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Welcome to the Archaeology Data Service (ADS)  Day of Archaeology blog 2012 

 

If you want a quick introduction to the ADS and what we do see last year’s post. 

 

We have contributions from two members of staff from the ADS this year, one from Stuart 

Jeffrey ADS deputy Director (Access) and one from Ray Moore one of the ADS Digital 

Archivists. 

  Stuart Jeffrey 
 

Another busy day at the ADS today, lots of looming deadlines and lots of work to be done.  Since 

the last Day of  Archaeology the ADS has continued to expand its collections and participate in 

more and more national and international projects, which is great news and it certainly keeps us 

out of mischief. In terms of recognition for ADS’s work, it’s actually been a very good year too, 

the ADS was a major part of the submission that got the University of York’s Department of 

Archaeology a Queen’s Anniversary Prize for Higher and Further Education and we are also 

short listed for a BAA award for innovation (to be announced on 9th July, so fingers crossed!). 

The project that is occupying most of my time today is the Economic Impact of the ADS project. 

The ADS is a free to access digital archive, but it’s really important to us, and funders, that we 

have a good idea of what the actual economic value to the whole sector of the ADS actually is, so 

we have embarked on a JISC funded project to try and find out, it’s no easy task to try and put 

numbers on this kind of ‘value perception’.  I’m preparing for a meeting with John Houghton the 

Professor of Economics (from CSES in Australia) who is carrying out the analysis for the project 

in Oxford on Monday. This will be our first meeting since the on-line survey of users and 

depositors will have closed and I’m really looking forward to seeing the responses. (BTW is 

http://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk/
http://www.dayofarchaeology.com/a-day-with-the-archaeology-data-service/
http://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk/blog/2012/05/new-study-on-the-impact-of-the-ads


closes tonight so if you want to participate there is probably a bit of time left, follow the project 

link above). 

 

 

A nice image from the ADS archive, Cloonsharragh, Ireland, Copyright Clive  Ruggles, image 

taken from ADS ImageBank  

Also today, I’m also putting the finishing touches to a joint application, with Internet 

Archaeology, for an IfA HLF work place learning bursary. We have hosted a couple of these in 

the past and have always enjoyed the experience of giving someone the opportunity to bring on 

their skills in a work place environment. We also think there is still a skills gap in the 

archaeological work force when it comes to digital data management, especially the complexities 

of digital archiving, and managing data and understanding archiving should really be core skills 

for archaeologists. 

 

I’d also like to mention the fact that the ADS are proud to support the Day of Archaeology. 

We’ve been really impressed with the response to the Day of Archaeology project in general and 

the way a ‘snapshot’ of archaeological activity has been built up covering all sectors including 

academic, commercial, fieldworkers, specialists, students and curators. As well as fulfilling its 

role of information sharing and community building amongst the profession, it is also clear that 

the snapshot created on this one day in 2012 could well become a valuable document for the 

historians of the archaeological discipline in the future. With this in mind, the ADS are keen to 

help archive these contributions for the long term. Everyone’s contributions today could well be 

part of a future research project in 2112! 

http://http/intarch.ac.uk/
http://http/intarch.ac.uk/
http://www.archaeologists.net/bursaries2012_2014
http://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk/Imagebank/welcome.jsf


Finally, as we near the end of the month it’s time for me to change the ‘featured collection’ 

section of the ADS front page. Ray has been busy archiving and validating a lot of Grey 

Literature reports, our total is now over 17,000 I think, and some of these relate to archaeological 

work done in advance of the construction work at the Olympic sites in London. Given that the 

Olympics are nearly upon us it seems a good idea to make the major MoLAS report (533 pages!) 

on this work the featured collection for July, very topical. Topicality is not always something that 

easy to manage when dealing with archaeological archives, but we like to give it a try. 

 

Details of Ray’s Day to follow……. 

 

http://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk/
http://dx.doi.org/10.5284/1016355

