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XSL10 Blomfield Box Evaluation, Summary Report XSL10

1 Summary for London Archaeologist

Crossrail Blomfield Box, 11-12 Blomfield Street, EC2 TQ 3299 8157 MOLA (Sam
Pfizenmaier) evaluation May—July 2011 Crossrail XSL10

Natural gravels were exposed in two of the three trenches. In the E of the site, they were cut by
a channel of the Walbrook or a tributary, sloping down to the W, and filled with waterlain clays.
This was sealed by a sandy dump deposit dated by a small fragment of tegula to AD 50-160.
To the W, a similar sequence had a basal layer of alluvium and inclusions of wood and plant,
suggesting its formation in a semi-terrestrial environment, possibly representing the E edge of
the main channel of the Walbrook. Pottery from overlying dump or reclamation layers (with
domestic rubbish) suggests that this part of the Walbrook may have been backfilled or become
disused in the 2nd to 3rd centuries AD. In the third trench, a 19th-c wall and concave floor
surface formed of yellow stock bricks was observed which may have been an earlier phase of
the recently demolished 11 Blomfield Street, or a retaining wall for the Metropolitan Line
underground built in the 1870s. In all three trenches the deposits were truncated by basements
and foundations of the former 19th and 20th-c buildings.

2 Summary for Britannia

City of London

Crossrail Blomfield Box, 11-12 Blomfield Street, London EC2 (TQ 32999 81574) evaluation
by Sam Pfizenmaier for Crossrail (XSL10)

Natural terrace gravels were exposed in two of the three trenches. In the E of the site, they were
cut by a channel of the Walbrook or a tributary, sloping down to the west, and filled with
waterlain clays. This was sealed by a sandy dump deposit dated by a small fragment of tegula
to AD 50-160. To the W, a similar sequence had a basal layer of alluvium and inclusions of
wood and plant, suggesting its formation in a semi-terrestrial environment, possibly representing
the eastern edge of the main channel of the Walbrook. Pottery from overlying dump/reclamation
layers (with domestic rubbish) suggests that this part of the Walbrook may have been backfilled
or become disused in the 2nd to 3rd centuries AD. All deposits were truncated by basements
and foundations of the former 19th and 20th-c buildings.

3 Summary for Medieval Archaeology

Not required.
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XSL10 Blomfield Box Evaluation, Summary Report XSL10

4 Summary for Post Medieval Archaeology

City of London

CROSSRAIL BLOMFIELD BOX, 11-12 BLOMFIELD STREET, LONDON EC2 (TQ 32999
81574) S Pfizenmaier (MOLA) carried out an evaluation in three trenches. A 19th-c wall and
concave floor surface formed of yellow stock bricks may have been an earlier phase of the
recently demolished 11 Blomfield Street, or a retaining wall for the Metropolitan Line
underground built in the 1870s. All deposits were truncated by basements and foundations of
the former 19th and 20th-c buildings. OASIS ID molas1-125861
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