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To see what a County Council Historic Environment Service gets up to, see our latest Annual 

Review (for 2012-13) just out and downloadable 

from http://www.norfolk.gov.uk/Environment/Historic_environment/index.htm 

More activity on the project front this morning, following a visit to the Gressenhall offices 

yesterday by Dr Simon Kaner of the Sainsbury Institute for the Study of Japanese Art and Culture 

and no fewer than two Professors of Archaeology from Tokyo.  We are forging links between 

Norfolk and Nagawa around common themes such as the mining of obsidian (Japan) and flint 

(Norfolk – Grimes Graves) and forestry, and hope to develop this into some joint projects in the 

years ahead, perhaps involving investigations into prehistoric burial mounds in the Brecks, the 

Iron Age fort and medieval motte and bailey castle at Thetford, and the medieval rabbit warrens 

in the Brecks.  If you’ve not discovered the best rabbit warrening landscape in the world, 

see http://www.brecsoc.org.uk/projects/warrens-project/ 

Also a possible future Landscape Partnership project on a stretch of the Norfolk coastline, 

following on from our previous surveys of heritage assets in the coastal zone, our work on the 

coastal zone from aerial photographs (English Heritage National Mapping Programme), and 

current work on access to the coast, including its many heritage assets, from the 700,000+ year 

old flints at Happisburgh to World War Two coastal defences. 

David Gurney, Historic Environment Manager (County Archaeologist), Norfolk County Council 
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