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Much of archaeology, especially in academia, comes down to how you spend your summer 

vacation. After finishing up the first year of a PhD at the Joukowsky Institute for Archaeology 

and the Ancient World at Brown University, this summer I’ve been making the project circuit in 

Italy and Jordan, the latter as part of the Brown University Petra Archaeological Project. 

 

Today was the day off for the team, and met with a slow start after a late night of football and 

dancing under the stars on the roof of the dig house (aka Club Sayhoun). Day off or no day off, 

five of us were up early and ready for a six hour hike to Jebel Harun, the grave of Aaron (Arabic: 

Harun), brother of Moses. And what a hike it was- you can all check out Allison’s post detailing 

just why visiting the tomb has been a pilgrimage for almost two thousand years. To add to her 

sparkling narrative would hardly do it justice, so instead I’m going to focus on the archaeologists 

with whom I spent the day hiking to the top of the known Petra world. 

 

 

http://brown.edu/Departments/Joukowsky_Institute/
http://brown.edu/Departments/Joukowsky_Institute/
https://www.facebook.com/BrownPetraProject
http://www.dayofarchaeology.com/living-a-day-of-archaeology-by-hiking-to-jebel-harun/


Exhausted. A pilgrimage really is all about the 

journey. 

 

Crafty just finished up the fourth year of her PhD at the Joukowsky Institute. She researches 

pilgrimage sites in central Turkey, so was mixing business and ‘pleasure’ in hiking up what 

seemed like 10000m in 30+ degree desert sun. She’s also been a great friend in my first year at 

Brown in showing me both the school and the city, and will be sorely missed this coming year as 

she lives in Istanbul with a fellowship at the Koç University Research Center for Anatolian 

Civilizations.  

I just met Andrew this year at Petra, where he’s working for the first time after finishing his MA 

at the University of Colorado Boulder. In the last week I’ve already discovered he has a wicked 

sense of humour and, after today, I also know the man is a beast when it comes to an intense hike. 

I’m sure there must be some goat blood in his family tree somewhere. 

Linda is another Brown student, so I’ve had the chance to get to know her pretty well in the last 

year. Aside from a shared love of dance (NB- she can actually dance, and I cannot), and a mutual 

hope for a Spain win against Italy on Sunday, we’ve also spent the last year in classes and 

brushing up on Latin to varying 

degrees of success. If I wanted to 

embarrass us both, I’d post the video 

of us re-enacting the opening scenes 

of the Lion King on the mountain 

today. I think this time discretion is 

the better part of valor. 

Allison is another person I’ve had the 

good fortune to meet this season at 

Petra, and has just finished up her 

first year of a PhD at Stanford. We’ve 

already had some great chats about 

communicating archaeology to the 

public. I don’t know how she made it 

up the mountain after a serious bout 

of sickness yesterday, but after some 

strategic shady stops, a lot of water, 

and even more stairs we emerged 

victorious to greet the others and have 

some lunch. 



Perhaps unsurprisingly, a lot of the discussion of archaeology focusses on the archaeology itself- 

on the site, the materials, the landscape, the archive, the publication. But at least to me, the 

personal interactions on days like today leave a more lasting impression. Meeting and developing 

friendships with these people- the archaeologists, my peers- is the thing that is ultimately the 

most rewarding aspect of a career in archaeology. I’m looking forward to similar days of 

archaeological pilgrimage, both in the rest of my season with BUPAP and in the future. 

 


