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Sun is shining in Massaciuccoli, Tuscany! We’re diggin’ this interesting Roman building, it’s 5
professionals, plus many students from Pisa, Florence, Cardiff & Aberdeen Universities!

The excavations in Massaciuccoli started long ago with the digging up of the thermal bath covered by
beautiful I century A.D. mosaics in 1934. Today the Team of professionals and students is immersed in
the excavation of the rest of the building, just across the road. This more recent excavation started in
2006 and it will finish in the next year, 2012.

Because of the display of the building and its surronding, initial therories categorised it as a Roman Villa,
but due to new finds such as a pottery stamp with the image of two gladiators and pieces of a furnace,
new theories have arose. One of them  is the possible use of the building for pottery production, and the
area 4000 may have been a market place open to the public. In the area next to area 4000, there was
also found a holy room containing an altarpiece and in front of it a base for a statue. In this room the walls
are covered by a mix of mashed bricks, clay and a kind of mortar that draws them together.

It is an interesting site which offers new challenges and experiences everyday. Young archaeologists and
students from around the world are invited to join our excavation!

Click here for a brief video about these last months of excavation (Febr-June 2011), and here for a video
and interview (the latter in Italian), or follow us on Facebook!
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