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Hello, on this Day of Archaeology!

My name is Adam Gwilt and I am an archaeologist and curator based at the National Museum Cardiff, also
working across our other museum sites. I am the person responsible for looking after and developing the
Neolithic, Bronze and Iron Age collections at Amgueddfa Cymru – National Museum Wales, on behalf of
the people of Wales and beyond. I trained in archaeology at the University of Durham, also building up my
fieldwork experience and interests in material culture research, before coming to this job.

Me working on a Bronze Age hoard

My normal day at work will be very varied, juggling a range of different commitments and making sure that
others around me can also do their jobs. My work can range from collections based tasks and research; to
dealing with public and research enquiries; being involved with museum redevelopment projects,
exhibitions and loans; developing partnership projects; handling media interest on relevant archaeological
topics; engaging with community groups; supporting learning projects and the Portable Antiquities Scheme
in Wales.



Detailed recording of objects is essential

One of the most enjoyable parts of my job is getting to work on new treasure discoveries made in Wales.
My role involves writing reports on cases of prehistoric treasure finds for coroners, also working with
colleagues to make sure that the reporting process runs smoothly in Wales. At the moment, I am reporting
on a Late Bronze Age hoard of weapons and tools, recently discovered in Monmouthshire. Luckily, we
were able to undertake a small archaeological excavation at the find-spot, in order to help tell the story of
how and why this hoard was buried nearly 3,000 years ago.



Amongst my other roles, I am a Co-Project Manager of the Saving Treasures; Telling Stories project,
funded by the Heritage Lottery Fund’s Collecting Cultures programme; co-author involved in preparing a
final publication on our research and community excavation of an Iron Age feasting site at Llanmaes, Vale
of Glamorgan and contributing expertise within two of our major museum redevelopment projects at the St
Fagans: National Museum of History and the National Roman Legion Museum, Caerleon.

 

A Welsh version of this post is in preparation.


