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Summary Note on Building Materials 
 
A total of 94 fragments of building material were recovered from 25 contexts at XTE12. 
These comprise mainly roofing tile and brick. Two glazed floor tiles are also present 
along with a few pieces of stone. 
 
The building material from XTE12 has been fully recorded and the information added to 
the Oracle database. 
 
Listed below is a summary of the building material in each context: 
 
Context Fabric Type Context Date 
[+] 1810 Penn floor tile 1350–1390 
[+]     (a) 2276 Peg roofing 1480–1800 
[214] 3033 Brick 1500–1600 
[215] 3033, 3046 Brick 1550–1666 
[217] 3033 Brick 1500–1600 
[228] 3033 Brick 1600-1700 
[254] 3033 Brick 1550–1666 
[255] 3033, 3042, 3046 Brick 1500/1550–1666 
[262] 2271 Peg roofing 1800/1830–1950 
[262] 3107 (Reigate stone)  ?  
[262] 3135 (Granite) Curb/cobblestone  
[267] 3033 Brick 1500–1600 
[272] 2816 Peg roofing 1200–1800 
[274] 3033 Brick 1550–1550 
[280] 3033 Brick 1450/70–1550 
[281] 2276 Peg roofing 1480–1800 
[282] 2276 Peg roofing 1480–1800 
[283] 2271, 2276, 2586 Peg roofing 1480–1800 
[286] 2271, 2586, 3090, 3216 Peg roofing 1480–1800 
[290] 2271, 2276, 2587, 3216 Peg roofing 1480–1800 
[293] 2276 Peg roofing 1480–1800 
[294] 2276, 3216 Peg roofing 1480–1800 
[298] 2276 Peg roofing 1480–1550 
[298] 2586 ?  
[298] 3033 Brick  
[299] 2276 Peg roofing 1480–1550 
[299] 3033 Brick  
[300] 3033 Brick 1450/70–1550 
[304] 2276 Peg roofing 1480–1800 



[310] 2271, 3090 Peg roofing 1450/70–1550 
[310] 3033, 3046 Brick  
[313] 2276 Peg & ridge roofing 1480–1800 
[317] 2271, 2276, 2587 Peg roofing 1480–1600 
[317] 2850 Floor tile  
[317] 3033 Brick  
  (a) From backfill N of [235] or [239] deposit (label unclear) 
 
 
 
Discussion 
 
With the exception of the floor tiles (contexts [+], [317]) all the ceramic building material 
probably originates from kiln sites in or close to London. The Reigate stone is from 
Surrey whilst the granite may come from the West Country or the Lake District.  
 
Medieval 
 
Of particular interest from the site is a Penn floor tile from the village of the same name 
in Buckinghamshire. This tile, which dates to around 1350–1390, has an unpublished 
design type never previously recorded in London. Vast numbers of Penn tiles were 
brought into London, mainly to floor parish churches and domestic buildings. 
   
There are also a few fragments of medieval peg roofing tile from contexts [286], [310] 
and [317], and probable peg tile of the same date from context [290]. A medieval brick 
was recovered from context [274]. This brick, which is cream in colour with a red outer 
fire-skin, was a worn base indicating use as paving. It dates to around 1300–1480.  
 
Post–medieval 
 
The majority of post-medieval building material is peg roofing tile with two round nail 
holes near the top edge. A more square shaped hole was present in a tile from context 
[304]. Ridge tile is also present, together with a slightly curved tile (context [298]) which 
could be either a ridge or hip tile. 
 
The majority of bricks can be dated to the period 1450–1666, although major structural 
use of brick in London does begin until the late 15th century. One brick (context [298] 
<42>) is very unusual in having been cut to a chamfer along both ends. Presumably this 
formed some sort of decorative brick feature. Some bricks (contexts [215], [228], [254], 
[255]), have black flacked mortar suggesting they may have been used (reused) after 
the Great Fire of 1666. A brick with a worn header end (context [272]) would appear to 
have been reused as paving.    
 
A glazed but worn floor tile is a Low Countries import dated to around 1480–1600. This 
probably came from the floor of a parish church or monastic building. Vast numbers of 
Low Countries floor tiles were brought into London during the late 15th–16th centuries.  
 
A wedge shaped piece of Reigate stone, probably medieval or early post–medieval in 
date, was recovered from context [262] <22>. The purpose of this stone is uncertain. It 
was found with a partly smoothed fragment of white and black granite ([262] <21>, 



possibly a curb stone. Granite was rarely used in London before the expanding railway 
network allowed ease of movement in the mid-19th century.    
 
 


