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What do you do?

Currently ’'m working on the Historic Land-use Assessment project. HLA is a joint project between
RCAHMS and Historic Scotland. It is an analysis of the present landscape, recording the visible traces of
past land-use across Scotland, and presenting it as a digital map. My day is spent in front of a computer,
working with digital sources in a GIS. This suits me well, | was always a bit of a fair weather
archaeologist!

How did you get here?

| studied Archaeology at Glasgow University, and then went on to complete a Masters in Professional
Archaeology there as well. As a student, | volunteered as a placement supervisor on the Hungate site in
York with York Archaeological Trust. Working with YAT gave me the best crash course in field
archaeology | could have asked for. Although | think the biggest thing | took away was that | preferred to
work indoors!!
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Dangerously close to that murky water!

| began volunteering as soon as | could, as | knew it would be difficult to find a job in archaeology. |
volunteered with Perth and Kinross Heritage Trust after | graduated, helping their HER officer, and with


http://hla.rcahms.gov.uk/
http://www.dayofarchaeology.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/07/8664697a8982183359l2.jpg

various research projects. | was then really lucky to get an HLF workplace learning bursary in Information
Management at RCAHMS in 2011.

What’s your background?

I've worked in various posts at RCAHMS since 2011. After completing my bursary in Information
Management, | began working with the HLA project, before moving on to a data management role
with Project Adair, and then working as Data and Standards officer within the Data and Recording
section.

HLA mapping in progess

Favourite part of your job?

I've enjoyed working on many different projects and in different sections at RCAHMS. It's allowed me to
gain a better understanding of all of the work undertaken by staff here. Also helping to produce our Day of
Archaeology posts with staff is always a highlight.

Top tips for aspiring archaeologists?
Volunteer as much as you can.

Say yes. Even when you're in a job, say yes to everything that comes your way.

Keep at it. Jobs are often few and far between, but you'll be surprised at the range of archaeology jobs
out there and the ways you can enter this field as a career.
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Wish | hadn’t said yes here, too many midges!
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