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Non-Technical Summary 

 

In October 2017, Heritage Planning Services Ltd was commissioned by Castle Homes Ltd (the 

client) to undertake an archaeological Desk Based Assessment (DBA) on land at Parkview 

Campus, Whitchurch Lane, Hengrove, Bristol BS14 0TJ (the Project Site). The DBA was 

commissioned to determine the known and potential archaeological presence at the Project Site 

and to assess the significance.   

 

Archaeological investigations within the Study Area have yielded low results and the current site 

has been heavily truncated as a result of building work to establish the current office and 

associated car park.  

 

If truncated archaeological deposits survive within the Project Site, they are extremely unlikely to 

be of national significance worthy of in situ preservation. As such any subsequent archaeological 

work could be secured by way of a suitable planning condition. 
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1. Introduction 

Background  

 In October 2017, Heritage Planning Services Ltd was commissioned by Castle Homes Ltd (the 

client) to undertake an archaeological Desk Based Assessment (DBA) on land at Parkview Campus, 

Whitchurch Lane, Hengrove, Bristol BS14 0TJ (hereafter referred to as the Project Site).  

 

 The objective of this DBA was to identify the nature, extent and significance of any archaeological 

resource within the Project Site and its environs (the Study Area) and to assess the impact that 

any development might have upon any known or unknown heritage assets.     

 

 This document has been compiled by Sam Driscoll BA (Hons), MA, MCIfA and is completed under 

HPS project reference HPS247/17.  

 

The Project Site and Study Area 

 The Project Site is a large office block situated south of Whitchurch Lane in Hengrove, Bristol.  

 

 The proposed development area comprises approximately 7.3ha acres. The underlying geology 

comprises Charmouth Mudstone Formation.  
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Figure 1: General location of the Project Site 
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Figure 2: Detailed location of the Project Site 

 

Site Visit 

 A visit to the Project Site was carried out on Monday 6th November 2017. The site is accessed 

south off Whitchurch Lane and located in an area of industrial units, leisure and retail facilities. 

The proposed development area is defined by a two - three storey brick built office block with 

restaurant to the southwest, currently occupied by Bristol City Council. Two electricity substations 

are also present to the west and south of the site. The office is surrounded by an extensive tarmac 

parking area.  

 

 An area of landfill is located just 100m to the northwest of the Project Site, bordering Hengrove 

Park roundabout.  

 

 The Malago river is location 300m to the west of the site.  
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Photo 1 Northwest facing view of the Project Site entrance.  

 

 
Photo 2 Northwest view of the carpark from the west of the Project Site.  
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Photo 3 Southeast facing view of the office building from west carpark.  

 

 

Photo 4 South facing view of the east elevation of office block.  
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2. Planning Policy 

NPPF   

 “In determining applications, local planning authorities should require an applicant to describe the 

significance of any heritage assets affected, including any contribution made by their setting. The 

level of detail should be proportionate to the assets’ importance and no more than is sufficient to 

understand the potential impact of the proposal on their significance. As a minimum, the relevant 

historic environment record should have been consulted and the heritage assets assessed using 

appropriate expertise where necessary.” Paragraph 128. 

  

3. Aims 

 The aim of this Desk-Based Assessment is to:  

• Identify the presence of designated and non-designated cultural heritage assets within the 

Study Area; 

• Identify the potential of the Project Site to include archaeological deposits and to determine, 

where possible, their condition and likely level of survival; 

• Provide an assessment of the known or predicted heritage assets considering their 

archaeological, historic, architectural and artistic interests;  

• Define the potential development impact to the archaeological resource. 

 

4.  Methodology 

 This Desk-Based Assessment has been undertaken in accordance with the CIfA Standard and 

Guidance for historic environment desk-based assessment (revised Dec 2014), which states that a 

DBA ‘will determine, as far as is reasonably possible from existing records, the nature, extent and 

significance of the historic environment within a specified area’ and that in ‘development context 

desk-based assessment will establish the impact of the proposed development on the significance 

of the historic environment (or will identify the need for further evaluation to do so), and will 

enable reasoned proposals and decisions to be made whether to mitigate, offset or accept without 

further intervention that impact’  (CIfA 2014: 4).  
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 All work was carried out in line with the following standards and guidance- 

 

4.2.1. Standard and guidance for historic environment desk-based assessment. The Chartered 

Institute for Archaeologists Guidance Document, University of Reading, Reading; 

 

4.2.2. The Management of Archaeological Projects-2. English Heritage, 1991; 

 

4.2.3. National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) Paragraph 128. Communities and Local 

Government 2012. 

 

 The DBA involved consultation of available archaeological and historical information from 

documentary, cartographic and historic environment record sources, within a 1000m radius of the 

Project Site. This is the Study Area. 

 

 The aim was to produce a document that not only considered the potential for archaeological 

remains on the Project Site, but to also put these into their historical and archaeological context.  

 

 The primary repositories for information consulted comprised: 

• Bristol Historic Environment Record; 

• National Heritage List for England (NHLE); 

• Geological Maps; 

• Ordnance Survey maps of the site and its environs; 

• Historical maps and documents held in Bristol Record Office, local libraries or other archives 

(where relevant); 

• Appropriate archaeological and historical journals and books; 

• Unpublished research reports and archives, including those held by relevant museums and 

local societies. 
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5. Archaeological and Historical Baseline Survey 

Introduction 

 The information presented here is derived from sources including the Bristol Historic Environment 

Record, the Historic England AMIE database, the National Heritage List for England (NHLE) and 

surviving cartographic resources, along with other published or documentary sources.  

 

             

 
Figure 3: Archaeological events within the Study Area 

 

Events 

 A number of archaeological events (mainly evaluations and watching briefs) have occurred within 

the Study Area, some in the vicinity of the Project Site (see Appendix 1). Broadly, these were 

negative, certainly in terms of clear structural remains or cut features, but one event (BCCHER 

21990) picked up residual Roman pottery and another (BCCHER 20007) identified a wall of 
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proposed Medieval date, associated with the Medieval site of Arthur’s Court, c. 540m ESE of the 

Project Site.  

 

 
Figure 4: Heritage assets in the Study Area  

 

Prehistoric 

 There is no prehistoric activity within the study area.  

 

 Based on current data, the potential for Prehistoric deposits to be preserved is considered low. 

 

Romano-British (AD 44 AD 410) 

 Whilst there is no firm evidence for Romano-British activity in the Study Area, residual finds from a 

watching brief c.377m SSW of the Project Site (BHER 21990) did pick up several sherds of 

Romano-British pottery dating to the 3rd or 4th centuries along with an iron balance or steelyard, 



 

 Heritage Planning Services Ltd    10 

 

again interpreted as being of 3rd or 4th century date. The finds were retrieved from the topsoil and 

further investigative works (BHER 24660 and 22109) failed to recover any similar material.  

 

 Based on current data, the potential for Romano-British deposits to be preserved is considered 

low. 

 

Early Medieval (AD 410 – AD 1066) 

 There is no evidence for Early Medieval activity on the Project Site. Whilst the HER makes no 

reference to Early Medieval activity in the Study Area, the site is within the parish of Whitchurch. 

The settlement of Whitchurch was located in the area of Felton (aka Filton or Filwood) to the west 

of the current Whitchurch village, before it was moved in the 12th century 

(http://www.whitchurchparishcouncil.co.uk/history.html).  

 

 The name Felton occurs c.800 north of the Project Site, associated with the later (Medieval) deer 

park. Whilst it is not possible to determine if the Project Site was within this historic settlement, 

this seems very unlikely and the focus was likely to be centred around Inns Court.  

 

 Based on current data, the likelihood of deposits of Early Medieval date on the Project Site is 

considered to be low.    

 

Medieval (AD 1066 – AD 1539) 

 Filton or Filwood Deer Park or Chase, c. 870m north of the Project Site, was a Medieval deer park 

which reportedly belonged to Keynsham Abbey (BCCHER 1734). The abbey had a grange, chapel 

and lands and tenements in the area. There is no supporting evidence to imply that the chase or 

its associated elements extended to the Project Site. 

 

 A probable Medieval wall was found c.570m ESE of the Project Site and may have been associated 

with Pigeon’s Farm (BCCHER 2038M) or Arthur’s Court (BCCHER 20007). This was a settlement 

still extant by the 1880s and its boundaries can be well defined via the maps, so that there is little 

suggestion that any settlement activity extended to the current Project Site. It is likely that the 

Project Site was agricultural land during this period.  

 

 Based on current data, the likelihood of deposits of Medieval date on the Project Site is considered 

to be low.    

http://www.whitchurchparishcouncil.co.uk/history.html
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Post-Medieval (AD 1540 – AD 1900) 

 In the Post Medieval period the site was defined by enclosed agricultural land, as confirmed in the 

1st edition Ordnance Survey map, below.  

 

 Any archaeology that exists for this period is likely to be of very low significance.  

    

 
Figure 5: 1880s Ordnance Survey Map © Know Your Place 2017 

 

Modern 

 Whitchurch airport (c660m NNE of the Project Site) officially opened in 1930 (Bristol City Council) 

and was requisitioned in 1939 for the war effort. During the war, ancillary structures such as a 

hangar and air defences (see BCCHER 2156M and 20096) were constructed around the site. 

However, the aerial photographic evidence does not imply that any such structure extended to the 

project site, particularly as the site was delineated from the airfield by Whitchurch Lane.  
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 Instead, the Project Site appears to have remained agricultural until the office block was built on 

the plot in the 1980s. There was no associated archaeological investigation in conjunction with the 

development, presumably because it occurred pre-Planning Policy Guidance 16 (commonly 

referred to as PPG16) 1 . Therefore, any archaeology that may have been present within the 

footprint of the new build will have been significantly truncated by the development.   

 

 
Figure 6: 1946 Aerial photograph © Know Your Place 2017 

 

6. Conclusions and Suggested Mitigation 

 This DBA has demonstrated limited evidence for archaeological activity on the Project Site or in 

close proximity. However, this is likely to be due in part to the lack of records pertaining to the 

Study Area.    

                                                
1 PPG16 was a document produced by the Government to advise local planning authorities in England and Wales on the 

treatment of archaeology within the planning process. It was introduced in November 1990. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Her_Majesty%27s_Government
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/England_and_Wales
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Archaeology


 

 Heritage Planning Services Ltd    13 

 

 

 Due to substantial development in the 1980s it is considered that any archaeology surviving on the 

Project Site would have been heavily disturbed. Whilst this does not rule out the presence of 

truncated deposits, especially in the region of the car park, it is likely that the significance of any 

resource present would have been substantially reduced.  

 

 As such, it is unlikely that archaeology of national significance survives on site. Therefore, any 

further archaeological investigation could be secured by way of a suitable planning condition.     
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8. Appendices 

Appendix 1: Event Gazetteer 

BCCHER 

Rec No 

Event 

Type 

Description 

9648 DA An archaeological desk-based assessment was carried out by John Bryant for Bristol and Region 

Archaeological Services of the former site of the community centre at Briscoe's Avenue, Hartcliffe for Bristol 

and Region Archaeological Services (Bryant 1993). The site lay within the manor of Bishopsworth, which 

was in the possession of the Arthur family from the early fourteenth-century until 1558. The manor was 

purchased by Hugh Smyth in 1569-70 and the land remained in the possession of the Smyth family until its 

sale in 1924. The site was identified as the location of Pigeonhouse Farm (SMR 5165) which was possibly 

in existence by 1730. The farmhouse was stone built according to sale particulars. The date of demolition 

of the farm could not be determined, but the site had been built over by the late 1950s. The study 

concluded that the site may have been the location of the manorial court for Bishopsworth manor. It was 

also noted that the northern half of the site had been levelled and that a trial pit had revealed evidence of 

both a former pond and a culvert. It was recommended that the site be subject to archaeological 

evaluation. 

10376 WB In February 1994 an archaeological watching brief was carried out by Rod Burchill for Bristol and Region 

Archaeological Services at Briscoe's Avenue, Hartcliffe. The site had previously been archaeologically 

evaluated (SMR 20007). 

 

The watching brief recorded Pennant sandstone walls at the south-west corner of the site. These were 

taken to be of nineteenth-century date. On the eastern side of the site three further walls built of the local 

Lias Limestone and bonded with clay. These could not be dated. Toward the south end of the site was 

another wall, also of Lias Limestone bonded in clay. A stone-lined well, 1.06 metres in diameter, was also 

found. During the reduction of the ground level around the top of the well several residual sherds of 

Roman-British pottery were recovered. 

 

It was clear that the site had been subject to a reduction in ground level during the 1950s as well as 

terracing sufficient to have removed any contemporary occupation, or buildings which may have extended 

north of the terrace. 

20006 WB Between November 1996 and April 1997 an archaeological watching brief was undertaken by Dan Stansbie 

for Avon Archaeological Unit during development of part Hengrove Park, the site of Bristol airport in the 

inter-war period. The site had previously been subject to archaeological evaluation by Bristol and Region 

Archaeological Services. The development area was located on the north side of the site adjacent to 

Hengrove Way. The watching brief recorded only features of twentieth-century date, the majority of which 

related to the airport or to modern land underdrainage. None were of great significance, however. The 

report concurred with the conclusion of the earlier Bristol and Region Archaeological Services report that 

unrecorded landscaping during the twentieth-century had removed all earlier archaeological features 

(Stansbie 1997). 
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20007 EV In February 1994 an archaeological evaluation was carried out on the site of the former community centre 

at Briscoe's Avenue, Hartcliffe, by Ken Sims for Bristol and Region Archaeological Services. Six trenches 

were excavated. In one trench a wall, probably of medieval date, was found, possibly associated with 

Arthurs Court identified in the desktop assessment (SMR 9648). Quantities of Romano-British pottery were 

also found in two of the trenches, although in residual contexts (Sims 1994). 

 

The archive for the work was deposited with Bristol Museum and Art Gallery under the accession number 

BRSMG 10/1995. 

20008 EV In December 1994 an archaeological evaluation of sites adjacent to the Phase One development in 

Briscoes Avenue (SMR 9648; SMR 10376; SMR 20007) by Eric Boore for Bristol and Region Archaeological 

Services failed to reveal any traces of occupation of medieval or earlier date. A linear stone feature was 

found, continuing the alignment of a stone wall found in a watching brief to the north (SMR 10376), but 

with 19th century pottery and a 20th century coin in close association. 

 

The archive for the work was deposited with Bristol Museum and Art Gallery under the accession number 

BRSMG 99/1994. 

20018 DA In April 1997 an archaeological desk-based assessment of Nos. 1-28 Symes Avenue, Hartcliffe was carried 

out by Rod Burchill for Bristol and Region Archaeological Services. The study noted that there was some 

evidence for occupation of the general area in the Roman and Medieval periods, notably from 

archaeological evaluation at Briscoes Avenue, to the north of the site, in 1994 (SMR 20007). 

 

During the medieval period the study area lay within the manor of Bishopsworth. It was part of the land of 

Pigeon House Farm, "formerly known by ye name of Arthurs Court being ye Manor House of Bishport" 

according to a schedule in Bristol Record Office (BRO AC/M11/32). The land was inherited by Edward Gore 

in 1760 and remained in the Gore-Langton family until Pigeon House Farm was sold in 1924. The 

Bedminster tithe survey of 1841 (BRO EP/A/32/8) indicates that Pigeon House Farm was then rented by a 

James Poole and the study area was under pasture, forming part of a field called Summerleaze (Parcel 

1686). It remained farmland until the building of shops on the site c.1957 (Burchill 1997; Williams 1997, 

77). 

20036 DA An archaeological desk-based assessment of land to the west of Bishport Avenue was carried out by John 

Bryant for Bristol and Region Archaeological Services in December 1993. It was noted that the area had 

been farmed during the Roman period. The site had belonged in the medieval period to the manor of 

Whitchurch (owned by Keynsham Abbey). Later it had been part of the land holdings of the Smyth family 

of Ashton Court. In the 1950s it had been partly built on to provide housing for the new Hartcliffe estate. 

The study concluded that the placename and map evidence suggested that from the medieval period to 

the time of its enclosure, the land had been part of an open-field system of farming. After enclosure the 

land had been used for grazing or hay cropping. It was noted that parts of the site had suffered 

disturbance but that the central area had largely escaped. 
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20051 EV An archaeological evaluation was carried out at Hengrove Park in September 1995 by Peter Insole for 

Bristol and Region Archaeological Services. A geophysical survey was carried out before the evaluation and 

the trenches were placed to examine the anomalies identified. Six trenches were excavated. A stone linear 

feature was identified in Trench 1 and this was interpreted as a possible dry stone wall. Few other 

archaeological features were identified and it was argued that this probably resulted from landscaping of 

the site. 

 

The archive for the work was deposited with Bristol Museum and Art Gallery under the accession number 

BRSMG 55/1995. 

20052 DA An archaeological desk-based assessment of Hengrove Park was carried out by Rod Burchill for Bristol and 

Region Archaeological Services in April 1994. The study concluded that the site was in use for agriculture 

until the 1930s. Filwood Farm was located in one part of the site. The site was developed as Bristol's 

Airport. During the Second World War the airfield was further developed but closed in the post-war period 

and was subsequently used as public open space. The site was subsequently evaluated (SMR 20051). It 

was noted that an archaeological excavation in 1982 on the north side of Hengrove Way recorded evidence 

of Roman settlement. 

20086 DA In March 1996 an archaeological desk-based assessment of land to the north of Totshill Drive, Hartcliffe, 

was carried out by Rod Burchill for Bristol and Region Archaeological Services. The study concluded that 

the site had been in agricultural use during the historical period and there were no known archaeological 

monuments or finds within the study area (Burchill 1996). 

20090 DA In May 1994 an archaeological desk-based assessment of the former Wills Tobacco Factory, Hartcliffe Way, 

Hartcliffe, by Clifford Bateman for Cotswold Archaeological Trust. It was noted that the site was in use as 

pasture until the construction of the tobacco factory between 1971 and 1973. The study found no 

archaeological monuments or finds within the study area and concluded that the site was of low 

archaeological potential. An archaeological evaluation (SMR 20091) was subsequently undertaken. 

 

The archive for the work was deposited with Bristol Museum and Art Gallery under the accession number 

BRSMG 46/1994. 

20091 EV In May 1994 an archaeological evaluation of the site of the former Wills Tobacco Factory, Hartcliffe Way, 

Hartcliffe, was carried out by Clifford Bateman for Cotswold Archaeological Trust. Two trenches were 

excavated but no archaeological features or finds were recorded. 

 

The archive for the work was deposited with Bristol Museum and Art Gallery under the accession number 

BRSMG 46/1994. 

20092 WB In March 1996 an archaeological watching brief was carried out during development work at Wroughton 

Gardens, Hartcliffe, by Rod Burchill for Bristol and Region Archaeological Services. No archaeological 

features or finds were recorded during the work. 

 

The archive for the work was deposited with Bristol Museum and Art Gallery under the accession number 

BRSMG 17/1996. 
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20096 WB In 1997 Robert Curtis undertook an archaeological watching brief during groundworks associated with 

development on the north side of Hengrove Park, the site of Whitchurch Airport between 1930 and 1957. 

The watching brief recorded the destruction of a hangar apron, and recorded a network of modern drains 

including one directly associated with the airfield. Modern building rubble was also identified in a 

"meandering negative feature" and this was interpreted as possibly the remains of "some kind of defensive 

emplacement" which dated before 1938. No features dated earlier than the twentieth-century were 

recorded during the work and it was suggested in conclusion that unrecorded landscaping in the twentieth-

century may have removed all earlier archaeological evidence. 

20254 EV In February 1997 an archaeological evaluation of land at Filwood Park, Knowle West was carried out by 

Bruce Williams for Bristol and Region Archaeological Services. The site had previously been subject to 

geophysical survey which recorded no archaeologically significant features. Six trenches were excavated 

along the western edge of the park, but only in Trenches 1, 2 and 5 were archaeological features 

observed. 

 

Trench 1 exposed three land drains and a linear cut, probably a drainage feature. In Trench 2 two modern 

field drains were recorded. In Trench 5 a ditch or gully was exposed. The ditch was 0.6 metres wide and 

0.3 metres deep and its upper fill produced pottery sherds of Roman date and part of a shale bracelet. The 

ditch fill was sampled for palaeoenvironmental analysis. Trench 6 revealed that the ground surface at the 

south-west corner of the park had been raised by at least 5 metres as a result of earth-moving associated 

with landscaping. A buried ground surface (presumably modern) was identified but the stratum was too 

deeply buried for further safe investigation. 

 

The finds and site archive were deposited with Bristol Museum and Art Gallery. 

20255 GS In August 1995 a geophysical survey (magnetic gradiometry and electromagnetic profiling) was carried out 

by Geo-services International Ltd. at Hengrove Park, Knowle, in advance of development of the site. Some 

magnetic anomalies were identified, some apparently archaeological in nature. 

20338 WB In June and July 1999 an archaeological watching brief was carried out during groundworks associated 

with the construction of South Bristol Business Park by Avon Archaeological Unit. The site had been 

landscaped in the recent past, probably as part of the landscaping of Filwood playing fields in the early 

1980s, and modern material was found to be overlain by deposits containing post-medieval and Romano-

British pottery as a result. 

 

The few surviving features had been cut into the undisturbed clay subsoil and comprised an undated 

shallow circular pit containing limestone fragments and two gullies, one of nineteenth- and one of 

twentieth-century date. A number of ceramic and plastic field drains were also observed. A single context 

at the east end of the site produced pottery and other material of Romano-British date (Erskine & Tobin, 

1999; Williams, 1999 99). 

 

The archive for the work is held by Bristol Museum and Art Gallery under the accession number BRSMG 

CMAG 1999.0030. 
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20349 EX Between March and April 1998 an archaeological excavation was carried out on the east side of Filwood 

Park by Simon Cox for Bristol and Region Archaeological Services in advance of housing development (Cox 

1997; Burnham 1999, 366). Previous work to the east of the site by Williams in 1982 (SMR 20253) had 

found evidence for Romano-British settlement and the excavation was intended to determine how far this 

settlement extended to the west and specifically to examine a ditch whose fills contained pottery dating to 

the late third or early fourth century which had been identified during field evaluation in 1997 (SMR 

20254). Two areas were excavated, using a mechanical excavator to remove overburden derived from the 

landscaping of the park in the 1980s. 

 

Three periods of activity were identified. The first, Period 1, was Romano-British, Period 2 was Post-

medieval and the last period, Period 3, was modern (mainly relating to the 1980s landscaping). 

 

Period 1 was divided into two phases. During Phase 1, the late second to early third century AD, it was 

argued that a stone building with Pennant sandstone tiles lay close to the site and that a large spread of 

stones in Area 1 related to the north-west corner of the building. A series of ditches aligned north-south, 

including one roughly 2.4 metres wide and 0.26 metres deep, were recorded to the north of the stone 

spread. A small pit cut into the east side of the ditch contained slag from metal working. During Phase 2, 

the late third to early fourth centuries, many of the earlier features were sealed beneath grey clays. 

Several pits and other cut features were also recorded in the southern of the two excavated areas. 

 

During Period 2 the site reverted to agricultural use, and the ploughing associated with this period 

disturbed the underlying stratification. A few features were ascribed to this period, including a metalled 

track and two postholes. 

 

The pottery assemblage was similar to that from the Inns Court and the Romano-British material was 

dominated by domestic types. The pottery from Period 1 Phase 1 formed a relatively small group and 

comprised Severn Valley and black-burnished wares as well as a single sherd of Nene Valley ware. That 

from Phase 2 was much more numerous and included greywares, black-burnished ware as well as, more 

rarely, Samian ware, Oxfordshire Colour Coated ware and sherds from two vessels of New Forest origin. 

 

The archive for the work is in the care of Bristol Museum and Art Gallery under the accession number 

BRSMG CMAG 1997.0012. 
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20359 DA In 1997 an archaeological desk-based assessment of Hengrove Park was carried out by Rod Burchill for 

Bristol and Region Archaeological Services. The study noted that to the north of the site an area of 

Romano-British settlement had been identified in 1982 and to the east a hoard of coins of Roman date had 

been found in 1874. The site had apparently been agricultural land, part of the Manor of Whitchurch, from 

the medieval period. The manor had belonged to Keynsham Abbey until its dissolution in 1539 and passed 

through several hands until it came into the ownership of Matthew Smyth of Long Ashton in 1580. The 

study area was part of Filwood park. A plan of the manor made for Sir John Smyth in 1730 indicates that 

the study area had, by then, become part of Filwood Farm and was tenanted by one James Forest. 

 

Agricultural use continued until 1931 when the site was developed as a municipal airport. Whitchurch 

Airport had expanded considerably and there were aircraft hangars, offices and other facilities. During the 

Second World War the airport became a base for the Air Transport Auxiliary. The airfield closed when a 

new airport was developed at Lulsgate in 1957 and the site was landscaped for leisure purposes. 

 

Some surviving evidence for the pre-war and wartime use of the airport was noted on the site (Burchill 

1997). 

20366 CD The Ordnance Survey provisional edition map of 1938 records Hill Farm which appears to have comprised a 

farmhouse with outbuildings to the east and north. 

20396 WB An archaeological watching brief was carried between 13 and 24 January 2000 out by Raymond Ducker for 

Avon Archaeological Unit during construction of the Horstmann Controls site at South Bristol Business Park, 

Hengrove Way. Previous archaeological work had established that the area had been the site of a 

settlement in the Roman period. 

 

The grading of a service road and the excavation of all foundations and service runs were monitored. It 

was found that landscaping known to have taken place in the early 1890s had destroyed almost all of the 

archaeology on the site, and it was cut by numerous ceramic and plastic field drains. Residual Romano-

British pottery was noted across the site but only a handful of archaeological features were found. A 

structure, measuring about 2.5 metres long by 0.5 metres wide and aligned north-south, of unbonded 

limestone set in a grey-green clay was found in the middle of the site. A single sherd of seventeenth-

century date and an undated iron object were found in association with this feature. Another, irregularly-

shaped feature, was clearly of late twentieth-century date and was not therefore excavated. Within one of 

the box trenches dug for foundations a limestone slab, 1.1 metres long by 0.24 metres thick, was 

encountered. The slab extended beyond the edges of the trench and its full size could not be determined 

as a result but it was not considered to be anthropogenic in origin. 

 

The archive for the work is held by Bristol Museum and Art Gallery under the accession number BRSMG 

CMAG 0009.2000 (Ducker, 2000; Williams, 2000 146; Wills, 2001 192). 

20413 CD The Ordnance Survey 1:2500 plan of 1949 records Crox Top Farm in Knowle. The plan shows the two main 

buildings to the south-west of Inns Court, on either side of a lane leading to the farm from what is now 

Hartcliffe Way. Outbuildings lie to the east. 
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20460 WB In 1998 an archaeological watching brief was carried out during the creation of an access road at South 

Bristol Business Park by Peter Insole for Bristol and Region Archaeological Services. The works involved the 

stripping of the topsoil in an 11.5 metre easement and excavation to a depth of around 1 metre to create a 

sub-base for the road. The general stratigraphic sequence was found to consist of an orange-brown clay 

beneath 0.2 metres of topsoil, which graded into a dark blue-grey clay containing occasional bands of 

limestone. 

 

The works created six sections through the stratification, two of which proved to be of archaeological 

interest. In Section B (ST 59127 69052) a ditch cut into the orange-brown subsoil was exposed This was 

aligned north-south and was 0.6 metres wide. The fill of the ditch was a brown sity clay which produced 

finds of Romano-British pottery, including "a sherd from a copy of a type 37 Samian ware bowl, 

manufactured in the Gloucester area probably c. 2nd century" (Insole 1998). Section C exposed two walls 

(ST 59173 69079) forming the southern corner of the east end of a building, one aligned from south-west 

to north-east survived for a length of 8.3 metres and the other roughly north-west to south-east was a 5.4 

metres long. These walls were constructed of limestone rubble, bonded in an off-white lime mortar and 

both were 0.43 metres wide. The structure was interpreted as part one of the buildings of Filwood Farm. 

The surrounding clay contained quantities of demolition rubble, including roof tile and stone. An area of 

demolition rubble was also observed at the first junction off Hengrove Way (ST 59154 69050). 

 

The archive for the work was deposited in the care of Bristol Museum and Art Gallery under the accession 

number BRSMG 42/1996 (Insole, 1998). 

20638 PH A photograph of Filwood Farm, taken by an unknown photographer in 1945 and published by Bantock et al 

(1996 117). The view looks north-east from the south-west corner of the farmyard and shows the south-

west facing elevation of the a large structure, probably the farmhouse, and the north-west facing elevation 

of a smaller adjoining building. 

 

The main building is of two storeys, and is of coursed stone rubble with a pitched pantile roof. There is a 

chimney stack in the centre of the ridge. Three casement windows are visible at first floor level and two at 

ground floor, but the eastern half of the elevation is obscured by other buildings. A scar can be seen on 

the east side of the window at the west end of the first floor, possibly indicating that the original windows 

may have been replaced. There are freestone copings on each of the gable ends and there is a ball finial 

on the apex of the eastern gable. There is a singe-storey extension on the north-west end of this building, 

constructed of the same materials. This has a single casement window and a door in the south-west facing 

elevation. 

 

The adjoining building is made of the same materials. There are two windows on the first floor and one on 

the ground floor of the north-west facing elevation.. There is a door adjacent to the ground floor window 

with a porch. A coursed stone rubble wall encloses the area in front of these two buildings. 

 

At the very edge of the photograph, on the western side of the farmyard, the end of another building can 

be seen. This is also of coursed stone rubble but the stone seems to have been cut in larger blocks than is 

used in the other buildings. 
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21679 CD The Ordnance Survey first edition 1:2500 plan (Somerset  Sheet VI.15) published in 1885 records Rookery 

Farm some 80 metres to the south of modern Whitchurch Lane. The farm comprises a farmhouse with a 

large building to the north-east. 

21990 WB Between 19 and 29 July 2004 an archaeological watching brief was maintained during groundworks 

associated with construction of a new gymnasium at Hartcliffe School, Teyfant Road, Hartcliffe by Tim 

Longman for Bristol and Region Archaeological Services. The stripping of a depth of 0.1 metres of topsoil 

along the line of a temporary access road and in the areas of the gymnasium and the works compound by 

mechanical excavator was initially monitored. No archaeological features, other than a service trench of 

later twentieth century date, were observed. Several sherds of Romano-British pottery dating to the Third 

or Fourth century A.D. were, however, recovered. Part of an iron balance or steelyard, again interpreted as 

being of Third or Fourth century date, was also recovered during the topsoil strip. Following the topsoil 

strip the ground level was reduced by between 0.2 and 0.3 metres in the area of the gymnasium. Again no 

archaeological features were recorded and no further finds were recovered (Longman 2004; Wills 2005, 

157). 

22009 DA In September 2004 an archaeological desk-based assessment of land to the south of Inns Court, Knowle 

was carried out by Andrew Townsend for Bristol and Region Archaeological Services (Townsend 2004). 

22109 DA In December 2004 an archaeological desk-based assessment of Hartcliffe School, Teyfant Road was carried 

out by Gail Stoten for Cotswold Archaeology (Wills 2005, 156). 

22185 EV Between 21 and 25 April 2005 an archaeological evaluation of land at Hengrove Park was carried out by 

Allen Wright for Cotswold Archaeology (Wright 2005). 
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22411 DA In June 2006 an archaeological desk-based assessment of land at Symes Avenue, Hartcliffe was carried out 

by Tim Longman for Bristol and Region Archaeological Services. The study identified no evidence for 

human activity in the vicinity of the site during prehistory, although it was noted that the Maes Knoll Iron 

Age hillfort lay to the south. Evidence for Romano-British settlement had been found at Briscoe's Avenue 

and elsewhere in Hartcliffe. The Wansdyke, an Anglo-Saxon feature, also ran to around 2 kilometres to the 

south of the study area. During the late-Saxon period the study area formed part of the manor of 

Bedminster and, according to the Domesday survey of 1086, the manor passed into the hands of Geoffrey, 

Bishop of Coutances, after the Norman conquest in 1066. The manor appeared to have included two sub-

manors, Bishopsworth Arthur and Bishopsworth Lions, and it was noted that Pigeon House Farm (SMR 

5165) may have been the location of the court for the Bishopsworth Arthur manor. Pigeon House Farm 

was purchased in 1570 by Hugh Smyth of Ashton Court and was inherited by Edward Gorey in 1760. It 

remained in the ownership of the Gore-Langton family into the twentieth century. 

 

The earliest direct evidence found for the study area was a plan of the parish of Bedminster of 1827 (BRO 

AC/PL 107/2) which indicates that the study area formed part of Pottery Farm (BSMR 5165). The 

Bedminster tithe survey of 1841 (BRO EP/A/32/7) records five fields within the study area (Land Parcels 

1679, 1680, 1685 and 1686). Parcels 1679 (known as "Home Paddock") and 1680 ("House Field" or 

"Twelve Acres") were owned by Sir John Smyth Bart. and leased to Benjamin Britton of Pottery Farm 

(BSMR 3135). Parcels 1685 (known as "One Acre"), 1686 ("Summerleaze") and 1702 ("Eight Acres") 

belonged to Col. William Gore Langton and was rented to James Poole of Pigeon House Farm (BSMR 

5165). By 1851 Pigeon House Farm was occupied by Benjamin Poole and was of approximately 400 acres 

in size. In July 1924 Algernon William Stephen Gore-Langton sold Pigeonhouse Farm and Pottery Farm. 

They were purchased by William White of Church Farm, Clutton. White owned both farms until they were 

subject to Compulsory Purchase for £33,462 (the Dundry Slopes Compulsory Purchase Order) by Bristol 

City Council in 1949. The compulsory purchase order came into force on 18 January 1950. The farm 

buildings were subsequently demolished to allow development of housing estates at Hartcliffe after the 

Second World War. The new houses began to be occupied from 1952. Development of the local shopping 

centre at Symes Avenue began in the mid-1950s but it was not completed until the mid-1960s. A church, 

dedicated to St. Andrew was built in 1958-59 as a chapel-of-ease to St Peter in Bishopsworth and was 

consecrated in 1960. A public library was built in 1973-74. The site was visited on 14 June 2006 (Longman 

2006). 

22471 WB In September 2006 an archaeological watching brief was carried out during redevelopment at Symes 

Avenue, Hartcliffe by Tim Longman for Bristol and Region Archaeological Services. 

24540 WB In July 2007 an archaeological watching brief was carried out at land to the rear of Maynard Road, 

Hartcliff, by Timothy Longman for Bristol and Region Archaeological Services. The excavation by 360 

degree mechanical excavator of foundation trenches for ten new houses was monitored. The groundworks 

revealed that the topsoil and any surviving subsoil had been stripped in the 1960s so that the scalpings 

sub-base for the existing hard standing surfaces directly overlay the natural Lias clay. 

 

No archaeological features or significant archaeological material was recorded during the course of the 

watching brief. 

24627 WB In 2008, Bristol and Region Archaeological Services carried out an archaeological watching brief at 

Hengrove Park (Phase 1). 
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24652 WB In October 2008, Bristol and Region Archaeological Services carried out an archaeological watching brief on 

the site of the Hengrove Park Skills Academy. 

 

The removal of topsoil across the entire area by mechanical excavator was monitored. This revealed 

natural lias clay suggesting that the area had been levelled when the Whitchurch airfield was constructed. 

 

Towards the east corner of the area the remains of a rectangular, wood lined trench or pit was identified. 

This featured measured 1.64m long, 1.16m wide and 1.1m deep. It was filled with a mixture of greyish 

black clay and light brown clay. There was evidence that the structure had been burnt prior to back-filling 

and that it may originally have had a roof. At a depth of 1m within the feature were two discrete areas of 

nails of a type suitable for fixing floor boards. There were over 200 nails in each area. 

 

No other significant finds or features were identified. 

24660 WB In February and March 2007 Emily Rowe of Cotswold Archaeology carried out an archaeological watching 

brief at Hartcliffe Engineering Community College. 

24777 WB In March 2009, Bristol and Region Archaeological Services carried out an archaeological watching brief at 

Hengrove Park, Phase I Infrastructure works. 

 

Ground works involved the stripping of topsoil for road widening at Whitchurch Lane and temporary access 

for phase 1 construction works at Hengrove Park. 

 

The monitoring identified no archaeological finds or features which was attributed to the former use of the 

area for land fill and previous construction of the adjacent airfield. 

24781 BS In April 2009, Bristol and Region Archaeological Services carried out an archaeological building survey of 

Hartcliffe Methodist Church, which formed the northern part of a group of buildings erected in 1957 . This 

had seating for 180 worshippers plus the choir. There was a small western gallery above the main 

entrance to accommodate the organ and choir. At the east end was a shallow apse, with a minister's room 

beyond. 

24782 WB In 2009, Bristol and Region Archaeological Services carried out an archaeological watching brief on the site 

of the Hartcliffe Methodist Church. 

 

 

 

No features or deposits of archaeological significance were revealed and no artefacts predating the modern 

period were recovered. 
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24891 WB Between February and May 2010, Bristol and Region Archaeological Services carried out an archaeological 

watching brief during the construction of car parking, landscaping and associated works at South Bristol 

Community Hospital, Hengrove, Bristol. 

 

 

 

The groundworks revealed topsoil sealing subsoil deposits that directly overlay archaeologically sterile 

clays. A rectangular rubble spread possibly representing the location of a former modern building, and a 

number of land-drains cut into the underlying clay were also observed. No features or deposits of 

archaeological significance were observed during the intrusive groundworks. 

24908 WB In June 2010, David Fallon of Bristol and Region Archaeological Services carried out an archaeological 

watching brief at the proposed site of the Hengrove Leisure Centre, Hengrove Park. 

25017 WB In July 2011, Tim Longman of Bristol and Region Archaeological Services carried out an archaeological 

watching brief on land at Coleshill Drive, Hartcliffe. 

25116 WB In May 2012, Bristol and West Archaeology carried out an archaeological watching brief at the Red Hart, 

Bishport Avenue, Hartcliffe. 

25253 DA In September 2013, Bristol and Region Archaeological Services carried out an archaeological desk-based 

assessment of land at the former Hollybrook Elderly Persons Home, Hareclive Road, Hartcliffe. 

25288 BL In April 2003 Geotechnical Engineering Ltd carried out a ground investigation project at Hengrove Park. 

The project involved 9 boreholes and 47 test pits. 

25292 BL In November 1993 Integral Geotechnique Limited carried out a trial pit investigation at Briscoes Avenue, 

Hartcliffe. The project consisted of 8 trial pits. 

25361 WB In May 2014, Bristol and Region Archaeological Services carried out an archaeological watching brief at the 

former Hollybrook Elderly Persons Home, Grinfield Avenue, Hartcliffe. 
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Appendix 2: Monument Gazetteer 

BCCHER 

Rec No 

Site Name Period Description 

1734M Medieval 

Filton or 

Filwood Deer 

Park 

Med Filton or Filwood Deer Park or chase. The park was a medieval deer park which 

apparently belonged to Keynsham Abbey. The abbey had a grange, chapel and lands and 

tenements in the area. The ancient park of Filwood (also called a Chase) is recorded by 

Saxton in 1642 (Shirley 1867, 11). 

1865M Pottery Farm PM2 Pottery Farm, Bishopsworth. The date of founding of the farm is at present uncertain but 

it was in existence by 1841 when it belonged to the Smyth family of Ashton Court. It was 

recorded by the Bedminster tithe survey as house, yard, gardens and buildings (BRO 

EP/A/32/8) and was then rented by Benjamin Britton. It apparently became known as 

Pottery Farm at a later date. The tenancy was taken on by Ernest Withers, the son of 

John Beard Withers of Pigeonhouse Farm (SMR 5165) later in the century. 

 

Esme Smyth sold the farm at auction in May 1916 and it wasd purchased by William 

White of Church Farm, Clutton. White owned the farm until it was subject to Compulsory 

Purchase by Bristol City Council in 1949, along with his other property Pigeonhouse Farm. 

The farm buildings were subsequently demolished to allow development of housing 

estates at Hartcliffe after the Second World War. 
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2038M Pigeonhouse 

Farm 

PM2 Pigeonhouse Farm. The farm was in existence by 1730 and was also known as Arthurs 

Court (after the Arthur family who had owned the manor in the later-medieval period) or 

Woory's Farm. It was bought by the Smyth family of Ashton Court in 1569-70. The farm 

was inherited by Edward Gore in 1760 and remained in the ownership of the Gore-

Langton family for another century and a half. The Bedminster tithe survey of 1841 (BRO 

EP/A/32/7) records that Colonel William Gore Langton then owned the farm and it was 

rented to James Poole. The farm (Land Parcel 1689) was described as a "House, Garden, 

Yard & Buildings." By 1851 the farm was rented by Benjamin Poole. The tenancy was 

taken over by John Beard Withers in the late-nineteenth century and latterly by his son 

William. 

 

The farmhouse was a three-storey building with a steeply pitched roof (Winstone 1977, 

pl.203). 

 

In July 1924 Algernon William Stephen Gore-Langton sold the farm. It was purchased by 

William White of Church Farm, Clutton for £6912. The 1924 sale documents describe the 

farm as follows: 

 

"The Farmhouse is stone built and tiles and is well placed for the working of the Holding. 

It contains Entrance Hall, Drawing-room, Dining-room, Office or Cloak-room, Kitchen with 

range, spacious Dairy and Scullery with two Boilers on the Ground Floor. Upstairs are six 

Bedrooms (one partitioned by Tenant) and Bathroom. 

 

The Farm Buildings, which are mostly constructed of stone and tiled, are of a substantial 

character and well arranged and include - Tie-up accommodation for 57 head of cattle, 

capital 5-stall stable with Loose-box and Loft over, Meal or Calves-house, Trap and Motor-

house, Lean-to Wagon-house, set of 4 Cattle or Calves-house, Barn with Granary, 

Implements-shed, wooden Refrigerator-house, Fowl-house, &c. There are good Cattle 

Bartons, with large cemented drinking-trough for cattle. 

 

note.- There is an excellent supply of water to the Farmhouse, Buildings and Land 

obtained by gravitation through pipes from a Spring upon the Farm" (BRO 9492(77) 

quoted in Bryant 1993). 

 

White owned the farm until it was subject to Compulsory Purchase by Bristol City Council 

in 1949, along with his other property, Pottery Farm (BSMR 3135). The farm buildings 

were subsequently demolished to allow development of housing estates at Hartcliffe after 

the Second World War. The date of the demolition of the buildings is not known but 

buildings associated with the development of the Hartcliffe estate had been erected by 

1957. 

 

The site was archaeologically evaluated in 1994 (SMR 20007) and subsequently a 

watching brief was carried out. 
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2156M Whitchurch 

Airfield 

Mod Whitchurch Airport. A flying club was established on the site in 1927 and in 1929 the 

Bristol Corporation bought the site and built an apron and hanger. The airport opened in 

1930 and by 1936 several more airport buildings had been constructed. The Air Transport 

Auxiliary moved to Whitchurch from Croydon in August 1939 and became the base for 

No.2 Pool ATA. A concrete runway was built and air defences put in place. The site closed 

in 1957. 

2193M Wills Factory, 

Hartcliffe 

Way 

Mod Wills Factory, located on the southern side of Hartcliffe Way. The factory and an 

associated office block were constructed between 1970 and 1975. The office block was 

designed by the American architectural practice Skidmore, Owings, Merrill. 

 

The factory building was demolished in the 1990s. 

 

The office building has a Grade II listing (Listed Building number 901-1/57/10063). 

2203M Z Rocket 

Battery, 

Bishopsworth 

Mod A rocket battery, or Z Battery, dating to the Second World War located at Bishopsworth. 

The battery formed part of a group of batteries which fired unguided rockets to create a 

box defence (Roberts, 1981 65). It was in existence by the end of 1941, opened 11/1941 

(David Hunt, pers com). The exact location of the battery is not currently known. 

2379M Hill Farm PM2 Hill Farm. The farm lies to the east of the end of Lampton Avenue, Hartcliffe. It is still in 

existence and comprises a farmhouse and outbuildings, many of which have been erected 

since the late 1930s. 

2393M Crox Top Farm Crox Top Farm in Knowle. The farm comprised two main buildings just over 320 metres to 

the south-west of Inns Court, on either side of a lane leading to the farm from what is 

now Hartcliffe Way. Outbuildings lay to the east. 
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2804M Filwood 

Farm, Knowle 

PM1 Filwood Farm or Philwood Farm, located some 400 metres to the south-east of Inns 

Court. The farm was probably established in the mid-seventeenth century. By 1730 it 

formed part of the estate of the Smyth family of Ashton Court and was rented to James 

Forest. At that date it comprised 201 acres (BRO BRO AC/M11/32). By the time of the 

Whitchurch tithe survey of the earlier nineteenth century the farm was owned by Edward 

Gore Langton and let to Benjamin Hall (Burchill 1997). The Hall family apparently 

continued to work the farm until the end of the Second World War, buying the freehold in 

1924 (Bantock et al 1996, 32; 117). 

 

The farmhouse was of probable seventeenth century date. It was of two-storeys and 

attics and measured approximately 14.5 metres from north-west to south-east by 12.5 

metres wide. It was constructed of coursed stone rubble  The south-east and north-west 

facing elevations were gabled and there were freestone copings on each of the gable 

ends with a ball finial at the apexes of the gables at the south-western end of the 

building. The roofs were pantiled and there was a chimneystack at the centre of the ridge 

of the southern range. The northern range had a smaller stack apparently at the centre of 

the ridge and a single flue chimneystack at the south-eastern end of the north-east facing 

elevation. 

 

By the early twentieth century the original windows of the south-east and south-west 

facing elevations had been replaced with timber casement windows. A one-and-a-half 

storey extension was added to the north-west facing elevation of the farmhouse and a 

linked building was attached to its south-east corner. A coursed stone rubble wall 

enclosed the area on the western side of this building and the southern side of the 

farmhouse, presumably forming a garden. The farmyard was to the west of this wall and 

there were a number of outbuildings on the south and west sides of it. Both the 

extensions and the outbuildings were constructed of stone rubble. 

 

The farm survived into the twentieth century and is reported to have been extant in 1945 

(Bantock et al. 1996, 117). It was purchased by Bristol City Council and the buildings 

subsequently demolished. 

 

An archaeological watching brief during development of the site in 1998 (SMR 20460) 

recorded two limestone rubble walls, both bonded in an off-white lime mortar and 0.43 

metres wide, which formed part of one of the outbuildings to the north-west of the 

farmhouse (Insole 1998). The site of Filwood Farm now lies beneath South Bristol 

Business Park on the northern side of Hengrove Way. 
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2852M Rookery 

Farm, 

Whitchurch 

PM2 Rookery Farm, Whitchurch. The farm was located some 80 metres to the south of 

Whitchurch Lane and was in existence by the time of the Ordnance Survey first edition 

1:2500-scale County Series plan (Somerset  Sheet VI.15) published in 1885. At that date 

it comprised a farmhouse with a large building to the north-east. This building had been 

demolished by the beginning of the twentieth century and a smaller structure constructed 

to its east. The farm survived into the twentieth century but was subsequently demolished 

and the site redeveloped for housing. The site of the farm now lies largely beneath the 

houses and gardens of Nos.53-55 Rookery Way. 

3049M Hartcliffe 

Methodist 

Church, 

No.51 

Mowcroft 

Road, 

Hartcliffe 

Mod Hartcliffe Methodist Church located on the eastern side of Mowcroft Road, Hartcliffe. The 

church was built in the mid-twentieth century and is a two-storey Modernist building with 

a pitched copper roof, orientated east-west. There is a wide entrance with a shallow 

canopy above on the west-facing elevation. Projecting from the south-west corner is a 

square Italianate campanile with a tall, narrow light in the centre of the upper stage of 

each face. 

 

A two-storey community hall is attached to the south wall of the church while at the 

south-western end of the hall is the minister's house. 
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Appendix 3: Standards and Guidance 

Methodology 

 

The methodology employed in compiling this document is derived from a number of key sources. 

 

This DBA has been undertaken in accordance with the Standard and Guidance for historic 

environment desk-based assessment (CIfA 2014), which states that a DBA ‘will determine, as far as 

is reasonably possible from existing records, the nature, extent and significance of the historic 

environment within a specified area’ and that in ‘development context desk-based assessment will 

establish the impact of the proposed development on the significance of the historic environment (or 

will identify the need for further evaluation to do so), and will enable reasoned proposals and 

decisions to be made whether to mitigate, offset or accept without further intervention that impact 

(CIfA 2014: 4).   

 

Study Area 

A 1000m Study Area was established for the site in order to contextualise the known and potential 

archaeological resource.  All Heritage Assets, designated and non-designated, were considered 

within this 500m area. 

 

Data Collation 

The DBA involved consultation of available archaeological and historical information from 

documentary, cartographic, photographic and historic environment record sources.  The aim was to 

produce a document that not only considered the potential for archaeological remains on the Project 

Site, but to also put these into their historical and archaeological context.   

 

 

This DBA has been undertaken in accordance with the Chartered Institute for Archaeologists, 2014. 

Standard Guidance for Historic Environment Desk-Based Assessment. Reading: CIfA. 
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