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Archaeological Watching Brief, 11/2014 

 

SUMMARY 

The Centre of Archaeology was commissioned in October 2014 by Cameron Homes to undertake 
an archaeological watching brief in respect of a proposed housing development at Church Farm, 
Shrewsbury Road, Hadnall, Shropshire. The site is centred on NGR SJ 52164 20111, in the 
northern part of the village, approximately 7km northeast of Shrewsbury. Immediately adjacent 
to the site is the Church of St Magdalene.  

The works consisted of the excavation of foundation and service trenches, all of which were 
excavated by a 360 degree mechanical excavator equipped with a toothed trenching bucket and 
observed by an archaeologist. All stratigraphic sequences were recorded, even where no 
archaeology was present. The watching brief found that the previous farmhouse (removed as 
part of the scheme) was built on a series of levelling deposits extending, in places, up to 1.18m 
in depth. These various layers of hardcore were then capped by a final site-wide levelling 
deposit upon which, and into which the most recent iterations of the farm buildings and 
associated yards were constructed. These levelling deposits were all dated by the significant 
amount of modern pottery, CBM, glass and other detritus contained within them with the upper 
layers containing some plastics. The other discoveries of note are two wall foundations found in 
two of the plots excavated. Both of these wall foundations are associated with the recently 
demolished farm buildings that were on the site. No archaeological deposits or features were 
located during the course of these works. 
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Church Farm 

Archaeological Watching Brief, 11/2014 

1. INTRODUCTION 

1.1.1. The Centre of Archaeology based at Staffordshire University was commissioned by 
Cameron Homes to undertake an archaeological watching during the residential 
development at Church Farm, Hadnall (hereinafter referred to as the site, Planning 
Application Number (11/03200)). In accordance with the National Planning Policy 
(2014), a condition was placed upon this development stating that no intrusive 
groundworks shall take place without a suitable written scheme of investigation to 
record any archaeological features that are exposed during the works. 

1.1.2. This report outlines the results of the watching brief carried out between 29/10/2014 
and 17/11/2014 and has been prepared in accordance with a Written Scheme of 
Investigation (Centre of Archaeology 2014) which was approved by the Local 
Planning Authority prior to implementation. The project conformed to the Chartered 
Institute for Archaeologists Standard and Guidance for Archaeological Watching 
Briefs (IFA 1994, revised 2008) 

2. LOCATION AND GEOLOGY 

2.1.1. The site is located at Church Farm, Shrewsbury Road, Hadnall, Shropshire, 
approximate 7 km northeast of Shrewsbury, and is centred on NGR SJ 52164 20111. 
(Fig 1). 

2.1.2. The underlying geology consists of Kinnerton Sandstone Formation underlying 
Devensian glacial till deposits of boulder clay. (British Geological Survey online 
geology viewfinder) 

2.1.3. The present character of the site is consists of a combination of farm buildings, 
green houses, out buildings and areas of hard standing and lawns. The site is 
bounded to the north and west by residential properties, to the east by an industrial 
complex and to the south by a small track. On the other side of the track lies the 
Church of St Magdalene and open field. Prior to the start of the archaeological 
monitoring, one of the existing farm buildings was removed to ground level. The 
other building is being retained as part of the scheme. 

3. AIMS AND OBJECTIVES 

3.1.1. The principal aim of the watching brief was to record any archaeological features, 
structures, deposits, or horizons exposed during intrusive groundworks across the 
site. 

4. ARCHAEOLOGICAL BACKGROUND 

4.1.1. Immediately adjacent to the site is the Church of St Magdalene. The Grade II listed 
(HER PRN 12246) church was constructed around 1190 and original functioned as a 
Chapel of Ease and not a parish Church. The structure has been altered on a number 
of occasions including a major rebuilt project in the 17th century and again in the 
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1840s with the construction of a tower. Markings on several stones around the 
church exterior have been identified as arrow sharpening notches possibly associated 
with the Battle of Shrewsbury. Several historical accounts suggest that land adjacent 
to the church has been acquired on a number of occasions to extend the churchyard, 
but it is unclear if this includes land within this proposed development site. 

4.1.2. Hermitage Farm is located approximately 80m east of the development site and 
historical accounts suggest that Monks who established the church resided here, and 
visited the battlefield to bring back dead soldiers for burial. The present house dates 
to the Elizabethan period (1558 to 1603) and is sometimes referred to as Church 
House.  

4.1.3. Previous Archaeological Work 

An archaeological watching brief was undertaken in September 2005 at St Mary 
Magdalene Church, Hadnall during ground disturbing works comprising the 
excavation of a telephone cable trench to the south and east of the church. No 
archaeological features were revealed and only one shred of tin glazed earthenware, 
one piece of terracotta tile and one fragment of dark green bottle glass were 
recovered from the topsoil. (Pat, 2005) 

5. METHODOLOGY 

5.1.1. Groundworks comprised the excavation of foundation trenches by a digger equipped 
with a toothed trenching bucket. This was monitored by a suitably qualified 
archaeologist and complemented with the salvage recording of any archaeological 
deposits and features revealed during works. 

5.1.2. All stratigraphic sequences were recorded, even where no archaeology was present. 
Sections were drawn of all cut features and significant vertical stratigraphy at a scale 
of 1:10. A comprehensive written record was maintained using a continuous 
numbered context system on pro-forma cards. Written records and scale plans were 
supplemented by photographs using digital photography. 

5.1.3. Recovered finds were cleaned, marked and remedial conservation work undertaken 
as necessary. Treatment of all finds conformed to guidance contained within the 
Centre of Archaeology Fieldwork Manual (2013) and First Aid for Finds (Watkinson 
and Neal 1998). 

5.1.4. The full site archive includes all artefactual remains recovered from the site. The site 
archive will be prepared according to guidelines set down in Appendix 3 of the 
Management of Archaeology Projects (English Heritage, 1991), the Guidelines for the 
Preparation of Excavation Archives for Long-term Storage (UKIC, 1990) and 
Standards in the Museum Care of Archaeological collections (Museum and Art 
Galleries Commission, 1992). The paper archive will be deposited with the 
appropriate repository subject to permission from the landowner. 

6. RESULTS 

6.1.1        PLOT 6 

The first plot excavated not only consisted of the deepest excavations on the site but 
also yielded the deepest sequence of contexts. In total a sequence of 8 contexts 
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spanning a depth of 1.18m was observed with the trench extending a further 0.78m 
into the underlying natural geology (Fig 3; Plates 1 and 2). Contexts (1002) through 
to (1008) are comprised of a sequence of modern levelling deposits all sequentially 
overlaid over one another with fairly defined edges present between each. These 
levelling deposits were rich in modern CBM, ceramics and bottle glass, with some of 
the uppermost layers (1002-1004 particularly) containing plastics. One foundation 
wall was discovered during excavation but it clearly coincided with a wall recorded in 
the pre-demolition plan of the site (Plate 2). The presence of modern ceramics and 
other debris throughout the sequence is a suggestive of its modern date and 
suggests an association with the farm buildings and its surrounding grounds. Likely 
they are layers of hardcore laid down prior to the construction of the most recent 
iteration of the farm buildings. 
 

6.1.2      Plot 5 
        

The second plot excavated, similar to Plot 6, revealed multiple layers of levelling 
deposits associated with the modern farm buildings. Section 1001 (Fig 3 and Plate 3) 
shows one such sequence interrupted by the cut of modern drain [2001]. The layers 
of hardcore are likely identical in date and composition to many of those observed in 
the excavations of Plot 6. A particularly strong case for this can be made for this with 
deposit (2002). This deposit seems identical to deposit (1002) in plot 6 and deposits 
(3000) and (4000) discussed later in the report and is possibly suggestive of one 
final levelling of the entire site prior to the construction of the farm buildings or its 
yards. 
 

6.1.3      Plots 9/10  
 

The excavations in plots 9/10 yielded only a single levelling deposit, (3000) which, 
as mentioned previously, is likely part of a continuous, site-wide layer suggestive of 
a final levelling prior to construction. Situated in the south-easternmost corner of 
site this plot was more heavily rooted and waterlogged than other areas, with a 
thicker layer of topsoil overlying the single, thin levelling deposit. The underlying 
natural clay was also higher in this area. Unfortunately, a section could not be drawn 
of this area of the site as, due to the heavy rooting and waterlogged nature of the 
soil, the trenches were prone to collapse and largely did within minutes of 
excavation. 
 

6.1.4        Plots 7/8 
 

The final plots excavated, 7 and 8, were largely the same as plots 9/10, with only a 
single levelling deposit (4000) observable through many of the trenches, a thicker 
layer of topsoil, and a tendency for the trenches to collapse making it unsuitable for 
recording. However, in one of the westernmost trenches a buried layer of plywood 
was observed, coinciding with an increase in depth of the overlying levelling deposits 
and abutting another wall foundation associated with the modern farm buildings. 
(Plate 1) 
 

6.1.4        Drainage and Service trenches 
 

In addition to the foundation plots, a number of drainage excavations were monitored 
across the site, including preliminary work in Church Close (Plate 4). No 
archaeological features or deposits were identified during these works and the work 
did not exceed the levels of the modern levelling deposits across the site (Plate 5). 
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7. CONCLUSIONS 

7.1.1. The excavations at Church Farm, Hadnall found little of archaeological note, yielding 
a collection of modern ceramics, brickwork and other detritus. There were no 
archaeological features of significance, with only a few service trenches and farm 
building wall foundations being identified in the course of excavation. Despite this, it 
is now known that levelling deposits of some significant depth associated with the 
construction of the farm buildings and the yards around them are prevalent across 
the site. If there were any church outbuildings or burials on this site, they have since 
been destroyed or removed possibly by the construction of the farm buildings and 
their subsequent use. 
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Figure 5. Test Pit Elevations & PlanFigure 1 - Site location plan 
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Figure 5. Test Pit Elevations & PlanFigure 3 - Representitive sections from plots 5 and 6 
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