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The Day of Archaeology is finally upon us. A day when the world can learn just what us archaeologists
get up to and how much more there is to it all than scrabbling around in the mud!

I’m Richard Madgwick, a lecturer at Bournemouth University. I specialise in the analysis of animal bones
and recently completed a PhD at Cardiff University (I had my Viva only two weeks ago).

I wish I could say that my day of archaeology is going to be a thriller but sadly that’s looking unlikely.
Whilst the departments is like a ghost town as most other people are away on glamorous field projects,
including locations such as Malta, Russia and Stonehenge; I am confined to principally working on grant
applications, papers for publication and preparing lectures for the new year. More exciting bone- and
field-work is to come in the next couple of weeks: trips to the dig at Ham Hill, assessment of a bone
assemblage from a Mesolithic cave in North Wales and an engagement event at Green Man, a music
festival in the Brecon Beacons.

First task of the day is to finish writing a paper on reconstructing the diets of Bronze Age pigs through
isotopic analysis of sites in South Wales (Llanmaes) and Wiltshire (Potterne). I processed 150 samples of
animal bone, which retains a chemical signature of the animals’ diet. Results demonstrate a wide-range
of foddering regimes. Some pigs were entirely herbivorous, others had diets which included lots of animal
protein, perhaps as scraps from meals. It also seems likely that several of the pigs were fed on that
cornerstone of a healthy diet – poo!
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