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1. Introduction 

1.1 The Consultants 
Rock- Davidson Associates Historic Building Consultancy, consultants, Jacob Rock MA PGDip[Dist] 
HistEnvCons PGCE and Louisa Davidson MA [Dist] HistEnvCons BA(Hons) ALCM AssocIHBC,  was 
formed to help and advise on all aspects of the historic environment; legislation, historic buildings 
pre-1948 and conservation matters. The Consultants have 30 years of experience and interest in the 
arts, architectural history, social history, genealogy, and building conservation. With recent Masters 
Qualifications, postgraduate degrees with distinctions, in Historic Environment Conservation from 
the University of Birmingham, Ironbridge Institute, the consultants are up-to-date regarding current 
practice in all matters relating to the built environment. This course is accredited by the Institute of 
Historic Building Conservation (IHBC) and Louisa Davidson is an Associate Member of the IHBC and 
an Affiliate of the CIfA. The consultants are also members of the Vernacular Architecture Group, 
Victorian Society, and C20 Society. 

1.2 The Client 
This report was commissioned by Brodie Planning Associates Limited. This assessment was to help 
inform the LPA on a proposal but is not an analysis of any proposed new works or the impact. 

1.3 Background Heritage Statements and Assessments 
Heritage statements/assessments should ideally be prepared by an appropriate professional with 
the necessary expertise to properly assess the heritage asset and its significance. For buildings or 
sites of high significance it is recommended that the statement be prepared by an architectural 
historian, an accredited conservation architect or qualified archaeologist paragraph 128. (NPPF, 
2012) ( NPPF Planning Practice Guidance, 2014) and paragraph 141. 

The statement should assess the nature, extent and importance of the significance of the asset and 
its setting and should be detailed enough that the impact of any proposed works on that significance 
and setting can be properly assessed by the conservation team and local planning authority. 

1.4 Farmstead Characterisation Assessments 
The Historic Farmstead Characterisation project was a desk based project which identified all historic 
farmsteads in Worcestershire using the 2nd edition OS map as a base. The number of buildings 
which had been lost was also recorded in addition to other information such as what type of plan 
the farmstead consisted of. Hooze Farm was included in the GIS mapping for this Farmstead 
Character Survey of 2006.  Assessment of any results of any recording exercise should be submitted 
to and made publicly available through the Worcestershire Historic Environment Record (HER) at 
http://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/archaeology/historicenvironmentrecord so it would be useful for 
this Heritage assessment and statement of significance to be available to HER in Worcester. 

1.5 Methodology 
This is a desk and web based assessment using books, Local and County Archives and appropriate 
websites. An HER search from WAAS was commissioned by RDA and has been supplied with this 
report. There was one site visit made on Monday 5th December 2016. No Liability to third parties is 
accepted for advice and statements made in this report. 
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1.6 Limitations 
The client gave a time limitation of 2 weeks to complete the research and write this report, this 
included the time taken to visit the site and take photographs. No historical archive investigation in 
person was made to the County Archives in Gloucester or examination of any title deeds was 
undertaken in the time constriction. 

1.7 Copyright 
Rock Davidson Associates  shall retain full copyright of any commissioned reports, tender documents 
or other project documents, under the Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988 with all rights 
reserved; excepting that it hereby provides a licence to the client and the Council for the use of the 
report by the client and the Council in all matters directly relating to any planning matters and to use 
the documentation for their statutory functions and to provide copies of it to third parties as an 
incidental to such functions. 

.  
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2. The Site 

2.1 Location 
National Grid Reference: SO 81759 33043 

 
 

Hooze Farm, Eldersfield GL19 4PJ Location: Googlemaps 

2.2 Planning History 
Hooze Farm, Eldersfield GL19 4PJ a GDII Listed Building. 

00/00167/FUL Erection of a building for equestrian and agricultural purposes [Granted] 
89/00838/FUL Use part of field as pet cemetery. 89/00902/FUL Erection of stables [Withdrawn] 
89/01467/LBC Alteration to fenestration and replacement windows; internal alterations to provide 
sanitary accommodation. -62- [Granted] 10.04.2000 01.06.1989 [Withdrawn] 04.05.1989 [Granted] 
26.09.1989 

Examination of the planning history also revealed approval of a substantial extension to the south 
front elevation in 2005 05/01040/FUL and this is discussed in 4.3 4.5 and 5.3 Phasing Current 
Buildings and Levels of Significance. 
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2.3 Listed Building Description 

Hooze Farmhouse and attached outbuildings II Farmhouse.   

District: Malvern Hills District Type: District Authority Parish: Eldersfield Grade: II 

English Heritage Building ID: 355182  List entry Number: 1250604 

Date first listed: 23-Feb-1987 Date of most recent amendment: 12-Apr-1989 

ELDERSFIELD CP HARDWICK GREEN SO 83 SW 7/169  

Late C17/early C18 with early C19 extension and C20 alterations. Timber-framed with whitewashed 
brick infill and partly rendered brick. Plain-tile roof with brick central ridge and rear lateral stacks. 
Lobby-entry L-plan with rear wing on left which may be earlier. 2 storeys and semi-basement cellar. 
C20 front wall of 2-window range of casements with central door and open gabled porch. Right end 
has cross window and 5 x 3 panels of framing with tension brace and jowled posts. Rear of main 
range has similar blocked window and framing. Rear wing has 8 x 3 panels of slightly heavier 
scantling, a 2-light staircase casement, later projecting brick stack and small lean-to extension.  

Rear gable has framing, 2-light casement and, at lower level, early C19 ciderhouse containing 
complete cider mill and press.  

Left side of house has brick walling to basement with door and window and framing above with 3 
cross windows. Projecting forwards an early C19 brick 2-storey wing with doors, casements, and 
brick end stack.  

Interior: open fireplace with bressummer, chamfered beams, old purlins and clasped principals 
partly visible. The early C19 wing has open fireplace and bake oven. 
 
Listing NGR: SO8175933043  

https://www.historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/list-entry/1250604 

2.4 Background- Listed Building Consent and the NPPF 
Since the introduction of Planning Policy Statement 5 (PPS5): Planning and the Historic Environment 
in March 2010, any application affecting heritage assets needs to include an assessment of the 
significance of the asset and its setting. This is now outlined in the National Planning Policy 
Framework with para.128 of particular relevance ( NPPF Planning Practice Guidance, 2014) and Para 
141. 
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Paragraph 128: In determining applications, local planning authorities should require an applicant to 
describe the significance of any heritage assets affected, including any contribution made by their 
setting. The level of detail should be proportionate to the assets’ importance and no more than is 
sufficient to understand the potential impact of the proposal on their significance. As a minimum the 
relevant historic environment record should have been consulted and the heritage assets assessed 
using appropriate expertise where necessary. Where a site on which development is proposed 
includes or has the potential to include heritage assets with archaeological interest, local planning 
authorities should require developers to submit an appropriate desk-based assessment and, where 
necessary, a field evaluation.  
 

Paragraph 141: Local planning authorities should make information about the significance of the 
historic environment gathered as part of plan-making or development management publicly 
accessible. They should also require developers to record and advance understanding of the 
significance of any heritage assets to be lost (wholly or in part) in a manner proportionate to their 
importance and the impact, and to make this evidence (and any archive generated) publicly 
accessible. However, the ability to record evidence of our past should not be a factor in deciding 
whether such loss should be permitted.  
 

It is usual practise for applications for Listed Building Consent, for applicants to provide a written 
statement that includes a schedule of works to the listed building(s), an analysis of the significance 
of archaeology, history and character of the building/structure, the principles of and justification for 
the proposed works and their impact on the special character of the listed building or structure, its 
setting and the setting of adjacent listed buildings may be required. A structural survey may also be 
required in support of an application for listed building consent. Statements can include 
supplementary photographs and reports if appropriate. Where the significance is very high, or the 
proposed works have substantial impact, normally supplementary information may be a required 
part of the assessment of significance. (NPPF, 2012)(1) Paragraph 141, National Planning Policy 
Framework, Department for Communities and Local Government, March 2012 

This assessment has been commissioned to help inform the LPA on a proposal but is not an analysis 
of any proposed new works or the impact. 

2.5 Curtilage Listed Buildings 
Any object or structure fixed to the principal building or buildings and any object or structure within 
the curtilage of the building, which, although not fixed to the building, forms part of the land and has 
done so since before 1st July, 1948 is by law to be treated as part of the listed building. It may be a 
criminal offence to fail to apply for listed building consent for works to a curtilage building when it is 
needed, so if in doubt the local planning authority should be contacted. 

An assessment on December 5th 2016 would suggest the timber framed Barn and attached brick and 
timber outbuilding, the two storey brick Stable, and part of the stabling opposite pre date 1948 so 
would be considered curtilage listed buildings. The attached Cider house and its Cider Mill and Press 
are listed GDII with the Farmhouse.  



RDA Heritage Assessment and Statement of Significance, Hooze Farm, Eldersfield GL19 4PJ 
WSM68336 

Rock Davidson Associates Historic Building Consultants 
 8 

8  

3. Assessment of the Farmstead  
The search area includes a Historic Farmstead, as identified by English Heritage's 'Historic 
Farmsteads Project', and RDA consulted all the current project publications and the ‘The Historic 
Farmsteads Preliminary Character Statement: West Midlands Region’. [Published in August 2006 by 
the University of Gloucestershire in association with English Heritage and the Countryside Agency.], 
and, due to the farm once being in Gloucestershire ‘The Historic Farmsteads. Preliminary Character 
Statement: South West Region’. Published in August 2006 by the University of Gloucestershire in 
association with English Heritage and the Countryside Agency. RDA also referred to the FARMSTEAD 
ASSESSMENT FRAMEWORK IN MALVERN HILLS DISTRICT and our report comprises a brief description 
of the whole site and its landscape context to assess the heritage significance of the building and 
site, from its contribution to local character to the significance of individual buildings. Particular 
reference was made to the WORCESTERSHIRE FARMSTEADS RECORDING AND RESEARCH GUIDANCE 
written by Jeremy Lake of English Heritage and Emily Hathaway and Shona Robson-Glyde of the 
Worcestershire County Council Archive and Archaeology Service. RDAs report assessment  for 
building recording is equivalent to Level 1 and was based on information in the Farmstead 
Assessment Framework Toolkit  and fulfils most of the requirements for more detailed appraisal, 
prior to the application stage, for farmsteads which include designated heritage assets (which are 
shown to be of potentially greater significance). This provides an important foundation for 
discussion with the planning authority and can assist in the development of proposals. [See 3.2] 

3.1 Historical Area Assessment-Location and Landscape Setting 

3.1.1 Location  
Hooze Farm was until 1931 in Gloucestershire in the parish of Forthampton when the area 
transferred to Eldersfield Worcestershire. It was situated in the extreme West of the Estate on the 
border of Worcestershire and the parishes of Eldersfield to the South and Pendock to the North. 
Therefore an assessment and research was required for both Forthampton, Eldersfield and Pendock. 

3.1.2 Forthampton- Historical Background 
The Victoria County History states in 1968 A History of the County of Gloucester: Volume 8, ed. C R 
Elrington 

“Forthampton lies on the west bank of the Severn, opposite Tewkesbury. Its rural character and 
appearance are relatively unaffected by modern developments. Until 1931 the parish comprised 
2,540 a., and was elongated though regular in shape, stretching over 4 miles from east to west and 
little more than 1½ mile across at any point.  The account here printed concerns the area that formed 
the parish up to 1931, in which year the western end, 1,086 a. in area, was transferred to Eldersfield 
(Worcs.). The area transferred was roughly coextensive with the hamlet or township of Swinley, 
mentioned as a hamlet of Forthampton in 1286; in 1287 Forthampton and Swinley occurred as 
separate townships.  In the 18th century Downend was also said to be a hamlet, but it appears never 
to have been administratively distinct. The River Severn is the eastern boundary of the parish; the 
northern boundary for most of its length followed the Tewkesbury-Ledbury road, and at the western 
end the Longdon brook; the southern boundary in large part followed lanes and footpaths. Open 
fields in Forthampton and in Swinley were inclosed during the 18th century.”   
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1888 Map showing the 
elongated finger of Forthampton 
stretching 4 miles from east to 
west. 
 
County Map Glous Credit:1888 
GB Historical GIS / University of 
Portsmouth, History of 
Forthampton, in Tewkesbury and 
Gloucestershire 

 

“In 1751, 13 cottages in Forthampton and 11 in Swinley were alleged to have been built without the 
statutory 4 a. and without the lord's licence. The isolated farm-houses include Hooze Farm and 
Swinley Court, where there were apparently houses in the Middle Ages.” 

[Ref A History of the County of Gloucester: Volume 8, ed. C R Elrington (London, 1968), British History 
Online http://www.british-history.ac.uk/vch/glos/vol8 [accessed.Dec 8th 2016].  

 
Photo: c1750 Forthampton Estate Map from VC Forthampton c1750 showing Hooze Farm called The 
Hooze within the lands owned by Forthampton Court. 
 

Forthampton Court is a Country house. It developed as residence for the abbots of Tewkesbury 
C12-mid C16. Great Hall and solar block probably built by Abbot Thomas Parker C15. North-east wing 
added by John Wakeman, Bishop of Gloucester, died 1549. Minor alterations by Isaac Maddox, 
Bishop of Worcester mid C18. Remodelled by Philip Webb for John Yorke 1889-91, further modified 
by F.S. Chesterton 1913 and by R. Blenham-Bull in 1958 
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In 1870-72, John Marius Wilson's Imperial Gazetteer of England and Wales described Forthampton like this: 

FORTHAMPTON, a parish in Tewkesbury district, Gloucester; adjacent to the river Severn and to the 

boundary with Worcester, 2½ miles W of Tewkesbury r. station. It has a post office under Tewkesbury. 

Acres, 2, 440. Real property, with Swinley, £3, 945. Rated property of F. alone, £2, 807. Pop., 442. 

Houses, 96. The property is divided among a few. Forthampton Court belonged once to the abbots of 

Tewkesbury, and belongs now to J. Yorke, Esq. The living is a vicarage in the diocese of Gloucester and 

Bristol. Valne, £138. Patron, J. Yorke, Esq. The church is ancient, cruciform, and good. 

http://www.visionofbritain.org.uk/place/10699 

 
Map 1831 GB Historical GIS / University of Portsmouth, History of Forthampton, in Tewkesbury and 

Gloucestershire | Map and description, A Vision of Britain through Time. URL: 
http://www.visionofbritain.org.uk/place/10699 

The Victoria County History in 1968 refers to the Economic and Agricultural use for this area of 
Forthampton as follows:- 

“In the early 17th century the cereals grown were wheat, barley, and peas, of which barley was 
grown in the greatest quantity. The demesne hay was a profitable crop, though slightly less so than 
timber and coppice wood. The lord of the manor also had a hopyard, and in 1639 received an 
account for the purchase of 57,000 plants of 'mather' (either madder or maythe, i.e. camomile) and 
their cultivation over the previous 5 years. In 1751 and 1752 there were evidently separate groups of 
open fields for Forthampton and Swinley, which were then undergoing gradual and piecemeal 
inclosure.  No early reference to open fields in the parish has been found, but the number of ploughs 
in the 11th century suggests that the arable land comprised something more than small, scattered 
assarts of former woodland.”…. “There were 10 farms in the parish in 1802. The 6 in Forthampton 
ranged from 68 a. to 379 a., and 3 were over 150 a. In Swinley, excluding Hooze farm, there were 3, 
of 275–331 a.; two of them had formerly been more than one farm. In 1831 there were 11 farmers, 
all of whom employed labour, and there were still 11 or 12 farmers in the early 20th century.  There 
were 11 farms, of which four were in Swinley, in 1966.” [Ref A History of the County of Gloucester: 
Volume 8, ed. C R Elrington (London, 1968), British History Online http://www.british-
history.ac.uk/vch/glos/vol8 [accessed December 8th 2016]. 
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3.1.3 Eldersfield-Historical Background 
The HER search for Eldersfield and its surroundings including Hooze Farm describes as follows:- 

The search area sits within a gently rolling to flat lowland topography based on bedrock geology of 
mudstone with superficial geology made up of alluvium that follows the course of the Longdon Brook 
and its tributaries. The region is made up of small irregular fields, characteristic of piecemeal 
enclosure, interspersed with later larger amalgamated fields. There are also some relic enclosed strip 
fields surviving in the south of the region. The northern region sees an irregular field pattern made up 
of former meadowland and grazing marsh that was drained and enclosed in the 18th and 19th 
centuries that is currently mainly in pastoral use. Settlement within the region consists of scattered 
houses and farmsteads on winding lanes. Within the search area clustered settlement is surrounded 
by large swathes of piecemeal enclosure in the south east, east, north and north west which is 
interspersed with areas of field amalgamation, modern subdivision, water meadow and 
Parliamentary enclosure, with recent woodland seen in the east. Within the search area lie 9 Listed 
Historic Buildings dating to the 14th, 17th and 18th centuries as well as 9 other unlisted historic 
buildings dating to the 17th and 18th centuries. A Historic England project to identify the Historic 
Farmsteads of Worcestershire also recorded 5 farmsteads and 2 outfarms within the search area 
dating to the 14th, 17th and 19th centuries. In addition to the built environment there are also 
monument records for the site of an undated enclosure, Roman enclosure and marching camp, 
medieval moated site, fishpond, deserted village, priory, earthwork, ridge and furrow, hollow way 
and post medieval earthworks, watermeadow, outfarm, quarry, boundary ditch and dwelling. The 
Portable Antiquity Scheme has identified 1 find of a silver coin dated to the 16th century. Locally 
unstratified finds recorded within the search area include a silver 14th century annular brooch and 
Roman and medieval pottery. There have been numerous archaeological investigations within the 
search area which includes documentary research, several field walking episodes, finds retrieval, 
watching brief and excavation. There could be some potential for below ground archaeological 
features and deposits from the medieval and post medieval periods, with some further potential for 
earlier periods, such as the Roman period, to also be represented within the archaeological record. 
[Ref HER WSM68336 Hooze Farm HER Report pg 6] 

Nearby to the South a Ridge and furrow earthworks and a pond, east of Hardwick Court, Eldersfield 
[Ref HER pg 77] WSM06973 Moat, Hardwick Court, Eldersfield (Monument WSM06973) A site visit in 
1995 to observe foundation trenches. Observed that moat has more than one ditch, possibly 
suggesting that 2 moats were built. [1] Record card: Kelly, H. 1995. Fieldwork Progress Report - 
Hardwick Court, Eldersfield. WHEAS. SWR12241 WSM06973 Moat, Hardwick Court, Eldersfield 
(Monument WSM06973) [Ref HER report pg 16] To the North Fields adjacent Prior's Court. 
WSM08776 Site of Deserted Medieval Village HWR3705 Fields and Enclosed Land [Ref pg 31HER] 

The book ‘The Buildings of England Worcestershire’ updated Pevsner series below has a reference to 
Hardwick Court a GDII* listed building on the boundary with Hooze Farm. Hardwick Green, on the 
boundary is also the site of a Medieval sunken village settlement as well as the above mentioned 
Medieval village at Priors Court across the M50 at Old Pendock. Hooze Farm lies in the middle and 
between these two Medieval sunken villages sited high up on a tump. [See Appendix I Medieval 
sunken villages] 
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With Reference to Eldersfield-‘Buildings of England Worcestershire’ updated Pevsner Book 

ELDERSFIELD 

“Extensive parish on the Gloucestershire boundary, partly open marshy common, with outbreaks of 
the regular hills. On the most prominent, half a mile north west of the church Gadbury Bank, and 
approximately oval Iron Age hillfort, 9 acres within a single rampart, above steep wooded slopes. 

Many timber framed farmhouses, Pigeon House Farm, on a notice site two thirds of the mile east, is 
distinguished by its fine tall brick dovecot, dated 1705: Square, Cross gabled. Hardwick Farm, half 
mile north east, formally Hardwick Court, is also partly moated; all range rebuilt 1618, with 
mediaeval E cross wing, all mostly encased in 19 century brick. The wing retains its massive stack and 
fine three bay roof, perhaps late 14th century, with cambered tie beams, intermediate collars, cusped 
wind braces, cusped knee braces, and principles forming quatrefoils” [Ref ‘The Buildings of England. 
Worcestershire.’ Alan Brooks and Nikolaus Pevsner 2007 p.280-81]  

See List descriptions for nearby Listed buildings within 1000m in HER Search HER WSM68336 Hooze 
Farm HER Report. 
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3.2 The current setting 

3.2.1 Setting and Vistas 
Across Herefordshire and Worcestershire there are numerous small hamlets and farmsteads set in 
an anciently enclosed landscape, possibly ‘the least damaged set of old landscapes in the country’ 
(Roberts & Wrathmell 2000, P17 p.56). [Ref Historic Farmsteads Character Statement West 
Midlands.] 

To the west of the river Severn, farmsteads relate to ancient patterns of enclosure, in strong 
contrast to the predominantly village-based settlement to the east of the river. Here the great 
majority of isolated farmsteads were formed as part of the enclosure of open fields, between the 
16th and early 19th centuries, some occupying moated sites of the 12th to 14th centuries and others 
the sites of settlements that contracted in the 14th to 16th centuries. The relict ridge-and-furrow 
fieldscapes include some of the best-preserved in England. [4.2.18 Severn and Avon Vales (JCA 106)] 

Arable has historically been most concentrated on the heavy but fertile soils of the Lias Clay 
landscapes to the east, although pasture again increased from the 18th century in tandem with 
enclosure (Thirsk 1984, p.188).Cheese production and fruit orchards, particularly for cider and perry, 
were features of this area.  

Hardwick Court a GDII*Hardwick Farmhouse listed building lies on the boundary with Hooze Farm to 
the South at Hardwick Green  and Hardwick House Grade II Eldersfield, Worcestershire. Both 
farmsteads lie to the South and are remnant sites of a Medieval sunken village/s. To the North is the 
Medieval village at Priors Court and Pendock Church across the M50 at Old Pendock. Hooze Farm 
lies in the middle and between these two Medieval sunken villages high up on a tump. 

With Reference [7.14 Farmsteads and Moated Sites/ Shrunken Settlement] “Moated sites and 
shrunken settlements have high potential to reveal important material that will have been lost 
elsewhere through intensive cultivation and settlement, and that can be interpreted in relationship to 
standing fabric and farmstead form/type” [See Appendix I Medieval sunken villages] 

 

                Hooze Farm 
 
 
 
 
Hardwick House 
 
 
Hardwick Court 

Source: Google Earth 
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3.2.2 PHOTOGRAPHIC VIEWS 
To the South of Hooze Farm lie Hardwick Farmhouse [Court] and Hardwick House. 

  
Hardwick Farmhouse [Court] GDII* Hardwick Court 
geograph-019827-by-Bob-Embleton 

 

 

 
            Hardwick House GDII 
  

Entrance gateway to lane and approach to Hooze Farm 
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The approach track through Gate to Hooze Farm GDII from the South from Hardwick, land rising up. 
Southern Elevations 
 

 
Rear North elevations of Hooze Farm and Barn [right] with land with ditch/furrow sloping down 
towards to the former orchard and pond, and Longdon Brook, and the M50  



RDA Heritage Assessment and Statement of Significance, Hooze Farm, Eldersfield GL19 4PJ 
WSM68336 

Rock Davidson Associates Historic Building Consultants 
 16 

16  

 
Looking from rear of Hooze Farmhouse  towards former Orchards looking towards M50 and  Priors 
Court GD II in the distance. Some apple trees remain. 
 

  
Source: Pendock Church M50 geograph-2042814-by-J-Whatley, Priors Court geograph-792236-by-
Bob-Embleton 

The M50 Pendock Parish Church GD I. “Mid-C12 with C14 and C15 alterations and additions. 
Sandstone rubble with tile roof. Comprises a west tower, nave, lower chancel, 
north vestry, and north porch. The C15 tower has diagonal buttresses, and a pyramidal roof set back 
behind a parapet” [ref NHLE];on the right, and Priors Court GDII C17 manor house. 
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Looking across to Hooze Farm from a footpath by Longdon Brook. Hooze farm geograph-1827156-

by-Bob-Embleton. 
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3.3 Historic Character-mapping 

3.3.1 Plan form of the farmstead at Hooze Farm GL194PJ 
The 2nd Edition Ordnance Survey map, dating to 1902, [See OS map in HER Search HER Search HER 
WSM68336 Hooze Farm HER Report pg 10 and pg 74] records outbuildings at Hooze Farm, 
Eldersfield. Partially extant 17th century listed farmstead with unconverted buildings. Regular 
courtyard of L-plan. Additional, prominent detached elements to the main plan. The farmhouse is 
detached with gable on to the yard. There has been a partial loss (less than 50%) of traditional 
buildings. Located within a loose farmstead cluster. Cider house located within the farmstead. Large 
modern sheds are located on the site. [1][2] West Midlands Farmsteads and Landscapes Project 
Regional Statement [3] 

Also, reference to The Worcestershire Farmsteads Guidance: Part 1 Farmsteads Assessment 
Framework and Part 2 Worcestershire Farmsteads Character Statement [4][5] Working building(s): 
19th century (?) 19th century cider house, containing complete cider mill and press, attached to 
house. 

House characterised as GAB to yard as this is considered the dominant character. RCL character has 
most likely developed from a LC plan [6]. [RCL notes presence of a prominent Regular L – plan within 
a dispersed multi – yard group] 

Map and labels Source: Google Earth annotated by RDA 

 
Surviving traditional buildings within the Farmstead; Barn & attached outbuilding; stable; cowhouse 
and attached Cider House. 



RDA Heritage Assessment and Statement of Significance, Hooze Farm, Eldersfield GL19 4PJ 
WSM68336 

Rock Davidson Associates Historic Building Consultants 
 19 

19  

3.4 Farmstead Building Descriptions 

3.4.1 Overview 
Historic farmsteads all contain two or more of the following components: Housing; the farmhouse is 
either attached or detached from the working buildings. It may face into or away from the main 
yard, and will face into or be sited to one side of its garden. Barns; barns are the dominant building 
on most farmsteads. [A barn for storing and processing the harvested corn crop over the winter 
months; Smaller and ancillary buildings set away from the yard are common.; cartsheds, sometimes 
stables and other ancillary buildings can be placed facing towards routes and tracks. 

 With a total of 23,937 acres under fruit, Worcestershire was ranked the second (after Kent) most 
important fruit growing county in England and Wales. However, by 1937, a large proportion, as 
much as 15 – 20% of the county's fruit acreage, consisted of old and degenerate cider, perry and pot 
fruit orchards (Buchanan 1944, 451). A considerable quantity of the cider and perry made in the 
county was sent to external markets. The 1923 Census of Fruit Trees recorded a total of 1,834,621 
fruit trees in Worcestershire, made up of 766,100 apples, 136,327 pears, 53,065 cherries and 
857,144 plums. Local specialization was evident; cherries, damsons and pears, for example, were of 
greatest importance west of the Severn. 

There are notable concentrations, however, in the fruit producing and market gardening areas in the 
north west and around Pershore and throughout the open pastures and orchards in the south west 
around, Castlemorton and Longdon. [ref Worcestershire Farmstead Assessment] 

3.4.2 Farm Building Descriptions at Hooze Farm 
Hooze Farm would appear to be historically predominantly arable with a very strong association with 
Cider making, with large orchards, a running brook/stream and ponds and a complete Cider house. 
There is a threshing barn for the cereal crops that were grown. The acreage was 56 acres in 1837 
and still substantial acreage today [stretching to Longdon Brook], with the orchards positioned in the 
centre to the North of the Farmhouse. NB SEE SECTION 4 for ASSESSMENT OF THE C17 FARMHOUSE. 

A search of historical newspapers, for Hooze Farm, from the 19th century gives a good understanding 
about the Farm buildings, crops grown and the diversification to cattle in the late C19th. 

1837 To Let All that farm called the Hooze consisting of arable and Meadow land with the dwelling 
House,Barn,stable, out houses,  erected thereon and now in good repair. Containing together 56 
acres and 11 perches and situated in the Parish of Forthampton.[ Gloucester Chronicle 6th of May 
1837 and Worcester Journal 4th May 1837.] 
 
1853 Hooze Farm Forthampton sale of growing crops of corn ,Rick of peas , and 20 tonnes of hay. Mr 
James Biscoe who is about to leave. 16 lots including wheat, peas, a threshing machine, Suffolk drill, 
two furrow, plough and pair of Harrow and with the permission a capital bay nag horse , six years 
old, steady to ride or drive. [Gloucester Journal 20th August 1853] 
 
1854 To let at Candlemas a farm called The Hooze, good farmhouse all necessary outbuildings ,60 
acres of very fertile land, chiefly arable and orcharding  situated in the parish of 
Forthampton.  [Hereford Times 4th of February 1854] 
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1865 To let The Hooze in the parish of Forthampton county of Gloucester and Eldersfield county of 
Worcester. All except two acres is tithe free, substantial dwelling house suitable convenient 
agricultural buildings in good repair land consists of strong corn land and Rich pasture 58 acres 2 r 39 
p. [Gloucester Journal 22nd July 1865] 
 
1866 auction the Hooze farm Forthampton sale of growing crops hay, implements, horses, household 
furniture under distress for rent. 6 acres of wheat, 6 acres of Barley,  9 acres of beans ,small rick of 
peas, 2 Ricks of hay ,1 acre potatoes ,2 useful horses, harness ,wagon cart ,skim plough,2 rolls, drags, 
Harrow, 2 scuffle ploughs, 2 wheelbarrows, together with the household furniture, casks, cider etc 
etc [Gloucester Journal 11th of August 1866] 
 
1879 1880 reporting in the Gloucestershire Echoe in 1904 about William James Parry bankruptcy  
In 1879/80 William James Parry took the Hooze farm and a place ad joining total acreage of 140. He 
had £200 capital while his landlord Mr Yorke lent him £300. He married and remained at Hooze for 
about 10 years during which time he lost all his money and went as farm bailiff to Mr Melville Harvey 
at Elmbridge Farm. 
 
1883 death of Williams son 1 years old Hooze Farm  
 
1901 (note farm must have diversified) Auction  
Valuable herd 48 shorthorn cattle comprising  dairy cow in calf, a 3 year old barren heifer, 18 2 year 
old heifers and oxen,21  yearling heifers and oxen, 7 weaned calves and a yearling bull.  
5 powerful and active young cart horses and mares 2 cart colts, 2 Hackney cobs and a thoroughbred 
5 year old bay Mare, Poultry. 
Agricultural implements casks, dairy utensils portion of well manufactured household furniture and 
other effects by direction of Mr FC Webb who is leaving.[Gloucestershire Chronicle 21st September 
1901] 
 
1928 
Auction instructed by Mr W J Webb who is leaving on retiring from farming. Hooze Farm 29 well bred 
cattle ,6 dairy cows 22 two year old and yearling heifers, oxen, 2year  old shorthorn Bull ,9 Shropshire 
sheep,2 cart horses, Poultry,  casks, dairy utensils. Agricultural implements, few lots of household 
furniture and other effects. [Gloucester Journal 24th of March 1928] 
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The current Farmstead consists of at least 50% of traditional buildings; the C17 Farm house, the 
RARE C18/C19 Cider House, a C17 Barn and attached building. A C18/19 Stable, and the remains of 
what may have been a Cowshed. All other buildings/sheds are modern C20 or C21. 

  
  

3.4.3 The Threshing Barn and possible Cart Shed/Loose Box 

 
Photos: Attached single storey building refaced brick frontage, 
original C17 square panelled brick nogged, rear and side  

The pitched roof  is clay tile;  
3 bays ;Queen post roof truss 
probably C19. 
Prominent cross brace in close 
studding. End frame square 
framed with boarded infill, Oak 
Butt edged boards in grooves 
C17 box frame.  
Three bays long, with two 
storage bays flanking a central 
bay in which a threshing floor 
lies between the large 
entrances on either side. 
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“Over the whole of Britain barns are remarkably uniform in plan. In the simplest (and most common) 
case the barn is three bays long, with two storage bays flanking a central bay in which a threshing 
floor lies between the large entrances on either side. One doorway is usually larger than the other, to 
allow for a heavily loaded harvest wagon to enter. The crop wheat, barley, oats and rye – was 
refreshed with flails on the stone, Earth or timber threshing floor during the winter months, the two-
doorway providing through draft for winnowing.” [Ref Discovering Timber Frame Buildings: Farm 
Buildings Richard Harris pg 58] 

 

  
Photos: Queen post roof truss probably C19             Photos: Prominent cross brace in close studding 
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3.4.4 The Stable 

 
Survivor of a longer range of buildings as seen on 1903 Ordnance 
Survey Map, now replaced by modern sheds to the rear 

 
Clay tile pitched roof 
Brick 2 storey; dentiled 
eaves, not original stable 
door and loft door recent 
renewal; Interrupted tie-
truss 2 bays in loft with and 
floor space; diamond air 
vent. 
Stone date marker below 
eaves 1859 but this may 
have been inserted later and 
is not always an indicator to 
age of building. 
 

 

 

 
 

 Photos: Two storey Stable and details 
A few stables dating to before 1700 have been identified in local surveys, while many more date 
from the 18th century. One of the reasons for this rise in number was the decline in the use of oxen. 
The size of stabling was, like granaries and cart sheds, loosely linked to the arable acreage of the 
farm. The number of horses needed to work a farm changed little until the arrival of the tractor, with 
one horse for every 20 acres being the frequently quoted figure. Smaller farms still needed a team of 
horses, so even a 50-acre farm might well have four horses. Most farms still kept a few working 
horses until the 1950s, and they were finally replaced by tractors during the 1960s. Farmsteads, and 
the farmyards attached to manor and gentry houses, often had stables for riding and coach horses, 
the upper floors commonly being used as accommodation for stable hands. These were usually well 
appointed and in some cases were used as displays of wealth and status, incorporating architectural 
detailing not found on most other farm buildings. 
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Stable exteriors are characterised by being: • Usually two-storey, with pitching openings and 
ventilation to the first-floor loft and an external staircase. The upper floor sometimes provided 
accommodation for farm labourers or stable lads. Despite textbook advice on the tainting of the hay, 
the practice of housing horses below haylofts persisted, partly because of the perceived need to 
protect horses from chills and draughts. Single-storey stables, commonly with cast-iron ridge vents, 
were built from the later 19th century. • Well lit, with windows ideally opening to the east to catch 
the early morning light. The door was wider and higher than that in the cow house. As stables were 
usually well-lit buildings they tend to be less vulnerable to changes that affect their character 
externally. Carthorse stables are far less likely to retain floor surfaces, internal stalls and fitments 
(such as saddle hooks) than riding-horse stables. Many stables, particularly those located within 
ranges that included cow houses, were converted into dairies when modern electrically powered 
milking and cooling machinery was introduced from the 1950s. [Ref South West Character 
Farmstead] 

 
Photo: Interrupted tie-truss 2 bays in loft of Stable with and floor space; diamond air vent. 
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3.4.5 Former Cow house /cart shed. 

  

 

 
Single storey brick and blockwork however, 
interior retains brickpillars and rear wall (partly 
rebuilt) with corregated roof. 
Historic mapping from the C19 suggests a 
building on this side of the farmyard. 
 
Photos: Front elevation, rear and interior 

 

 

Most surviving buildings for cattle seem to date from the C19. This is partly because of the great 
increase in numbers kept, partly because of a greater appreciation of the benefits of shelter and of 
improved standards in the buildings which resulted in the replacement of earlier ones [Ref 
Discovering Traditional Farm Buildings J.E.C Peters] 
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3.4.6 The Cider House  
With reference to HAY BARNS, CIDER HOUSES AND OTHER CROP-RELATED BUILDINGS IN THE SOUTH 
WEST REGION “The commercial production of cider is documented from the medieval period. East 
Cornwall, west Somerset, south Devon, parts of Gloucestershire (the Forest of Dean) and west Dorset, 
together with Herefordshire in the West Midlands Region, form the premier cider-making area of 
England. It was said, for example, of parts of Gloucestershire that a farmstead was not complete 
without a cider house (Marshall 1796, p.39). Cider houses are frequently incorporated into other 
buildings ranged around the yard. Where the cider house is a separate building it usually does not 
have any particular external characteristics, other than a wide doorway allowing for the passage of 
barrels. Cider could be kept for far longer than beer, and thus on some farms where cider was grown 
for export cider houses were built with storage for barrels. Interior fitments of cider houses, namely 
cider presses and mills, are very rare.” Pg 56[ ‘the Historic Farmsteads. Preliminary Character 
Statement: South West Region’. Published in August 2006] 

  
Photos: Hooze Farm Cider House West Elevation. 

Hooze Farm Cider House, although the weatherboarding on the West elevation appears more 
recent, contains the interior fitments and flooring all intact. 

“A CIDER HOUSE is a building associated with the milling and pressing of cider apples to produce 
cider (or pears for perry) and for storing the drink in barrels. The growing of apples for cider (or pears 
for perry) was important in an area extending from the southern West Midlands to east Cornwall. It 
was also important in other areas, particularly Kent and Suffolk, where few cider houses have been 
identified. Typical features Cider houses are frequently incorporated into other buildings ranged 
around the yard. Where the cider house is a separate building it usually does not have any particular 
external characteristics, other than a wide doorway allowing for the passage of barrels.”  

[Ref Historic England, National Farm Building Types: A Detailed Guide 2013] 
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Photo: Hooze Farm Cider Mill 

 
Photo: Hooze Farm Cider Press, two vertical members rising from the base with a beam operated by 
a screw or levers. Timber tray with a rim was put on the base to catch the juice and direct it to a tub. 
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“The cider house, which first appeared in the 17th century, was the room where apples were crushed 
and pressed for their juice, which was then put into barrels to ferment. It might be either a separate, 
single-storey building or the lower floor of a large one.  

The cider house contained two characteristic pieces of equipment. The first was the apple mill, 
consisting of a circular stone trough with a stone roller which crushed the apples. The roller on a 
wooden arm, connected to a revolving vertical spindle in the centre of the trough; it was driven by a 
horse walking round. The second item of equipment was the press, two vertical members rising from 
the stone base with a beam operated by a screw or levers. Timber tray with a rim was put on the 
base to catch the juice and direct it to a tub. The crushed apple was placed on the tray in 4 inch (102 
mm) layers, separated by cloths. The juice was transferred from the tub to a barrel to ferment. The 
crushed apple might then be re-ground and re-pressed. Most presses had heavy timber frames but 
some later ones were of iron.” [Discovering Traditional Farm Buildings J.E.C Peters] 

 

 

Photo: Hooze Farm Cider House 
Circular Stone Trough with stone 
roller with wooden arm 
connected to vertical spindle. 

 

The barrels for fermenting the juice were normally kept in the cider cellar, which was not necessarily 
connected to the cider house. It might be a cellar under part of the farmhouse, a lean to on the back 
of it, or some other, separate room, probably with a floor partly below ground level. Once the juice 
had fermented enough it was transferred to a fresh barrel for storage.” [Discovering Traditional Farm 
Buildings J.E.C Peters] The Brick Vaulted Cellar under Hooze Farmhouse may have been used for 
Cider Barrel storage. [See Section 4]Cider was commercially produced from the 13th century (Jack 
1988, p.473) and was given added impetus with the publication of Beale’s Herefordshire Orchards in 
1657 (Thirsk 1984, pp.163, 159). Growing of apples for cider was important in the south of the 
Region, from parts of the Shropshire Hills downwards. In Herefordshire alone there are 73 listed cider 
houses although they are often difficult to distinguish from other storage buildings on the farm. 
Sometimes parts of the cider mill survive in situ on the ground floor with the apple store above 
(Major 1988, p.67). [Historic Farmsteads Preliminary Character Statement West Midlands region 
part 1] 
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4. Assessment of the Farmhouse 
 

Hooze Farm was until 1931 in Gloucestershire in the parish of Forthampton when the area 
transferred to Eldersfield Worcestershire. It was situated in the extreme West of the Estate on the 
border of Worcestershire and the parishes of Eldersfield to the South and the historic site of Old 
Pendock to the North now intersected by the M50. The following is an assessment of the Farmhouse 
building. 

4.1 History and Chronology 
Recent ownership since the 1980s and the current land use at the farm appear to be for the keeping 
of horses including equestrian and a large dressage arena. [19th Century newspaper search has 
revealed some of the past tenants/farmers see 3.4.2] 

Due to the time restrictions on producing this report ,an analysis of the Farm Title deeds, if indeed 
there are any to look at, and a visit to the County Archives in Gloucester to view the Forthampton 
Court records were not part of the remit for this report, but a history of some of the past early 
owners of the Farm is recorded in the Victoria County History as follows:- 

The Victoria County History states in 1968 A History of the County of Gloucester: Volume 8, ed. C R 
Elrington 

“In the late 12th century one Alexander held a plough-land in Hooze, at the western end of the 
parish. In 1220 Alexander's son, Philip the chaplain, had possession, though Philip son of Simon laid 
claim to the land on the ground that it had passed from Alexander to his son and heir Simon. The 
same estate may have been the freehold which Mary Throckmorton in 1538, and afterwards Thomas 
Throckmorton (d. 1568), held in Swinley as a tenant of Forthampton manor. Edward Neast had a 
house called Elmhay and 60 a. of land called the Hooze, which his grandson Edward Neast sold in 
1616 to William Dean. In 1641 John Browning sold the same estate to Thomas Barnes and his son 
Anthony, to whom Thomas gave his interest in 1655. Another Thomas Barnes owed suit for the 
Hooze at Forthampton manor court in 1716, and the heirs of the late Mr. Barnes were recorded as 
freeholders in Swinley in 1752. In 1802 and 1808 the 47 a. of the Hooze farm in Forthampton parish 
was one of the two small estates there not belonging to the owners of Forthampton Court. It later 
became part of the Forthampton Court estate, but was sold in 1958 to the occupier, Mr. H. E. Lewis. 
Hooze Farm stands on a prominent tump, which gives the place its name, and was perhaps the house 
with 3 hearths occupied by John Hatton in 1662. It is a square-framed house, with at least one 
numbered timber, of two stories and L-shaped on plan. In the 18th or 19th century the south front 
was bricked, and in the 20th century was rendered.” 

[The Victoria County History A History of the County of Gloucester: Volume 8, ed. C R Elrington] 

A copy of the Tithe map 1843 of Eldersfield has been included in the HER search report but as Hooze 
Farm was in Gloucestershire at this time this map does not include Hooze Farm, however the 
Victoria County History for Gloucestershire again makes reference to the farm and the tithes. 
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“From the Dissolution all the tithes were owned by the lords of Forthampton manor. In 1730 a lapsed 
modus for the small tithes was recalled.  The ownership of nearly all the land by the tithe-owner had 
the effect of making the land tithe-free. In 1634 some leaseholders did not pay tithe and never 
had.  Of the estate owned by the heirs of Thomas Hayward in the late 18th century, Church farm, 
which was anciently freehold, was tithable and Lower farm, formerly copyhold, was tithe-free.  In 
1802 the only tithes owed were those arising from the Hooze farm,  and in 1845 all the tithes were 
merged with the freehold estates on which they were payable.”  

A search of the Victoria County ‘A History of the County of Worcester: Volume 4, Parish of Eldersfield 
in 1926’ suggests the area was plundered during the Civil War and one wonders how this might have 
affected Hooze Farm situated just over the border in Gloucestershire. 

“Eldersfield was the scene of some activity during the Civil War. 'The people were frequently 
plundered, their houses and corn burnt, their cattle taken and their young men carried off to fight.' In 
1644 the army of the Parliament under Colonel Massey came to Eldersfield hoping to find the enemy 
there. The Royalists had retired to Redmarley, whither the Parliamentarians pursued after staying in 
Eldersfield two or three hours to refresh themselves and their horses.  Acts for inclosing lands in this 
parish were passed in 1836, 1840 and 1861. The awards are dated 1 August 1845 and 15 September 
1865.”  

[Citation Parishes: Eldersfield', in A History of the County of Worcester: Volume 4, ed. William Page 
and J W Willis-Bund (London, 1924), pp. 76-83. British History Onlinehttp://www.british-
history.ac.uk/vch/worcs/vol4/pp76-83 [accessed 4 December 2016] 
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4.2 Map Regression 
A study of historic mapping was undertaken by RDA. Tithe maps for this area were not consulted at 
the County Record Office in Gloucester due to limitations .The Tithe Map was included in the HER 
search report by WAAS but is over the original border pre 1931 and in Worcestershire. [Ref HER 
Report The Hooze Farm WSM68336 pg 10-13] 
The following maps therefore have been studied and referenced:- 
The 1750 Forthampton Estate; 1831 sheet 54 Series: First Series, 1886 1st Edition Map 6 inch , 1888 
County Map Glous ,2nd Edition OS Map 1902 [See HER pg 10]1937-61 1:25 Map, 1937 1:25.000,1945 
Vision of Britain, 1945 [visionofbritain.org.uk maps sheet new_pop 264_143] and Google Earth maps 
from 1999, 2005,2007 2009 and 2013. 
NB 
Field reorganisation occurred as a result of the construction of the M50 motorway. These fields 
appear to form part of Linch Meadows on the 1st Edition OS map and the canalised Longdon brook 
running down the south side of this parcel, along with ridge and furrow earthworks, suggest a 
possible watermeadow system. Additional attribute data for Fields and Enclosed Land [HER 
HWR3703 pg 29[Ref HER Report The Hooze Farm WSM68336] 

 

 
The 1750 Forthampton Estate based on maps and documents at Forthampton Court; 
 Source: RDA Photo 
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1831 Map 1831 GB Historical GIS / University of Portsmouth, History of Forthampton, in Tewkesbury 
and Gloucestershire | Map and description, A Vision of Britain through Time. URL: 
http://www.visionofbritain.org.uk/place/10699 
1886 [not shown]1st Edition Map 6 inch clearly shows the Union Boundary with Hooze Farm being in 
Gloucestershire and Hardwick Green in Worcestershire. A central field of Orchards, ponds and 
Longdon Brook. 

 
1888 County Map Glous 1888 GB Historical GIS / University of Portsmouth, History of Forthampton, 
in Tewkesbury and Gloucestershire 
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1902 2nd [Not shown]Edition Ordnance Survey  [See HER Report The Hooze Farm WSM68336 pg 10] 

 
1937 1:25.000 GB Historical GIS / University of Portsmouth, Map and description, A Vision of Britain 
through Time. URL: http://www.visionofbritain.org.uk/place/10699 
 

 

Citation:historical material provided 
by the Great Britain Historical GIS 
Project and the University of 
Portsmouth through the site A Vision 
of Britain through Time 
(http://www.VisionofBritain.org.uk).” 
 
Before the M50 Motorway. 

1945 visionofbritain.org.uk maps sheet new_pop 264_143 
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1999 Google Earth 
 

 

 

 

2005 Google Earth pre South Extension 2005 Google Earth [pre South Extension] shows 
front garden and hedge 

 



RDA Heritage Assessment and Statement of Significance, Hooze Farm, Eldersfield GL19 4PJ 
WSM68336 

Rock Davidson Associates Historic Building Consultants 
 35 

35  

 
2007 Google Earth with South Elevation extension built 
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2009 Google Earth 
 

 
2013 Google Earth 
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4.3 Phasing of the Farmhouse 
With the study of historical maps [4.2] along with a Level 1 building recording and historical analysis 
[3.4 and 4.5] [Historic England A guide to good recording practice (Historic England, 2016) RDA used 
its expertise as historic building consultants, and a study of the Planning Application records 
05/01040/FUL and 05/01040LBC supplied by the LPA, to provide a conjecture of the phasing. This 
has been produced using a plan [4.4], provided by the client and annotated by RDA. “In order to 
identify the significance of a place, it is necessary first to understand its fabric, and how and why it 
has changed over time” [Ref Conservation Principles 2008] This plan is not to scale but will help 
explain the possible phasing of the farmhouse. A current photographic record and descriptions can 
be found in Section 4.5 where a record equivalent to a Level 1 building recording was undertaken on 
5th December 2016.  

Existing elevation c2005 and the then proposed 2005 [now built]  

 
Existing Elevation with C19 brick facing 2005 of 2-window range of casements with central door 
and open gabled porch Ref NHLE Planning Archive 05/01040/FUL [only record of frontage] 
 

 
Proposed and subsequently built 2005 extension to front. Planning Archive 05/01040/FUL 
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4.4 Historical Phasing Plan[Conjecture] 

 
NOT TO SCALE : Plan provided by Client and annotated and coloured by RDA. 
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4.5 Current Building/s Description & Vistas with Photographs 
A site visit was made on 5th December 2016 

4.5.1 General Comment 
Farmhouses can tell us much about the former prosperity and development of steadings, such as the 
major phases of rebuilding that affected parts of southern England in the 15th to early 17th 
centuries and the wealth introduced through cattle rearing in parts of northern England in the 
century or so after 1660. In summary, the most common farmhouse plan of the medieval period, 
traceable to the 12th century, has the main entrance in one side wall to an entrance passage (usually 
with a door opposite) that separated an open hall (to allow smoke from the fire to escape through 
the roof) from a lower end, which could house a kitchen, services and in some areas livestock. The 
hall served as the main living and eating room, status and space determining whether there would 
be an inner chamber (for sleeping or a private area) beyond.  

By the end of the 16th century, farmhouses in most areas of England (except in the extreme 
southwest and the north) had been built or adapted into storeyed houses with chimneystacks. There 
was a strong degree of regional variation, for example in the positioning of the chimneystacks and 
their relationship to the main entrance. From the later 17th century, services in some areas were 
being accommodated in lean-tos (outshots) or rear wings. From the mid-18th century houses that 
were more symmetrically designed (with central entrances, chimneystacks on the end walls and 
services placed to the rear of the front reception rooms) became standard across the country. As a 
general rule, farms over 70 acres needed to look beyond the family for additional labour, and so 
rooms for live-in farm labourers – usually in the attic or back wing of the house – became a feature 
of many farmhouses. 

The location and orientation of the farmhouse may reflect the status of the owner or tenant of the 
farm, if for example it faces away from the working buildings into its own driveway or garden, with a 
prospect over a landscape in their ownership or tenancy. Some houses were remodelled and 
reoriented in order to face away from working buildings [Ref Historic Farmsteads Preliminary 
Character Statement West Midlands region part 1 August 2006] 

4.5.2 Main Farmhouse at Hooze 
The Victoria County History describes The Hooze as: - “It is a square-framed house, with at least one 
numbered timber, of two stories and L-shaped on plan. In the 18th or 19th century the south front 
was bricked, and in the 20th century was rendered.” [Ref The Victoria County History A History of 
the County of Gloucester: Volume 8, ed. C R Elrington1968] 

Part of the List description describes The Hooze as: - “C20 front wall of 2-window range of 
casements with central door and open gabled porch.” [Ref List Description of 1989 that has not 
been updated to include the changes made to the front in 2005]  

This is misleading as further analysis and evidence would suggest the front south wall was faced with 
a single skin of probably C19 brick [no render]and further analysis and evidence suggests the roof of 
the C17 gable wing was raised at the same time. [See 5.3 Plan Elevations] It is still possible to read 
this from the south facing original walls that remain visible, and have not been blocked by the 2005 
extension. [See 4.5.3 South Elevation and West Elevation] 
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This Region, and the adjacent border area of Wales, is especially rich in timber framing, particularly 
in Herefordshire and Shropshire. Square panel framing, a distinctive regional tradition extending 
from southern Lancashire to north Gloucestershire, was commonly adopted where walls were left 
exposed. Originally a wattle frame of hazel (unfinished for ventilation or daubed with clay) were 
used to infill. From the 18th century onwards bricks were often used as a replacement infilling. By 
the 17th century brick was replacing timber framing throughout the Region. Farm buildings, unless 
they were of a particularly high status, were not generally affected until the later 18th century 
onwards. In those parts of the Region where there was extensive rebuilding of farmsteads in the 
18th and 19th centuries and clay was readily available, brick is the typical building material 

[Ref Historic Farmsteads Preliminary Character Statement West Midlands region part 1 P25] 

 

4.5.3 Elevations photographs and descriptions with relevant interior 

Summary 

Hooze farm house, an L-shaped lobby entrance plan, the barn and attached outbuilding [now an 
office] are all principally of the 17th Century and late 17th Century. The first phase is likely to have 
been the right hand wing with central internal chimney stack built as a Hall and Parlour over the 
barrel vaulted cellar, with the rear left wing added as a service wing probably not long after. The 
next phase to Hooze farm house was an 18th Century or early 19th Century two storey projecting 
wing [uses may have been bakehouse/brewhouse/dairy] and the attached 18th Century ,or early 
19th Century, one storey intact cider house.  The 19th /early 20th Century elements are apparent in 
the fenestration and brick infill of some panels as well as the brick skin façade to front south C17 
elevation. The 20th and 21st Centuries are visible in the fenestration and front 2005-7 extension 
built in orange red bricks ((ex Gloucester docks). This had planning Approval in 2005  contrary to 
officer recommendation; and comprises of 2 leaves of cavity walls blockwork faced with  bricks, new 
walls said  to be tied into existing walls by ‘toothing into existing brickwork at every course’. Roof is 
small clay tile tiles and felt was removed locally from the existing facing roof areas. Fascia made to 
match existing. There are other historic farm buildings remaining, the stable, and part of a cow 
house. The 20th/21st Century farmyard buildings have not been included in this report. A 2 metre 
pole was used in some photographs to give scale. 
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SOUTH ELEVATION RIGHT WING       

The front south elevation [right hand wing], comprises of the original plan form of the 17th century 
farmhouse with a large prominent 2005-07 brick extension/wing attached. There are two lean -to 
porches, one 2005 attached to the main wing, one a C20 cantilever bridge with access to the upper 
floor of the C18/early C19 brick two storey wing.. The pitched roof coverings are clay tiles, and half 
hipped in the C19/C20 where joined to the West elevation.  

 
 

  
There is a central brick, probably C17, chimney stack. This is set in the central through - passage 
typical of 17th Century style hearth entrances. This style first appeared in the late 16th Century, when 
a chimney was inserted midway along the through passage of open hall houses. The advantage of 
placing the chimney in the cross passage, or where the cross passage would have been, was that it 
could provide two fireplaces, one for the hall and one for the parlour. 
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In most cases the stone, brick or timber chimney was placed between the cross passage and the hall 
(the main ground floor room) forming a chimney backing on entry arrangement. The second main 
class of plan, characteristic of lowland zone houses, is the lobby entrance type, so called because the 
front door leads into a small lobby against the side of the chimney. Many mediaeval open halls were 
converted into lobby entrance houses inserting an upper floor in the hall and building a chimney in 
the cross passage., demonstrating the continuity of plan traditions in mediaeval and post-medieval 
houses. 
[Ref Discovering Timber Framed Buildings Richard Harris] 

Hooze Farm has this type of fireplace back to back, providing two fireplaces, one for the hall and one 
for the parlour. The lobby-entry house spread outwards from the prosperous south of Britain to the 
rest of the country. Hooze Farmhouse, is a lobby- entrance plan probably dating from early in the 
17th Century, an extra service wing [probably left] was added, also in the 17th century, becoming an 
L-shaped lobby entrance plan [as the list description suggests] RDA believe the barrel vaulted cellar 
is an early feature and would have probably been part of the first phase. Hooze farm had three 
hearths by the late 17th century with the addition of the external lateral brick chimney stack 
attached to the east elevation of the left service wing as is still evident today. This service area was 
probably later housed and moved into the C18/early C19 two storey brick wing with its bake oven, 
thus forming one range and the hall extending at right angles. 

  
Photos: Open fireplaces back to back with Bressummer beams in the right hand wing.  

The main south front elevation [first phase right hand wing] appears to have a whitewashed single 
brick skin over what is believed to be the 17th century stud and rail timber frame underneath, in fact 
the single skin is visibly proud of the main structural corner posts on either side of the elevations 
seen on both the east and west. 

Inserted in this single brick C19 wall were [until 2005] four C20 casement window openings with 
relieving arches, three fixed lights at the top with two opening lights and a fixed central. The lower 
ground floor west window has now been converted into a door entrance [in 2005] with a single 
pitched glazed enclosed porch. As a result of the front extension the original central door entrance 
that was the lobby entrance against the side of the chimney has now become a link entrance from 
the C21 extension into the C17 building. 
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2005 Extension and Alterations to SOUTH ELEVATION RIGHT WING       

This imposing dominant front extension of 2005-07 is built of reclaimed unpainted brick with 
external chimney to east side elevation, with window openings, with relieving arches, to its three 
elevations there are casement windows copying those of the main elevation. Side elevation east has 
four light casements with one opening door with six lights ground floor; single two light casement; 
1st floor  four casement ; four light casement to  west elevation  two ground , two 1st floor. The new 
2005 roof being inserted, we assume, into the, [raised in the C19], C17 roof. A brief inspection of the 
roof reveals this as evident [see picture east elevation right wing gable end] along with the 
remaining C17 purlins. It was not possible to see if the front right wing purlin was cut into when 
inserting the new extension. [See East Elevation] 

The boundary treatment, that formerly was the front garden with hedging, to the south is of hard 
landscaping of rather dominant brickwork, of recent construction with iron fencing, presumably the 
same brick as the front extension, comprising curved walling and steps.  

WEST ELEVATIONS.  [LEFT WING] 

 
Photo: View of East Elevations 

The pitched roof is clay tile with a half hip to South. Timber framed of uniform rectangular panels 
3x12 infill of white painted brick noggin; stud (verticals) and rail (horizontal) painted black. Three 
panels high from sill beam to wall plate. Boundary walling, different phasing of C18-C20 brick on 
probably earlier stone separates the farm house and buildings from the farmyard. 
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Photo: Northern end of left wing 

 

      Photo: Barrel Vaulted Cellar    

 
Photos: Barrel Vaulted Cellar and oak C17 mullion and transom window frame basement kitchen 

Braced in bottom panel of frame (up brace). Timber sill sitting on a one storey semi basement of 
probably original C17 brick under where lies a C17 brick barrel vaulted cellar within; with a C20 
inserted window looking out beneath the C20 Cantilevered glazed porch that acts as a bridge across 
to an inserted door to the upper floor of the attached two storey C18/early C19 projecting gable 
wing. Northern end of left wing there are two oak C17 mullion and transom window frames [semi 
basement kitchen and a basement bathroom]; a C19 ledge and brace door set in possibly a C17 door 
frame. Windows above; x3 4 light casements inserted through rail within studs probably of late C19.  

  
Upper storey room middle and x1 remaining circa C18-C19 window and iron casement.[right] 
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C18/EARLY C19 TWO STOREY PROJECTING BUILDING ATTACHED TO 
WEST ELEVATION OF RIGHT WING 

  
Photos: Brick two storey side wing and lean-to bread oven. 

Brick two storey side wing/bakehouse under clay tile pitched roof, dentiled brick eaves with brick 
end stack, internal chimney. Gable end bricks laid in Flemish bond. This C18 or early C19 wing has 
open fireplace and bake oven; with an outshot/lean-to bread oven to ground level north, with 
dentiled eaves; an original door and entrance to ground floor on the southern elevation. 

 

  
 
 

 

 

  
Photos: an original door and entrance to ground floor; inset/ Range/breadoven & chamber above. 

 



RDA Heritage Assessment and Statement of Significance, Hooze Farm, Eldersfield GL19 4PJ 
WSM68336 

Rock Davidson Associates Historic Building Consultants 
 46 

46  

NORTH ELEVATION LEFT WING 

 
Photos: Left wing Gable end frame rear; wall can be viewed within the attached Cider house 
 

The pitched roof covering is clay tile. Left wing Gable end frame, Collar tie with queen strut painted 
black. Irregular framing, angle passing braced, downward from corner post to sill, and on wing, a 
light-weight timber which runs diagonally from wall plate to the sill across several vertical and 
horizontal members to restrain them from sideways movement. Brick infill; upper chamber with x1 
C20 2 light casement window, within this room are visible timber purlins. The Lower chamber below 
with inserted C20/C21 fixed windows in timber panels of brace angle; room has elm floorboards and 
fireplace; below, the basement kitchen; rear wall can be viewed within the attached Cider house; 
unpainted timber framing and unpainted C17/C18 brick infill. Sill set on brick plinth.  

  
Photos: Upper Chamber visible timber purlins; The Lower chamber Elm floorboards 
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EAST ELEVATION REAR OF LEFT WING WITH LATEREL EXTERNAL 
CHIMNEY STACK 

  
Photos: East elevation with lateral brick chimney stack 

The pitched roof covering is clay tile timber framed painted black of uniform rectangular panels 3x8 
infill of brick noggin painted white; stud (verticals)and rail (horizontal). Three panels high from sill 
beam to wall plate. External brick chimney stack free standing. This elevation has a x2 2-light 
staircase casement windows lighting the C17 internal winder staircase with C17 balusters; access to 
three floors. “Early 17th century splat balusters tend to be cut from thicker planks and are less likely 
to be pierced. .... turned balusters are those that have been made from a block of wood turned on a 
lathe to create a spindle pattern. Earliest date known 1571 to 76 both mirror the top and bottom. ..... 
turned mirror balusters are common until circa 1655 with occasional examples after. The same for 
fine incised lines which decorate the shafts. Designs changed around 1655 with the introduction of 
the vase and bottle shapes”. [ Ref Linda Hall Period House Fixtures & Fittings 1300-1900 p.202] 

 

 

Photos: Winder staircase rising from basement showing 
different phasing in ballusters;splat;turned circa 1655 and 
plain ballusters on galleried landing at top floor, all lit by 
x2 casement windows 
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NORTH ELEVATION REAR OF THE RIGHT-HAND WING.  

This is the rear of probable phase one of the original C17 farmhouse. 

 
Passing brace timber painted black, brick infill painted white, gable/wing irregular timber framing 
angle passing braced, downward from corner post to sill. This northern elevation, rear of right wing, 
is square frame of x3 4 brick noggin panels; X1 window C20 3x3 casement and a ledge and brace 
door that indicate insertions into possible previous door or passageway. 

 

 

Photos: square frame of x3 4 brick noggin panels; 
X1 window C20 3x3 casement and internal photo  
ledge and brace door and exposed timbers. 
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EAST ELEVATION RIGHT WING GABLE END 

 

 

 

Photos: Collar tie with queen strut 
with jowl posts. Roof lifted off 
frame from C17 purlin. 
The C19 brick skin façade clearly 
visible [possibly covering the 17th 
century stud and rail timber 
frame underneath] in fact the 
single skin is visibly proud of the 
main structural corner posts on 
either side of the elevations seen 
here on the east. [2m metre pole]  

The pitched roof covering is clay tile. Gable end frame, Collar tie with queen strut with jowl posts. 
South side roof has been lifted, original line evidence in frame [NB see phasing plan 4.3 and 5.3 
significance plan] In roof space a brief and limited inspection identified roof lifting off frame on C17 
purlin with struts on original wall plate, roof felt and replacement rafters. 

  
Photos: roof lifting off frame on C17 purlin with struts on original wall plate. 
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5. Assessment of Significance 

5.1 Background to Assessments of Significance 
Significance: The value of a heritage asset to this and future generations because of its heritage 
interest. That interest may be archaeological, architectural, artistic or historic. 

Definition of Significance 
1) “The value of a heritage asset to this and future generations because of its heritage interest. That interest 
may be archaeological, architectural, artistic or historic. Significance derives not only from a heritage asset's 
physical presence, but also from its setting." 
Annex 2: Glossary, National Planning Policy Framework, Department of Communities and Local Government, 
2012 
2) “The sum of the cultural and natural heritage values of a place, often set out in a statement of significance.” 
p72 Conservation Principles, English Heritage, 2008 
 
https://historicengland.org.uk/advice/hpg/hpr-definitions/#s 

In order to identify the significance of a place, it is necessary first to understand its fabric, and how 
and why it has changed over time; and then to consider: who values the place, and why they do so; 
how those values relate to its fabric; their relative importance; whether associated objects contribute 
to them; the contribution made by the setting and context of the place; how the place compares with 
others sharing similar values.[Ref Conservation Principles English Heritage/Historic England p21] 

The English Heritage [now Historic England] Guidance Conservation Principles on assessing 
significance sets out the following four areas for consideration: 

• Evidential value: the potential of a place to yield evidence about past human activity. 
Evidential value derives from the physical remains or genetic lines that have been inherited from the 
past. The ability to understand and interpret the evidence tends to be diminished in proportion to the 
extent of its removal or replacement. 

• Historical value: the ways in which past people, events and aspects of life can be 
connected through a place to the present – it tends to be illustrative or associative. The way 
in which an individual built or furnished their house, or made a garden, often provides insight into 
their personality, or demonstrates their political or cultural affiliations. It can suggest aspects of their 
character and motivation that extend, or even contradict, what they or others wrote, or are recorded 
as having said, at the time, and so also provide evidential value. Historical values are harmed only to 
the extent that adaptation has obliterated or concealed them, although completeness does tend to 
strengthen illustrative value. 

• Aesthetic value: the ways in which people draw sensory and intellectual stimulation from a 
place. Design value relates primarily to the aesthetic qualities generated by the conscious design of a 
building, structure or landscape as a whole. It embraces composition (form, proportions, massing, 
silhouette, views and vistas, circulation) and usually materials or planting, decoration or detailing, 
and craftsmanship. It may be attributed to a known patron, architect, designer, gardener or 
craftsman (and so have associational value), or be a mature product of a vernacular tradition of 
building or land management…..Some aesthetic values are not substantially the product of formal 
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design, but develop more or less fortuitously over time, as the result of a succession of responses 
within a particular cultural framework. They include, for example, the seemingly organic form of an 
urban or rural landscape; the relationship of vernacular buildings and structures and their materials 
to their setting; or a harmonious, expressive or dramatic quality in the juxtaposition of vernacular or 
industrial buildings and spaces. 

 

• Communal value: the meanings of a place for the people who relate to it, or for whom it 
figures in their collective experience or memory ….Communal values are closely bound up with 
historical (particularly associative) and aesthetic values, but tend to have additional and specific 
aspects. [Ref Conservation Principles English Heritage 2008] 

 

 

In other words in broad terms to assess the significance the following questions may be 
considered:  

 
• How does the building contribute to the historic character of the area?  
• Is it one of its kind? Is it part of group of buildings of similar style and age?  

• Are there any distinctive architectural features?  
• How does the setting contribute to the character and appearance of the asset? 
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5.2 Assessment of Significance Hooze Farm 

5.2.1 Evidential Value/Architectural Value 
[See 4.3, 4.5.2 and 4.5.3 and 5.3 Plan Elevation diagram] 

The evidential value lies primarily in the architecture of the farm house and its farm buildings from 
the 17th, 18th, 19th, centuries with possibility of archaeological finds, for instance, land at The Hooze 
is mentioned in the 12th century. Pendock is mentioned in the Doomsday book, and is the site of a 
possible Priory, and mediaeval earthworks are nearby. 

5.2.2 Historical Value- 
Historical value lies from the architectural phasing 17th 18th and 19th centuries and is largely of 
illustrative value. E.g. farming methods; threshing barn, particularly the intact cider house, and 
vaulted cellar. There is historical association with the Forthampton Court owners and Estate and the 
Yorke family right up to the 1950s. In recent times there may well been historical associations with 
famous people/horses involved in equestrian sport and dressage. 

5.2.3 Aesthetic /Setting/Group Value 
[See 3.2.1 Setting and Vistas 3.2.2 Photographic Views 3.3.1 Plan form of Farmstead] 

Aesthetic/setting value at Hooze Farm lies from the overall historic landscape that dates back to 
mediaeval, the farmstead/s, trees and orcharding. The Grade II and Grade II*buildings, being the 
closest and adjacent farms at Hardwick, and the church at Pendock [Grade 1]. All are within 1000 m 
of Hooze Farm and the area includes 9 listed buildings dating from the 14th, 17th 18th centuries, 9 
other un- listed buildings from the 17th and 18th centuries, 5 farmsteads, and 2 out farms, 14th 17th, 
and 19th centuries. They all contribute to this areas setting. There are monument records of undated 
enclosures Roman, mediaeval, moated sights, fishponds, deserted village/s, Priory earthworks, and 
ridge and furrows. 

5.2.4 Community Value 
Community value lies within the collective experience or memory of the past owners/farmers and 
neighbouring farmsteads and settlements and more recently with Hooze farms use as an equestrian 
and dressage centre. A community value has now increased and could be made available to the 
wider community by the information gained and the interpretation made about this farmstead in 
this assessment. 
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5.3 Statement of Significance 
The farmhouse and the attached rare cider house with intact cider mill and press [of very high 
significance] are important architecturally. The farmhouse and farm buildings have original features 
from the 17th century. There is evidential phasing from the 18th/ early 19th century with the 
additional two-storey wing (possible former bakehouse/brewhouse/dairy].Probably in the 19th 
century the roof was raised to the front 17th century right wing, and is today still architectural 
readable, this wing may have been the first phase of the house. A single brick frontage was built to 
disguise the timber frame, as was the 19th century fashion for symmetrical facades, together with a 
central entrance porch, since demolished. (This façade is now partially masked and marred by 2005 
additional wing). The farmstead as a whole has at least 50% of its traditional farm buildings of 
evidential value, including an original, probably 17th-century threshing barn, and an 18th/early 19th 

century stable. The site, farmstead and land itself dates back to the Middle Ages “land was ploughed 
at the Hooze in the 12th century” and could potentially yield some archaeological, ground features 
and deposits of evidence of past uses pre-enclosure, the farmhouse sits high on a ridge/tump. 
Historically the site has some illustrative value dating back to the 17th century. The farmstead and 
farmhouse, as evidenced by the 17th century and 18th-century architecture, shows clear historical 
phasing from the 17th century, a narrative of past historical illustrative use to how farming has 
changed over time. In particular the 18th-century/19th century cider house and its contents, along 
with the 17th century brick barrel vaulted cellar under the 17th-century farmhouse, the threshing 
barn, all have historical illustrative associations with the farmstead and its use in the 17th and 18th 
centuries. There was a decline at Hooze farm in orcharding and arable use in the 19th century, as 
evidenced in the 19th century newspapers, this was when the farm appears to have suffered 
financially during the Victorian Industrial Revolution and had to diversify with cattle herds when 
arable was no longer viable. The farm has an historical association with the Forthampton Court and 
Estate from at least the 17th century and during 18th -20th century with the Yorke family right up to 
the 1950s. After the Dissolution of the abbey at Tewkesbury in 1540, the house, Forthampton Court, 
and estate passed through several owners, amongst whom was the Sackville family, Earls of Dorset 
and Middlesex, until it was bought by Isaac Maddox, Bishop of Worcester, in 1752. His daughter 
inherited it, and in 1762 she married James Yorke, a son of the first Earl of Hardwicke and later 
successively Bishop of St David's, Gloucester and Ely. It has since remained in the ownership and 
occupation of their direct desendants. Today John Yorke farms the 3,000 acres of prime 
Gloucestershire agricultural land that forms the Forthampton Court estate. In recent times Late C20 
and C21 there may well be some historical associations with famous people or horses involved in 
equestrian sport and dressage. As for Hooze Farm and its setting it is situated high on a tump/ridge 
and can be viewed from the South at Hardwick, and the North from Pendock and Priors court. The 
landscape surrounding the farm changed little for centuries apart from on the outer reaches where 
the M50 cuts away along at Longdon Brook. The farmstead setting retains 50% of its traditional 
outbuildings including the threshing barn and stable. The farms field patterns, including the remains 
of the orchard to the North, remain largely unchanged. All the elevations of the farmhouse are 
aesthetically pleasing, and the building is on the national heritage list for England for its age, and for 
this reason. In recent times there have been some minor negative interventions to fenestration. 
However, the 2005 addition to the South, approved and built 2005-7 somewhat dominates, and has 
an overall negative impact on the historic fabric to the front view in its massing, scale and design.  
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5.4 Plan Elevations Levels of Significance 
The following diagram plan was produced by RDA, using and annotating elevation drawings provided 
by the client, to assess the architectural significance High to Low. This is a guide to help inform the 
LPA on levels of significance for any future proposals for Hooze Farm, a GDII Listed Building. 

Table of Significance 

RED HIGH Element and elevations are historically and architecturally VERY 
significant   

YELLOW MEDIUM Elements and elevations are probably later additions circa C19 and 
may have been altered in some way 

BLUE LOW These elements /elevations are low and have a negative impact to the 
historic fabric. 

 

FRONT SOUTH and SIDE EAST ELEVATIONS 

 
 

NOT TO SCALE Plan provided by Client then annotated coloured and scanned by RDA 
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REAR NORTH and SIDE WEST ELEVATIONS 

NOT TO SCALE Plan provided by Client then annotated coloured and scanned by RDA 



RDA Heritage Assessment and Statement of Significance, Hooze Farm, Eldersfield GL19 4PJ 
WSM68336 

Rock Davidson Associates Historic Building Consultants 56 

56 

Bibliography 

Primary 

HER Search HER WSM68336 Hooze Farm HER Report. Dec 2016 

Worcestershire Historic Farmsteads Characterisation Project (The West Midlands Farmsteads and 
Landscapes Project). English Heritage.(2*) SWR22519 Unpublished document: Hathaway, E, Lake, J 
and A, Mindykowski. 2012. 

Bibliographic reference: Lake, J and B, Edwards. 2010. West Midlands Farmsteads and Landscapes 
Project Regional Statement.(3) SWR22520 Guide: Lake J, Hathaway E, Mindykowski A and Robson-
Glyde, S. 2014. 

Worcestershire Farmsteads Guidance: Farmstead Assessment Framework. EnglishHeritage.(4*) 
SWR22523 Guide: Lake J, Hathaway E, Mindykowski A and Robson-Glyde S. 2014. 

Worcestershire Farmsteads Guidance: Character Statement. English Heritage.(5*) SWR22524 

Secondary 

Brunskill, R., 1981. Traditional Buildings of Britain. In: s.l.:Victor Gollanz. 

Brunskill, R., 1985 Timber Building in Britain. In: s.l.:s.n. 

Brunskill,R 1990 Brick Building in Britain. In: s.l.:Victor Gollanz. 

Brunskill,R 1970. Illustrated Handbook of Vernacular Architecture. In: s.l.:Faber. 

Gray, E 1994 The British House A Concise Architectural History In: s.l.: Barrie & Jenkins Ltd 

Hall ,L 2005-2015 Period House Fixtures & Fittings 1300-1900 Newbury: countryside books 

Historic England, National Farm Building Types: A detailed Guide 2013 Jeremy Lake 
Laws, A., 

Historic England A Guide to Good Recording Practice (Historic England, 2016) 

Harris, R., 1978. Discovering Timber -Framed Buildings. In: s.l.:Shire Publication ltd. 

Pevsner, Alan Brooks and Nicolas, 2007. The Buildings of England: Worcestershire. s.l.:Yale University 
press 

Peters J.E.C 1981 Discovering Traditional Farm Buildings In: s.l.:Shire Publication ltd. 

 ‘The Historic Farmsteads Preliminary Character Statement: West Midlands Region’. [Published in 
August 2006 by the University of Gloucestershire in association with English Heritage and the 
Countryside Agency.], 



RDA Heritage Assessment and Statement of Significance, Hooze Farm, Eldersfield GL19 4PJ 
WSM68336 

Rock Davidson Associates Historic Building Consultants 
 57 

57  

 

‘The Historic Farmsteads. Preliminary Character Statement: South West Region’. Published in August 
2006 by the University of Gloucestershire in association with English Heritage and the Countryside 
Agency.  

 

Websites 

Conservation Principles English Heritage, 2008. 
http://www.englishheritage.org.uk/publications/conservationprinciples-sustainable-
managementhistoric-environment/. 
WORCESTERSHIRE FARMSTEADS GUIDANCE FARMSTEADS IN MALVERN HILLS DISTRICT Malvern Hills 
www.worcestershire.gov.uk/archaeology/farmsteadsguidance 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



RDA Heritage Assessment and Statement of Significance, Hooze Farm, Eldersfield GL19 4PJ 
WSM68336 

Rock Davidson Associates Historic Building Consultants 58 

58 

Appendix I 

Medieval Sunken Villages 
Medieval villages were organised agricultural communities, sited at the centre of a parish or 
township, that shared resources such as arable land, meadow and woodland. Village plans varied 
enormously, but when they survive as earthworks their most distinguishing features include roads 
and minor tracks, platforms on which stood houses and other buildings such as barns, enclosed 
crofts and small enclosed paddocks. They frequently include the parish church within their 
boundaries, and as part of the manorial system most villages include one or more manorial centres 
which may also survive as visible remains as well as below ground deposits. In the Central Province 
of England, villages were the most distinctive aspect of medieval life, and their archaeological 
remains are one of the most important sources of understanding about rural life in the five or more 
centuries following the Norman Conquest. Medieval villages were supported by a communal system 
of agriculture based on large, unenclosed open arable fields. These large fields were subdivided into 
strips (known as lands) which were allocated to individual tenants. The cultivation of these strips 
with heavy ploughs pulled by oxen-teams produced long, wide ridges and the resultant `ridge and 
furrow' where it survives is the most obvious physical indication of the open field system. Individual 
strips or lands were laid out in groups known as furlongs defined by terminal headlands at the 
plough turning-points and lateral grass baulks. Furlongs were in turn grouped into large open fields. 
Well preserved ridge and furrow, especially in its original context adjacent to village earthworks, is 
both an important source of information about medieval agrarian life and a distinctive contribution 
to the character of the historic landscape. It is usually now covered by the hedges or walls of 
subsequent field enclosure 

Villages provided some services to the local community and acted as the main focal point of 
ecclesiastical, and often of manorial, administration within each parish. Although the sites of many 
of these villages have been occupied continuously down to the present day, many others declined in 
size or were abandoned throughout the medieval and post-medieval periods, particularly during the 
14th and 15th centuries. As a result over 2000 deserted medieval villages are recorded nationally. 
The reasons for desertion were varied but often reflected declining economic viability, changes in 
land use such as enclosure or emparkment, or population fluctuations as a result of widespread 
epidemics such as the Black Death. As a consequence of their abandonment these villages are 
frequently undisturbed by later occupation and contain well-preserved archaeological deposits. 
Because they are a common and long-lived monument type in most parts of England, they provide 
important information on the diversity of medieval settlement patterns and farming economy 
between the regions and through time. 

[Historic England] 
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Appendix II 

Surveyors Plans as existing of Farm House/Cider House and Barn 












