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Morning in York. A new day. A day doing archaeology. Not that many would recognise it as 

archaeology. I’ll be going through a pile of references on engaging young people in archaeology 

to help complete a report for the CBA. Do most archaeologists spend most of their time digging? 

No! We spend most of our time reading. 

Just read on the BBC News website that some pot sherds from Xianrendong in China have been 

dated to 20,000 BP. The oldest pottery yet discovered. That puts British Neolithic pots into 

perspective. 

Also just received a nice photo of an Acheulian hand-axe from Prof. Bae in Korea to help 

illustrate an article I’ve written for the Young Archaeologist magazine. The hand-axes at the 

Jeongok-ri site are made of quartzite. It’s very hard and tough to knap – I tried when I was out 

there last month. I have my poor attempt at a my very own hand-axe on my desk as a 

paperweight. 

 


