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Summary 

In February 2016 ADAS UK Ltd carried out an archaeological watching brief for SSE Power Distribution on 

Peartree Avenue, Southampton (Figure 1). The objective of the watching brief was to record all 

archaeological remains exposed during groundworks for the replacement of an existing high voltage 

electricity cable along Peartree Avenue, Southampton between SU 44000, 11700 and SU 44040, 11800. 

No features or artefacts of archaeological significance were observed during monitoring of the five trial 

pits which were excavated along the cable route. 

The material recorded below the topsoil horizon in each of the five trial pits was interpreted as modern 

made ground. This made ground is likely to represent the backfill of one or more construction trench dug 

for the various cables and pipes observed in each trial pit. No trench cut was visible in any of the trial pits, 

so it can be ascertained with a high degree of certainty that only modern made ground was disturbed by 

the current development.  

The results of this archaeological monitoring work indicate that it is highly unlikely that any remains of 

medieval Itchen Ferry village survive along the verge of this part of Peartree Avenue to a depth of at least 

1m below present ground level. Trial pits 1 and 3 were to be extended and become the two push and pull 

pits described in the groundworks method statement. As no archaeological features or artefacts were 

observed in any of the five trial pits, it was decided it was highly unlikely that any buried remains would 

be observed during those works and the archaeological monitoring was discontinued.  

The results of this archaeological monitoring work also reflect the  findings from a previous archaeological 

watching brief on Peartree Avenue to monitor a gas pipe trench from Northam Gas Works to Peartree 

Avenue in 2000 by Smith (Southampton City Council Archaeology Unit REF: SOU 1042).  
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1 Introduction 

1.1 Project Background 

1.1.1 In February 2016 ADAS UK Ltd carried out an archaeological watching brief for SSE Power 

Distribution on Peartree Avenue, Southampton (Figure 1). The objective of the watching brief was 

to record all archaeological remains exposed during groundworks for the replacement of an 

existing high voltage electricity cable along Peartree Avenue, Southampton between SU 44000, 

11700 and SU 44040, 11800. 

1.1.2 The works were carried out within the permitted development rights of SSE Distribution, and 

therefore were not subject to a planning application. However, a cultural heritage constraints 

report (ADAS 2015) indicated that the groundworks lay within an area of archaeological potential. 

Following consultation with, Ingrid Peckham, the Historic Environment Record Officer to 

Southampton City Council, archaeological monitoring of the groundworks was recommended. 

1.1.3 The watching brief was carried out in accordance with a detailed Written Scheme of Investigation 

(WSI) produced by ADAS (2016) and approved by Ingrid Peckham. The Southampton City Council 

Historic Environment Team (HET) assigned a unique Southampton site code (SOU number) to the 

project (SOU- 1710).   

1.1.4 The fieldwork followed the Standard and Guidance for an archaeological watching brief (CIfA 

2014), the Management of Archaeological Projects 2 (English Heritage 1991), the Management of 

Research Projects in the Historic Environment (MORPHE): Project Manager’s Guide (EH 2006). 

1.1.5 In carrying out this work SSE Power Distribution complied with their obligations to the historic 

environment, as outlined in Section 38 and Schedule 9 of the Electricity Act 1989. 

1.2 The Site, Location and Geology 

1.2.1 The proposed works involved extracting an existing buried 33kV cable approximately 119m in 

length along Peartree Avenue, Southampton which runs between SU 44000, 11700 and SU 44040, 

11800.  The proposed works were carried out along a green verge along the eastern side of 

Peartree Avenue.   

1.2.2 The underlying geology is recorded as sand, silt and clay of the Wittering Formation with overlying 

superficial sand and gravel river terrace deposits (BGS 2016). 
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2 Objectives 

2.1 Aims and Scope 

2.1.1 The aims of this watching brief were: 

2.1.2 To ensure that any archaeological features/deposits exposed during ground works associated 

with the development are identified, recorded and interpreted to an acceptable standard.  

2.1.3 The archaeological watching brief was to ensure that any significant discoveries of artefactual 

evidence are recorded and analysed to an acceptable standard. 

2.1.4 For the purposes of this project, archaeologically significant remains and context were defined as 

remains and contexts relating to the pre-19th century human use of the area.  

2.1.5 The general aim of the fieldwork was to record and analyse any archaeological remains that were 

revealed during the course of the works. 

2.1.6 The specific aim of the fieldwork was to identify whether any prehistoric remains or remains 

associated with Itchen Ferry village survived in situ along the part of Peartree Avenue impacted 

by the groundworks. 

2.1.7 An additional aim was to identify and record the nature, dimensions, and relationship of natural 

deposits on the site. 

2.1.8 The fieldwork took place within, and will contribute to the goals of, the Solent Thames 

Archaeological Research Framework (Hey and Gill 2014). 

2.1.9 The results were to be reported as appropriate. 

3 Copyright 

3.1.1 This report may contain material that is not the copyright of ADAS UK Ltd. or is the intellectual 

property of third parties that we are able to include for limited reproduction under the terms of 

our own copyright licences. Copyright itself for such material is not transferable by ADAS UK Ltd. 

and you are reminded that you remain bound by the terms and conditions of the Copyright, 

Designs and Patents Act 1988 with regard to copying and dissemination of this report. 

4 Archaeological and Historical Context 

4.1 Introduction 

4.1.1 The proposed works involved extracting an existing buried 33kV cable approximately 119m in 

length along Peartree Avenue, Southampton which runs between SU 44000, 11700 and SU 44040, 
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11800. Ground level along this route is recorded as between 15m and 20m AOD (Figure 1). A 

cultural heritage constraints report (ADAS 2015) was produced and assessed the historic 

environment potential of Peartree Avenue and the surrounding area. The results of this 

assessment are outlined below. 

4.1.2 The Southampton Historic Environment Record (HER) and Historic England record no World 

Heritage Sites, Scheduled Monuments, Grade I Listed Buildings, Architectural Conservation Areas, 

Registered Parks and Gardens, Designated Wrecks or Battlefields within 500m of the proposed 

development (henceforth the Study Area). 

4.1.3 The Southampton Historic Environment Record and Historic England record one Grade II* Listed 

Building and six Grade II Listed Buildings within the Study Area. There are no locally listed buildings 

recorded by the Southampton HER within the Study Area. 

4.1.4 The Southampton HER records two Local Areas of Archaeological Potential (LAAP) within the 

Study Area. The proposed development is located within the Rest of Southampton Local Area of 

Archaeological Potential. 

4.1.5 The Southampton HER records thirty-eight additional non-designated heritage assets within the 

Study Area (ADAS 2015). A Palaeolithic flint flake found near Woolston Station (HER Ref: MSH284) 

represented the earliest evidence of human activity in the Study Area. The findspot of a hoard 

(MSH388) on Poole Road south of Peartree Avenue reflects the potential for significant Bronze 

Age remains in the Study Area. 

4.1.6 The Sea Road was recorded by the HER as a former Saxon boundary (MSH5609) and it is thought 

that a roadway followed the line of this boundary since at least the medieval period (Southampton 

HER). During the medieval period the development area was located within the manor of 

Woolston, which appears to have been the main focal point for settlement in the area along with 

the medieval village of Itchen Ferry. The site of a former medieval house and hamlet called 

Riggewaye (MSH4902) has also been identified in the northern part of the Study Area (ibid). 

4.1.7 In 1620 the Jesus Chapel (1339992/ MSH2220), Peartree Avenue was built to serve the part of the 

old Parish of St Mary which lay across the Itchen (St Mary Extra). It is said to have been built using 

stone rubble from Bitterne Manor and includes the Grade II Listed Rosoman Monument 

(1302162/ MSH2534) in the Churchyard (Southampton HER). This church and burial ground 

remains a major focal point on the landscape within the Study Area. Other notable focal points of 

settlement activity in the Study Area from the early Post-medieval period onwards included the 

former Peartree Lodge and Grounds (MSH3677) and the village of Itchen (MSH2958). A number 

of other important buildings or sites of buildings dating from the 18th or 19th centuries have been 
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identified in the Study Area including Peartree House (1092032/ MSH2141); a flint structure or 

building at 30/32 Peartree Avenue (MSH3966); buildings at 12 and 14 Radstock Road (MSH3850); 

two houses on Hazel road (MSH5626 and MSH5627); the old masonic hall at Manor Road south 

(MSH3963) and the Ludlow Junior School (MSH3962). The Grade II Listed Peartree United Reform 

Church (1302133/ MSH2143) on Peartree Road was built in 1838 as a Congregational Church in 

Neo-Decorated style (Southampton HER). The former Woolston Secondary Mixed School 

(1092033/ MSH2142), which was built in 1857, has since been redeveloped as housing 

(Southampton HER). 

4.1.8 The Study Area contained considerable evidence for industrial activity dating from the late 19th 

and 20th centuries, and mostly concentrated along the riverfront. Prior to being developed for 

industry, this area appeared to have been mainly in agricultural use, and was drained by a system 

of drainage ditches. This industrial area was served by the railway line and the main local station 

was located at Woolston. These industrial areas were subjected to bombing during World War II, 

as evidenced by the presence of air raid shelters and numerous recorded bomb craters (ADAS 

2015). 

4.1.9 The Southampton HER records ten previous archaeological investigations that have taken place 

within the Study Area.  A watching brief carried out in 1992 at the former Woolston school annexe 

(SOU 495) recorded an undated posthole, a modern brick-line well and up to 0.95m of undated 

soils overlying the natural substrate.  A second archaeological watching brief carried out at 12a 

Tranby road (SOU 1347) in 2005 recorded nothing of archaeological significance apart from a 

single burnt flake. An archaeological watching brief carried out in 2000 on a gas pipe trench from 

the Northam Gasworks to Peartree Avenue (SOU 1042) recorded some remains of the Roman 

settlement of Clausentum in Bitterne Manor. However, there were no significant archaeological 

deposits or artefacts recorded along Peartree Avenue itself (Smith 2000). Archaeological 

monitoring carried out in 2003/2004 on the Victoria Road, Woolston (SOU 1189) identified 

evidence for the former foreshore and established the approximate extent of 19th century gravel 

extraction. Nothing of archaeological significance was recorded during watching briefs carried out 

at Radstock Road in 1991 (SOU 442) and in 2005 (SOU 1356). An archaeological trial trenching 

evaluation carried out on land at Sea Road in 2006 (SOU 1417) unearthed deposits and structures 

associated with 19th and 20th century buildings shown on historic maps. No archaeological 

evidence of activity was found dating from earlier than the 19th century. Two other previous 

investigations comprised the historic building recording of a footbridge at Woolston Station in 

2009 (SOU 1514) and an archaeological investigation at Peartree House in 2015 (SOU 1687) for 

which no information is available (Southampton HER). 
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4.1.10 In summary, although the proposed groundworks were located in an area of general 

archaeological potential, previous archaeological investigations along Peartree Avenue suggested 

that the proposed groundworks were likely to disturb only modern made ground and that the 

potential for significant buried archaeological deposits and artefacts to survive in situ along this 

part of Peartree Avenue was low. 

5 Methodology 

5.1 Introduction 

5.1.1 The fieldwork followed the methodology set out within the WSI (ADAS 2016).  An archaeologist 

was present during intrusive groundworks carried out during the excavation of five trial pits dug 

to locate an existing high voltage electricity cable. 

5.1.2 Where archaeological deposits were encountered written, graphic and photographic records 

were compiled in accordance with the Chartered Institute for Archaeologists Standard and 

Guidance: Archaeological watching brief 2014. 

5.2 Artefacts, Human Remains, Treasure and Environmental Sampling 

5.2.1 The procedures to be followed for the recovery of artefacts relating to human exploitation of the 

area are laid down in Standards for the Creation, Compilation and Transfer of Archaeological 

Archives (Southampton City Council, 2007).  

5.2.2 No artefacts or human remains were encountered during the watching brief. No archaeologically 

significant deposits were disturbed by the trial pit excavations, so no environmental sampling was 

undertaken.  

5.3 Post-Excavation Analysis  

5.3.1 The procedures to be followed for the post- excavation analysis collections assessments are laid 

down in the Standards for the Creation, Compilation and Transfer of Archaeological Archive 

(Southampton City Council, 2007).  

5.3.2 No archaeological artefacts or deposits were encountered during the watching brief, and 

therefore no post-excavation analysis was required. 

5.4 Archives and Deposition 

5.4.1 The project archive will be prepared in accordance with the guidelines contained within the 

guidance document Standards for the Creation, Compilation and Transfer of Archaeological 

Archives (Southampton City Council, 2007), in Guidelines of the Preparation of Excavation Archives 

for Long term Storage (Walker, K 1990) and Standards in the Museum Care of Archaeological 
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Collections (Museums and Galleries Commission 1992). The paper archive is to be deposited with 

Southampton City Museum within six months of the completion of the fieldwork under an 

accession number to be confirmed (ADAS 2016).  

5.4.2 The archive is currently held by ADAS at their offices in Milton Park. No artefacts were recovered 

during the monitoring and therefore no artefacts will need to be deposited with the Southampton 

City Museum. A summary of information from this project, set out within Appendix C, will be 

entered onto the OASIS database of archaeological projects in Britain. An OASIS form, ID number 

245449 has been provisionally completed and will be submitted at the time of deposition. 

5.4.3 A PDF format copy of the report will be sent to the Southampton Historic Environment Team 

(HET). 

5.4.4 A digital copy of the trench plans and digital photographs will be sent to the Southampton City 

Council Historic Environment Record (HER) Officer.  

5.5 ADAS Project Team 

5.5.1 Fieldwork was undertaken by Andrew Brown. The report was written by Andrew Brown. The 

illustrations were prepared by Andrew Brown. The archive was compiled and prepared for 

deposition by Andrew Brown. The project was managed for ADAS by Diarmuid O Seaneachain. 

6 Results 

6.1.1 This section provides an overview of the monitoring results; detailed summaries of the recorded 

contexts and finds are to be found in Appendices A and B respectively. 

6.1.1 The groundworks consisted of the digging of five trial pits to locate the existing electricity cable 

along a 100m section along the eastern side of Peartree Avenue, Southampton. The section of 

cable route examined from the junction of Peartree Avenue and Peartree Road to the entrance 

to Jesus Church (Plates 1-2). The groundworks were carried out using a small excavator with a flat 

1.2m ditching bucket and hand digging by the contractors under archaeological supervision.  

6.1.2 The trial pits were dug within an area of park land alongside the public footpath along the eastern 

side of Peartree Avenue. The groundworks did not extend into the carriageway of Peartree 

Avenue itself.   

Trial Pit 1 

6.1.3 Trial Pit 1 was located at the northern most extent of the watching brief area (Figure 2) and 

measured 1.45m long by 0.55m wide and was 1m deep and aligned approximately north-

west/south-east (Plate 3). In this trial pit 0.18m of topsoil (1001) overlay 0.82m of light grey sandy 
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gravel with frequent rounded pebbles (1002). This context is made ground likely to represent the 

backfill of one or more construction trench for the pipes and cables observed in the trial pit.  The 

construction cut [1003] for the existing electricity cable was not visible in the section. No artefacts 

or archaeological deposits were observed in Trial Pit 1. 

Trial Pit 2 

6.1.4 Trial Pit 2 was located approximately 45m to the south along Peartree Avenue from Trial Pit 1 

(Figure 2). The trial pit measured 1.60m long by 0.5m wide and 0.9m deep. The trial pit was aligned 

approximately north-west/ south-east (Plate 4). In this trial pit 0.18m of topsoil (2001) overlay 

0.68m of very compact mid brown clay gravel with frequent sub-angular stone inclusions 

throughout (2002). This context is made ground likely to represent the backfill of one or more 

construction trench for the pipes and cables observed in the trial pit.  The construction cut [2003] 

for the cable was not visible in the section. No artefacts or archaeological deposits were observed 

in Trial Pit 2. 

 

 

Trail Pit 3 

6.1.5 Trial Pit 3 was located at the southern-most extent of the watching brief area (Figure 2). The trial 

pit measured 1.5m long by 0.50m wide and was 0.9m deep. In this trial pit 0.2m of topsoil (3001) 

overlay 0.7m of compact dark brownish yellow gravelly clay with sub-angular stones throughout 

(3002). This context is entirely made ground likely to represent the backfill of one or more 

construction trench for the pipes and cables observed in the trial pit.  The construction cut [3003] 

for the cable was not visible in the section. No artefacts or archaeological deposits were observed 

in Trial Pit 3.  

6.1.6 This trial pit was later extended to approximately 3.35m in length aligned roughly north-

west/south-east. The depth remained 0.9m (Plate 4). There was no change to the stratigraphic 

sequence identified within the trial pit. 

 

Trial Pit 4 

6.1.7 Trial Pit 4 was located approximately 13m to the north of Trial Pit 3 at the southern extent of the 

watching brief area (Figure 2). The trial pit measured 2.9m in length by 0.5m in width and was 

0.9m deep (Plate 6). The trial pit was aligned approximately north-west/ south-east. The trial pit 

extended north-west into the public footpath alongside Peartree Avenue in order to prove that 



© ADAS 2016               11  

the correct cable was exposed, which was proved to be the case. In this trial pit 0.2m of topsoil 

(4001) overlay 0.7m of dark brown gravelly clay with frequent sub-angular stones throughout 

(4002). This context is entirely made ground likely to represent the backfill of one or more 

construction trench for the pipes and cables observed in the trial pit.   The construction cut [4003] 

for the cable was not visible in the section. No artefacts or archaeological deposits were observed 

in Trial Pit 4.  

Trial Pit 5 

6.1.8 Trial Pit 5 was located approximately 6.7m from Trial Pit 1 at the northern extent of the watching 

brief area (Figure 2). The trial pit measured 2m in length by 1m in width and 0.9m in depth (plate 

7). The trial pit was aligned approximately north-east/ south-west. In this trial pit 0.2m of topsoil 

(5001) overlay 0.7m of a mid-grey sandy gravel with frequent rounded stones throughout (5002). 

This context is entirely made ground likely to represent the backfill of one or more construction 

trench for the pipes and cables observed in the trial pit.  This made ground was also very similar 

to the layers recorded in Trial Pit 1 (1001 and 1002). The construction cut [5003] for the cable was 

not visible in the section. No artefacts or archaeological deposits were observed in Trial Pit 5.        

7 Discussion and Conclusions 

7.1.1 No features or artefacts of archaeological significance were observed during monitoring of the 

five trial pits which were excavated along the cable route. 

7.1.2 The material recorded below the topsoil horizon in each of the five trial pits was interpreted as 

modern made ground. This made ground is likely to represent the backfill of one or more 

construction trench dug for the various cables and pipes observed in each trial pit. No trench cut 

was visible in any of the trial pits, so it can be ascertained with a high degree of certainty that only 

modern made ground was disturbed by the current development.  

7.1.3 The results of this archaeological monitoring work indicate that it is highly unlikely that any 

remains of medieval Itchen Ferry village survive along the verge of this part of Peartree Avenue 

to a depth of at least 1m below present ground level. Trial pits 1 and 3 were to be extended and 

become the two push and pull pits described in the groundworks method statement. As no 

archaeological features or artefacts were observed in any of the five trial pits, it was decided that 

it was highly unlikely that any buried remains would be observed during those works and the 

archaeological monitoring was discontinued.   

7.1.4 The results of this archaeological monitoring work also reflect the  findings from a previous 

archaeological watching brief on Peartree Avenue to monitor a gas pipe trench from Northam Gas 
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Works to Peartree Avenue in 2000 by Smith (Southampton City Council Archaeology Unit REF: 

SOU 1042). No significant archaeological deposits, features or artefacts were recorded during 

monitoring of this pipe trench excavation.  
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Appendix A: Context Descriptions 

Trial Pit 1 

No. Type  Description 
Length 

(m) 

Width 

(m) 

Depth (m) Spot-

date 

1001 Layer Topsoil 1.45 0.55 0.18  

1002 Fill 
Light grey sandy gravel with 

rounded pebbles throughout 
   0.82 

modern 

1003 Cut Cable Trench Cut 100m+ Unknown  1m modern 

 

Trial Pit 2 

No. Type  Description 
Length 

(m) 

Width 

(m) 

Depth (m) Spot-

date 

2001 Layer Topsoil 1.60 0.50 0.2  

2002 Fill 

Very compact mid-brown clay 

gravel with frequent sub-

angular stones throughout 

   0.68 modern 

2003 Cut Cable Trench Cut 100m+ Unknown  0.90 modern 

 

Trial Pit 3 

No. Type  Description 
Length 

(m) 

Width 

(m) 

Depth (m) Spot-

date 

3001 Layer Topsoil 1.50 0.50 0.2  

3002 Fill 

Compact brownish yellow clay 

gravel with frequent sub-

angular stones throughout 

   0.68 modern 

3003 Cut Cable Trench Cut 100m+ Unknown  0.90  
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Trial Pit 4 

No. Type  Description 
Length 

(m) 

Width 

(m) 

Depth (m) Spot-

date 

4001 Layer Topsoil 2.90 0.50 0.2  

4002 Fill 

Compact dark brown clay 

gravel with frequent sub-

angular stones throughout 

   0.68 modern 

4003 Cut Cable Trench Cut 100m+ Unknown  0.90 modern 

 

Trial Pit 5 

No. Type  Description 
Length 

(m) 

Width 

(m) 

Depth (m) Spot-

date 

5001 Layer Topsoil 2.00 1.00 0.2  

5002 Fill 

Loose mid grey sandy gravel 

with frequent rounded 

pebbles 

   0.68 modern 

5003 Cut Cable Trench Cut 100m+ Unknown  0.90 modern 
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Appendix B:  The Finds 

No artefacts were identified during the course of the archaeological monitoring. 
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Appendix C: Oasis Report Form 

Project Details 

Project Name SSE Innovation Underground Cable Project 

Short description (250 

words maximum) 

 

 

No features or artefacts of archaeological significance were observed 

during monitoring of the five trial pits which were excavated along the 

cable route. 

The material recorded below the topsoil horizon in each of the five trial 

pits was interpreted as modern made ground. This made ground is likely 

to represent the backfill of one or more construction trench dug for the 

various cables and pipes observed in each trial pit. No trench cut was 

visible in any of the trial pits, so it can be ascertained with a high degree 

of certainty that only modern made ground was disturbed by the current 

development.  

The results of this archaeological monitoring work indicate that it is 

highly unlikely that any remains of medieval Itchen Ferry village survive 

along the verge of this part of Peartree Avenue to a depth of at least 1m 

below present ground level. 

The results of this archaeological monitoring work also reflect the  

findings from a previous archaeological watching brief on Peartree 

Avenue to monitor a gas pipe trench from Northam Gas Works to 

Peartree Avenue in 2000 by Smith (Southampton City Council 

Archaeology Unit REF: SOU 1042).  

 

Project Dates 24.02.2016 to 25.02.2016 

Project type 

(e.g. desk-based, field 

evaluation etc.) 

ADAS 2015 Archaeological Watching Brief Report, Site 1: Peartree 

Avenue, Southampton. Unpublished Client Report.  

 

Previous work 

(reference to organisation 

or SMR numbers etc.) 

N/A 

Future Work Unknown 
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PROJECT LOCATION  

Site Location Peartree Avenue, Bitterne, Southampton, Hampshire 

Study area (M2/ha) N/A 

Site co-ordinates (8 Fig 

Grid Reference) 
From 44401310, 11171490 and 44405010, 111802010. 

PROJECT CREATORS  

Name of organisation ADAS UK Ltd 

Project Brief originator ADAS UK Ltd 

Project Design (WSI) 

originator 
ADAS UK Ltd 

Project Manager Diarmuid O Seaneachain 

Project Supervisor Andrew Brown 

  

 

MONUMENT TYPE N/A 

SIGNIFICANT FINDS None 

PROJECT ARCHIVES 
N/A 

N/A 

 

Physical  N/A 

Paper  5 Trench Sheets and 1 Photo register 

Digital  Digital photographs 

BIBLIOGRAPHY  

ADAS 2016 Archaeological Watching Brief Report, Innovations Project Site 1: Peartree Avenue, Southampton. 
Unpublished Client Report.  
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Plates 

 

Plate 1: General view of the locations of trial pits 1-5, looking north along Peartree Avenue. 

 



© ADAS 2016              ii  

 

Plate 2: General view of the location of trial pits 1-5, looking south along Peartree Avenue. 
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Plate 3: View of the south-west facing section of Trial Pit 1, looking north. 
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Plate 4: View of the south-west facing section of Trial Pit 2 looking north. 
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Plate 5: View of the north-east facing section of Trial Pit 3, looking south-west. 
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Plate 6: Oblique view of Trial Pit 4 looking, north. 
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Plate 7: View of the north-east facing section of Trial Pit 5, looking south-west. 
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