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Hello! First let me introduce myself! I am
Barbara Hines, the Outreach Coordinator
for the Florida Public Archaeology
Network’s North Central Region
(www.flpublicarchaeology.org). I have been
working with FPAN for just over a year now,
and have loved every second of it so far.
Prior to Public Archaeology I worked in
Cultural Resource Management. Because
of that experience I have a wide range of
interests as far as archaeology goes, but I
tend to get a bit more excited about
historical archaeology (especially the
antebellum stuff). At FPAN our mission is to
promote and facilitate the conservation,
study and public understanding of Florida’s
archaeological heritage through regional
centers, each of which has its own website.
We have a total of eight regions throughout
the state of Florida.

Today I don’t have any field work going on,
but there is still a ton of stuff I am trying to
get done by the end of the day today. First
thing I do everyday is update our facebook
and twitter status. You can follow FPAN

North Central on twitter at @FPANNrthCentral. I try to post upcoming outreach events and sometimes interesting articles about local
archaeological finds. After that it is on to the rest of the day’s tasks.

Today I am trying to finalize plans for an upcoming event I have going on in Blountstown, Florida. I have teamed up with the FPAN
Northwest Region, the Panhandle Archaeological Society at Tallahassee and the Panhandle Pioneer Settlement for a Public
Archaeology Day. It will be located at the Panhandle Pioneer Settlement on September 10th. This is going to be a great event where
the public can bring their own private artifact collections so that they can have them identified by Professional Archaeologists. This is
a great way to create a working dialog between the private collector and archaeologists. I think this is very important and allows
archaeologists to get a more holistic view of the archaeological record. I have been trying to line up volunteers and work on other
logistical matters.

This morning I went to the P.O. Box to check our mail. I love checking our mail because it is always filled with thank you letters from
children. I visit a lot of classrooms and present on archaeology. FPAN also has a ton of hands on activities we do with the kids to
teach them about different concepts relating to archaeology. It is probably my favorite part of the job! I have a bulletin board in the
office where I display some of my favorite thank you notes and newspaper clippings about some of our events. It is a constant
reminder of the impact we are making, and I hope it is a lasting impact. I am a true believer that education will lead to the
conservation of our important archaeological sites. In fact, another one of my goals today is to email my education contacts to let
them know that I am ready for the upcoming school year. I have a listing of emails for teachers and educators that I email on a
regular basis to keep them updated about FPAN outreach events. Some of the teachers even give the students extra credit if they
attend! We also conduct teacher trainings to equip the teachers with the necessary skills to incorporate archaeology into their existing
curricula.

http://www.dayofarchaeology.com/a-day-in-the-life-of-a-public-archaeologist-in-north-central-florida/me/
http://www.dayofarchaeology.com/a-day-in-the-life-of-a-public-archaeologist-in-north-central-florida/
http://www.dayofarchaeology.com/author/hinesbuwf/
http://www.dayofarchaeology.com/category/community-archaeology/
http://www.dayofarchaeology.com/category/dayofarch/
http://www.dayofarchaeology.com/category/dayofarch11/
http://www.dayofarchaeology.com/tag/academia/
http://www.dayofarchaeology.com/tag/archaeology/
http://www.dayofarchaeology.com/tag/barbara-hines/
http://www.dayofarchaeology.com/tag/beauty-products/
http://www.dayofarchaeology.com/tag/blountstown/
http://www.dayofarchaeology.com/tag/camp-director/
http://www.dayofarchaeology.com/tag/community-archaeology/
http://www.dayofarchaeology.com/tag/cultural-heritage/
http://www.dayofarchaeology.com/tag/florida/
http://www.dayofarchaeology.com/tag/florida-public-archaeology-network/
http://www.dayofarchaeology.com/tag/going-on-in-blountstown/
http://www.dayofarchaeology.com/tag/museology/
http://www.dayofarchaeology.com/tag/outreach-coordinator/
http://www.dayofarchaeology.com/tag/paint-thinner/
http://www.dayofarchaeology.com/tag/panhandle-archaeological-society/
http://www.dayofarchaeology.com/tag/prehistoric-hunting-tool/
http://www.dayofarchaeology.com/tag/private-collector/
http://www.dayofarchaeology.com/tag/public-archaeologist/
http://www.dayofarchaeology.com/tag/public-archaeology/
http://www.dayofarchaeology.com/tag/tallahassee/
http://www.dayofarchaeology.com/tag/teacher/
http://www.dayofarchaeology.com/tag/www-flpublicarchaeology-org/


The Thank You Wall!

We also do a lot of things with adults as
well. Today one of my main goals is to
finish a presentation that I will be giving in
early August to a group of adults in
Columbia County. I will be talking about the
turpentine industry in North Florida. From
the 1700s to the early 1900s it was an
important industry in this region and I have
had the opportunity to work on several sites
that contained the remains of turpentine
camps. It has been a long time interest of
mine. And to think, I had no idea what the
turpentine (sometimes called Naval Stores)
industry was until I moved up here to
Tallahassee! Turpentine was used to seal
ships and was also an ingredient in many
other products, such as paint thinner,
beauty products and medical products as
well. I have been compiling information for
this presentation for months, now it is time
to create the power point and get down to

business. I have some really cool pictures that I am very excited to show the public. I found them at the state archives.

This whole summer I have been busy going to summer camps and doing archaeology activities with the campers. Last week I
attended a Girl Scout camp and did a whole bunch of lessons with them. Their favorite activity though, was learning to use the atlatl.
The atlatl, or spear thrower, is a prehistoric hunting tool. It even predates the bow and arrow! We all spent some time outside learning
how to use it. With the use of the atlatl you can learn to throw a spear three times farther and faster! That would come in pretty handy
if you had to hunt large game for dinner. The kids always get a kick out of it and so do the adults! Today I want to unpack all my
summer camp supplies and send an email to the Camp Director to thank her for inviting me to come and teach the campers about
archaeology. I hope that the campers all enjoyed it as much as I did!

Well, I believe that is my day in a nutshell. It is probably pretty different than what most people would expect. No digging in the dirt for
me today! As much as I do love excavating, I am pretty glad to be in the air conditioning today, as it is almost 100 degrees Fahrenheit
outside today. However, when I was doing Cultural Resource Management I was regularly out there in the heat, so I know I could do
it if I had to! I hope you enjoyed this entry and I really hope I gave some good insight into the typical day of a Public Archaeologist! 
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