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Land to the east of Whelford Road, Kempsford 

Archaeological Desk-based Assessment. 

Summary 

Oxford Archaeology was commissioned by West Waddy ADP to carry out an archaeological 

desk-based assessment for the proposed residential development of an area of land to the east 

of Whelford Road and North of The Knoll, Kempsford, henceforth ‘site’. The site is centred on 

NGR 415899 197007 and lies within the Cotswold district of Gloucestershire.

Cropmarks likely representing two double-ditched trackways, a possible enclosure and 

possible pits have been recorded on the site. These are part of a larger complex of cropmarks 

extending to the north. The site is within a known Romano-British archaeological landscape 

comprising enclosures, field systems and settlements, and it is probable that at least some of 

the features within the site relate to activity of this period. The site is therefore considered to 

have a high potential to contain archaeological remains dating to the Romano-British period, 

as well as a high potential to contain antecedent Iron Age activity. The site is also located 

immediately adjacent to areas of probable medieval and certain post medieval settlement, and 

as such has a moderate potential to contain remains of these periods.

Three buildings dating to the early-mid 20th century, were located in the south-east part of the 

site. These structures have since been demolished. Ground works associated with the 

construction and demolition of these building would have caused disturbance to any 

archaeological remains in the immediate vicinity of the former buildings. The entirety of the 

site has also been repeatedly ploughed in modern times. Plough damage would adversely 

impact any shallow archaeological remains present, the depth of this impact would increase 

over time as ploughing continued. Below this level of disturbance and away from the former 

20th century buildings any archaeological remains are likely to be well preserved. 

The development proposal for the site includes the provision of 62 new homes. Ground works 

associated with this development would have an adverse effect upon any archaeological 

remains present. Due to the archaeological potential of the site it is probable that an 

archaeological evaluation comprising trial trenching would be required by Gloucestershire 

Archaeological Services. The purpose of the evaluation would be to investigate and more 

clearly define the nature of any archaeological deposits within the site and to inform a 

mitigation strategy intended to reduce or remove any archaeological impacts identified. 

The scope of all archaeological works will need to be agreed with the relevant Gloucestershire 

County Council Planning Archaeology Service prior to commencement.
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“128.  In determining applications, local planning authorities should require an 

applicant to describe the significance of any heritage assets affected, including any 

contribution made by their setting.  The level of detail should be proportionate to the 

asset’s importance and no more than is sufficient to understand the potential impact of 

the proposal on their significance.  As a minimum the relevant historic environment 

record should have been consulted and the heritage assets assessed using appropriate 

expertise where necessary. Where a site on which development is proposed includes 

or has the potential to include heritage assets with archaeological interest, local 

planning authorities should require developers to submit an appropriate desk-based 

assessment and, where necessary, a field evaluation. 

129.  Local planning authorities should identify and assess the particular significance 

of any heritage asset that may be affected by a proposal (including by development 

affecting the setting of a heritage asset) taking account of the available evidence and 

any necessary expertise.  They should take this assessment into account when 

considering the impact of a proposal on a heritage asset, to avoid or minimise conflict 

between the heritage asset’s conservation and any aspect of the proposal” 
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The Medieval Period (AD 410-1550) 

Early medieval Period (AD 410 -1065) 

Later Medieval Period (1066 -1550) 
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Post Medieval Period (1550 – 1900) 
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A Roman Rural Landscape at Kempsford Quarry, Gloucestershire

Buildings 15&16 RAF Fairford, Gloucestershire. Archaeological 

Watching Brief

Iron Age and Roman settlement in the Upper Thames Valley: Excavations at Claydon Pike and 

other sites within the Cotswold Water Park. 

The Thames Valley Project. A Report for the National 

Mapping Programme

forthcoming Horcott Quarry, Fairford and Arkell’s Land, Kempsford

Transactions of the Bristol and Gloucestershire Archaeological Society

Thornhill Farm, Fairford, Gloucestershire: 

An Iron Age and Roman Pastoral Site in the Upper Thames Valley

Transactions of the 

Bristol and Gloucestershire Archaeological Society 

The Upper Thames Valley in Gloucestershire and Wiltshire: an archaeological 

survey of the river gravels

Hanger, George, fourth Baron Coleraine 

(1751-1824)

Iron Age and Roman settlement and landscape at Totterdown Lane, 

Horcott, near Fairford, Gloucestershire

Roman landscape features at Manor Farm, Kempsford, Gloucestershire  DRAFT

Land at Top Road, Kempsford, Gloucestershire. Archaeological Evaluation

Area K, Manor Farm, Kempsford, Gloucestershire. 

Kempsford, in A History of the County of 

Gloucester. Volume 7
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Figure 1: Site location

Site location

1:10,000

(c) OpenStreetMap and contributors, Creative Commons-Share Alike License (CC-BY-

SA)
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Figure 2: Desginated sites
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Figure 4: Heritage Assets - Events
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Figure 5: Transcribed Cropmarks to the north
and east of site (after Cromarty et al 2007)
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