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5.1 Site archive: finds and environmental, quantification and description 

Table 1 Finds and environmental archive general summary 

Building material One shoe box of ceramic building material (all 
discarded after assessment). 
Total 1.37kg 
Three accessioned item retained  

5.1.1 The building material 

Table 2 Building material 

 
Material Count Count as % 

of total 
Weight 
(kg) 

Weight as 
% of total 

Roman ceramic 1 3.7 0.16 11.66 
Medieval ceramic 15 55.56 0.87 63.41 
Post-med ceramic* 11 40.74 0.34 24.93 
Total 27  1.37  

*includes brick samples (not weighted) 

5.1.1.1 Introduction/methodology  

All the building material has been recorded using the standard recording forms used 
by the Museum of London. This has involved fabric analysis undertaken with a x10 
binocular microscope. The information on the recording forms has been added to an 
Oracle database. 
 

5.1.1.2 Roman building material 

5.1.1.2.1  FABRIC 

 
Fabric group 2815. 
 

5.1.1.2.2  FORM 

 
A single brick fragment was recovered from a medieval grave fill (Group 3; context 
[169]). This measures 34mm in thickness suggesting it is either a pedalis, bessalis or 
lydion brick. 
 

5.1.1.3 Saxon building material 

None. 
 

5.1.1.4 Medieval building material 

5.1.1.4.1  FABRICS 

 
2271, 2586, 2587, 3090, 3246.  

5.1.1.4.2  FORMS 

Penn floor tile 
Fabric 3246 near 2894 
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Two fragments of Penn floor tile from Buckinghamshire were recovered from a 
dumping/make-up layer (Group 9; context [101] <11>). Both would appear to be part 
of the same tile. This is unworn and shows what appears to be Eames (1980) design 
2537.   
 
Peg roofing tile 
2271, 2586, 2587, 3090 
 
Fragments of definite and probable medieval peg roofing tile, all London made, were 
recovered from grave fills (Groups 3, 6; contexts [151], [175], [181], [187], [193]). 
Most have a grey core, which is typical of many peg tiles of medieval date, and some 
have the remains of brown glaze on their top surface. Part of a round nail hole is 
present on a peg tile from [169]. The roofing tiles from the burials in Group 3 are of 
1180–1350 date, but the peg tiles made with clay characterised by small black iron 
oxide inclusions (fabrics 2587, 3090) are somewhat later as they only appear with 
pottery dated to 1270–1350.   
 
The peg tile from the double burial (Group 6) was recovered with pottery of 1380–-
1400 date. 
 

5.1.1.5 Post-medieval building material 

5.1.1.5.1  FABRICS 

3032, 3046, 3067 
 

5.1.1.5.2  FORMS 

Tin-glazed wall tile 
Fabric 3067 
 
There are small areas of two tin-glazed ‘delft’ wall tiles, both from levelling/make-up 
layers (Group 9). One (context [108] <9>) illustrates a blue on white landscape scene 
showing two crudely painted boats. This is set in an octagonal powdered purple 
border. Unfortunately the corner decoration is absence which would normally give a 
better indication as to date and origin. The surviving decoration does however look 
similar to London made tiles of 1720–1760, in particular a number of tiles illustrated 
by Betts and Weinstein (2010, 149, nos 297–300) dated to around 1740–1750.  
 
The other (context [109] <10>) has part of a landscape, or possible biblical scene, 
painted in purple on white. This could be either Dutch or English and is probably of 
18th century date. Part of one side has a saw mark where the tile was cut to shape.   
 
 
Brick 
Fabrics 3032, 3046 
 
All the bricks were probably made in brickyards located close to London. 
 
A small broken, reused fragment of brick was found in context [111] (fabric 3046). 
This measures 108mm in breadth by 53–55mm in thickness. On one top edge is a 
small area of sunken margin. This is a red London–made brick of the late 15th–16th 
century but may well be reused as it was found in a roughly constructed brick floor, 
possibly a yard (Group 17). 
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The bricks in the 18th/19th century garden wall were probably associated with a 
domestic premise (Group 13; context [112]). These are similar to those in the 
soakaway, although frogs are absent. Some of the bricks, which measure 216–c 220 
x 99–103 x 57–64mm, are fairly sharp edged which would support a mid 18th–19th 
century date.  
 
From a brick soakaway probably associated with a road to the south (Group 15; 
context [96]) are a number of brick measuring 209–221 x 99–102 x 60–65mm with 
frogs in their lower surface. The bricks are sharp edged suggesting a 1750–1900 
date. This would agree with the suggested 18th/19th century date for the soakaway. 
 

5.1.1.6 Assessment work outstanding 

None. 
 

6 Analysis of potential 

6.1 Building material 

 
The majority of the building material collected would see to relate to the medieval 
occupation of the site. The building material provides some evidence for internal 
decoration in the form of a medieval floor tile and in the post-medieval period, two 
delftware wall tiles. 
 

7 Significance of the data 

The Roman brick (Group 3) is of very little significance as it was found with medieval 
roofing tile in a grave fill. The brick could have been brought on to the site in the 
medieval period, rather than representing Roman occupation of the site.  
 
The 14th century decorated Penn floor tile (Group 9) and the glazed medieval roofing 
tile (Groups 3, 6) probably derive from buildings in the Charterhouse precinct. 
Decorated floor tiles from Penn in Buckinghamshire are already know from 
Charterhouse where they would have been installed in a least one floor during the 
second half of the 14th century. Floor tiles with ten different designs were recovered 
from archaeological work carried out between 1988 and 2000 (Betts 2002, 97–98, 
table 7), but XTE12 has produced the first evidence for the use of Penn tiles 
decorated with Eames design 2537 (or something closely similar). Vast numbers of 
decorated and plain Penn floor tiles were brought into London where they were used 
extensively in the Cities parish churches and monastic buildings.      
 
Earlier work at the Charterhouse has provided good evidence for the extensive use 
of London-made medieval peg roofing tiles, many with a covering of splash glaze, 
together with ridge tiles (Betts 2002, 99). The medieval roofing material XTE12 
probably also derive from buildings at the Charterhouse.     
 
Later buildings at the Charterhouse incorporated considerable quantities of London 
brick, including Washhouse Court constructed around c 1531. The reused fragment 
of Tudor brick from context [111] (Group 17) could belong to a late monastic brick 
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building phase or relate to the post-Dissolution period when the site became 
mansion.   
 
The two tin-glazed delft wall tiles (Groups 9) probably derive from separate structures 
as it is unusual for tiles with purple borders to be used with other tiles without such 
borders. Both are probably from fireplace surrounds, the most common position for 
delft tiles used in London. The landscape tile with the octagonal powdered purple 
border was probably made in London during the mid-18th century, although it is not 
possible to tie it down to a specific pothouse. The other tile could also be from 
London, although it could equally well be Dutch. Further evidence for the use of 
decorative delft tiles is discussed by Barber and Thomas (2002, 90, fig 90) who 
illustrated a Dutch biblical delft tile from a post-Dissolution building on the 
Charterhouse site.   
 
Most of the London-made bricks (Groups 13, 15) relate to mid 18th–19th century 
development of the area.      
 

7.1 Building material 

 
 
Task 1: Edit publication report = 0.25 Day 
 
 
Total time required = 0.25 (quarter) DAY 
 
 

7.1.1.1 Work required for photography 

 
Purple, blue on white delft tile – [108] <9> 
 
Purple of white delft tile – [109] <10> 
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