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NE OF THE GREATEST

achievements of Roman

engineering, Constantinople’s
system of water supply and storage
included the longest known aqueduct
channels and the most complex system
of urban water collection in the ancient
world.

This monograph presents the results
of over ten years’ fieldwork and research,
providing a historical account of the
development of the system, a detailed
description of the water channels and
bridges outside the city, a bibliographical
concordance of over 150 urban cisterns
and reservoirs, and a comprehensive
collection of translated historical texts
bearing on water supply, storage and use.

The volume is extensively illustrated
by detailed maps, elevations and
photographs documenting the course of
the channels through the hinterland, and
the structure, decoration and masons’
marks of the great water bridges. Inside
the city, the cisterns are plotted in detail,
enabling for the first time an appreciation
of the hydraulic infrastructure in its
topographical context.

The result is the most detailed record
and analysis yet available of an
engineering achievement that some
later Byzantine writers rightly ranked
amongst the Seven Wonders of the
World.
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