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Day of Archaeology 2015 begins slowly. Yesterday we spent all day in the sunshine, completing the site
plan of a curious series of irregular pits, packed with burnt grain, charcoal and heat-shattered stones.
These are evidently medieval, on the grounds that a single medieval pottery sherd was found in the mix!
Explaining why the pits are where they are and what exactly was going on may prove more difficult. We
have bulk samples for study and charcoal to radiocarbon date. This will take time to unpick.

No outdoor activity today whatsoever. Its raining steadily. So a day in front of computers it will be. We
have several assessments to undertake for single, on-farm, wind turbines. We also have a trip to plan for
next week, up to Shropshire, to dig some evaluation trenches on anomalies picked up by a geophysical
survey on the proposed site of a small solar farm.

2015, like 2014, is largely about renewable energy projects. Now the British government seems
determined to roll back the progress made by the renewable sector. This bizarre development may well
impact upon the archaeology sector, as many firms undertake work associated with renewable energy
developments. This comes on top of the threat to take brownfield sites out of the planning system in
England. Even here in West Wales we sense that the cold winds of austerity are starting to blow through
the world of the archaeologist. So Day of Archaeology 2015 comes at a time when the future for our
sector is somewhat clouded by uncertainty. But we plod on…


