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Summary 



1 Background
1.1 Reasons for the project

1.2 Project design and the planning process
et al
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et al

Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Areas Act 
1979

Standard and guidance for the archaeological 
investigation and recording of standing buildings or structures

Understanding historic buildings: a guide to good recording practice

2 Aims and objectives
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3 Methods
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3.2 Documentary research
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3.4 Fieldwork strategy
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3.5 Building analysis

3.6 Statement of confidence in the methods and results



4 Context

5 The buildings 

et al

5.1 Transwipers site
5.1.1 Description



5.1.2 Historical information

24



ibid

5.1.3 Building recording



5.2 City wall
5.2.1 Description

5.2.2 Building recording



et al et al 

5.3 Cattlemarket counting house 



5.4 Boundary walls

5.4.1 26 The Butts front wall



5.4.2 26 The Butts, Netherton Lane wall

Netherton Lane elevation
Wall section 1 

Wall section 2 

Wall section 3 



Depot elevation

Wall section 3 

Wall section 4 

Wall section 5 

Wall section 6 



Wall section 7

5.4.3 Coomber's boundary wall to Croft Walk

5.5 Air raid shelter



5.6 History of Joseph Wood's builders yard and Council Depot
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5.7 Joseph Wood building
5.7.1 Building description

Architectural components

Feature Place Description Date Room no
(Fig 9)

Plate no
(Fig 9)



Feature Place Description Date Room no
(Fig 9)

Plate no
(Fig 9)



5.7.2 Building development and discussion



5.8 Excavated sawpit and shed



5.9 Excavated workshop or shed

5.10 Sawmill building
5.10.1 Building description

5.10.2 Building development and discussion



5.10.3 Excavated prop structure and engine house extensions



5.11 Excavated sawmill range and workshops



5.12 Almshouses

5.13 Viaduct



6 Conclusions

7 Acknowledgements
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Plates

Plate 1: Transwipers building from the north-west

Plate 2: Transwipers building from the north-east



Plate 3:  Transwipers building from the east

Plate 4: Transwipers building from the south-west
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Plate 5 Transwipers interior from the west 

Plate 6 Transwipers interior



Plate 7: Transwipers interior roof structure building from the east

Plate 8: Transwipers interior roof structure tied into city wall the west 



Plate 9: Entrance into cellar from The Butts Plate 10:  Corridor and stairs into cellar



    

Plate 11:  Base of chimney stack from the south Plate 12: Chimneystack within Rack Alley elevation 
from the south



Plate 14:  Cast iron boiler with Transwipers cellar, 
from the south

Plate 13:  Cast iron boiler with Transwipers cellar, from the north



Plate 15:  Beeston 'Robin Hood Major' boiler



Plate 16:  Riley Stoker Co. Ltd. 'Robot Stoker' Plate 17:  1947 advert for the Riley Robot Stoker



      
Plate 18 'Robot Stoker' and coal cellar hatch from the south   

Plate 19:  Coal cellar, from the south



Plate 20:  Coal cellar hatch from the south Plate 21: 19th century brickwork on The Butts elevation,  
from the north



Plate 22 East elevation of Transwipers Plate 23 Earl of Dudley Steel stanchion



Plate 24 Transwipers (building in centre field with long roof lights) and Joseph Wood's yard from the north



Plate 25:  British Steel stanchion



Plate 26:  Interior space of Transwipers from the east

Plate 27:  Interior, roadside, space of Transwipers from the east



Plate28:  New stud wall hiding city wall from the north

Plate 29:  New offices from the west



Plate 30:  New breeze block utility rooms

Plate 31:  City wall on site adjacent to Transwipers (with Transwipers building on right)



Plate 32:  City wall once Transwipers building was demolished from the north

Plate 33:  Stonework at top of the city wall



Plate 34:  Tower or bastion remains on land adjacent to Transwipers

Plate 35:  Holes cut into city wall to test the make-up of the wall



Plate 37 East side hole cut into city wallPlate 36: West side hole cut into city wall



Plate 38:  Foundations of octagonal cattle market counting house 

Plate 39:  1920s aerial photograph showing cattle market and the counting house
(© English Heritage http://www.britainfromabove.org.uk/image/EPW005383 )



Plate 40:  1960s photograph showing cattle market and the counting house

Plate 41:  The Butts boundary wall to the former City Council depot
from the south-west



Plate 42:  West end pier of The Butts boundary wall

Plate 43:  Sandstone capital to pier



Plate 44:  The Butts boundary wall rebuilt east section

Plate 45:  Inserted opening at the east end of The Butts boundary wall



Plate 46: 1930s/40s inserted door, box and air vent Plate 47: Cast iron box to east of door



Plate 48:  Inserted opening

Plate 49:  Netherton Lane boundary wall from the south



Plate 50:  Joseph Wood building on Netherton Lane

Plate 51:  Netherton Lane boundary wall from the north



Plate 52: Three phases of brickwork of Netherton Lane wall Plate 53: Flemish Bond brickwork of Netherton Lane wall



Plate 54: Raising of Netherton Lane wall height Plate 55: Blocked opening on wall section 2 - 3



Plate 56: Wall section 3, Netherton Lane side Plate 57: Depot side of Netherton Lane wall



Plate 58:  Wall section 3, depot side of Netherton Lane wall

Plate 59:  Building scar from roof of demolished structure Netherton Lane



Plate 60:  Wall section 4, blocked gateway



Plate 61:  Hook for holding hinges of a gate

Plate 62:  Wall section 5 of Netherton Lane wall, depot side



Plate 63:  Foundations of range of buildings during excavation

Plate 64:  Foundations of range of buildings and the corresponding building scars on the wall



Plate 65:  Building scar formed by filling holes with cement



Plate 66:  Roofline of former structure on wall section 5

Plate 67:  Wall section 6, depot side of Netherton Lane wall



Plate 68:  Breeze block stub-wall and scar from similar wall

Plate 69:  Wall section 6 of Netherton lane wall, depot side



Plate 70:  Coomber's boundary wall from the north

Plate 71:  Coomber's boundary wall from the south



Plate 72:  Coomber's boundary wall brickwork and sandstone top



Plate 73: Tubular railing posts and spiked tops Plate 74: Square post and bracket of railings



     Plate 75:  Northern pier of Coomber's boundary wall

Plate 76:  Sandstone block 



Plate 77:  Modern bricks at top of north pier of Coomber's Wall

Plate 78:  South pier of Coomber's boundary wall



Plate 79:  East elevation of air raid shelter

Plate 80:  North elevation of air raid shelter



Plate 81:  West elevation of air raid shelter

Plate 82:  Entrance to air raid shelter on The Butts



Plate 83:  Air vent at top of wall of air raid shelter

Plate 84:  Air vent at base of wall of air raid shelter



Plate 85:  Unfinished mortar on air raid shelter west elevation

Plate 86:  Remains of demolished structure to west of air raid shelter



Plate 87:  Chimney from demolished structure to west of air raid shelter

Plate 88:  Low level wall constructed of engineering brick



Plate 89:  Interior of air raid shelter

Plate 90:  1825 drawing of Netherton House and grounds (WRO ref BA14904)



Plate 91:  The Butts frontage of the Joseph Wood office building

Plate 92:  Depot (west) elevation of Joseph Wood office building



Plate 93:  Middle, two-storey range of Joseph Wood building

Plate 94:  West elevation of single-storey range of Joseph Wood building



Plate 95:  North elevation of single-storey range of Joseph Wood building

Plate 96:  Example of window arches showing decorated brickwork and limestone keystone



Plate 97:  Decorative brickwork and terracotta around front door with bolection moulded panels



Plate 98:  Moulded terracotta string course

Plate 99:  Moulded terracotta and brick eaves cornice



Plate 100: Blue brick door surround of two-storey range Plate 101: Blue brick window arch on two-storey range



Plate 102:  Plinth of two-storey range

Plate 103:  Door way of single-storey range 
showing blue brick detail



Plate 104:  Dentilated cornice and terracotta pediment to front entrance

Plate 105:  Ground floor, south elevation of the 'office building' fronting The Butts, 
showing door surround, window surround and string course



Plate 106:  First floor, south elevation of the 'office building' fronting The Butts, 
showing the eaves cornice, window surrounds and string courses

Plate 107:  Moulded plaster cornicing within main building



Plate 108:  Moulded plaster cornicing within the main building

Plate 109:  Moulded plaster cornicing, Room G3



Plate 110:  Roll moulded skirting in the building fronting The Butts

Plate 111:  Moulded plaster cornicing within the main building



Plate 112:  Roll moulded skirting in the building fronting The Butts

Plate 113:  Plain fanlight above front door, Room G5



Plate 114:  Example of bolection moulded window frame, Room G5

Plate 116: Roll beaded skirting on staircase



Plate 115: Dog leg staircase with quarter landing and winder



Plate 117:  Curtail step with foliate carved central post and tapered column balusters



Plate 118:  Open string with decorated scroll type brackets

Plate 119:  Example of plaster moulded cornice on staircase



Plate 120:  Looking up to ceiling showing surviving cornice, Room F3 cupboard

Plate 121: Cornice and picture rail, Room F1



Plate 122: Unusual feature – example of ventilator 
with hand shaped handle

Plate 123:  Example of roll beaded skirting, Room F1



Plate 124:  Cornice and picture rail in building fronting The Butts

Plate 125:  Staircase window, Room F3



Plate 126:  Looking up to ceiling cornice and picture rail, Room F4a

Plate 127:  Surviving bolection moulded door surround, Room F4a



Plate 128:  Example of surviving bolection panelled door, Room F4a



Plate 129:  Roll beaded skirting on staircase, Room F3

Plate 130:  Ovolo moulded wood creating panelled ceiling, above later suspended ceiling, Room 
F10



Plate 131:  Slider quadrant window stay

Plate 132: Curved turnbuckle window catch



Plate 133: Slider Quadrant bar and curved turnbuckle window catch



Plate 134:  Spiral turnbuckle window catches

Plate 135:  Spiral window stay and handle



Plate 136:  Gently curved flat fop stair handrail

Plate 137:  Example of moulded plaster cornice in two-storey range, Room G6



Plate 138:  Example of blue engineering brick window details and iron casement

Plate 139:  Welsh Midland Railway Plan of 1845 (WRO ref b496.5 BA9360/Cab25/5/4)



Plate 140: Building break between middle and rear sections

Plate 141: Building break between first floors of frontage 
and middle sections



Plate 142:  Clear building break between frontage and Plate 143:  New wall and double-doored opening of 1970s date
side elevations



Plate 144: 1970s toilet area Plate 145: 1970s drying room



Plate 146: Former clerks work area then 
1980s interview room

Plate 147: 1980s corridor alongside 1870s staircase



Plate 148: 1980s access to middle section first floor Plate 149: 1980s kitchen on middle section first floor



Plate 150: 1980s passage space Plate 151: 1980s bathroom area middle section first floor



Plate 152:  Office space of 1980s usage of middle section first floor

Plate 153: 1980s bathroom created on frontage
section first floor



Plate 155:  Sawpit showing the timber floor

Plate 154: Sawpit from the north, showing the 
full length



Plate 156:  Series of five postholes from the south

Plate 157:  Posthole showing the lias post pad



Plate 158:  Section through posthole showing post pipe

Plate 159:  Section through posthole showing post pipe



Plate 160:  Sawmill building from the north

Plate 161:  Sawmill building from the south, west elevation on Croft Walk



Plate 162:  Sawmill building from the south-east, east elevation from the depot

Plate 163: North elevation of sawmill building from north



Plate 164: South elevation of sawmill building from south Plate 165:  Building break with earlier section to right,
note change in eaves treatment



Plate 166:  Buttresses formed from remains of structures built against the elevation

Plate 167: 1920s aerial photograph with Joseph Wood site on left middle, note tall chimney
(© English Heritage http://www.britainfromabove.org.uk/image/EPW005383 )



Plate 168:  Interior ground floor of sawmill building from the north

Plate 169:  Interior ground floor of sawmill building from the east



Plate 170:  Interior ground floor of sawmill building showing windows of west elevation

Plate 171:  Vaulted ceiling of ground floor of sawmill building



Plate 172:  Vaulted ceiling of ground floor of sawmill building



Plate 173: Windows cut across by ceiling vault Plate 174: Staircase added into building and 
cut across windows



Plate 175:  One of the small office spaces on sawmill first floor

Plate 176:  Corridor on sawmill building first floor



Plate 177:  Small office space on sawmill building first floor

Plate 178:  Prop shaft structure from the east



Plate 179:  Engine and boiler house attached to sawmill building

Plate 180:  Eastern part of sawmill range from the east



Plate 181:  Eastern part of sawmill range from the west

Plate 182:  Eastern part of sawmill range showing hearth in centre right and nag stable to right 
(back)



Plate 183:  Foundation of staircase within archway of sawmill range



Plate 184:  Western part of sawmill range

Plate 185:  Western part of sawmill range and lean-to sheds



Plate 186:  1970s photograph of almshouses (right)

Plate 187:  1970s photograph of almshouses



Plate 188:  1970s photograph of almshouses

Plate 189:  Almshouses foundations, from the west



Plate 190:  Almshouses yard, from the east

Plate 191:  Almshouses cess pit, from the south



Plate 192:  Railway viaduct running across the site, west to the left

Plate 193:  Railway viaduct running across the site, west to the left



Plate 194: Viaduct arches 25 to 33 during excavation



Plate 195: Viaduct arch showing stepped cornice 
and parapet

Plate 196: Viaduct arch hoodmould and stop of brick



Plate 197:  Viaduct arches showing arches of The Butts siding



Plate 198:  Arch of The Butts siding

Plate 199:  Brickwork of The Butts siding arch



Plate 200:  Vitrified bricks of The Butts siding wall

Plate 201: 1920s aerial photograph showing railway viaduct and siding (© English
Heritage http://www.britainfromabove.org.uk/image/EPW005383 )



Plate 202:  Blocking of The Butts siding arch
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Locations of buildings recorded Figure 2
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Ground and cellar plans of Transwipers building Figure 3
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The Butts and Rack Alley elevations of Transwipers building Figure 4
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Depot and Netherton Lane elevations of boundary wall and single storey part of Joseph Wood building Figure 7
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Croft Walk boundary wall to Coombers Figure 8
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Ground and first floor plans of Joseph Wood building Figure 9
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South and north elevations of Joseph Wood building Figure 10
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West and east elevations of front and central part of Joseph Wood building Figure 11
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West elevations of Joseph Wood building showing different brick colours Figure 12
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Elevations of sawmill building Figure 14
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Location of below ground features discussed Figure 15
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1771 Worcester City Corporation Plan (WRO ref 496.5 BA9360/C1/1) Figure 16



1784 Worcester City Corporation Plan (WRO ref b496.5 BA9360/C1/2) Figure 17



1824 Worcester City Corporation Plan (WRO ref b496.5 BA9360/C1/3) Figure 18



1846 Plan from Netherton Estate Lease (WRO ref 496.5 BA9360/Cab14/5) Figure 19



Excerpts from 1846 Plan from Netherton House Estate Lease (WRO ref 496.5 BA9360/Cab14/5) Figure 20



1854 Plan from leasehold assignment (WRO ref 496.5 BA9360/Cab14/15/A) Figure 21



Detail from 1854 Plan from leasehold assignment (WRO ref 496.5 BA9360/Cab14/15/A) Figure 22



Advert from Billing’s Directory 1855 Figure 23

Advert from Post Office Directory 1860 Figure 24



1857 Plan from property enfranchisement (WRO ref 496.5 BA9360/Cab14/15/A) Figure 25



Detail of 1857 Plan from property enfranchisement (WRO ref 496.5 BA9360/Cab14/15/A) Figure 26



Advert from Littlebury’s Directory 1869 Figure 27



1871 Plan of Cattle Market area (WRO ref r496.5 BA9360/Cab17/39) Figure 28



1877 Worcester City planning application (WRO ref b496.5 BA10827/9) Figure 29



Detail of 1877 Worcester City planning application (WRO ref b496.5 BA10827/9) Figure 30



Detail of 1877 Worcester City planning application (WRO ref b496.5 BA10827/9) Figure 31



1878 conveyance plan (WRO ref 496.5 BA9360/Cab 14/15/A) Figure 32



Detail of 1878 conveyance plan (WRO ref 496.5 BA9360/Cab 14/15/A) Figure 33



Advert from Littlebury’s Directory 1879  Figure 35

Advert from Littlebury’s Directory 1879 Figure 34



Extract from 1886 Ordnance Survey map Figure 36



Extract from 1904 Ordnance Survey map Figure 37



1905 Extract from mortgage (WRO ref r496.5 BA9360/Cab14/15/A) Figure 38

Joseph Wood and Sons (Worcester) Ltd seal
from 1905 mortgage

(WRO ref r496.5 BA9360/Cab14/15/A)

Figure 39



Advert from Littlebury’s Directory 1905 Figure 40



Advert from Littlebury’s Directory 1908 Figure 41



Extract from 1928 Ordnance Survey map Figure 42



Extract from 1940 Ordnance Survey map Figure 43



Advert from Worcester Directory 1955-6 Figure 44



Adverts in 1960 Telephone Directory Figure 45



1970 Ordnance Survey map Figure 46



1974 Planning application for almshouses Figure 47



1976 Planning application for rear part of Joseph Wood building range Figure 48



1976 Planning application for rear part of Joseph Wood building range Figure 49



1981 Planning application for front and middle part of Joseph Wood building range Figure 50



1995 Planning application site layout Figure 51



1996 Planning application for the sawmill building Figure 52
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