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The impressive location of the Mallou hilltop fort. 

An independent team of archaeologists, journalists, anthropologists and people from many 

different disciplines and professions is working on the last two weeks of July in the hillfort of 

Mallou, led by archaeologist Anton Malde and the popular science writer and university professor 

Manuel Gago. This is a public archeology project promoted by the  Council of Carnota. 
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Main gates at Mallou hilltop fort 

The hillfort of Mallou is a small fortified town on the Atlantic coast Galician striking 

monumental in its structures (especially the walls and the original door),  original configuration (a 

combination of large elongated structures near the wall and small circular huts in the center) and 

its excellent state of preservation, which allows understanding the original urban even without 

digging! The village, inhabited by Iron Age people of the Celtici Supertamarici  (the Celts 

located at North of the Tambre River) offers a unique perspective for the end of the Iron Age II 

on the Atlantic coast, very little known from a scientific point of view. The two closest excavated 

forts are more than 60km away. 

http://www.dayofarchaeology.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/07/mallou_2.jpg


 

South Walls 

The fort has an important symbolic role for the local community, which identifies this as the 

residence of the famous Queen Lupa (The Queen She-Wolf), the mythical pagan figure who 

allowed disciples of St. James burying the body of the saint in the sacred woods of Libredón. 

But the Mallou Castro Project is also special for the attention given to the local community and 

public archeology. Although the archaeological team has eight experienced professionals in the 

field, the design of this action encourages the participation of the local community and everyonge 

interested in archeology, through activities adapted to the conditions of training, health and 

interests of the participants in the project. The aim is involving society in the process of building 

knowledge and creating experiences and strategies for the local community to be the leading 

advocate and user of the archaeological site. 

Thus, the project offers volunteers a wide range of activities: since cleaning the dense fields, 

support archaeologist technical tasks, and even literary workshops on writing historical tales. 

Over sixty volunteers from Mallou villaje and allGalicia are involved in the project for one or 

more days, enriching the local tourist economy and creating a new way of relating to heritage. 
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