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LAYER LIST 

In this list the run of context numbers established during the 

excavations of 1974-76 h<1ve been retained and fresh context numbers 

allocated to features identified in 1967 and 1~77, continuing the 

run fixed in the 1974-76 series. The original designations given 

hy the excavators in 1967 and 1977 have been added in brackets 

prefixed by the year of the excavation. 

PHASE l 

1. Fills, Alchcatcr road side ditches 

i.) Ea::;t1;;m dde 9 (Area 3) 
84 (1, 3) (Trench 4) 
91 (Trt.Jnch (,) 
95 (2, 3, 4, 5) (Trench 5) 

120 (2, 3) (Trench 1) 

123 (2) (Trench 1) 
121• (l, 2, 3) (Trench 4) 
171• (Arca 2) 
176 (2, 3) (Arca 1) 
282 (3) (1977, l00X) 

2. Additional side ditch, western side Al..:hester road 

1.17 (2, 3) (Arca 2) 
355 Urcnch 1) 

3. Land draina an<l <litchca 

!1. Structm:crn 
----·- --

135 (Trench 7) 
142, 145, 151, 152, 157 (lj), 159 (2), 

161 (3), 162 (Area J) 
186 (1977, 4) 
19'• (1977, 12) 
2a1-ec2> (1977, 1os-6) 
298 (1977, 116) 
299 (2) (1977, 117) 
357 (Arca l) 

165, 204 (Buil<line 1/2; 1977, 22) 
191 (Building 1/3; 1977, 9) 

Ml 
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M2 

PHASE 2 

1. ppper part of fill, Alchester road side ditches 

i) Eastern sidB 
4, 10 (Area 3) 
79 (Area 3) 
95 (1, 3)(Trench 5) 
99 lower (Trench 19) 
120 (1) (Trench 1) 

ii) Western side 

2. 

3. 

i) 

ii) 

98 (Trench 19) 
112 (Area 4) 
113 (1) Trench 18) 
123 (1) (Trench 1) 
176 (1) (Area 1) 
282 (2) (1977, 100) 
320 (Trench 22; 1967, Trenc11 6, Cutting 8, Feature 15) 
327 (Area 5; 1967, Area 3, Cutting 7, Feature 22) 

Upper part of fill, additional side ditch, western side Alchester road. 

117 (1) (Area 2) 

Ditches, east of Alchester road. 

Rearward plot boundary 

101 (Trench 6) 
301 (Trench 23; 1967 Trench 5, Cutting 2, Feature 2) 

Plot side boundary 

35, 67 (Area 3) 

4. Ditches, west of Alchester road 

i) Rearward plot boundaries 

109 (Trencu 3) 
178 (Trench 8) 
183 (2. J)(J977, :.) 
195 (1~7,, 13) 
312 lTrench ?\ 1967 Trench 7, Cutting 3, Feature 20) 

ii) Plot side boufidarics 
134 (Trench 7, Plot 2/2) 
152 (Area 1., Plot 2/1) 
188 (2) (Plot 2/4: 1977, 6c) 
193 (Plot 2/5: 1977, 11) 
198 (Plot 2/5: 1977, 16) 
287-8(1) (Plot 2/6: 1977, 105-6) 
297 (1977, 115: same as 134) 
302 (Plot 2/7: 1967 Trench S, Cutting 3, Feature 3) 
317 (Plot 2/7: 1967 Trench 7, Feature 4) 
321 (Plot 2/7: 1967 Trench 7, Cutting 6, Feature 19) 
351 (Plot 2/3) 
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5. Structures and other features 

i) Plot 2/1, 169, 169(2), 181, 182(2, 3) (stone floor, Building 2/1, 
Area 1) 

ii) 

iii) 

iv) 

v) 

vi) 

Plot 2/2, 

Ple, t 2/3, 

Plot 2/4, 

Plot 2/5, 

Plot 2/7 

299(1) (ditch; 1977, 117) 

189(1), 291(1) (Building 2/3 and industrial floor: 
1977, 7a and 109a and b) 

186(2), 208(2) (industrial layer, 1977, 4b, 26) 
128, 137, 138, 139 (Area 4: pit) 
211 (postholes: 1977, 29) 

203(1) (Building 2/4: 1977, 21a) 

184 (Building 2/5: 1977, 2) 
199 (Building 2/6: 1977, 17) 

329 (Building 2/7, Area 5; 1967 Area 3, Cutting 7, Feature 
330, 336, 338 (? Building 2/7, Area 5; 1967 Area 3, 

Cutting 7, Feature 3). 
331 (? Building 2/7, Area 5; 1967 Area 3, south of Cutting 

Feature 3, on clay). 

M3 

2) 

7, 

333 (? Building 2/7, Area 5; 1967, Area 3, Cutting 7, Feature 

vii) 

334 (? Building 2/7, Area 5; 1967, Area 3, Cutting 

Plot 2/8 45, 47, 48, 52 (postholes, Building 2/8, Area 3) 
43 (pit, Area 3) 

7, Feature 

viii) Building 2/10, (Trench 25), 344 (1967, Area 5, Cutting 8, Feature 2) 
345 (1967, Area 5, Cutting 9, Feature 3) 
348 (1967, Area 5, Cutting 9) 
342 (pit: 1967, Trench 20, Feature 18). 

PHASE 3 

1. Side ditches, Fleet Marston road 

i) EaS t side 74 (Trench 14) 
115 (Trench 16) 
121 (Trench 13) 

ii) WeS t side 78/116 (Trench 16) 
119, 125-6 (Trench 17) 
356 (Trench 14) 

2. Ditches laid off Fleet Marston road, East side, 

70, 71 (Trench 16) 
72, 73 (Trench 15) 

3. New side ditches, and reconstruction, Alchester road. 
i) Eastern side 

13 (area of reduced Alchester road, Area 3) 
49 (area of reduced Alchester road, Area 3) 

4) 
5) 
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63 (area of reduced Alchester road, Area 3) 
77 (area of reduced Alchester road, Area 3) 
82 (area of r£!duced Alchester road, Area 3) 
85 (area of reduced Alchester road, Area 3) 
99 upper (Trench 19) 
57 (4, 5)(make up Alchester road, Area 3) 
127 (area of reduced Alchester road, Area 3) 
140 (2) (area of reduced A~.chester road, Area 3) 
352 (Trench 1) 

ii) Western side 
68 (2, 3) (area of reduced Alchester road, Area 3) 
87 (Area 4) 
89 (Area 3) 
113 (2)(Trench 18) 
118 (Trench 1) 
132 (3) (Area 4) 
187 (1977, (5) 
282 (1) (1977, 100 Y) 

4. Other features 
183 (1) (1977, 1) 
203 (2)(1imestone metalling w, 1t of Alchester road, 1977, 21b) 
294 (pit; 1977, 112) 

PHASE 4(a) * indicates features extending in use into Phase 4(b) 

1. Re~utting, side ditches, P..lchester road 

i) Eastern side 
349 (Area 3) 

ii) Western side 

2. 

3. 

68(1) (Area 3) 
81 (Area 4) 
88 (Area 3) 
113(3) (Trench 18) 
132(2) (Area 4) 

Additions to/replacement of surfacing, Alchester road 

57(2, 3) (Area 3) 
60 (Area 3) 
206 (1977, 24) 

Ditches, east of Alchester road. 

Rearward plot boundaries 
36 (Area 3) 
92 (Trench 6) 11 

93/102 (Trench 5) 
94 (Trench 4) 
97 (Trench 3) 
346/7 (Trench 25: 1967, Area 5, Cutting 9, Feature 4) 
16 (Area 3) 
53 (Area 3) 
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4. 

i) 

Ditches,west of Alchester road. 

Rearward plot boundaries 

107, (Trench 9) 
16l'and 168 (Area 1) 
192 (1977, 10) 
201 (1977, 19) 
319 (Trench 23; 1967, Trench 7, Cutting 6, Feature 13) 

ii) Plot side ditches 

* 90, 104 (Area 4, Plot 4/3) 
108 (Plot 4/2, Trench 9) 
:85 (Plot 4/4: 1977 (3)) 
200 (Plot 4/2: 1977, 18) 
2J5 (Plot 4/6: 1977, 23) 
283-5 (Plot 4/6: 1977, 101-3) 

( 302 (Plot 4/7: 1967, Trench 5, Cutting 3, Feature 3) 
( 321 (Plot 4/7: 1967, Trench 5, Cutting 6, Feature 19) 

5. Ditch, South of Fleet Marston road 

11 (3, 4) (Area 3) 
122 (Trench 12) 

6. Structures and other features 

i) Plot 4/1 

ii) Plot 4/2 

iii) Plot 4/3 

160 (Building 4/6a, Area 1) 
143, 154 (1, 2), 155, 157 (2), 161 (1, 2) 

163 (2) (Building 4/6b, Area 1) 

189 (2) (Building 4/la: 1977, 7e) 

uL, 105(4) (gully, Building 4/2a, Area 4) 

M5 

105(2) (material dug out to form circular gully, Building 4/2a, 
Area 4) 

129(2) (causeway across Alchester roadside ditch, Area 3) 

iv) Plot 4/4 
202 (ditch: 1977,20) 

v) Plot 4/8 (all in Area 3) 
17, 23 (drainage ditch N side of Building 4/5)* 
30 (floor, Building 4/5) * 
59 (causeway across roadside ditch to Building 4/5) * 
33, 39, 40, 41 (postholes inside Building 4/5) 
29 (east entrance, Building 4/5) * 
38 (1, 2) (culvert, Building 4/5)* 
31 (2, 3), 34, (furnaces/hearths, Building 4/5) 
32 (hollow inside Building 4/5) * 
2(1), 3, 12, 18, 22 (yard outside Building 4/5) * 
7(1), 7(2, 4), 24, 27 (N-S drainage ditch) 

* extend in use into ~base 4(b). 
141 (ditch, Building 4/7) 
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PHASE 4b 

1. Recutting, side ditches, Alchester road 

i) Eastern side 

58 (Area 3) 
80, 140(1) (Area 3) 
300 (Trench 23: 1967, Trench 5, Cutting 1, Feature 1) 

ii) w~stern side 

65 (Area 3) 
75/76 (Area 4) 
86(Area 4) 
111 (Trench 19) 
113(4) (Trench 18) 
132 (1) Area 4 
350 (Area 3) 

2. Rearward plot boundaries, west of Alchester road 

3. 

4. 

144, 163 (Area 1) 
110, 179, (Trenches n and 9) 

RecuttinQ/alterations, plot boundaries, west of Alci~ster road 
114 (and 177) (plot 4/2: Trench 10 and Trench 8) 
131 (Plot 4/1: Trench 7) 
188 (Plot 4/5: 1977, 6b) 
197 (Plot 4/5: 1977, 15i 

Structures and other features 

Plot 4/1 Building 4/6c 

Plot 4/2 

Plot 4/3 

169(1), 169(2), 181 (Area 1) 
182,(1, 4) (Area 1) 
172, 175 (internal boundary, Plot 4/1, Area 1) 
96 (pit: Trenches 5 and 6) 
146; 147, 148, 149, 150, 156, 158, 159 (pits: Area 1) 
166, 170, 171, 173 (pits: Area 2) 

164, 196 (ditches running from stylobate building, 
Building 4/lb: 1977, 14) 

180 (furnace inside Building 4/lb) 
207 (ditch running from Building 4/lb: 1977, 25) 
208(1) (industrial layer, 1977, 26) 

55, 56, 62, 66, 83, 105(3), 130, 136 (stone floor, 
Building 4/2b, Area 4) 

105(1) (fill of gully around Building 4/2a, Area 4) 
133 (furnace, Building 4/2b, Area 4) 
64, 295 (pit~ Area 4: 1977, 113) 
129(1) resu=facing of causeway, Area 3) 

M6 
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Plot 4/6 

Plot 4/7 

Plot 4/8 

M7 

286 (stylobate Building 4/3: 1977, 104) 

330, 336, 338 (Area 5: 1967, Area 3, Cutting 7, Feature 3) 
331 (Area 5: 1967, Area 3, south of Cutting 7, Feature 3, on clay) 
333 (Area 5, 1967, Area 3, Cutting 7, Feature 4) 
334 (Area 5: 1967, Area 3, Cutting 7, Feature 5) 
33S (Building 4/4, Ar~a S; 1967, Ar~a 3, Cutting 7, Feature 5) 

1, 28, 14, 106 (drainage ditch south of Building 4/5) 
31(1) (latest phase of furnace) 
42, 54 (postholes) 
37 (furnace/hearth) 
25 (pit to north of Building 4/5) 
44 (spur ditch east of Building 4/5) 
7(3), 21, 26 (replacement N-S ditch) 
5, 6, 6(2), 11(1, 2) (clayey spreads south of Building 4/5) 
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Details of ditches, Alchester road site, Towcester 

Phases 1 and Z. 
Alchester road side ditches 

Eastern side 
4/9 (Area 3) (Fig. 5) Shallow, round bottomed. 420mm + deep, 

but very wide: Sm 
Fill: light grey clayey earth (4) 

Yellowish-brown f'aad 
Black sooty earth (9) 
Grey brown clay at bottom 

84 (Trench 4) (Fig. 5) 3.5m wide, 9OOinm deep, round bottomed 
Fill: 1. Light brown clayey earth 

2. Yellow-brown clayey earth 
3. Light grey powdery earth, stones 
4. Dark brown clayey: charcoal flecks at 

bottom 
5. Medium grey earth, many small gravel 

pebbles 

91 (Trench 6) (Fig. S) 2.94m wide, 940mm deep, round bottomed 
Fill: dirty brown clay with layers of yellow clay 

95 ("rrench 5) (Fig. S) 3.211 wide, lm deep, round bottomed 
Fill: 1. Medium brown sandy loam 

2. Clean yellow sand - recut 
3. Grey-brown gritty sandy 
4. Grey-brown clay 

120 (Trench 1) (Fig. 4) 2.4m wide (the result of recutting), 
800mm deep, round bottomed 

Western side 

1. Yellow/brown clayey, small pieces of 
gravel 

2. Slightly darker brown ) recut 
3. Light grey-brown clayey) 
4. Grey sand, inclusions of clean yellow 

sand 
5. Chocolate brown earth 

98 (Trench 19) 3.44m wide, 820mm deep, round bottomed 

Mc., 
" 

Fill: 1. Dirty chocolate brown clayey, some pebbles, 
charcoal flecks 

2. Bright reddish-brown sandy 
112 (Area 4) 2. 7m wide, 800mm + deep, irregular V-section 

Fill: 1. Medium brown rlayey earth 
2. Lighter brown-grey clayey earth 
3. Blue clay and reddish brown clay 
4. Reddish brown clay 
5. Grey-brown clay 

113(1) (Trench 18) (Fig. r;) 2.14m+wide, :.2m deep, V-shaped 
Fill: uniform light brown sandy earth 

123 (Trench 1) (Fig. 4) 1.5m wide, lm deep, round bottomed 
Fill: 1. Brown clayey ) recut 

2. Brown clay, white clay inclusions). 
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3. Grey clayey - recut inclusion 
4. Dark brown clayey 

124 (Trench 4) (Fig. 5) 2.3m wide, 980mm deep, V-shaped 
Fill: 1. Darkish grey-brown clayey earth, some 

charcoal flecks 
2. Brown-yellow clayey, small pebbles, some 

charcoal flecks 
3. Grey sandy clay 

174 (Area 2) 2.2m+wide, 750mm+deep, flat bottomed 
Fill: 1. Ironstone sandy, some charcoal flecks 

2. Cleanish medium grey clay, some charcoal 
flecl<:s 

M9 

3. 1 and 2 mixed, plus dirty chocolate brown 
earth 

1 76 (Area 1) 2. 7m wide, 620mm + deep, irregular double-V bottom 
Fill: 1. Light yellowish-brown sandy earth) recut 

2. Reddish brown sandy earth ) 
3. Yellow-grey clay 
4. Yellow-brown clay 

282 (Fig.6) 2.5mwide, 750mm+deep, U-shaped 
Fill: 1 and 2. Black industrial fill: a shallow 

recut 
3. Yellow gritty clay silt 

lower part rusty red and yellow clay. 
Bottom iron stained 

Additional side ditch, w~rn side, Alchester road 
117 (Area 2) (Fig. 5) 1.24m wide, 780mm deep, flat bottomed 

Fill: 1. Grey-brown sandy earth, some charcoal 
flecks 

2. Light browrt sandy 
3. Grey clay 
4. Clean light brown sand 

355 (Trench 1) (Fig. It} 1.5m wide, 900mm deep, U-shaped 
Fill: 1. Grey clayey earth 

2. Brown clayey, lens of whitish clay 
3. Grey clay 

Phase 1. Land drains and ditches 

Land drains 
142 (Area 1) {Fig. 5 ) 880mm wide, 280mm + deep, doubJ.e-V section 

Fill: soft black organic earth (2) with lenses of 
whitish-light grey sandy clay (1) i.e. 
replaced subsoil 

145 (.l\roa 1) J.. lm wide, 100mm + deep, double-V section 
Fill: soft black organic earth 

162 {Area 1) (same feature) {Fig. 5) L06rn wide, 520mm+deep, 
U-shaped 
Fill: 1. Yellow clay and light grc~y-whitish sandy 

clay mixed i.e. replaced subsoil 
2. Chocolata brown clayey 
3. Dirty yellow clay and chocolate brown 

clay mixed - slippage from sides 
4. Light grey sandy - slippage from sides 

357 (Area 1) 660mm wide, 200mm + deep, flat bottomed fill: grey-brown clay. 
Lenses of light grey Bandy. 
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151 (Area 1) (Fig. 5) 1.15m wide, 460mm + deep, double-V 
section 
Fill: 1. Light brown clayey, pieces of limestone 

2. Yellow clay and light grey-white sandy, 
i.e. replaced subsoil 

J. Soft dark grey organic 

M10 

186 (Fig. 16) 700mm+wide, 370mm+deep, W- profile with 
stakes, separated by a spit of natural 250mm wide, 
set at intervals of 150-200mm, with perhaps larger 
ones at intervals of 800mm. Very straight 
Fill: black silt. Sterile except for the odd 

oyster shell 

194 lm + wide, depth u/k. Sides sloping, flat bottom. One of 
a group of features with narrow drainage channels 
at bottom c. 250mm wide, but sometimes only lOOmm.··' 
A maze of ~hese features, some with straight, ,· 
cut-off ends _./ .. 
Fill: red sand / , 

287-8 (Fig. G) 700mm wide, 700mm deep, U-shaped 
Fill: 1. Blaclc industrial fill 300mm thick. A recut, 

making the original still wider and 
shallower 

2. Clean reddish yellow clayey iron stained 
silt 400mm thiclc 

Structures and other features 
165 (ditch around Building 1/2, Tr0nch 8) 550mm wide, 160mm+ 

deep, U-shaped 

PHASE 2 

Fill: 1. Grey clayey, charcoal flecks, reddish 
brown ironstone 

2. Grey clayey, charcGal flecks 

Ditches, 0.ast of Alc:hester road 
i) Rearward plot boundary. 101 (Trench 6) (Fig.l'i) 1.08m wide, 

620mm d<::!ep, V-shaped 
Fill: 1. Dark brown clayey 

2. Chocolate clayey and yellow clay 
ii) Plot side boundary. 35 (Area 3) 900mm wide, 220mm + deep, 

V-section 
Fill: r, ... dish brown clayey 
67 (Area 3) (same feature) (Fig. 15) 1.18m wide, 
300mm + deep, U-section 
Fill: reddish brown clayey, blotches of grey sandy 

clay towards bottom 
Ditches, west of Alchester road 
i) Rearward plot boundaries. 109 (Trench 9) 1.2m wide, 500mm 

deep, U-,shaped 
Fill: medium brown loam 
178 (Trench 8) (Fig. 15) 540mm wide, 140mm+deep, 
shallow, flat bottomed 
Fill: grey brown clayey, some lenses of yellow 

clay 
183 700-800mm + wide, 430mm + deep, flat 
bottomed 
Fill: 1. Dark grey clay - recut once 
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2. Pieces of limestone 
3. Yellow clay 

195 1. 2m wide, 250mm + deep. Overlain by stone yard of 
Building 2/5 
Fill: dirty grey clay 

ii) Plot side boundaries. 134 (Trench 7) Ditch 560mm wide 
Fill: grey clayey earth 

152 (Area 1) (Fig. 14) 1.82mwide, 500mrn+deep, irregular 
U-section 
Fill: 1. Yellow clay and ironstone, a few flecks 

charcoal 
2. As 1 but clay greyer in colour 
3. Medium grey clayey, some flecks charcoal 

and yellow clay 

188 ( 2) 500mm +wide, 2;i0mm + deep, U-shaped 
Fill: dark grey clay 

193 ?lm wide, depth u/k. T-shaped, so a ditcl1 junction 
Fill: dark grey clay 

198 Details destroyed before recording p~ssible 

M11 

321 (Pig. 14) 1.98m wide, 457mm deep, douhle-V profile suggests 
recutting 
Fill: dark loam 

350 Ditch 400mm wide 

PHASE 3 

Sid~ ditches, Fleet Marston road 
i) East side. 74 (Trench 14) (Fig. 3: section skewed) 2. 1m 

wide, lm deep, U-shaped 
Fill: 1. Light grey sandy 

2. Hard chocolate brown cl,-1.y 

115 (Trench .J.lJ/ '.Fig. 14) 1.2m wide, 340mm+deep, U-shaped 
FJ.J.l; 1. Medium brown sandy clay ) t 

2. Very dark grey clayey earth ) recu· 
3. Dirty yellow sandy clay 
4. Dirty yellow and grey clay mixed 

121 (Trench 13) 2.4m wide (skewed section), 860mm deep, 
U-shaped 
Fill: 1. Light brown earth 

2. White sandy, some yellow clay flecks 
3. Medium brown clayey 

ii) West side. llu (Tr0nch 16) (Fig. 14) 1.32m wide, 400mm+ 
deep, U-shaped 
Fill: 1. Dark brown clayey earth. Lens of light 

hr.own clay at bottom. A recut 
2. Darker chocolate brown earth, flecks of 

yellow clay 

119 (Trench 17) Complete width not ascertained, over 1.92m~ 
520mm + deep, U-shaped 
Fill: 1. Medium brown clayey earth ) 

2. Darker brown clayey earth, many ) recut? 
charcoal flecks ) 

3. Greyish clay+ ironstone sandy flecks 
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126 (Trench 17) (Fig. 15) Complete width not ascertained, over 
1.7m; 720mm deep, U-shaped 

M12 

Fill: 1. Dark brown clay 
2. Dark brown-grey clay with charcoal 

recut? 

3. Grey clay 

356 (Trench 1 5) (Fig. 3) 1.2m wide, 800mm deep, U-shaped 
Fill: 1. Brown clayey crumbly and white powdery: 

recent disturbance 
2. Brown clayey 

Ditches laid off Fleet Marston road, east side 
70 (Trench 16) 800mm across, 200mm + deep, U-shaped 

Fill: chocolate brown clay, flecks of ch.:c.r-coal 
71 ('rrench 16) Over lm wide, 230mm deep 

Fill: stiff light grey clay and blotches of 
yellnw sandy clay, a few pebbles 

72 (Trench 15) 260mm wide, 80mm+deep 
Fill: chocolate brown clayey, some flecks charcoal 

73 (Trench 15) 300mm wide, 100mm + deep 
Fill: chocolate brown clayey, some flecks charcoal 

New. side ditches, Alchester road 
i) Eastern side. 49 (Area 3) 900mm wi.de, 240mm + deep, U.-shapGd 

Fill: 1. Light grey sandy, gravel 
2. Brownish grey s~nd dnd charcoal 

63/77,85/127 (Area 3) (Fig. Ii) 3.6m 1d.ae, 420mm+deGp, 
flattened U-section 
Fill: 63/77/85 Dirty orange grey sandy clay, stones 

127. Black clayey, stcneless 

352 (Trench 1) (Fig. 4) 1.4m wide, 1.lm deep, V-shaped 
Fill~ 1. Brown clayey earth 

2. Grey-browr. clayey 
3. Grey clay, y~llow clay inclusions 
4. Green-grey r·lay 
5. Brown clay 

ii) Western side. 68/2,3 (Area 3) ( 'ig. '1) 3.44m wir1e, '120mm + 
deep, flattened U-sectiun 
Fill: 68/2 Black stoneless clayey 

68/3 Greenish yellow clay, stones at bottom 
87 (Area 4) (Fig. lB) lm +wide, 240mm deep, u-shaped 

Fill: Light reddish brown earth, gravel at bottom 
113(2) (Trench 18) (Fig. '1) 980mm wide, 760mm deep, u-shapeci 

Fill: greyish sandy earth, ~mall pie~es of gravel 
on s side 

118 (Trench 1) (F.;,g. h) 1.lm wide, 800mm deep, U-:;haped 
Fill: 1. Brown clayey earth 

2. Light grey clayey earth 

132/3 (Area 4) 500mm + wide, 200mm + deep, U-shaped 
Fill: grey brown earth 

187 500-600mm wide, 450mm deep 
F~ll: very hard gravel, rammed in. 

Dark clay and gravel below 
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M1J 

PHASE 4a 

Recutting, side ditches, Alchester ro_ad 
i) Eastern side. 349 (Area 3) (Fig. h) 65Ornm+wide, lOOmm+ 

deep. Flat bottomed 
Fill: dirty grey clay 

ii) Western side. 68/1/88 (Area 3) (Fig. 1~) 2.7m wide, 6OOmm+ 
deep 
Fill: 68/1 Dark grey-brown clayey 

83 U-shaped bottom, dark grey mud 

81 (Area 4) (Fig. 15) 1.54m wide, 400mm dGep, U-shaped 
Fill: light brown/yellowish earth, stones 

113(3) (Trench 18) (Pig. r;) 640mm wide, 560mm deep, U-shaped 
Fill: medium brown loamy, stones at bottom 

Ditche,s, east of Alchestc:>r ro~d 
Rearward plot boundaries. 92 (Trench 6) 2.4m wide, 420mm 

deep, irregular bottom 
Fill: stiff hard grey and yellow clay, flecks of 

char;:::oal 

93/102 (Trench 5) (same feature) (Fig. lS) 2m wide, 500mm 
d0ep, U-shaped 
Fill: 1. Dirty grey-graen clay, hard, charcoal 

flerks, areas of yellow ~lay 
2. Dirty grey-green clay, charcoal flecks 

94 (Trench 4) (same feature) 1.74m wide 
Fill: green-~r, •!Y clay and stones 

97 (Trench 3) (same featu 0) 1.Bm wide 
£ill: dirty y.tt;.:y ,_: 1.r.ty 

16 (Area 3) (Fig. Vi) 1.74m wide, 6OOrnrn+deep, U-shaped 
Fill~ 1. Grey-brown clayey+ charcoal 

2. Dark grey clayey 

53 (Area 3) (same feature) 1.lrn wide, 14Omm+deep, U-shaped 
Fill: light brown sandy earth, grey clay 

Ditches, west.of Alchester road 
i) Rearward plot boundaries. 107 (Trench 9) 900mm wide, 

600mm c.eep, U-shaped 
Fill: 1. Dirty brown earth 

2. Groy clayey 

167 (Fig. lF,) 600mm wide, 20Omrn + deep, flat bottomed 
Fill: lightish grey sandy clay, some lenses of 

yellowish clay 

168 (Area 1) 600mm wide, 21Omm+deep, U-::;haped 
Fill: uniform lightish grey clayey, some yellow 

clay 

192 2m wide, depth u/k 

201 

Fill: dirty dark grey clay 

l. lm wide, 350mm + deep, U-shaped 
fill: 1. Dark grey clay: ditcl1 edged with stones, 

aligned along face of ditch (stones 150-
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250mm long): ?recut 
2. Blue clay lining 

31') (Fig. 15) 910mm wide, 305mm deep, U-shaped 
Fill: durk loam with charcoal: dirty clay below 

ii) Plot side ditches. 90 (Area 4) 1.411m wide, 400mm + deep, 
U-sh .... ped 
Fill: 1. Brown sandy e::irth, many flecl<.:s charcoal 

2. Slightly darker santiy earth, charcoal 
flec1<.:s 

10'1 (same feature) (l\rP.a 4) (Pig. 1G) 1. 3m wide, 300mm + dr2!cp, 
U-shaped 
Pill: bro~n1 sandy e~rth, much charcoal, stones at 

bottom 

108 (Tronch Q) 2.10m wide, 640mm doop, U-shapod 
Pill: 1. ;0:edium browP loan· 

2. Stiff gray clay 

1. 88 ( 1) 60Cmm + wido, 300mm docp 
Fill: dark grey clay 

200 700mm + t•1ido, 400inrn + doap 
Fill: bl.acl·: indu::Jtr.ia.1. mah. iul. overlain by 

bl. ,:J,:; rn,::ir::;hy ,;ir,u,1 

;~o':> BOOmw uide:, 3rJ(J .m duop, U-:JIW.pC:J(1 
Pill; dirty dark gray cl~y 

2B3-': •1DOrnm uidu, 300mm doop, U-~hapad 
l;, .ill: dd r.l: t:p:e.y Clhly 

rn2 l.Ol!m widu, 30/J mm docp, flat bottomed 
Fill: dark lODm with dirty cl~y below 

Ditch, S of Floet Marston road 
11 (Area 3) (rig. 16) 1.10m wide (cxpand0 to 3.7m at itG 

junction with 16), 1.2m deep, flut bottomed 
Fill: 1. Stiff roddish brown clay anrl charcoal, 

lunsoID of orangy ~and 
2. Grey clay (dooo not appear on uuction) 
3. Light yellow sandy, soft yellow 0and 

inclusions (i.e. slippage from sidea) 
4. Dirty yollow green m:mdy clay 

l2t! ('l'nmch 12) (r:;,une foat.ur<J) l.OBm wide, ~OOrnm•1,doDp, 
U-shapud 
Fill: light brown earth, w:i.th belcm lir-5ht gray 

earth with patchcG of yullow clay at tho 
bottom 

;c;t,,_l'.'ur:f\,!Y.'nr; ,rntl l"Jthru:- fu,:lf:ur.nn 
U Plot. 1Vl. 1&0 (Building 4/Ga, Aroa l) (Fig. H,) IJIJOmm wide, 

150rnm + deep, £lat bottornr,.d 
Fill: rnudium gre:y-brown clay, sornu fled,fl cnarcoal. 

J,i(Jht grey-yellow clay ut bcrttom 
143 (Building -1/6b, Area l) (Pig. J,6) 730mm wide, 200mm + deep, 

U-Uhctpec1 
Fill: medium grey clayey, a f0w flacks churcoal. 

Lens of white/light grey uandy clay 

~ 

I 
11 
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154 (same feature) l.2mwide, 560mm+deep, U-shaped 
Fill: grey-brown clayey, occasional flecks of 

charcoal 
'i'his a recut of 154/2 - this was 600mm + 
wide, 270mm + deep, U-.shaped 
Fill: light grey clayey, chocolate brown 
clayey below 

Ml'j 

155 (same feature) (Fig. 16) 700mm wide, 230mm + deep, U-shaped 
Fill: a uniform medium grey clayey, some lenses of 

dirty yellow clay, ~ few charcoal flecks 
157/2 (same feature) 1.48m wide, 280mm + deep, U-shaped 

Fill: mixture of reddish brown clayey and grey 
clay, some lenses of yellow clay 

161 (same feature) 1. 73m wide, 500mm + d0ep, U-shaped 
Pill: 1. Modium grey clay, a few flecks of charcoal 

and yellow clay 
2. As l but more yellow clay especially on 

E side. Some lumps of whitish sand 
ii) ?lot 4/3. 61, 105(4) (circular gully, Building 4/2a, Area 

4) 500mm wide, 200mm deep, flat bottomed 

U.i) Plot 

iv) Plot 

Pill: gray clayey earth 

4/4. 202 c.2m wide but oblique cut makes certainty 
impossiblo; ~JOOmrn deep 
Flll: darlc clay silty. Hevettcd on SH downhill 

side with stalces at 450mm centres. StaJ<es .f. 
120mm diameter 

4/8. 17/23 (drainage ditch N side of Building 4/5, 
Arca 3) (Pig. lG) 900mm wide, 300mm deep, V-shapcd 
Pill: 17. Slimy black clayey, charcoal 

23. lirown, yellow, green clay mixed 
·; (iJ-S drainage di':ch, i\rea 3) l.7Gm wide, 460rnrn+dccp, 

U-shaped 
Fill: 1. nark brown-grey earth with charcoal 

2. ~eddish brown clay 
3. (on N face only) Rod sandy 
4. Dark grey clay, patches of yellow clay, 

stones 

24 (same f0e:1t.ure) (Fig. Vi) lm+wide, 510mm+deep, U-shaped 
Pill: 1. Brn~n clay 

2. Orange clay 
3. Grey gravelly 
4. Hodium groy cluy(!y silt and charcoal 

1111 (di Lc:h around Il11i1,H11n h/7, Area J). 1..lun wide, JltOmm •~ d<:mp, IJ-r-Jhapr1cl. 
I•'j 11: chocoluto brown oarth, pritch(JH of oroy clay. 

I~i:r Ar-.: r,: II Oll 
l. _Rc~r:1; tinrJ l-c,L:ido ditr.hc1r,;, Alchc~stor road 
i) Ec.wtcrn r~idc. 80 (Arca 3) (Fig.'•) 720rnrnwido, 240mm+deop, 

U-shapod 
Fill: dark grey sticky clay, flecks of charcoal 

ii) Western side. 75/76 (Area 4) (Fig. ls) l.54rn wido, 260mm 
deep, u-shapcd 
Fill: 75. Hard, compact pink and white gruvul 

76. Grey earth 
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111 (Trench 19) 840mm wide, 520mm d•::ep, flat bottomed 
Fill: light brown clayey fill, gravel pebbles 

113(4) (Trench 18) (Fig. 5) 1.1411 wide, 500mm deep, U-shaped 
Fill: dark brown loamy, small gravel and some 

larger stones at bottom 
132/1 (Area 4) 940mm wide, 360mm+deep, V-shaped 

Fill: darkish chocolate brown earth 
350 (Area 3) (Fig. 4) lm wide, 180mm+deep, flat bottomed 

Fill: dark grey clayey 
2. Rearward plot boundaries, west of Alchester road 
144 (Area 1) (Fig. 16) 1.34m wide, 360mm+deep, U-shaped 

Fill: 1. Medium grey clayey 
2. Dirty yellow clayey 

110 (Trench 9) 780mm wide, 370mm deep 
Fill: medium brown loam 

179 (Trench 8) 1.23m wide, 430mm deep, U-shaped 
Fill: stiff dark grey clay 

3. RecuttingLalterations, plot boundaries, west of Alchester road 
114"7'°Trench 10) 760mm wide 

Fill: dark grey clay, much charcoal 
177 ('rrench 8) (Fig. 15) 1.55m wide, 380mm+deep, irregular 

U-si1ape 
~jJ1: dark grey clay with some patches of yellow 

clay 

131 (Trench 7) 1.32m wide, 920mm deep, U-shaped 
Fill: 1. Brown clayey 

2. Black organic silt 
185 ?1.5m wide, 400mm deep, U-shaped. Cut through stony level 

of Phase 2 
Pill: dark g•ey clay, tiles 

197 950mm wide, 350mm deep, U-shaped 
Fill: dark grey clay 

Structures and other features 
Plot 4/1. 172 (internal boundary, Area 1) 1.4m wide, 650mm+ 

deep, irregular bottom 
Fill: 1. Grey clayey, some reddish brown specks of 

ironstone 
2. As 1 but more reddish brown 
3. Dark grey clayey, flecks of charcoal 
4. Yellowish sandy, charcoal flecks 

17:" (t,ame feature) (Fig. 16) 1.95m wide, 670mm+deep, U-shaped 
Fill: 1. Light grey clayey - some reddish brown 

sandy slippage on N side 
2. Dirty brown clayey, fleclrn charcoal, 

patches of yellow clay 
Plot 4/2. 164 (ditch running from stylobat0 building Building 

4/lb, Trench 8) 902tnm wide, 270mm + deep, U-shaped 
Fill: 1. Grey clayey and reddish brown ironstone 

flecks 
2. Grey clayey, charcoal flecks, stones 
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196 (ditto) ?lm wide, 500mm deep, U-shaped 
Fill: black industrial material. Black marshy area 

on top 

207 (ditto) ?lm wide, depth u/k; wide, U-shaped profile. Had 
butt-end on NW with stakes round it; this :.·-_pr~sented 
a contraction of the original ditch length 
Fill: black industrial material. Substantial stakes 

on S side of ditch, at 400-600mm centres. 
Stakes were up to 350mm high, 150-200mm in 
diameter 

Plot 4/8. 1 (drainage ditch S of Building 4/5) (Fig. 16,) 1.4m 
wide, 600mm + deep, flat bottomed 
Fill: 1. Grey clayey, flecks of charcoal 

2. Light grey sandy 
3. Dirty grey clayey 

14 (same feature) (Fig. 16) 1.6m wide, 600mm + deep, flat 
bottomed 
Fill: 1. Darkish grey-brown clayey, charcoal 

2. Light sandy yellow-brown 
21 (replacement N-S ditch, Area 3) (Fig. 15) 1.66m wide, 280mm+ 

deep, U-shaped 
Fill: 1. Brown clay 

2. Grey g~avelly 
3. OrangG? clay 
4. Grey clay 



Northamptonshire Archaeology 18, 1983

M18 

LIST OF COINS, ALCHESTER ROAD SUBURBS, TOWCESTER 

by C,T.P. Woodfield 

Context Location Coin No, Date Descriptio11 Mint Ref 

PHASE 2, _£,175-_£,270 

320 Alchester road, west DM 44 330-337 ••. CONSTANTINOPOLIS (Intrusive) 
side ditch, upper level 

152 Area 1, Plot 2/1 AB 727 335-341 R: 1 standard (Intrusiv,e) 
side boundary 

181 Plot 2/1, stone floor AB 767 C,2 Sest ?A~toninus Pius 
of Building 2/1 R: illeg, 

AB 768 146-75 Sest FAUSTINA JNR 
R: FORTVNA S/C 

AB 769 C.2 Sest ?Antoninus Pius 
R: illeg. 1------1------------11-------+----+----------------184 

199 

329 

330 
336 
338 

Plot 2/5, Building 
2/5 

Plot 2/5, Building 
2/6 (over cobbles) 

Plot 2/7, Building 
2/7 

Plot 2/7, area of 
Building 2/7 

cw 28 
cw 30 

cw 34 

DM 33 
DM 20 
OM 15 
OM 12 
DM 19 
DM 17 
DM 8 
DM 6 
DM 27 
DM 26 
DM 25 
DM 61 

DM 69 
OM 68 
OM 23 
OM 22 
OM 21 
OM 19 
DM 18 
DM 17 
DM 16 
DM 14 
OM 13 
DM 10 
DM 5 
DM 44 
DM 43 
DM 42 
DM 40 
DM 39 
DM 38 

219 
227 

Den ELAGABALUS 
Den SEVERUS ALEXANDER 
(base) R:PM TRP VI COS II PP C,305 

196-198 Den CARACALLA C.154 

C 270 

353+ 
270+ 
341-8 
337-41 
348-50 
353+ 
341-8 
268-70 
337-41 
351-53 

C.4 
271-3 
C.4 
3/~1-8 
341-48 
341-48 
341-48 
337-41 
330-33.5 
330 + 
330 + 
353-61 
330 + 
335-37 
335-37 
330-37 
C.4 
353 + 
341 + 

R: MARS ULTORI 

Ant Radiate, type unclear 
Min 

Fel Temp type 
Irregular, Tetricus type 
VICTDDAVGG type 
PAX PVBLICA 
Fel Temp Phoenix type 
Irregular Fel Temp 
VICTDDAVG type 
CLAUDIUS II 
GLORIA EXERCITVS 
VICTDDAVG 

Min 
Ant TETRICUS I 
Min 

POP ROMANOS 
VICT DD AVG 
VICT DD AVG type 
VICT DD AVG type 
PAX PVBLICA 
VRBS ROMA 
VRBS ROMA 
CONSTANTINOPOLIS 
FEL TEMP (FH type) 
GLORIA EXERCITVS 
GLORIA EXERCITVS 
GLORIA EXERCITVS 
CONSTANTINOPOLIS 
Minim 
FEL TEMP 
Irregular Viet DD Augg 
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Context Location 

333 

334 

Plot 2/7, area of 
Building 2/7 

Plot 2/7, area of 
Building 2/7 

Coin No. Date 

DM 37 
DM 32 
DM 28 
DM 24 
DM 77 
DM 66 

DM 29 
DM 30 
DM 31 
DM 34 
I'M 35 
DM 36 
DM 41 
DM 43 
DM 46 
DM 52 
DM 53 
DM 54 
DM 58 

DM 45 
DM 55 
DM 56 
DM 57 
DM 59 
DM 62 
DM 63 
DM 67 
DM 73 
DM 74 
DM 75 
DM 65 

C.4 
330-35 
335 + 
270-73 
335 + 
C.4 

69-79 
319 
293-96 
C,4 
286-91 
341-48 
335-37 
287-93 
330-37 
C,4 
Late C4 
C.4 
C.4 

353 + 
353 + 
341 + 
330-35 
330 + 
C.4 
341-48 
287 + 
3.)0-35 
353 + 
Cl-C2 
324-30 

Description 

Minim 
CONSTANTINOPOLIS 

Mint 

Irregular Gloria Exercitus 
Ant TETRICUS I 
Irregular Gloria Exercitus 
Minim 

VESPASIAN 
VICTORIA AVG 
Ant ALLECTUS 
House of Constantine 
Ant CARAUSIUS 
VICT AVG 
GLORIA 1 Standard 
Ant CARAUSIUS 
VRBS ROMA 
Irregular 
Hof Theodosius 
Minim 
Minim 

Minim. Fel Temp type. 
Minim. Fel Temp type 
Irregular Viet DD Aug type 
VRBS ROMA 
Irregular Urbs Roma type 
Minim 
VICT DD AVG 
trregular Carausius 
GLORIA liXERCITVS 
Minim. E'el Temp type 
Den Irregular issue 
CONSTANTIUS I commemorative 

Comment: 

The evidence of the coins 
suggests that th,ese levels 
(prefix OM) were not dif
ferentiated from the topsoil 
which contained an abundance 
of C.4 coins. 

M19 

Ref. 

,.....-,--------+--------1----1---------------,-PHASJ~ 3 c. 2 70-fJb AD 
183 -Plot 4/3, Ditch west 

294 

of Alchester road, 
rearward plot 
boundarieE> 

Pit in Plot 2/3 

cw 31 

cw 1 
cw 2 
cw 3 

c.270 

268-70 
268-70 
268-70 

Ant O : Rad hd • 
R: S1:g figure 

Ant R: Illeg 
Ant R: CTVS AVG Figure stg. 
Ant R: Emperor(?) stg facing 

with caduceus and patera 
Comment: This group, found cemented together in a 
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M20 

Context Location Coin No. Date Description Mint Ref. 

in a stack are probably all of Claudius II with 
varying reverses, and at least tw0 have silver 
enriched surfaces. It is possible that this 
group was not current at the time but were kept 
together as a small hoard of attractive and 
potentially valuable silvered coins. 

63 Alchester road, AB 525 195 Den SEPTIMUS SEVERUS C65 recutting of side R: TRPIIIIMPVCOSII 
ditch, eastern side Captive 

(EF condition ?Heirloom) 

77 Alchester road, AB 582 330-335 CONSTANTINOPOLIS )s( 
recutting of side (From surface layer) 
ditch, eastern side 

PHASE 4a _£,330-£_,3S)/60 AD 

68(1) Alchester road, AB 541 320-24 CONSTANTINE I 
recutting of ditch, R: BEATATRANQUILLITAS 
west side. 

60 Resurfacing of AB 475 C.4 Irreg. House of Constantine 
Alchester road AB 474 C,4 Minim (10) illeg. 

16(1) Ditch east of AB 438 337-341 CONSTANTIUS II TRS ~ 
Alchester road, R: 1 standard LRBC I 130 rearward plot 
boundary 

16(2) Ditch east of AB 226 341-46 VICTORIAE type 
Alchester road, rear-
ward plot boundary 

90 Plot 4/3 northern AB 653 307-337 CONSTANTINE I/LICINIUS 
side ditch R: Soli Invicto (?) type. 

104 AB 639 306-37 CONSTANTINE I 
Ditto R: illeg 

185 Plot 4/. 11 side ditch cw 2,. 330-35 CONSTANTIUS II 2 std TR( J 
LR. ~ I.64 

cw 25 C.4 Minim (11) 
cw 26 337-41 CONSTANTINOPOLIS 
cw 27 317-26 CRISPUS R: VOTIS XX STR 

201 Ditch west side of cw 36 330-35 CONSTANTIUS II 
Alchester road, rear-
ward plot boundary 

200 Plot 4/2, side ditch cw 35 337-41 THEODORA TRS. 
R: PAXROMANA LRBC I 113 



Northamptonshire Archaeology 18, 1983

M21 

Context Location Coin No. Date Description Mint Ref. 

11(4) 

189(2) 

61 

154 

30 

38 

59 

189(2) 

31(2) 

Ditch south of Fleet 
Marston road 

AB 167 

Plot 4/2,Building 4/la AB 

Plot 4/3,Building 4/2a AB 652 

Oval enclosure, 
Building 4/6b AB 787 

337-41 Irreg CONSTANTINOPOLIS 

C.4 Irreg 

330-35 CONSTANTINE II 
R: 1 standard 

TRP. 
LRBC I 53a 

351-2 Irreg MAGNENTIUS/DECENTIUS 
VICTORIAEDDNN (mirrored) 

Comment: Mirrored legends are known but not common 

Plot 4/8, floor of 
Building 4/5 

Building 4/5 culvert 

Causeway over 
Alchester road to 
Plot 4/8 

AB 192 
AB 219 

AB 310 
AB 359 

AB 360 

AB 458 
AB 464 
AB 465 
AB 473 
AB 477 
AB 478 
AB 479 

AB 480 
AB 482 
AB 483 

AB 484a 
AB 484b 
AB 485 
AB 486 

AB 487 

Plot 4/2,Building 4/la CW 12 

Building 4/5, first AB 354 
phase of furnace AB ltOl 

AB 402 
AB 403 
AB 404 
AB 405 
AB 406 
AB 407 

C.4 Hof Constantine 
330-35 R: 2 standard 

(19) 
330-41 Hof Constantine 

R: Wolf and twins 
330-35 R: 2 standard 

* 
illeg, 

* 

Arles 
LRBC I 378/9 

335+ 
335-41 
335-41 
c.4 

later C4 
late C4 
330-35 

341+ 
C.4 
341-46 

C.4 
341-46 
C.4 
330-35 

Irreg R: 1 standard type 
R: 1 standard 
R: 1 standard 
Irreg (l ''.) 
Fel Temp type 
O: diad bust r 
CONSTANTINE II 
R: 2 standards 
Irreg Victoriae DD type 
Irreg (17) ~ 
Constantius/Constans TRP 

LRBC I 139 

i 
TRP 

* 

Victoriae DD 
Victor.iae DD 
Minim (9) 
CONSTANTINE I 
2 standards LRBC I 78/80 

c. C4 Hof Constantine 

C.4 Irreg (12) 

330+ Irreg Victory on prow type 
351-53 Magnentius/Decentius 

Victoriae DONN type 
C.4 Minim (8) 
C.4 Irreg (13) FH type D 
C.4 Irreg (15) FH type D 
C.4 Minim (8) 
C.4 Minim (8) 
C.4 Minim (9) 
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Context Location Coin No. Date Description Mint Ref. 

31(3) Building 4/5, first AB 305 337-41 1 standard .TRP. 
phase of furnace 

LRBC I 107 
but a.legend 
15 

AB 306 341+ ?irreg 1 standard 
AB 307 341-46 VictoriaeDD 
AB 309 346-50 ?irreg Phoenix 
AB 316 346+ Irreg (12) FH type 
AB 317 C.4 Irreg (12) 
AB 350 C.4 Minim (11) 
AB 352 351-53 MAGNENTIUS LTRP 
AD 353 J48+ Victoriae DONN LRBC 2.58 

IrrP.g.Victoriae DDNN 
AB 355a C.4 Mfoim (7) 
AB 355b C.4 Hinim (8) 
AB 356 352-4 Constantius II FH4 
AB 357 337+ Hof Constantine or later 
AB 424 337-41 Irreg Veiled hd/Quadriga 
AB 425 350-51 MAGNENTIUS A/TRP 

FELICITAS REIPVBLICAE LRBC 2.50 
AB 426 346-50 FEL TEMP hut 
AB 428 350-51 MAGNENTIUS RPLG 

FELICITAS REIP (2) LRBC 2.211 
AB 429 346-50 CONSTANTIUS II TRS 

FEL TEMP hut LRBC 2.30 

32 Hollow inside AB 318 C.4 Minim (7 .5) :·, 
Building 4/5 

34 Hearth inside AB 312 C.4 Minim (8) 
Building 4/5 AB 313 (14) 

AB 317 346-50 CONSTANS. R:Galley TRP 
LRBC 2.41 

AB 370 C.4 Minim (11) 
AB 371 350+ Irreg (13) FH type D 
AB 372 350+ Irreg (12.5) FH type 

AB 373 341-46 Hof Constantine D 
Victoriae DD LRBC I 145-7 

AB 374 C.4 Minim (7) 
M Hof Constantine AB 375 341-46 Victoriae DD TRP 

LRBC I 137-8 
AB 376 Irreg (20) large and thick flan 
AB 377 351-61 Hof Constantine FSIS 

FH3/4 
-=-=--:--

2(1) Plot 4/8, yard outside AB 62 317-324 CONSTANTINE II * 
Building 4/5 AB 63 ?335-41 (14) 

AB 64 C.4 Minim (8) 
AB 65 ?340+ (15) Hof Constantine 
AB 66 335-41 1 standard 
AB 67 330+ ? Helena 
AB 75 287-89 Ant CARAUSIUS R: Pax MI,XXI 

(Residual) 
AB 75 265-70 Ant VICTORINUS R: Pietas (Residual) 

bis 
AB 88 mid/ (14.5) ? • 

lateC4 
. 1rreg. 
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Context Location Coin No. Date Description Mint Ref 

2(1) AB 89 341+ VICTORIAE DD 
Contin. AB 95 Mid C4 Irreg (19) 

AB 111 337-41 1 standard 
AB 112 330-41 Constantinopolis/Wolf ?Trier 
AB 113 330-341 CONSTANTINOPOLIS 
AB 123 350-51 MAGNENTIUS/Felicitas 
AB 155 C.4 Minim 
AB 236 322-23 R: CAESARVMNOSTRORVM ?Thessalonica 

3 Plot 4/8, yard outside AB 7l• 351-54 Constans/Gratian R:FH3 * 
Building 4/5 AB 79 May not be a coin 

AB 85 287-93 Ant: ?Carausius (Residual) 
AB 91 308-37 CONSTANTINE I R:Genio 
AB 94 335-41 1 standard 
AB 106 330-35 2 standards 
AB 107 346-50 CONSTANS R:Hut(2) 
AB 108 330-41 CONSTANTINOPOLIS TRP. 

LRBC I 59 
AB 109 early- (16) 

mid C.4 
AB 110 335-41 1 standard 
AB 136 330-35 URBS ROMA 
AB 137 (16) 
AB 138 337-40 CONSTANTINUS 
AB 159 Minim (7) 
AB 160 335-41 1 standard 
AB 161 %1 Irreg R: Victoriae DD type 
AB 162 335+ Irreg 1 standard type 
AB 163 335-41 1 standard 
AB 164 341-46 ?Victoriae type 
AB 169 348+ Irreg? ?FH type e AB 168 341-46 CONSTANS R:VICTORIAEDD • 

TRP 
LRBC I 157 

AB 190 253-68 Ant R: )PVD( (Residual) 
AB 216 335-41 1 standard RP• 
AB 217 (20) 
AB 176 mid C4 Irreg (13) 
Afl 181 C.4 Hof Constantine 
AB 184 c.4 (12) 
AB 185 341-46 CONSTANTIUS II 

R: Victoriae DD 
AB 185 C.4 (12) 

bis 
AB 186 335-41 CONSTANTIUS II 1 std 

AB 187 351-53 Magnentius/Decentius 
R: VICTORIAEDDNN 

AB 188 360+ O:Brockage Constantinian portrait 
R: ?Fel Temp FH3 type 

AB 177 c.4 (14) 
AB 178 341-46 Victoriae DD 
AB 179 335-41 1 standard TRS 
AB 180 335-41 1 standard TRS 
AB 182 c.3 Irreg radiate 
AB 183 335-41 1 standard TR(?) 
AB 218 C4 Minim (9.5) 
AB 235 335-41 CONSTANTIUS II 1 std 

I 
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Context Location Coin No. Date Description Mint Ref 

3 AB 126 350-3~3 Magnentius/Decentius 
(contd) AB 127 330- 35 2 standard ?Nicomedia 

AB 129 351- 53 VictoriaeDDNN 
AB 319 ?98-117 Den ?Trajan 
AB 361 335- 41 1 standard ARL 
AB 362 330- 35 CONSTANTINE II 1 std .PLG LRBC I 187 
AB 431 337- 41 HELENA PAX PVBLICA TRP,;rirLRBC I 128 
AB l1:J2 33'1- 41 Hof Constantine i std 
AB L1:33 330- 35 CONSTANTINOPOLIS 
AB 434 335- 41 1 standard 
AB l1:39 341- l16 CONSTANS Victoriae ( 2) 
AB ft10 335- lt1 1 standard 
AB l1:l11 JJO- 35 CONSTANTINOPOLIS 
AB 86 69- 81 Den Titus or Vespasian 

12 Plot !1/8, AB 130 330- 35 2 standards 
Yard outside AB 170 C.!1 (13) 
Buildin!'l 11/5 AB 220 307- 2ft Follis LICINIUS /P 

SOLI INVIC1'0 COMITJ 
AB 221 367+ Irrcg II of Valentinian 

Gloria Rom (8) type 
AB 222 c.11: (16) 
AB 237 c.11 Minim 
AB 128 J30- 35 2 standards 
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Context Location Coin No. Date Description Mint Ref. 

18 Plot 4/8, yard outside AB 165 C.4 Minim (12) * Building 4/5 AB 165 C.4 Minim (9) 
bis 

AB 166 330-35 CONSTANTINUS II 2 std 
AB 191 mid C4 Irreg? FH type 
AB 193 mid C4 Irreg? FH type 

7 Plot 4/8 AB 77 341-46 Constantius/Constans 
north-south ditch AB 78 341-46 CONSTANS 

..,_l'nn..:i.i:. -.u '-' .J.,,.,-.J,~ 
58 Al.chester road, recut AB 457 352-54 Hof Constantine FH?4 

of side ditch eastern AB 462 C.4 Mi,nim ( 0): Grid of lines (Fig.44) 
side AB 463 C.4 (14) 

65 Alchester road, AB 543 317-37 CONSTANTINE II as Caesar 
recut of side ditch R: BEATTRANQUILLITAS PLON C.10 
western side AB 544 335+ Minim (11) lstd type 

132 Alchester road, recut 
of side ditch, western AB 678 ?253-68 Ant ?Gallienus. R: Dianae? 
side 

114 Plot boundary west of AB 651 351-53 DECENTIUS R:Victoriae(l) TRP 
Alchester road LRBC 2.57 

188 Plot 4/5, side ditch cw 33 337-341 Constantine I or Constans 
1'PLG(?) 

172 Plot 4/1, internal AB 788 337-41 1 standard • TRP.Jt' LRBC I.? 
boundary (not recorded) 

172(3) Plot 4/1, internal AB 75!> 330-35 ?Constantius I 1 std TR.S 
boundary LRBC I.60-62 

AB 757 C.4 (18) 

169 Plot lt/1, Building AB 743 306-24 CONSTANTINE I 
4/6c Victories. VOT X PLN 

AB 744 335-41 Constantius/Constans 
1 standard 

AB 746 337-41 HELENA/R:PAX P.VBLICA 
AB 747 341-46 CONSTANS, R:Victoriae DD D 

TRP 
LRBC I 147 

AB 748 341-46 CONSTANS. r:Vict9riae TRS 
LRBC I 147 

AB 749 346-54 ?Constantius II 
R: Fel Temp FH(2) 

AB 750 335+ Irreg 1 std type 
AB 751 335--41 CONS'fANS. 1 std 
AB 784 330+ Irreg Wolf and twins type 
AR 785 C,4 (15) 
AB 838 350+ Irreg Gloria Rom (1) type 
AB 838a fragments 

96 Pit, Plot 4/1 AB 658 351-3 MAGNENTIUS Victoriae DDNN ?J\MB 
AB 654 330-35 CONSTANTINOPOLIS CONS 
cw 7 341-46 Hof Constantine 
AB 7 341-46 Hof Constantine 

181 Plot 4/1 AB 766 JJ0-35 CONSTANINOPOLIS TRS( 
Building 4:/6c AB 832 335-4:1 Hof Constantine 1 std. 
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M26 

Context Location Coin No. lk.te Description Mint Ref. 

146(1) Pit, Plot 4/1 AB 725 330-41 CONSTANTINOPOLIS 
AB 720 C.4 (15) 

148 Pit, Plot 4/1 AB 722 346+ Irreg (17) FH type 

158 Pit, Plot 4/1 AB 729 341-46 ~ONSTANS VICTORIAE DD ? -TRS 
-

159(2) Pit, Plot 4/1 AB 731 335-37 CONSTANTINE II. 1 Std 
AB 730 337-41 THEODORA. PIETAS ROMANA 

166 (2) Pit, Plot 4/1 AB 763 330-41 Hof Constantine. 2 std ?Trier 

173 Pit, Plot 4/1 AB 782 346+ Minim (10.5) FH type 

164 Plot 4/2, surface M 732 306-24 CONSTANTINE I -VICTORIAE LAETAE STR 

164 Plot 4/2, ditch AB 721 295-305 Follis DIOCLETIAN C.128 -GENIO POPULI ROMANI TR 

207 Plot 4/2, ditch cw 37 305-09 Follis M,',XTMTNUS TT as Caesar 
RIC 123b 

R: SAC MON VRB AVGG etc. 
cw 38 346-50 CONSTANTIUS II 

FEL TEMP Galley 
cw 39 320-24 CONSTANTINE I 

BEATTRANQUILLITAS 
cw 28 320-24 CONSTANTINF, I PLON C.17-30 

BEATTRANQUlLITAS Altar 

208(1) Industrial deposit cw 32 306-24 CONSTANTINE I PTR RIC 173 
Plot 4/2 VICTORIAE shield 

62 Plot 4/3, Building 4/2b AB 533 mid C4 Irreg (14) 
AB 513 (16.5) 
AB 524 Minim (10) 

66 Plot 4/3, Building 4/2b AB 530 341-46 Hof Constantine ?Trier 
Victoriae DD 

AB 531 341-46 Victoriae DD 
AB 553 341-46 Victoriae DD ? Trier 

LRBC I 149(? 
AB 554 314-17 follis CONSTANTIN I T/F C,536(?) 

SOLI INVICTO COMITI PLN 
AB 555 360+ irreg ?Salus Reip type 
AB 556 C.4 'Hnim (10) 
AB .557 330-35 Hof Constantine. 2 std 
AB 558 330-41 CONSTANTINOPOLIS 
AB 561 C.4 Minim (7) 
AB 579 330-35 VRBS ROMA Wolf TRP 

LRBC I 52 
AB 583 351-53 MAGNENTIUS/DECENTIUS TRS 

Victoriae DDNN (2) LRBC II 56-9 
AB 584 335-41 1 standard 
AB 585 330-35 CONSTANTINE II as Caes 

2 standards TRS• 
LRBC I 56 

AB 586 c.4 Minim (9) 

-------- ---



Northamptonshire Archaeology 18, 1983

---~-- --------, 

M27 

Context Location Coin No. Date Description Mint Ref. 

66 Plot 4/3, Building 4/2b AB 587 
contin. AB 607 

83 

136 

64 

Plot 4/J, Building 
4/2b 

Plot 4/3, Building 
4/2b 

Pit, Plot 4/3 

AB 625 

AB 431 
AB 432 
AB 433 

AB 434 
AB 435 

AB 436 

AB 437 
AB 438 

AB 469 
AB 476 

AB 523 

AB 288 
AB 294 
AB 297 

AB 623 
AB 624 
AB 626 
/'..B 627 
AB 628 
AB 629 
AB 630 

AB 631 
AB 632 
AB 633 
AB 640 

AB 641 
AB 680 

AB 679 

AB 521 
AB 608 

AB 606 

T 

C.4 Minim (6) Little worn 
330-35 CONSTANTIUS II 2 stds TRS 

LRBC I 64 
324-350 (15) 

330-41 VRBS ROMA Wolf 
C.4 Minim (9) 
?383+ ?Irreg Valentinian/Theodosius 

? Gloria Rom 
330-41 VRBS ROMA Wolf 
346-50 Constantius II/Constans 

FH ?4 
324-30 PROVIDENTIAAVGG Gate PTRE 

LRBC I 38 
Min:i.m (11) 

341+ VICTORIAE DD ?irreg 

C.4 Minim (11) 
3~7-326 CRISPUS PLN C.105? 

PRINCIPIAIVVENTJTIS 
260-268 Ant GALLIENUS 

NEPTVNACONSAVG Hippocamp 
C.4 
330-37 VRBS ROMA Wolf 
330-37 VRBS ROMA Wolf 

C.4 
C,4 
346+ 
268-70 
330+ 
309-13 

lrreg (10) R: buckle shape 
Minim (7) 
Minim (7) 
?Irreg (14) FH type 
Ant CLAUDIUS II VIRTUSAVG 
Irrcg (13) Standard type 
Follis CONSTANTINE I 

C,668 

C,318 

A C.429 
PRINCIPIIVVENTVTIS ~LN 

Minim (10) 
Minim (9) Standard type 
?Irreg 2 standards type 

C.4 
330+ 
330+ 
350-51 ?Irreg CONSTANTIU:3 II/MAGNENTIUS 

FH2 
(.;,4 

330-35 

330+ 

(12) 
VRB S ROMA Wolf TR.P 

LRBC I 65 

Irreg (10) 2 atandard typa 

337-41 Hof Const~ntine. 1 std .AS 
330-35 Constantius/r_;onstans ~-

2 standards PCO( 
330-35 CONST/;NTrnOPOLIS 

----1-------------t--·---+-----t---- -·------------• 
14(1) Plot 4/8, Building 

4/5, recut drainage 
ditch south of 
building. 

AB 125 

AB 153 
AB 100 
AB 101 
AB 102 
/JJ 103 

330-35 

C.4 
337-41 
C.4 
337-41 

CONSTANT"d~E II/CONSTANS TR.P 
2 standat<ls LRBC I 60-4 
(10-11) 
Irreg. (13) 
CONSTANS 1 standard 
(8-10) 
1 standard 
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Context Location 

14(1) 
Contin. 

44 

31(1) 

Spur ,:itch to east 
of Building 4/5 

Plot 4/8, Building 4/5, 
latest pha~c of 
fm;nacc 

Coi.:1 No. Date 

AB 104 

AB lll1 
AB 147 
AB 148 

341-46 

?C.4 
341-46 
346-50 

M2B 

Description Mint Ref. 

Constantius/Constans if, 
Victoriae DONN 
?irreg (13) 
Victoriae DONN type 
CONSTANS Fel Temp. Phoenix 

All 364 
AB 365 

330+ Irreg (15) Wolf and twins copy 
365-78 Hof Valentinian. Gloria Romanorum 

AB 238 

i\Il 239 337+ 
AB 131 
AB 132 Late C4 
AB 13lhis 330-41 
AB 105 330-35 
AB 272 C,11 
AB 273 C.4 
AB 2711 C,/1 
AB 275 C,/1 
AB 276 mid C/1 
AB 277 C,l1 
AE 278 C.11 
AB 279 C.t, 
AB 299 
AB 308 C,4 
AB 351 346-50 

AB 378 
AB 379 
AB 380 
AB 381 
/ill 382 
AB 388 
AB 389 
AB 390 
AB 391 
AB 392 
AB 393 
AB 39ft 
AB 395 
AB 396 
/ill 397 
AB 398 
AB 399 
AB 400 
AB 408 
AB 409 

AB 41.0 
AB 411 
AB 412 
AB 413 
AB 414 
AB 415 
AB ls16 

337+ 
C.4 
C.lt 
3.51-2 
C.4 
C.4 
C.4 
c. '• c.t, 
c.t, 
C .t, 
Mid Cl1 
C .t, 
C.4 
C ,!1 
C.4 

324+ 
352-St, 

C.4 
C.4 
C.4 
C.4 
C,4 
C,4 
C,lf 

CONSTANTIUS/CONSTANS 
Victoriae DDNN 
1 standard 
(17) 
(8) 
CONSTANTINOPOLIS 
2 standards 
(11) 
Minim (8) Wolf and twins type 
Ir.rc3 (ll1) 
Irrc!g (10. 5) 
Fil type 
Minim (7) 
Minim (7) 
Minim (7) 

(12) 
Minim (9) 
CONSTANTINE II/CONSTANS LRBC 2,591--~ 
llcl temp N/ or 598 

RP 
(12) 

l at:andard 
Hinim (8) 
t1inim (8) 
DECEHTIUS? 
t1inim (10) 
Minim (7) 
t1inim (7 .5) 
Minim (8=10) 
l":'rcg (10) 
Minim (8) 
lrrci3 (11) 

Vietoriac DDNN 
D 
D 
D 

D 
lrreg (13) FH type 
t1inim (8) 
Minim (6) 
Minim (6) 
Hin:i,m (9) n 
Thick piece of bronze (7) 
?Helena. Sccuritaa Rcip? 
COIWTANTIUS II FH3 TRP 

1,m.:c 2. 72 
Minim (9) 
f1inim (8) 
Minim (9) D 
!1inim (9) 
Minim (9) attached to ir.on ?nail 
Minim (9) 1 atanclard type 
Minim (8) 
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Context Location Coin No. Date Description Mint Ref. 

31 (.1) 
rontin. 

H(l) 

t'or:t.holu 
f:,1i lditrri 1,/c, 
t}i<od, ,\/B 

(!,,plc1cC,1W;id, 

N-S di tf'.11 

P'wt 11/II 

!'it to N of 
F!11i ldimJ 
Iii'> . 

AB 419 
AB 417 
AB 418 
AB 420 
AB 421 
AB 422 
AB 423 
AB 427 
AB 105 
AB 105 

bis 

C. Li 

C.4 
late c.1 
C.4 
C.4 
341-46 
C,4 
346-50 
330-41 
330-35 

? 

Irreg (12) FH Type 
Irreg (12) 

Minim (8) 
Minim (9) FH type 
Minim (10) 
Hof Constantine. Victoriae DDNN 
Minim (9) Wolf 3nd t~lns type 
Hof Constantine Phoenix 
CONSTANTINOPOLIS 
2 standards 

AB 224 C.4 Minim (10) 
AB 234 C.4 Irreg 
AB 415 3)~+ Minim (10) Wolf and twins tyge 

Comment: This deposit is significant for the number 
of small size mid-late C.4 derivatives, suggesting 
that it was in operation after 360 but the absenc~ 
of late coins suggests the use was relatively short- I 
lived. There is also a number in a distinctive style, 
hinting that the furnace might have been used for 
the illicit production of small change. 

All JI', VHBS IWMA \fol r 

AH ,!,11~ C.ft 
AB 2/iJ 
AB ::!/i', c.,, 
AB '.!BO 

td: :-!B1 JJO-
MJ 2H) ·321, .. 
AB 28', c. ,, 
AB 2B'J C. It 
f.;J 2B(, 

J7 
111 

l,TCTNIIJS <iRNTO l'OP 
llOM 

Mirl'im (B) 
( 11) 

Minim ( 10) 

London 

Quarter of coin only 
CON~;TANTTW>POLJ S X THS 

II of Comitant i ne 
Minim ( 11.) 
Minim ( 5) 

metal 2.:j-Jmm ?coin 

UU3C L 77 

C tny<~Y ~·r r·<;a<I AB (,() Minim ( CJ) 

fl of r>,1. 1d-inq Ii/'; .::lot·,~~4~ ~r~;o 

" 

I 

I An 76 

AB 233 
AB 257 

AB 2'15 
AB 1.;j/f 

JJ'Ji, 

3J5-

330-

C. l1 

ht 

3'.3 

Jrrun (th)Fll typo 
f'ra<Jment of co1 n 
CONWf'ANl'TNg TT 1 
etandanl 
II of Corwtantiti<; 
2 r;tandardr-; 
Mirdm (6-7) 
Mfrdm (6) 

( 22) thick flan 
M'inim ( 12) 

?Lyon 

Tn.s umc r 60 
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UNSTRATIFIED COINS 

Area 3, surface of '.J..chester 
road 

Topsoil, 
197l1c-76 
excavations 

-, - -

AB 439 
AB 440 

Minim (10) 
Magnentius/Decentius 
Victoriae type 2 

M30 

AB 441 
AB 442 
AB 443 
AB 453 

AB 454 
AB 455 
AB 461 
AB 466 

AB 467 
AB 481 

C.4 
351-53 

330-37 
? 
330-35 
346-50 

late C4 
? 
330-35 
306-37 

C.4 
330+ 

. --- --- -.----
306- 37 
328- JO 

AB 34 C0 l1 

VRBS ROMA 

CONSTANTINOPOLIS 
Constantius II/Constans 
Phoenix 2 
Irreg ?Hof Valentinian 

CONSTANTINE II 1 std )P( 
Follis Constantine/Licinius 
SOLI INVICTO COMITI 
(14) 
Hof Constantine ·---------

CONSTANTINE T 
CONSTANTTNE T 

Providentiae Trier 

AB 36 351- 5lt MAGNENTIUS 

AB 34 bis C.4 frag Siscia 
AB 47 C.lt 

AB h8 Late C. lt 
AB 11c9 
AB 50 
AB 'i2 
AT.I 'j/1 

AB 57 
Au J6J 

C. lt 
C. It 
J/11- /1(-, 

3211- 30 
c.11 
c.11 

AB 430 
AB 124 
AB 265 
AB 267 
AB 268 
AB 289 
AB 290 
AB 291 
AB 292 
AB 293 
AB 581 
AB 532 
AB 724 

AB 786 

AB 756 
AB 735 
AB 736 

335+ 
C.4 
c.4 
335-41 
335-41 
C.4 
324-28 
346-50 
337-41 
C.4 
337-41 
355+ 
early 

C2 
306-24 

330-35 

C.4 

Minim (8) 
Trreq 

H of Constantine 
II of Constantine 

Minim ( 10) 

Irreg I 3tandard type 
Minim (9) 
Irreg Constantinopolis Type D 
1 standard 
1 standard 
Irreg (11) 
Helena. Pax Pvblica 
Hof Constantine Phoenix 
1 stanclard 
Minim (8) 
1 standard 
Minim (10) Fel Temp type 

Sest ?Trajan 

CONSTANTINE I 
SOLI INVICTO COMITI 
CONSTANTIUS II 2 stds TRP 
(18) 
Minim (11) •• IV •• 

_ __J 
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Context Location 

.·Topsoil, 1974-76 contin 

Ditch 1S9(2) 

1977/8 watching brief: 
topsoil over Building 4/lb 

Topsoil over ditch 
185 

Land drain, Area 3 

M31 

Coin No. Date Description Mint Ref. 

AB 737 

AB 738 
AB 734 

AB 731 
AB 730 

341-46 

C.4 
C.4 

337-41 
337-41 

CONSTANTIUS/CONSTANS 
Victoriae 
Minim (6.5) 
Minim (8) 

CONSTANTINE II 
THEODORA 
PIETAS ROMANA 

D 
TRP 

Note: this ditch is Phase 1 so these coins are 
clearly intrusive (cut by Phase 4b pit at this 
point) 

cw 4 

cw 5 
cw 6 

cw 7 
cw n 

cw 9 
cw 10 
cw 11 

cw 13 
cw 14 
cw 15 
cw 16 

cw 17 
cw 18 

cw 19 

cw 20 

AB 74 
bis 

AB 90 

337-41 1 standard 
CONSTANS 

Illeg. 

I 
PLG 
LRBC I 253 

341-46 CONSTANTIUS II ? ?G 
Victoriae DDAVGGQNN PARL 

350-75 
330-35 

J50+ 
352-60 
320-24 

Hof Valentinian 
VRBS ROMA Wolf 

Irreg FH 3 type 
FEL TEMP FH3 
CONSTANTINE I 

LRBC I 444? 

ti PLG 
LRBC I 205 

N/S C.252 
VIRTUS EXERCIT VOT XX 

C.4 
C.4 
C.4 
330-35 

350+ 
320-24 

330-35 

CONSTANTINOPOLIS 

Irreg FH type 
CONSTANTINE I 
BEATTRA NQLITAS 
CONSTANTINE II 
2 standards 

330-35 CONSTANTIUS II 
2 standards 

C.4 Minim 

late C4 Victoria type. 

t 
TRP 

LRBC I 86 

F/B C.10 var 
PLN 

TR.S 
LRBC I 64 

TR(.P or .S) 
LRBC I 64 

Intrusive 

JI 

Note+ The coin numbers are those allocated by the excavators. 

DM: 1966 excavations; 
AB: 1974-76 excavations; 
cw. 1977-8 watching brief. 

*denotes Phase 4a contexts extending iri use into Phase 4b. 
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ANALYSIS OF COIN 

~ G C Morgan 

A metallographic examination was carried out on a polished section of one coin, 
197'1 SF 413 (from the upper layer (1) of Furnace 31, Building 4/5, Phase l.1,b). 
The crystal structure was revealed by etching in alcoholic ferric chloride and 
picric acid solutions in succession. This showed a distorted dendritic structure 
of a copper/lead alloy. This appeared as a copper matrix with interdendritic 
lead. 

The elements were determined by an x··ray analysis of the same section on the 
electron microscope. This showed the dendrites to be copper and the interdendritic 
material to be lead in the approximate proportions Cu 85, P.b 15. Tin and zinc, 
were not detected. Silver was not determined. 
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SAMIAN WARE FROM DEPOSITS OF PHASES 3 AND 4 

amalgamated reports by Joanna Bi rd and Hedley Pengelly; 
with notes on the stamps by Brenda Dickinson and BR Hartley 

PHASE 3 -

1. Western side ditch, Fleet Marston road 

126 ( 2) 

2. New side ditches, 

i) Eastern side 

13 

63 

127 

ii) Western side 

87 

3. Other features 

294 (pit) 

PHASE 4a 

Walters 81, CG, Ant. 

~hester road 

Dr 37, CG, mid-late Ant. 

Dr 18/31, CG, Ant. 
Dr 36, CG, 2nd cent. 
Walters 79, CG, later 2nd C'~r1t. 
CG sherd, 2nd cent. 

CG sherd, 2nd cent. 

Walters 79, CG, later 2nd cent. 

Scrap, CG, 2nd cent. 

1. Alterations to Alchester road surface 

M33 

206 Dr 79 - Tg range. Flat dish with grooves 
instead of the more normal rouletted 
circle found on the floor of 79R's, TgR's, 
etc. E.G., probably Rheinzabern. Late 2nd 
or early 3rd cent. 

2. Ditches, east of Al.chester road 

Rearward plot boundary 102. Dr 27, SG, Fl.av. 

3. Ditches west of Al.chester road 

i) Rearward plot boundaries 

167 

319 

Dr 31, CG, Ant. 

Dr 38, slightly burnt, Ant. 

ii) Plot side ditch~ 

90 (Plot 4/3) Dr 31, CG, Ant. 
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104 (Plot 4/3) Dr 37, CG. Broken ovolo, beaded tongue. 
Had.-Ant • 

.i:....§._tructures and other f8atures 

i) Plot 4/1 

154 (Building 4/6b) Dr 31, CG, Ant. 

ii) Plot 4/3 

61 (circular gully, Building 4/2a) CG sherd, 2nd cent. 

iii) Plot 4/4 

202 (enclosure ditch) Dish fragment. CG. Slightly burnt. 
Probably mid to late Ant. 

iv) Plot 4/8 

3 (yard outside Building 4/5) Bowl sherd, CG, mid-later 2nd 
cent. 

7 (2) (N-S drainage ditch) Dr 31, CG, Ant. 

24 (N-S drainage ditch) Dr 42 dish, barbotine leaves, SG, 
mid-late 1st cent. 

27 ( II II u Dr 33, CG, 2nd cent. 

PHASE 4b 
1. Recutting, side ditches, AJchester road 

i) Eastern side 

58 

300 

ii) Western side 

76 

86 

132 (1) 

Dr 37, CG. Panel design with medallion or 
festoon. Had.-Ant. 
Dr 37, C/EG, later 2nd cent.; worn 
CG sherd, 2nd cent. 

Fragment of an enclosed jar ( u:C:11 72 etc) 
with 'cut-glass' facets (cf 0 & P, Pl. 
LXVII). Probably late Ant. 
Curle 15, CG, Ant. 

Two CG sherds, 2nd cent. 

Dr 33, CG, Ant. 
Dr 37, CG, Ant. 

CG sherd, 2nd cent. 

2 1 Rearward plot boundaries west of Alchester road 
179 Dr 18/31, CG, Ant. 

Dr 18/31, CG, early 2nd cent. 

3. RP-cutting, plot boundaries west of Alchester road 

131 (Plot 4/1) Dr 33, CG, Had.-Ant. 

185 (Plot 4/5) Dr 31, CG, Ant. 
Dr 38, flange, EG, Ant. 
Tiny scrap, 2nd cent. 

197 '. 0 lot 4/5) Dr 31R, CG, mid to late Ant. 
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4. Structures and other features 

Plot 4/1 

i) Internal boundary 

175 (2) 

ii) Pits 

96 

146 

170 

171 

173 

Plot 4/2 

Lud Tg probably, EG, later 2nd-early 3rd 
cent. 
CG sherd, possibly Walters 791 later 2nd 
cent. 

Dr 31R, CG,later 2nd cent. 
Dr 37, CG. Probable panel design with 
double medallion or festoon. Early-mid 
2nd cent. 
Dr 37, CG. Broken small ovolo, with rosette 
tip. Had. 
CG sherd, 2nd cent. 
CG sherd, 2nd cent. 
Dr 46, CG, mid 2nd cent. 

CG sherd, 2nd cent. 

Dr 33, CG, Ant. 
Dr 37, CG, Had. 

Dr 33, EG, later 2nd-early 3rd cent. 

Dr 37. The ovolo is blurred, but is 
probably R. B38, used by X-9 ('Medetus
Ranto') of Martres. For the same festoon 
and astragalus, with the panther 0.1566, 
see S & S Pl. 31, no. 368. GAD 100-125 
Two CG sherds, 2nd cent. 
CG sherd, later 2nd cent. 
Lud Tg, CG, later 2~d cent. 

196 (drainage ditch) Dr 31, CG, Ant. 
Dr 31, CG, burnt. Ant. 

Plot 4/3, Building 4/2b 

55 

56 

62 

66 

Dr 18/31, CG, early-mid 2nd cent. 

Walters 80 probably, CG, later 2nd cent. 

Dr 31, CG, Ant. 

Dr 18~1 or 31, CG, mid-later 2nd cent. 
ATILIANIO on Dr 33. Die 2b, Atilianus of 
Lezoux. Atilianus• output is mainly mid
late Ant., but he may have oc:::asionally 
made 27. He made 31R, 79 and 80, and 
occurs at Pudding Pan Rock. s AD 160-190 
Dr 37 in the style of Caratillus of 
Lezoux. His ovolo, with beads and astragalus, 
as S & S Pl. 96, no. 31 the deer muy be 
that on ibid, no. 1. The dolphin is probably 
0.2394A. c AD 140-170 
Dr 18/31, -CG, mid 2nd cent. 
Dr 18/31, CG, mid 2nd cent. 
Dr 18/31, CG, Ant. 
Dr 33, CG, 2nd cent. 
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83 

105 ( 3) 

130 

136 

64 (pit) 

I!,lot 4L7 

335 

Plot 4/8 

1 (drainage ditch, 
Building 4/5) 

7 (3) {replacement 
N-S ditch) 

6 {clayey spread) 

11 ( II II ) 

Dr 33, CG, mid 2nd cent. 
Dr 33, CG, Ant. 
Dr 33, CG, Ant. 
Dr 36, CG, 2nd cent., very 
Dr 45, CG, later 2nd cent. 
CG sherd, 2nd cent. 

Dr 31, CG, late 2nd cent. 
Dr 33, CG, Anto 
Dr 36, CG, Ant. 
CG sherd, 2nd cent. 

Dr 18/31 or 31, CG, Ant. 
Dr 33, CG, Ant. 

SG sherd, 1st cent. 
Two CG sherds, 2nd cent. 

Dr 33, CG, Ant. 
Dr 33, CG, Ant. 
CG sherd, 2nd cent. 

Two SG sherds, 1st cent. 
Two CG sherds, 2nd cent, 

worn 

CG sherd, mid-later 2nd cent. 
Dr 33, CG, Ant. 
Dr 18/31 or 31, CG, mid-later 2nd cent. 
Dr 37, CG, a fragment from below the 
decoration. Ant. 
Walters 79 probably, later 2nd cent. 

Dr 37, a fragment from below the decora
tion. Ant. 

Dr 31R, CG, later 2nd ce~t. 
Dr 45, CG, later 2nd cent. 
nr 45, CG, later 2nd cent. 

Dr 29, SG. Scroll in lower frieze; the 
arcades contain a pair of bell-shaped 
flowers on tendrils (as H Pl. 55, no. 43) 
at the base of a formal arrangement. 
SAD 50-70 

Walters 79, CG, later 2nd cent. 
Dr 33, CG, Ant. 

Dr 18, SG, Flav. 
Dr 30, SG, pre-Flav. 
Dr 36, CG, early 2nd cent. 
Dr 37, CG, early 2nd cent. 
CG sherd, 2nd cent. 

MJ6 
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From a drain trench dug at the eastern end of the site excavated in 1967 
(in the Link Way/Sandyholme Road area, around SP 69054825). 

1Jr 33, CG, two, one slightly burnt, Ant. 
Dr 16, CG, broken across a large rivet hole, late Ant. 
Fragment of a large, flat platter or stand (cf. 0 & P, Pl. 
LXVI, 4, from Silchester). These unusual vessels are common to South, 
Central and East Gaul, though relatively few are known; some are stamped. 
This particular example appears to be in EG fabric, and dates from the end of 
the 2nd century. 

Form 37. Many pieces, some adjoining, from an eroded bowl pierced for rivets. 
The simple scheme of panels is complete and gives saltires with corded bifid 
leaves (basically Rogers 1974, G390) and circles alternating with: (ia) 
medallion with 'cushion' (ibid. U2); (ib) bird (o. '.l?t':i7A); (iia) festoon with 
crane (D. 991 and 1006, 0.2202); (iib) erotic group (close to OM). This 
bowl is by an anonymous Hadria.nic - to early - Antonine potter of Lezoux 1 
and has various points of contact with, primarily, X-5 who used the ovolo 
(Roqers 197'•, 831) 1 circles, medallion with 'cushion' and festoon with crane, 
toqether with Docilis who used both the 'cushion' and ,:k1 leaf and some work 
of an anonymous mould-maker (X-9) producing f'c,r the 'iiedetus-Ranto Group'. 
Tt is pcrtnps best to assign this bowl tentatively to X-5, but with caution, 
since its relatively spaccous dosign is quite unlike tl,e majority of his work 
which he tends to clutter up with small dncoia•ive dotoils to utilize as much 
space as possible on the bowl (compare Sand !:i, P]. 67 with Pl 31, 373 in the 
style of X-9) (Fiq 17, 1). 

M37 

Form 37 pierced for at ]cast one rivet. The ovolo, ;;hc,1A~h worn, is undoubtedly 
the one with beaded tongue ( Cinnamus 3B) us<~d at Le,,.,u.x by Cinnamus ii, Cerial is 
ii, Sacer i, Anunus ii, Paullus iv and others (cf. Simpson and Rogers 1969, Fig 1). 
£• AD 1ll0-170• 

Form 37. The use of a straight line in conjunctio11 with the ovolo (Rogers 197l1, 
B22J) is common to both Pugnus and Secundus v, h1,t th,~ placin11 of partial, often 
blurred, impressions of a small dolphin ( close to D. 1057, O. 2/101) in the corners 
of panels is diaqnostic of the latter. £_ AD 1./t0--175. 

Unstr•atified illustrated samian (Fig 17) 

2. Form )7. CG in the early style of Sacer of Lczoux. The upper zone has a 
continuous festoon with birds 0.2252 and 0 .. 2298, the lower one bundles of leavfJS 
(Roqcrs L 9) in two overlappinq impressions; acanthus tips ( ibid, K23); lion 
(0. tl,Olt) and bear (0.1627). Cf S and S Pl. 82, 6 except that the pendants in 
the festoon are beaded like the Saalburg bowl (i!?.i!!, Pl. 84, 1/t) and end in 
tri-lobed buds (Roners G71). £ AD 120-1~5. 
IJnstratified from the area of features 297-299. 

5. Form JO. CG. The ovolo is Rogers D22J~ lhJetl in con.junction with a 
strainht line (here it overlaps), this ovo:to occurs in the work of Puonus or 
Secur1dus (cf Sand S Pl 151l, 16, which also qivos the Ncptuno nncl the bead-row). 
c. AD 1115-170. 
Unstratified from the area of features 282 and 287. 

7. Form 37. CG. Both the fabric and the poor li<Jht orangr~-brown slip arc slightly 
burnt. No precise parallel has been found for the ovolo replacement of poorly moulded, 
damaged and abraded cross-like ornaments with straightish upper arms and more 
strongly bowed lower ones. Ricken 1934, Taf. XIT, 6~ is similar but larger. Antonine 
or early Jrd century. Unstratified from the area of feature 297. 
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POTTERY FABRIC TYPE SERIES, TOWCESTER. 

Taken from Brown and Alexander 1982, 356. NB. some of the fabrics and forms 
do not occur in the Alchester road suburb. 

1. Medium reddish/orange buff surfaces and break (5YR 7/4 - 5YR 7/6), 

hard smooth, uniform, sandy. Decoration consists of rough 

casting, burnishing, rouletting; sometimes the external surface 

is a darker, greyish brown (SYR 4/2). Pale cream slip occasionally. 

Mostly bag shaped beakers but occasional bowls, jars and U.ds. 

2. Pinkish (2-SYR 7/2), uniform, hard, slightly uneven surface with 

sand grains plainly visibl~. Lids, beaker. 

3. Light buff surfaces (SYR 7/4), grey core and sometimes grey 

interior; soft, smooth, mica dusted. 

4. Dull orange/buff surfaces (2-SYR 6/4) and break, soft, smooth. 

Lids. 

7. Rather coarse, rough, san<ly, reddish brown surfaces (2-SYR 6/2), 

thickish grey core, mica dusted. 

8. Medium orange/buff surfaces (5YR 7/6), grey core, soft, smooth, 

fine sandy inclusions. Lids, but mainly imitation samian shapes. 

9. Soff;ish orange (7-SYR 8/3) surfaces, sandy, thickish grey core. 

Beakers. 

10, Hard orangy reddish buff fabric (5YR 7/3 - 6/8), finer than 8, 

s'Jrnetime3 reduced surfaces. Beakers. 

12a. l.ower Nene Valley colour coated ware. 

12b. A lower Hene valley fabric, reddish orange (lOR 6/1), black 

lustrous slip. Beakers. 

MJS 



Northamptonshire Archaeology 18, 1983

13. Oxfordshire colour coated ware. 

14. Other colour coated wares: (c) Cologne; (f) North Gaul fabric 1; 

(g) North Gaul fabric 2; (h) Eastern Gaulish. 

15. Black burnished ware, category 1. 

15. Light bluish grey surfaces (N 7); margins and often inside surface 

a lighter grey. Thin core can be buff. Fine, hard, smooth. 

17. Very hard, sandy, light grey body; slate grey shiny surfaces 

(SPB 5/1 - 3/1). Necked jars, bowls. 

18. Dark to medium grey surfaces (7-5 YR o/1 - 7-5 YR 6/2), sometimes 

with buffish tinge or buff margins. Burnished generally hard, 

fine glistening sandy temper. Jars, bowls with reeded rims, 

beakers. 

19. Medium grey surfaces (10 YF 5/1 - 10 YR 6/1). Hard, rough feel, 

coarse sand inclusions plainly visible. Channel rim jars 1 necked 

jar. 

20. Medium to dark grey surfaces (10 YR 4/1 - 10 YR 6/1), mostly 

uniform but sometimes with dark core. Very hard, smooth. A 

variety of jars, bowls, lids. The conunon rather featureless 

grey ware of the Nene Valley and elsewhere. 

21. Hard, dense grey sandy fabric with plentiful inclusions of 

haematite. Hand burnished on outside to give a smooth, dark 

grey (N4) finish. Mainly copies of BBl forms. 

22. Medium to dark grey surfaces (N 5-N6), sometimes with a blotchy 

steel blue tinge (5 PB.5/1), hard, rough sandy feel. Sometimes 

burnished, Upper Nene valley including Ecton. A variety of jars 

and bowls. 

M39 
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23. Exterior surface medium greyish/buff (10 YR 5/1); light buff 

core and interior (10 YR 8/2), Hard, fairly smooth but sandy. 

Reeded rim bowls, channel rim jars, necked jars, lids. 

24. Black, dark grey surfaces (2-5 YR 3/1 - 2-5 YR 4/1), lighter grey 

core, can be softish, sandy. Wide mouthed and necked jars. 

26. Very dark grey surfaces (5 YR 2/1), buff/reddish brown core, sandy. 

Necked and channel rim jars. ? Caldecotte, Bucks. 

27. Highgate Wood fabric type C, 

28. Softish bluish grey (N7) rather coarse sandy fabric sometimes with 

black slip. 

30. Coarse grey ware (7-5 YR 4/1), often with a brownish tinge or 

margin, softish, sandy with large grains frequently visible. 

33. Light buff/brown granular surfaces (7-5 YR 7/3), hard, gritty, 

sandy, roughish feel. Sometimes a grey core. Reeded rim bowls, 

jars. 

34. Brownish grey surfaces (7-5 YR 5/2), buff core, hard, sandy, 

finer than 33. Channel rimmed jars. 

35a. Medium reddish buff surfaces (5 YR. 6/4 - 5 YR 7/4), grey in 

patches, sometimes grey core. Mostly hard, lumpy with roughish 

uneven feel, sparse shell inclusions. Generally thick, scoring 

and rilling. Large storage jars, channel rim jars, wide mouthed 

bowls. 

35b. Orange/buff surfaces (5 YR 6/4 - 5 YR 7/4), generally a thick 

grey core, smooth but sometimes irregular surface owing to large 

quartz, limestone and grog inclusions. Softish, friable. 

Sometimes burnished. Large jars, necked jars. 

M'tO 



Northamptonshire Archaeology 18, 1983

36. Orange/light buff (5 YR. 7/4 - 5 YR 7/6), sometimes grey core, 

Softish rough and sandy. Flagons, reeded rim bowls, channel 

rim and necked jars, lids, cheese press, face urns, imitating 

Samian forms. Verulamium and Upper Nene areas. 

40. Reddish brown/orange surfaces (5 YR 6/4), sometimes grey core, 

very hard, smooth, sandy; cream or pinkish c~eam slip (10 YR 8/2). 

Oxfordshire white colour coated ware. 

41. Yellowish cream fabric (7-5 YR ''3/11), uniform, hard, smooth, sandy. 

Channel rim and necked jars, bowls, flagons. 

4~. Cream (7-5 YB 8/2), hard, smooth, sandy. Flagons. 

43. Parchment ware. 

44. Shell tempered ware: 

(a) Salmon ( YR '6/6), soft, frequent large white shell 

fragments, often scored. Large storage jars, necked jars. 

(b) Reddish brown (10 YR 5/4), dense, spiky shell fragml:?nts on 

surface, give a rough feel. 

(c) Hard, shell visible but surfaces smoothed dow-n, dark 

teddif,,1 brown, often rilled (2-5 YR 6/3 - 2-5 YR 6/4). 

Sur:-uC!S :an be greyish (2-5 YR 6/1). Cooking pots, plain 

bowls, flanged bowls. Of the type made at Harrold, Beds. 

45. Amphorae. Mostly a light yellowish buff (7-5 YR 8/3), rough feel, 

sandy inclusions plainly visible. Some fragments are a light 

brown/orange (5 YR 6/4) however and a few have a thick grey core" 

Most are of Dressel 20 form and come from the Guadalquivir region 

of Spain, where they were used principally for the carriage nf 

olive oil. 

Mh1 
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M-'12 

Notes on imported colour coated ware from ti.0. 1977-8 watchinq brief 

by RP ::.vmonrls 

Three small non-Joining rim sherds, proba~ly ,)f 01. vessel. Cornice rim, similar 
to that of a Dech. 7l1 'hunt-cup' (cf. Lambr1...:k 1 'i•J, Fig 18, no 12), except for 
the presence of a single branch of scroll-like .Jarbot ine (under the colour-coating) 
which appears just below the rim. These two eJ mentic· probably date the sherds to 
betweel'l 120 and 180 AD, and they are most likely to be from Central Gaul., probably 
l.:zo11x (Fiq 20, 29). 189, Building 2/J, Phase 2. 

Small rim shc;rd of a b(.:<lker 1·1hich lmlonns in the 'Rhenish' ,......1.ro tradition, but 
i,; riot n,al.ly otherwif;(, identifiable. 189 1 Buildinn 2/J, Phase 2. 

A hody-:,k·rd from a folded bealrnr, probably from Trier. Date: c. 200-275 AD. 
202 1 Plut lt/lt, Phase ha. 

A hody-~;tY,rd o:' a hf~:llwr, probably from Trier. JJnte: c. 200-27'5 AD. 208, 
induntrinl lnyer, Plot 2/3, Pha.sc 2. 

'l'wo hody-:Jherdn of two he,1_kern.. Tho onn wi U1 a rnddnr fnbr·ic i :; probably from 
Trier (cf. Lamtwick 1'JflO, Fi<J 22, no 7). Date:£• 200-27'.J AIJ. 'fho one w·i1,,h a 
whH.cr fnliri,-, i::.; v·irt.urill.y 11nidcntifiahlo, and could oithr:r Im continental, -iii 
which carj(; it miriht lie Central C.auliDh, or' it could po:cinihly be from die N1mc 
Vallny: (Jivcu Uw level of va<Jm!llcGn, :it i u not very datcahl1J 0 2H2, Alci;cstor road 
u::.dc ditch, wm:;t Gide, PhaP-C 2. 

Sherds of two bcakcrr-,. One of theme, account'ir1'l for all but one of Urn sherds, 
is probably a Central Gaulish beaker with roulct;tino and ;just ;,, trac<' o,: barhotino 
decoration (undnr the colour-coatinn). D;:.tr:: 120 - end of 2nd C. 'fh1.; other 
sher'd io probably Britir;h in orinin, but the Hourcc in not otwiotw, :..m1 thn 
::::horcl is thornforc not datoablc. 2B7-B, di tcltcn~ Ph.:we 1. 

One .chcr(I of a beaker, prohabJ.y Br:itiuh in or:1<Jin and therefore n(.)t datenble. 
2tlH, ditd1, Phacc 1. 

flim of D.r f10, Central Gaulish, probably from l/:zoux, but almost as likoly to be 
from one of ncvoral other workuhopr:, -includinn Lm, Martren <lo Veyrc, Clermont Ferrand, 
V·ichy - Tm·re Frn11chc, Toulrm cur Allier and Yumn: - St fJonnct. Date: 120 AD to 
end of :2nd C. 1B9, Building 2/J, Phrwe 2. 
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A ROMAN MIRROR FROM ST LAWRENCE ROAD, TOWCESTER, NORTHAMPTONSHIRE 

by G.C. Morgan 

Department of Archaeology 

University of Leicester 

Durinq thn cxcn.vation of the above site in 1974, a wood backed Roman mirror was 

found. Although ~roken and mineralised, it retains its original polish and 

The b:1dr:il conditions wore very \•mt with clay and much waterlogged wood. The 

r;;irror itse:1£ had a two-ply wooden bar.:kinn,oak about Jmm thick and an 

imick,nt'i ffahlc diffuse porouo wood about 1mm thick. 

97.199 leaving 2.801% as oxi(lps and 
/ ., 

trace elements. 

'Hw bardnesc war; 322 1 Vickcro', wh:ich io about twice as hard as a cast 10% 

X-ray probe cmalyr;ir; r,howc:d the prer;encc of various other clements ouch as 

,.: , '! and I-'o which arc quite common trace elements in ancient bron7,;er;. The 

r11e:t;il 1,ictr,s show clearly the hcterorJonoity problotrw of analy0i0. A small sample 

M1-'tallorwar,hic C:X:fJ.niinat-1.on chowrJ that tho mirror wur; originally cast and 

[;uch as blow hole:::;, are: still viciblo on tho poliohod fa.co. The metal iu 

nenerully homonent:t;ur;, u.l thounh ,~urf&.ce depletionr:J and local concentration.; of 

impuritfou are quit(: obvious. X-ray diffraction analysircJ of tho corror;ion 

productr; was not succc::;::;ful, tho ::;ample apparently being rather arnorphuuD. 
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Only a few very blurred lines were obtained. The l::>rrosion products/patina 

appeared to be identical on both sides of the mirror, despite one side being 

polished and the other as ca.st. The depth of corrosion does vary with the 

original porosity of the metal, the cast surface being more corroded than the 

polished surface. 

The conditions of huri-:il must have been more or less continuously waterlogged, 

in view of the preservation of large amounts of timber. Although not recorded, 

a slightly acid, anaerobic environment with a high tannin content might be 

expected. The inhibiting effect of poly-phenols (tannins) may have contributed 

to the 'amorphous' patina on the mirror. 

The true colour of the mirror is a dark grey/green. 

The following optical and electron micro-graphs show the metallurgical and 

elemental nature of the mirror section (1.8mm thick). 
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1) Polished section of the mirror, cast surface upwards. 

2) Enlargement of the above section, etched in FeCl3 soln. 

3) Further enlargement of the section, showing the fine dendritic structure 

and a light spot of a high copper phase (pink), due to redeposition through corrosion. 

Fi~. Ml Towcester. Alchester road suburbs: the mirror. 
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Electron micro-graph of the mirror section as in 1. The porous cast surface 

is not as clear as the optical micro-graph. 

5) Metal map showing the copper distribution. Note the porous cast surface 

and the non copper voids. 

6) Metal map showing the lead distribution. 

Fig. M2 Towcester, Alchester road suburbs: the mirror. 



Northamptonshire Archaeology 18, 1983

7) Enlargement of 4: with an Fe concentration graph across a feature. 

8) Metal map of 7 showing the Cu distribution. 

9) Metal map of 7 showing the As? distribution. 

Fig. M3 Towcestert Alchester road suburbs: the mirror. 
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FLINT (Fig M.li ) 

The flints found during the excavations of 1974-6 have been reported on 
by Mrs Elizabeth Healey as follows: 

The seven flints recovered during the excavation of the site were from 
residual or surface contexts. They include a fragment of a leaf-shaped 
arrowhead, a core-rejuvenation flake, a piercer, and four flakes. 

The flakes all have some areas of cortex and two are patinated; one may have 
been mechanically struck. Three are unretouched and the fourth has edge 
damage in a concave area, which may have been occasioned in use. 

The piercer (1) has a short point with light retouch and is not unlike the 
piercers from the primary levels at Windmill Hill (Smith 1965, 9J). 

The core-rejuvenation flake (2), is of Mesolithic character and has been 
struck along the face of the core at 900 to the existing platform. 

The leaf-shaped arrowhead (J) is represented by a basal fragment. It has 
been bifacially worked with flat flaking on both sides, although one is more 
regularly worked. It is probably of Neolithic date, although chance finds 
of leaf-shaped arrowheads may be Bronze Age in date (Green 1974, 106, fn J6). 

The flints then have elements of both Mesolithic and Neolithic traditions. 

Illustration 
No 

1 

2 

J 

LIST OF FLINTS FOUND IN THE 
SERIES OF EXCAVATIONS 

Descrietion Context 

Piercer Topsoil 

Core rejuvenation 97, Phase 4a 
flake 

Leaf shaped arrowhead 25, Phase 4b 

Flake Topsoil 

Flake 75, Phase 4b 

Flake 170, Phase 4b 

Flake 67, Phase 2 

Thin flake Surface find, 
area of sr<, 8 864807 

Flake Unstratified 
over Building 
4/1b 

SF Number 

1975 67J 

1975 685 

1974 264 

1975 605 

1975 595 

1976 8J4 

1975 562 

1977 watching 
brief 

1977 watching 
brief 
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Fig. M4 Towcester, Alchester road suburbs: flints. 

\f . '' 
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ADDITIONAL IRONWORK (Figs. M 5-7) 

* . 13. Knife, common type. Topsoil, Area 1. 1976 Sf 733. 
14. Knife. 96, pit, Phase 4b. 1975 SF 682. 
15. Knife. 330, Building 2/7, Phase Z or Phase 4b. 1967 IW 10. 

* 16. Top of spatulate-headed 1inch pin? 282 (1), Alchester 
road side ditch, Phase 2. 

17. Another? 330, Building 2/7, Phase 2, or Phase 4b. 1967 
IW 10. 

18. Ring headed pin, or possibly a bucket handle. 336, 
Building 2/7, Phase 2, or Phase 4b. 1967 IW 19. 

19. 

20. 

21. 

22. 

23. 

24. 

25. 

26. 

27. 

28. 

29. 

30. 

31. 

* Ring headed pin probably. Topsoil, 

Possibly a wall hook with plate for 
pit, Phase 4b. 1976 SF 799. 

Area 3. 1974 SF 23. 
* attachment. 171, 

Key? 83, Building 4/2b, Phase 4b. 1975 SF 663. 
* Key from barb spring padlock. 330, Building 2/7, Phase 2, 

or Phase 4b. 1967 IW 10. 

Loop headed pin. 61, Building 4/2a, Phase 4a. 1975 SF 671. 
As 23. 1975 Sf 705. 

1, 
Loop headed pin? 330, Building 2/7, Phase ~orPhase 4b. 
1967 IW 10. 

* Hook? 63, side ditch, Alchester road, Phase 3. 1975 
SF 548. 

Hook. Base of topsoil, Trench 25. 1967 IW 17. 
'Ir 

Chain fragment. 330, Building 2/7, Phase Z or Phase 4b. 
1967 IW 10. 

* Strip, or possibly a bucket binding. 327, side ditch, 
Al~hester road, Phase 2. 1967 IW 26. 

Probably fragment of binding, but could also be part of 
a lock hasp. As above. 

Binding fragment? 336, Building 2/7, Phase 2, or Phase 
4b. 1967 IW 19. 

* 32. Binding fragment? 282 (1), side ditch, Alchester road, 

33. 

34. 

35. 

36. 

Phase 2. 

Socket for attachment of a tool to handle? Topsoil, Area 
3. 1974 SF 11. 

Buckle. 169, Building 2/1, Phase 2, or Building 4/6c, 
Phase 4b. 1976 SF 739. 

* . Dog. 338, Building 2/7, Phase 2, or Phase 4b. 1967 IW 23. 
Pc::irt of a dog? 282 ( 1), side dit.::h, Alchester road, 
Phase 2. 

* 37. Part of a dog? 330, Building 2/7, Phase 2, or Phase 4b. 
1967 IW 10. 

* 38. Heel of hippo sandal (see Veru/amium I, Fig. 63, 29 
(Frere 1972)). 330, Building 2/7, Phase 2, or Phase 4b. 
1967 IW 12. 
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39. Part of hippo sandal. 336, Building 2/7, Phase 2, or 
Phase 4b. 1967 IW 19. 

40. Part of loop headed pin. 169, Building 2/1, Phase 2, or 
Building 4/6c, Phase 4b. 1976 SF 764. 

* 41. Might be part of a Type 1 hippo sandal. 287 (1), ditch, 
Phase 2. 

42. Nail of Type 1 (Manning 1974, 173). 330, Building 2/7, 
Phase 2, or Phase 4b. 1967 IW 10. Most of the 130 or so 
nails found in these excavations were of this type and 
size. 

43-45. Bent nails of Type 1. 44 comes from Ditch 287 (1): 

M51 

45 from Ditch 195. These belong to Phase 2 but the 
majority of the nails come from deposits which belong or 
could belong to Phase 4b, Building 4/2b (52), or from 
the area of Building 4/6c (10) and 4/4 (16) (these could 
however be 2nd century because of the mixed stratigraphy 
at those points). Several are bent like these. There is 
therefore a suggestion that the stylobate buildings of 
Phase 4b were weatherboarded, but the possibility that 
some of the 2nd century timber buildings were so 
covered should also be borne in mind. 

46-47. Nails of Type 2, lost h8ad variety. 46 comes from the 
surface of the Alchester road in T~~~ch 22, 1967 IW 14, 
and ,17 from 331, Bui:ding 2/7, Phase 2, or Phase 4b 
(1967 IW 24). 

* 48. Binding with nail through it • 294, pit, Phase 3. 
119 • What was probably a decorative iron boss, 500mm in 

diameter, with a raised centre portion 250mm in diameter 
and 9mm high. Like Shakanoak IV, Fig. 63, 481, where 
late 4th century (Brodribb et al 1973). Base of 
ploughsoil over Building 4/lb, Phase 4b. 

* denotes the incorporation of comments by Professor w I-I 
Manning. 
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Fig. MS Towcester, Alchester road suburbs: ironwork. 
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Alchester road suburbs.· ironwork. 
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Fig. M7 Towcester, Alchester road suburbs: ironwork. 
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M55 

JET AND SHALE (Fig M 8) 

1. Jet bead. 104, ditch, Phase 4a. 1r75 SF 672 

2. Similar bead. 185_ ditch, Phase 4b. For a similar bead dated to c 280-90, 

Verulamium I, Fig 57, 226 (Frere 1972). 

3. Jet bracelet. 101, ditch, Phase 2. 1974 SF 37. 

(Unill) Fragment of turned shale bowl, from near base. 185, ditch, Phase lib. 

(Unill) Fragment, shale bracelet, 196, ditch, Phase 4b. 
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fi,g. M8 Towccct:G;:, AlcheGtcr road cuburba: objects of jet. 



Northamptonshire Archaeology 18, 1983

M'i7 

LE~THER (Fig. M 9 

( aJ From the excavations of 1974-76 ( all uni 11.). The following notes uere supplied by the late J H Thornton. 

1. Part of a shoe bottom unit - either an insole or more probably one of the intermediate sections between sole and insole. ;~umerous nail holes, and thongs. 44, ditch, Phase 4b. 

2. 

4. 

Possibly a small fragment of the waist of a shoe bottom ~nit consisting of three layers of leather. 26, ditch, Phase 4b. 

A hnel stiffener from the back of a shoe and possibly part of tho shoe quarter itself. The stiffener, as usual, has the grain sido inwards and the lasting margin is moulded ii:u-r0rds. 1S, culvert, Building 4/5, Phase 4a/b 
Ve~y Cragmuntary multi-layered shoe bottom unit consisting oC ~arts or the insole, intermediate sections and stiffener. Very little, if any, of the solo remains. The intcrmedi~to s~ctions or fill~rs are smaller and show some th0nginq. Thora are also some nail holes but it is not ro~::ible to ~i~ccrn tho pattorn. 
'Thi:: ::pr:.,r-:imrm api,n;:u;:=; to follou the noniml Hornano-1:lritir·,h mot;,t~d oC rn~~in~ ~ multi-layered shoe bottom unit by cnonqinq tcqnther insole and middle sections and then r,,, 1 Li_r['q ·· o:n C.t,r~ sole at the :;;awo time enclosing the 
l,.;:.-:u_wf mi11rqin oc the uppor,. (Seo Thornton 1973). 170/1, 1-,i,l,; FltD;C;c:: "Lb. 

'ThJ:a"'.(;C: th(Ht,:-r Er:a(-!tWJntc:;. 3, y,~inl, Building IJ/S. Pha~8 4a/b. 
~hanq f~~gmont. 16 (2), ditch, Phase 4a. 

(h) Fearn thr~ L977 uat.chinct hd.c_g_ (?•'ig. Vi 1) ) 
Mlcc J s~ann, Koarar, Shoe Colloctions, Worthampton Museum, t'0[KH"t;,C: 

r~•~thcr colo and p~rt of one-piece triangular ~tiffener of 1:-iqht root, typica.1 Homan cal ig'! (army b'?ot) ~ 'rhere. , .. t)rJ0cu· t.o be: two layer~;: :-,,;ole and insole::, with :i.mpress1ong; 
o[ hob n<Ailc: round t.ha outside of the r;i;Olo, with u c@nt.re row in forQpart-waict and under heel, with an intermediate ro1: c•L L:hur: c::ida in for.G•part and under heel. Only part (Jf t.hc~ hc~ad of on,~ tki:il stJrviva[; (in the waist). 248mm long ;,: c➔:Hctm ,d'. t;,.ec,,,d. ~;tr:,rdi:.trd EomiJn army typo which could r~n00 from ~ho !Gt-1th ccnturic~. 207, ditch running from Ouildinq 1/lb, Pha~c 1b. 
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Fi[>;. M9 Towcccccr, Alche~tcr road r;uburbn: nhoc from Ditch 207, Phase 4b. 
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QUERNS (Figs M 10-1 l) 

The following table lists the quern fragments found during the excavations. All 

were of Millstone Grit ( th,):-ol! found in the 1974-76 excavations were identified by 

Dr T Ford, Department of Geology, University of Leicester; those found in 1977 by 

Mr Gordon Osborne, and Dr D T fuore, Department of Mineralogy, British Museum 

(Natttral History)). Most of the fragments seem to have been used as hardcore for 

floors or yards. 

Radius mm Max thickness DescriJ§.!!_ Context Phase SF No Illustration 

210 

2)0 

210 

210 

250 

180 

mm 

33 

17 

22 

18 

29 

29 

22 

JO 

80 

32, 28 

Top 

Bottom 

Bottom 

Top 

Bottom 

Top, small 
f .. ag 

Top, tiny 
frag 

Top, two 
frags 

Small frag 

Top 

Top 

Top, two 

joining frags 

Bottom 

Tep two frags, 

(one scored) 

No 

Pit 39 2 707 

Pit 29ft J J 

Pit 29't J 7 

Ditch 92 Im 6'15 

Yard J Lt 2li0 2 
nuilding l1/"j 

" " Lt 11:12 

" " ft 2t10 

" " '• 66 

" " lt 

" " l~ 4-15 

Yard 22 l1: 

Building !1:/r:; 

Floor JO 

Building l1: JH 
li/5 

Furnace J4 Lta h21 
Build inn 4/5 

Furnace 3L1, Li:a 8 

Building L1,/5 
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MGO 

Radius 11:m Max thickness Description Context Phase SF No Illustrati 
mm No 

Small batt- Posthole 33 4a 387 
ered fragment Building 4/5 

35 Top, scored Furnace J1 4b 322 
Building 4/5 

210 29 Top 66, Building 4b 5 
4/2b 

230 29 Top II II 6 

39,'10 Two bottom II II 6lt3 
frags 

250 17 Top 130, Building ltb 8h8 1 
i./2b 

260 26 Bottom II II 850 It 

38 Lump II II fV6 

tao 35 Top II II 8lt6 

JO Top " II 8lt9 

JJ Lump II II 84lt 

210 JO Top II II 81-J:7 

230 2ft Top Ditch 16 ltb 196 

Jlt Top, small Layer 208 2 or 
frag ltb 

1t5 Top " " 
JO Top, small Ditch 172 ltb 715 

frag 

2J() 29 Two bottom Topsoil Jlt8 
frogs 
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\_. 

M10 Towccster' Fig. 
querns. d <1uburbs: Alchcs~er roa . 

\f(i 1 
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Fiq. M11 Towce.stcr, Alchester road suburbs: qucrns and stone object. 
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SPINDLE WHORLS (Fig. Mt2) 

All in potter~ fabric 12a, Nene valley colour coated ware. 

7. Buff fabric, dark brown colour coat, 104, ditch, Phase 4a. 

8. Cream fabric, brown colour coat. 181, Building 4/6c, Plot 4/1, Phase 4b. 

9. Cream fabric, brown colour coat. 12,yard outside Building 4/5, Phase 4a/b. 
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Fia. M12 Towccster, Alchester road suburbs: dh;cs of stone and pottery, and Hpindle whorls. 
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DISCS OF STONE, TILE OR POTTERY (Fig. M 12 

Several discs of stone, tile or pottery were found, ranging 
in diameter from 40 to 105mm; they were too small and 
inaccurately cut to have been lids, and in any case none of 
them had smoke-blackened edges. They are perhaps best thought 
of as counters, or more probably for use in some such game 
as quoits (Woodfield 1981, 105). 

1. Pottery fabric 35b. 104, ditch, Phase 4a. 

2. Pottery fabric 35b. Surface, Alchester road. 

3. Eroded: pottery fabric 13. 129 (2), causeway, Area 3, 
Phase 4a. 

4. Limestone. 34, hear.th/furnace, Building 4/5, Phases 4a/b. 

5. Limestone. Topsoil, 1974 excavations. 

6. Tile: fabric relates to pottery fabric 25. 183, ditch, 
Phase 3. 
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BUILDING MATERIALS (Fig.M. 13) 

1. Cerami~ tiles 

The fabric types described in Brown and Alexander 1982 (47-8) have 

been used in the analysis of the tile fragments from these excavations. 

Table 1 provides a breakdown of the fragments by fabric, type and 

phase. This shows that the bulk of the tiles found come from Phases 

2 and 4b, when the buildings on the site were rectangular. The 

possibility must therefore be entertained that some were tiled, although 

the problem of residuality in the later levels should not be forgotten, 

as well as the strong possibility that tile fragments, possibly old ones, 

wet...: brought in from elsewhere as hardcore for yard surfaces, e.g. the 

flue ti.as from Phase 4b. 

The nscir.tancc of Mrs J. Hastings in processing the tiles is gratefully 

ndmowlcdgcd. 

Fabric 1 (shell tempered) makes a poor showing; a contrast with the 

later Roman levels on the Grammar School site. The following tile 

types were noted: 

(a) Imbrex tilca mostly 13-lSmm thick. 

(b) Tegulae ranging in thickness from 14 to 21mm but mostly 17-19mm, 

with fl~nges of external height from 33-44mm. The flange tops are 

rounded. 

Fabric 2 (rcacmbles Pottery Fabric 35b). The commonest tile fabric. 

The evidence from this site a11.iicsts but does not conclusively prove 

that it wa.G being made in the 4th century aa well as in tho late 2nd/3rd 

(a) Imbrex tile::; ranging in thickness from 11-18mm but mostly 12-lSrnm. 

IlluGtrated pieces: 

M66 
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2. Has reddish brown paint and wavy line decoration at end similar 

to that employed on tiles of Fabric 3. 38, culvert, Building 4/5, 

Phases 4a and b. 

3. Unusual oval? tally mark as well as wavy decoration, 96, pit, 

Phase 4b. 

(b; Tegulae ranging in thickness from 15-24mm but mostly 17-20mm with 

flanges of external height from 39-SOmm but usually within the range 

42-48mm. The flanges can have rounded or squared off tcps. 

(c) Flue tiles. Illustrated pieces: 

4/6 Box tiles with straight combing. Locations: 4: 38, culvert, 

8uildinc 4/5, Phaaas 4a and b; 6: 64, pit, Phaoe 4b. A few smaller 

fracrncntD with cimilar ctraight combing from Phase 4. 

9. ilor. tile ·with wavy combing. Topsoil over 208. 

10. Box tile with wavy combing: scratched lines on underside might be 

letter W,and cross the break. 1'opsoil over 184. 

(cl) Building tiles. The fragmentb from Phases 2 and 4a are 39-44mm thick; 

from 4b, thinner 29-32mm. 

(c) Other fragments. 

14. Tile fragment with smoo~hed bevelled edges and upper surfaces; 

underside roueh. 6, ditch, Phase 4b. 
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15. Fragment of flat tile with hole. llnc':rsiclc rough. 3, yard, Building 4/5. 

Phases 4a and b. 

1.7. Curved fragment, possibly from an antefix. Topsoil, 1974 excavations. 
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Fabr;c 3 (reddish sandy) Almost as plentiful in Phase 4b a~ Fabric 2, 
b".1t ·probably residual from Phase 2. 

(a) Imbrex tiles ranging in thickness from ll-18mm but mostly 12-lSnnn. 

The one complete example (1: from 99, Alchester road side ditch, Phase 2) 

is 430mm long. Thirty fragments have wavy line decoration at the end. 

(b) Tegulae 17-24mm thick, with flanges 40-46mm length. The tops of 

the flanges are generally squared off. 

(c) Flue tiles. Illustrated pieces: 

5, 8, 11. With straight combing. 5: 130, Building 4/2b, Phase 4b; 8, 11, 

topsoil over Building 4/lb. Other fragments with similar straight 

cornbin3 from Phase 4 contextG. 

7. Straight scoring with single lines. 344, Building 2/10, Phase 2. 

(d) Building tile fragments 36-42mm thick. 

Fabric 4 (hard, dense reddish brown) 

(a) Imbrcx tiles mostly 12-14mm thick. 

(b) Tegulae 18-22mm thick, with flanges, usually squared off on top, 

with an external height of 40-46m~. 

(c) Flue tiles. Illustrated pieces: 

12, 13. With straight combing. 12 from 183, ditch, Phase 3; 

13 fro::! 329, Building 2/7, Phase 2. 

(d) Building tiles, Fragments 32-44rmn thick. 

Fabric 5 (very coarse) 

Building tiles 33mm thick, fragments only. 
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2. Stone tiles 

16. Of limestone, not Stonesfield; from 203, Building 2/4, Phase 2. A 

fragment from a similar tile from 181 (Building 2/1, Phase 2, or 

Building 4/6c, Phase 4b). 

3. Tessera 

Grey limestune tessera, no mortar traces, 32 x 20 x 20nnn, topsoil over 

Building !;/lb. 
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TABLE 1 

E'ADRIC 

Fa'...,ric l 
Fabric 2 
Fr.bric .3 
f~brf.c !, 

r~bcL---c 1 

i ,bl~ l-2 i. 
;- ,d1r1-,~ J 
L ~bc-i..c 4 

F ~;J1;Lc l 
rr:1,r~iJ' '/: 
r,,.-;1, d ('. 1 
l•';-Jn~ ice 1, 

, TILES, ALCHESTER ROAIJ SUBURBS. 

PHASE l PHASE 2 PHASE 3 

1 
18 

8 20 4 
2 

8 41 t, 
.. -= ,--. 
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73 

1 ~ 10 
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17 
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26 
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THE ARCHITECTURAL MASONRY 

by C.T.P. Woodf.i.eld. 

The excavations produced four significant pieces of architectural worked 

stone. These appear to have been selected and brought to the site for 

secondary use, as there was little other evidence for quality freestone. 

One piece, the frieze, bore the imprint of a circular post on its rear 

face, the upper ~ideas it lay in building 4/2b, and the others (except 

the column drum) may well have served similarly as pads for timber supports. 

The stone of all four pieces is of a better quality limestone than 

obtainable locally, the column shaft being a dense buff uneven grained 

shelly limestone, and the other three being in a well formed oolite from 

the Lincolnr.hire Limestone series. Comparison of chips with known 

spccim~ns in the Institute of Geological Sciences suggested the shaft 

orir:r:,,,_e:cd in the Bath area, and the remainder from chc nm~th Northampton

chirn area, possibly from the Ketton district. 

Three of the stones h~ve already been described in the context of the 

finds of crchitectural masonry from Northamptonshire (Woodfield 1978); 

t:hey arc cu.m.-narfocd bclow:-

(.:1) Section of lathe turned column abaft with diotinct entasio, 

248=260mm dimn!':!te;r, 360mm broken length, with one dowel hole with 

the imprcccion of ::. dome h(.:aded dowel in thr: mortar (pl.6). 

Estimated original height of the full colurua 1,430mm (4ft.8! inz.) 

(Building 4/2b). 

M72 

(b) Moulded ncction of plinth or cornice corona, C<••''l!rirdng an abacus, 

fillet cavetto and two lower fillets. De:;,h ~40mrn, broken length 440rnm. 
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Top surface worn smooth in its original setting (Building 4/2b). 

(c) Section of large scale frieze bearing in relief a reversing 

acanthus tendril scroll (pl,8). Length of scroll 646nnn, depth 300nnn. 

Face is weathered (Building 4/2b). 

(d) Square building block of quoin stone, 325 x 360nnn x 135nnn thick, 

wi~h two adjacent faces finished, and possible slight chamfer. 

Top and bottom faces have rough radial cuts, perhaps as mortar 

key (Building 4/6c: this is the westernmost of the two stylobates 

here; pl. 7). 

By their varying scales the stones are unlikely to have come from one 

building, but as they are all of imported material, the implication 

i~J that there was more than one building of civic scale dnd classical 

appearance in Towcentcr. 'fhc frieze would be appropriate to a 

Corinthian order of the scale of sur~iving Gaulish temples, and the 

plinth block in not in scale inconsistent with this. The column shaft 

however belongs to a smaller scaled structure such as a verandah 

colonnade or a funerary monument. Capitals of small scale columns 

have been found elsewhere in Towcester, ~nd the well known terminal 

mask now in the British Museum, from Towcester or Wood Burcote nearby, 

reinforces the evidence for substantial funerary monuments. 

The reuse of the four stones in the fourth century industrial suburb 

suggests that the major monuments were by then in a state of decay 

and that the authorities charged with their care were no longer 

functionine. It may be that the buildings were obsolete in a 

nominally Chriatian world, or equally likely, there had been an effectual 

breakdown in civic identity. 

M7J 
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GLASS FROM THE 1967 EXCAVATIONS 

Phase, 2 

1. Three pale green and one colourless body fragments. 329, Building 2/7. 
1967 G3. 

2. Two blue-g~een, one pale green, two green and one colourless body fragments. 

J. 

lt. 

5. 

JJO, Iliilding 2/7 (alternatively some or all might belong to Phase 4:b). 
1967 Glt. 

Pale qreen body fragment. 333, as 2 above. 1967 G6. 

Two palo grc;en body fragment:J. Jl1;l1;, Building 2/10. 1967 G7. 

Two pale green body fragments. 311;2, pit, 1967 G10. 

Phase 11:a 

6. Spout from Juq, bluif;h green nlass. 319, ditch. 1967 G9. 

7. One colourless, one green, one dark nrccn body fragment and piece of 
indented base with footring, bluish green. 335, Building lt/11. 1967 G8. 

8. Frarimrmt of bluish (Jrccn ribbed handle. JOO, Alchestcr road side ditch. 
1967 Gt. 
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~ FROM THE 1977 EXCAVATIONS 

by Denise Allen, 

PHASE 2 

1. Rim fragment of a bottle of blue-green glass. Rim folded outward, upward 
and inward and flattened, diam.£.• 470mm.282(2), Alchester road side ditch. 

2. TndPt<'rminate fragments of blue-green glass from 195 (rearward plot boundary, 

M7S 

W of Alchester road), 287 (side ditch, Plot 2/6), 291 (industrial layer, Plot 2/J). 

J. Two i11determ i nate fragmer!ts of colourless glass from 188 ( side ditch, Plot 2/lt:). 

PHASE 3 

!1;. Body fragmr;nt of a 1,dsmatic bottle of blue-g.-.een glass. Bottles with cylindrical 
and pri::imatic bodies were extremely common during the later 1st and earlier 2nd 
centurie:1, and continu<,(i to he used at least until tho end of the 2nd century 
(Chnrlenworth 1966). 18J,ditch. 

PHASE lw 

5. Fragment of greenish glacf:;, with many pinhead bubbles: characteristic of the 
later Roman period. 200, f-lidn ditch, Plot 11/2. 

6. Body fragment of a prismatic bottle of blue-green glass. Also neck fragment, 
with elongated bubhlcs, of an unguent bottle, flask or bottle, of blu,,-groen glass. 
196, ditch, Plot 11/2. 

Unstratified over Building lt/1b 

7. Two small rim fragments of greenish-colourless glass, with many pinhead bubbles 
within the metal. Rims outflared and fire-rounded and thickened. One small rim 
fragment of a similar metal to above, outflared, broken off flat and unworkcd. 
Thcr,c three rim fragments arc probably from bowls or beakers, the commonest shape 
for the !utter during the later Jrd and ltth centuries bcin!l a truncated cone, as 
cxcmpli fi,,cl by a piece from a grave at Wint Hill, Somenmt ( Harden 1960, 51-2, 
fins 8-9). The unworkcd rim type was the most common at this time. Fire-rounded 
rims wcr(: employed during much of the rest of Roman period, and replaced unworkcd 
rims towr.ird;: the end of the l1;th century. Grcenfr,h metal with many pinhead bubbles 
ir: alno c!iaractcristic of the later Roman period; two more indctcnninatc fra!Jrnents 
fr,om this level. 

8. Two frnnments, bluc-arccn glass. 

!fnr,;tr~!i.ficd over 186 2 Phase _1 ditch 

9. Small flat pale green fragment with one fire-rounded edge extant, probably a 
pi,ccc of a double-glossy, cylinder-blown window pane. /1th century,. 
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THE REMAINDER OF THE WOOD 

by G.C. Morgan 

The wood is generally representative of open woodland. 
The variety of sizes suggests both mature trees and under
growth, although structural timbers (80+mm diam) were 
probably selected. The use of small diameter wood or twigs in 
field drains has a long history. 

The diameters given are estimated minimum diameters of 
the grouing wood. The identification of poplar is tentative 
as poplar and willow are very similar. 

indicates the location of the larger pieces. 

?HASE 1 

Eastern side Alchester road, Area 3 Hazel, pointed, shaped, 
75mm diam, 50mm long (S269) 
Land drains 

157. Twig, 40mm diam., oak (Quercus spec) 
Twig, 20mm diam., oaJ: ( S295) 

PtiASE 3 

Hazel (Cory/us avellana), 10-20mm diam. 
Peat-like material (S325) 

Ea~~J:.ern side, roduc_ed 1\lchester. road, Arca 3 
Maple (Acer campestre), circular stake, 200mm long, 
90mm dium. (S225) 

Western side, reduced Alchester road, Area 3 
Oak, circular stake, 400mm long, 100mm diam. (S226) 

Ptfi\SE 4 (<1) 

Recutting, side ditches, Alchoater road, western side 
68(1). Oak branch, 4GOmm long, 40mm diam. (S213) 

Rearward plot boundary, east of Alchester road 
16(1). Roots, unidentifiable wood (S176) 

Row of posts along E side of ditch. Oak, 
wedge shaped section, 500mm long, 100mm 
diam. (B4, t';5) 
Ma!_Jle, 240mm long, 140mm diam. ( B4, t'l8) 
Field maple, stake end, 110mm long, 80mm 
diam. ( 34, 1·,;6) (Fig. i1 Vi, 2) 
Poplar type (Populus spec), peg cut to 
chisel on~, with bilrk, 270mm long, 50mm diam. 
(.84, W3) 
Poplar typo, branch with shaped end, 2r,omm 
long, 15mm diam. (D4, W7) 
Poplar type, brolwn peg based on quartered 
brunch, 360mm long, 100mm diam. (IM, W9) 
(Fig. l1 Vi , 1) 
Oak, slow grown, split branch with bark, 
possibly oblique cuts on end, 320mm long, 
60mm diam. (BIJ, W2) 
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Oak, axe cut flakes 200mm long (B4, N4) 
Hawthorn type (Crataegus spec), fragment, 
370mm long, 165 mm wide (B4, Wl) 
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Poplc1r, branch, 75mm diam. (B4 Wl) 
Oa!<::, two pieces of plank?, 180mm diam (B4, Wl) 16(2) Oal<::, split, 50mm diam. 
Hazel, 60mm diam., split 
Hazel, 10mm diam., twig 
Hazel, 15mm diam., twig 
Poplar, 40mm diam., fragment 
Poplar, 20mm diam., twig 
Poplar, 15mm diam., twig 
i1aple, 10mm diam., cut twig (S42) 
Oal<::, wedge shaped piece, 137 x 20mm 
Hazel, 20mm diam., twig 
Hazel, 15mm diam., twig 
Hazel, 10mm diam., twig 
Hazel, 30mm diam., twig 
Oak, ?shaped, 80mm diam. 
Poplar branch, 100mm diam., with bark (S105) 

Ditch, S of Pleet Marston road 

11(]) ~f;,plo liranch BOmm diam S5'J 
11(4) Hazel, fragments, compress0d, 10, 15, 30mm di.,rn1. (S39) 

Structures ilnd other Eoatures 
Plot 4L3 (Arca 3) 129(2) (Causeway across roadside ditch) Oak plank, 150 x 120mm (S261) 

Oal-c, wedge shaped, 500mm diam., 140mm wide ( S270) 
?lot 4/8 (Area 3) 

· 17 (circular ditch, Building 4/5) Oak twig, 30mm diam. 
Hazel twig, 15mm diam. (S40) 
38 (culvert, Building 4/5) (i) Wood from which the culvert was constructed: 
(a) Stakes. Oak, 390mm long, 150mm diam (W44/2) 

Oak, 330mm long, 70mm diam., three cuts to missing point visible (W44/12) , 
Poplar type, with bark, branch shaped at 
one end, 370mm long, 50mm diam. (W44/8) 
Poplar, worked branch with cuts at both ends, 310mm long, 55mm diam (W44/4) (Fig. M 15, 3) · ... • Oak stake end, very eroded, cut to ?Oint 
all round, 50mm long, 80rrun diam. (W44/6) 
Poplar, cut branch, with barlc, 320mm long, 65mm diam. (1,i44/9) 
Oak, branch, 460mm long, 80mm diam. (W44/5) Poplar type, with bark, 50mm diam (W44/4) 
Oak, with bark, 50 mm diam (W44/11) 
Oal(, stake with cut end, 50mm diam ( W41/l O) 
(Fig. i'{ 1 13, 4) 
Hazel, stake with cut encl, 50mm diam. (W44/3) 
Ash, end of stake, 90mm diam. (W-11/7) 
Poplar, branch, 410mm long, 60mm diam. (W44/1) (b) Planks. Oak, squared plank, 950mm long, 270mm 
wide, 40mm thick (W44/15) (section, J?ig. H 1r:i, _i) 
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Oak, slow grown, two planks with cut ends, 
310 and 200mm long, 130 and 110mm wide, 
30mm thiclc (W44/l 7-18) l Fig. ;,i 1 5, 1J., 12) 

(ii) Pieces of wood lying within the culvert: 
Hazel, 25mm diam., charcoal 
Oak fragment, flat section, 120mm diam. 
Oak strip, 22 x 14 x 95mm long 
Maple, 20mm diam., twig 
Haple, quartered, 30mm diam. 
Maple, cut twig, 30mm diam. 
Maple, cut twig, 20mm diam. 
Poplar fragment, 40mm diam. 
Blackthorn (Prunus spinosa) twig, 7mm diam. 
(S148) 
Ash (Fraxinus excelsior) twig, 30mm diam. 
Ash twig, 10mm diam. 
Oalc twig, 60mm diam., partly burnt 
Hazel twig, 20mm diam. 
Hazel twig, 15mm diam. 
Hazel twig, 30mm diam. 
Poplar twig, 5mm diam. (S147) 
Oak fragment, 120mm diam. 
Oak, cut twig, 20mm diam. 
Hazel twig, 30mm diam. 
Hazel twig, 25mm diam. 
Hazel twig, 15mm diam. 
Ash fragment, 80mm diam. 
,\sh, shaped twig, 20mm diam. 
Poplar, cut twig, 100mm diam. 
Poplar twig, 40mm diam. (S138) 
Oak twig, 20mm diam. 
Oak fragment, 60mm diam. 
Blackthorn twig, 40mm diam. 
Hazel twig, 20mm diam. 
Hazel twig, 10mm diam. 
l'1aple twig, 15mm diam. 

7(4) (N-S drainage ditch) 
Hazel, stick with cut ends, 20mm long, 8mm diam. 
(S41) 
Poplar type, branch, flattened, 2f.,Omm long, 40mm 
diam. (Wll) 
Hazel, branch fragments, 35mm diam. (Wl2) 

Simple planlc foot bridge over Ditch 7 
Oak, very decay~d fragments of quartered branch, 
60mm diam. (Wl5) 

M78 

Ash, branch, no bark, 380mm long, 45mm diam. (W16) 
Oak branch, 700mm long, 200mm diam. (W31) 
Oak, split branch, 300mm long, 80mm diam. (W14) 
Oal<, split branch, 930mm long, 180mm diam. (Wi6) 
Field maple, branch, 550mm long, 60mm diam. (Wl 7) 
Oak, half brane:h, very decayed, 80mm diam. (W14) 
Oak, end of plank, roughly cut parallel to rays, 
150mm long, 30-60mm wide (W13) 

3, 18 (yard outside Building 4/5) 
Oak, split branch, 80mm diam. 
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Oak twig, 15mm diam. 
Poplar, split branch, 60mm diam. 
Poplar, split branch, 50mm diam. (S127) 
Oak, branch f:agment, 120mm diam. 
Oalc twig, t!.Gmm diam. 
Oalc twig, 20mm diam. 
Hazel twig, 15mm diam. 
Poplar fragment, partly burnt, 15mm diam. (S63) 
Oak fragment, dehydrated (S6) 
Oak, branch fragment, 120mm diam. (S33) 
Ash fragment (W26) 
Oalc, fast grown, plank, very decayed, 250mm long, 
150mm wide, 40mm thiclc (W27) 
Oak, split length, 960mm long, 120mm diam. (W25) 
(section, Fig. l'1 15, 10) 
Oak, slow grown, plank, 610mm long, 150mm wide, 
28mm thick, cut parallel to radius (W24) (section, 
Fig. X15, 5) 

M79 

Oak, quarter of branch, 550mm long, 100mm diam. (W29) 
Oak, split branch, 1.9m long, 110mm diam. (W29) 

PHASE 4(b) 

Oak branch, 60mm diam. 
Oak branch, 40mm diam. 
Poplar branch, shrunken, dried in antiquity, 100mm 
diam. 
Oa 1, peg, 90mm long, 20 x 30mm section 
Oa1 .. branch, 35mm diam. 
Oali branch, 25mm diam. 
Oak twig, fast grown, nOmm diam. 
Ash fragment, slow grown, 100mm diam. 
Ash twig, 20mm diam. 
Hazel twig, 15mm diam. 
Poplar type fragment, 100mm diam. 
Poplar twig, 20mm diam. 
Field maple fragment, 15mm diam. 
Poplar fragment, 30rMn diam. (and charcoal) 
Blackthorn fragment, 15mm diam. 
Hazel fragment, 10mm diam. (and charcoal) (S89) 

Recutting, side ditches, Alchester roa,d 
Western side. 65. Oak, plank, 200mm diam., 170mm wide (S191) 
Structures and other features 
Plot 4//4 

207 (drainage ditch running from Building 4/lb), 
Oal{ stake, 140mm diam. 

?lot 4/3 (Arca 4) 
64 (pit). Oak fragment, 20-40mm diam. 
Poolar fragments, 30mm diam. 
The whole cample appears to have dried out and been 
re-soaked in antiquity. 
129(1) (resurfacing of causeway, Area 3). Oak 
fragment, dried. 

Plot 4/8 (Building 4/5) 
1 (drainage ditch) Oak fragment (S129) 
14 (drainage ditch). Oak, split branch, 60mm diam. 
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Oak twig, 20mm diam. 
Elder (Sambucus nigra) twig, 15mm diam. (S52) 
Poplar, 10mm diam. (S77) 
Blackthorn, 10mm diam. (S57) 
Oalc branch, 110mm long ( S64) 
Small retaining st.akes: 
:,faple, 14mm long, 40mm diam. (S177) 
Hazel, 14mm long, 40mm diam. (S178) 
Ash, 14mm long, 40mm diam. (S179) 

MBo 

Hazel, stake, compressed wood, 14mm long, 20-30mm 
diam. ( S180) 
14 (2). Oak, cut branch, 120mm diam. 
Oak, split twigs, partly burnt, 40mm ~iam. 
Oak twig, 20mm diam. 
½aple twig, 40mm diam. (S49) 
i•faple twig, cut, 40mm diam. 
Ash planlc, 80mm diam. 
Ash, cut/split twig, 30mm diam. (S34) 
Ash, squared, 80mm diam. 
Oak, two split branches, 60mm diam. 
o-uc twig, 40mm diam. 
Hazel twig, 15mm diam. 
Poplin· twig, 15mm diam. ( S60) 

31 (1) (J:itc.:~t phase of furnace), Ouk fragments, 10 and 80mm 
Ham. 
Blackthorn fragment, 10mm diam. (S126) 

21 (replacem~nt N-S ditch). Oak fragment, 210mm long, 100mm 
diam. 
Oalc fragment, 210mm long, 50mm diam. 
Oak frugmcmt, 160mm long, 100mm diam. 
Oak fragment, 8mm long, 10mm diam. 
Haple fragment, 8mm long, 15mm diam. (S83) 

Simple viank bridge over uitch 21. Oalc, split branch, 80mm 
diam. (iH8) (section, Fig. i1 15, 8) 
Oak r,limlc, 125mm long, cut from wood 500mm diam. 
(Wl9) 
Oal<: fragment, 440mm long, 110mm t-Tide (W22) 
Oal: r,ilanlc, 1.14m long, 170mm wide, 50mm thicl.: (W20) 
(section, Fig. M 15, 9) 

44 (spur ditch running from circular ditch around Building 4/5) 
Oak stake, no bark, 59mm long, 55mm diam. (W2) 
Pof)lar, split, 200mm diam. ( W5) 
Oal<: post, 950mm long, 240mm diam. (W3) 
Oal<, 580mm long, split log, 100mm diam. 
Oak, 760mm long, 160 mm diam. (W7) 
0€J.l<:, fast grown, part of branch, 320mm long, 200mm 
diam. (t·!6) 
Oak, split, 1.~7m long, 190mm wide, 240mm diam. (WZ3) 
?oplar, forlwd piece, 50mm long, 150mm diam. ( W30) 
Poplur frugrncnt, 210mm long, 160mm diam. (i'J30) 
Oak, 500mm long, 200mm diam. (W28) 
Oak, shaped pile fragments, 400mm long, 220mm diam. 
(W8) 
Oak lump showing cuts, 110mm diam. (W9) 
Oak fragment, 200mm diam. (Wl) 
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UNPHASED 

Oak, two plank fragments, 105mm long, 28mm thick 
(Wl) 
Oak, tapering fragment, 25mm diam. (Wl) 

M81 

Poplar, fragment of branch, oblique cut at one end, 
470mm long, 35mm diam. (W21) 

100 (Marshy area, Trench 25) Oak branch, lm long, 
120mm diam. (S219) 
103 (Marshy area, Trench 26) Oak, split branch, 
900mm long, 120mm diam. (8229) 
Oak, squa~ed timber, 850mm long, 280mm sq. (S228) 
( section, Fig. H 15 , 7) 
Oak fragment, 370mm long, 120mm across (S230) 
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Fi 9• M1 1t Towcester, Alchester road suburbs: sketch plan to show location of wood. 
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Pig. MlS Towcester, Alchester road suburbs: wood. 
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ANIMAL BONES FROM THE 1967 EXCAVATIONS 

!?x. RT Jones, 

Ancient Monuments Laboratory, Department of the Environment 

PHASE 2 

Alchester road side ditch, western side 

327 Horse first molar left, one calcaneum right, splint bone left; sheep 
jaw left; piq sca1mla right (1967 AR 9). 

Plot cide ti0mulruy, west of Al chester road (ar Phaso lff,) 

fuildin9 2/7 

329 §hr;"'? fEmur riqht; rod dr:rH~ fmcond f)rcmolar !'i flht, red d«:>or f i n;t mol nr 
ririht 1 neF.011:I molur Fiqht (1967 Ml 2). Thin ll'Vf:l contniru•tl intn1t1ivo riont 

mr·rVi. evn l m:-itr;r{ al. 
3'.P !f.::HTP 0:iciw riqnt, two f>l'Qnalarn, one firat phalnm:, orw honm metr,tnrrml; 

r,i9 ulnn, lr,ft pnrt gf palate; nhr•ep tHiin rinht. ( 19G7 Ml n; coullJ tmlon!'I 
tu Pha::m lib). 

J'~Z, pit.().( okull, Oll: rinht and left Jewro, ox horn core, left; nomc frarimenta, 
o,c: rmliua ririht; horae mental nymJ,hyBin, with conimw, n9od about 10 yoora; 
teeth wo!'e tiw molar:=:; of two individual::; (1967, AR 10) 

M8!, 
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Towcester St. Lawrence Road: The Animal Bones. 

Sebastian Payne. 

(MS completed April 1979) 

1. Introd~ction 

In Table 1, the identifi€?d bones from the St l,awrence Road site are listed by phase • 

.SuE>t mrer half the ident.ified hones are of cattle, around a quarter aro of sheep/goat, 

aml tlw remc1imfor .;.re fill,)fif:ly pf piq and horm•. Mo~t of the phased ,.md dated bones 
370+ 

clrf? fre:.r.. Phw,e5 Piel and b, both dated betwoen .£ 330 ,1nd / AD; as the bone~ from both 

itfft!et d:ita mit! UJneluaJonG in so many ways. Di fferentfol dentruetion not on!y 
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for horse and cattle are probably too high, and those for sheep/goat, and even 

more for pig, are probably to.:> low. 

Butchery marks will be described in the individual sections for each species. 

fut one general observation is that there was no burnt bone, and not even any 

bones with burnt ends, suggesting that meat was either cooked off the bone or 

boiled, rather than being roasted. 

~~ Species and descriptions 

2.1~and~ 

Both Rheep and goat arc present; but as Table 4 shows, sheep is much commoner 

than qoat. More than 50 postcraniol bones can be identified with more or less 

confidmwr- ufi ~ihncp, while only ono 1 a distal humcrus1 , is probably goat. Two 

of the five horncorc::,, on the other hand, wero goat; a reasonable explanation 

for this apparent dii:cicrcpancy could be that most of tho sheep may have been 

M86 

hornless: no hornlces frontals were forwtl at this site, but there arc two in the slightly 

earlier Roman sample from the Pcirk St site, only a mile aw.iy (Payne in Lambrick 1980). 

Postcranial measurements (Table 5) show that the sheep were of small to medium 

.size. 

Data on ago at death, based on the mandibular dentition, are given in Tables 6 

and 7. While the mandiblo3 arc few, and rather broken, the total sample of 

mandibular tooth, including l<:osc teeth, is reasonably large (Table 7). Analysis 

of such frc.(1.r:cntory material prcm:mts difficulties, but it is cloar enough that 

th(J PhaHo lta-b sheep wore killed fairly young, io mostly in the second to fourth 

yoars.. Tl,us Utf.! ratio of third milk molars (m.3) to fourth premolars (PL,,.), excluding 

unworn/unoruptcd preffl'Jlars, suggests£. 50% kill-off before the end of the second 

year, and the abundance of second molars in early wear (ie beforn the infundibula 

1 From phase 4n; unusual in having a well-developed supratrochlear foramen, 

but otherwise clearly cf. Capra. 



Northamptonshire Archaeology 18, 1983

.. 
MB7 

- 3 -

are isolated) as compared with the relative scarcity of first molars in early 

wear (I was unable to distinguish the loose first and second molars reliably) 

suggests that most of these younger animals were killed in the second year. The 

high proportion of third molars in early wear (Table 7.3) suggests that most of 

the remaining animals were killed during the third and fourth years; a conclusion 

supported by the absence of molars with erased infundibula (with the single 

exception of the third molar of the probably intrusive animal in phase 4b: see 

notes on Table 5): tho antorior infundibulum in the first molar is often erased 

in the fifth year. A kill-off pattern of this kind, peaking in the second to 

fourth years, indicates that meat production played an important role in the 

nhn•r hr.1,:bandry; and the rclativcly small number of first year animals SU!J!Jests 

thc1t the pravinion of wintor feed did not present tco gre,t a problem, and that 

lamb mC;a,t did not command fiO great a premium as it does today. 

The presence of some older mandiblcH and molars with erased infundibula 

in the samples from surface and other contexts may indicate a different pattern; 

but alternatively m.::i.y ~;imply indicate that these samples aro much more hcitcrogcncous, 

includino some bones from older animals that died on the site after it was 

c.bandoncd, lay ciround on the surface, and were incorporated into the upper levels. 

A few of the sheep/goat bones have butchery marks; these include fairly light 

cut-marks in typical places for disarticulation (cg across an astragalus, and 

across the proximal end of a metacarpus), and heavy chop-marks (co diagonally 

ncrorJG a i~cnpula n<:ar Uw nlcnoid, and through long-bone shafts). 

The relative frequencica of the different parts o.f the skeleton (Tables 2,J) , 

Geem uimply to rofloct prcm.:rvation bjas (cg low counts for maxi llac, proximal 

humeri and tibiae, and distal fcmora) and recovery bias (c9 low counts for 

premolars, incisors, carpals, tarsalB and phala.nacB); cxplanatiom1 involvino 

off-site disposal of the most valuable joints of meat have been invoked for 
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similar results at other sites (eg Chaplin 1969), but seem unnecessary in this 

case. 

Two mandibles of older animals, one from Phase 4a and one from Phase 4b, show 

minor pathology, with uneven wear, periodontal porosity of the al. veolar bone, 

and loosening o.f the teeth in their sockets; and the old and probably intrusive 

animal in Phase 4b has shed Mt and M2 some time before death, and their alveoli 

Cattle l'JQneci were abundant; their size, as shown by the postcranial measurements 

lfotod in Table 8, waa rather variable, and measurements may fall into two groups. 

Thtw nine distal metacarpi arc between l18.7 and 55.0, while the remaining four arc 

botwoon G!t.7 und 75.9 (8d); similarly nine distal tibiae fall between 53.7 and 

62.3, with tho fast two at GS.5 and 69.3 (Bd). One obvious possibility is that 

the smaller animals were cows, and the larger ones bulls or bullocks, but samples 

arc too small to make further analysis useful. Several horncores were found, 

Home relatively ,:.;mall and slcmder, probably from cows, and :,omc rather larger 

and stout.ct-, r>rcniumably from bulls or bullockr1. 

Data on a1c nt death, based on the mandibular dentition, arc given in Tables 9 

and 10; as in nheep/goat, the mandibles arc rather fragmentary. As with the 

ohccp, moot of the cattlci mandibles and teeth in the Phase lia-h sample are of 

fairly your1n animah,, probably up to .£ 5 y<mrs: thus while many of the first molars 

haitf; joined bovine pillaru, in only half of the second molars is the bovine pillar 

even :hi WNtr, and nearly all th<: third molarf:l have unworn bovine p:i llars. Again 

aEJ with tho 8hcep, meat production :is obviously important, the emphasis being on 

killing subadults or young adults, ic for a good return of meat for feed rather 

than for veal. Once again there are more older animals in the sample from Gurfacc 

and other contexts. 
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Butchery marks are frequent, and mainly rather heavy, produced by a cleaver 

or by a heavy knife used with a chopping action. Some of the marks are for 

disarticulation (eg across astragali and calcanea, across distal metapodia, 

and across the anterior face of the distal condyle of the humerus), others were 

presumably made during defleshing (eg along scapulae, often slicing off parts 

of the edge of the glenoid). The relative frequencies of the different parts 

of the skeleton (Tables 2, J.} again show considerable variation, but again 

nothing that cannot readily be explained either by differential preservation 

or by recovery bias: the overall pattern is similar to that for the sheep/goat 

banes, reflcctinr, the close similarity of their skeletons, but higher counts for 

some Rmallcr bones Ruch an incisor5 and phalanges arc to be expected in view 

of thuir larger nizc. The virtual absence of scsamoids is to be noted in this 

context: it is difficult to explain except by recovery bias, as the proximal 

scsilll!Oids articulate closely with di~tal mQtapodia and with proximal first 

phalanges, both of which arc abundant. The very high count recorded for pelvcs 

is caused by the way in which they have broken, giving large numbers of acetubular 

fragments, each with only a quarter or a third of the circumference; the inflated 

count this aives should be discounted. 

Three phnlnnncs have exostoses; and a franmnntnry proximal metatarsus from a 

surface context has ankyloscd with the lower tarsals. One third molar from 

Phase 4a has a reduced third cusp. 

2 • .3 Sus 

Pio bones are rather less abundant; the few postcranial measurements arc 

r,iven in Table 11, and dental measurements arc listed in Table 12. Thw;a uhow 

considerable variation even after allowance has been made for reduction in ~ooth 

lenath in older animals as a result of wear; the three largest teeth may be from 

wild boars, but reliable data £or British wild boars are rather scanty. 
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Virtually all the mandibles and teeth are from juveniles or subadults (Tables 

1J and 14); kill-off peaks between the first molar coming into wear and the third 

molar coming into wear, ie between c 6 months and 2 years using modern figures 

for dental eruption, or between c 1 year and J years using eighteenth-century 

data (Silver 1969); either way this covers the best time yet for meat yield. 

&tchery marks include heavy chop-marks and lighter cut marks as in the cattle. 

Finures for the relative frequencies of the different parts of the skeleton stand 

as a marked contrast to those for the sheep/goats and the cattle: mandibles and 

maxillae are far commoner than any postcranial bone. This has been observed at 

other r,itr..r: ,vi wC!ll, ond l.s probably to be accounted for by the .softness of 

sub-adult pin bone and tho case with which it can be destroyed, rather than by 

nny particular oddity of butchery or carcass disposal. 

No patholortical or abnormal pig bones were found. 

2.,.~ 
The large number of cquid teeth showed typical horse r.1orphology: in the c1ppcr 

ctwektecth protoconcs tend to be long and asymmetric, and premolar::: show a strong 

'pli cahallin'; in tho lower choektceth the valley between the metaconid and tho 

metnst.ylid is broadly II-shaped. Nothing was encountered to sugocst the presence 

of either donkey or mule. 

Tho few complPtc lon!J-boncs (postcronial mcasuromonts aro given in Table 1,5) 

r~urmcr::ts fairly light animals, of around 13 to 1ft hands. Tho fact that the 

lon!]-bones arc often more complete than those of tho cattle, coupled with tho 

!JOnoral absence of butchery marks (the only exception being three transverse cuts 

near the distal end of a metapodial, which could have been caused during skinnino), 

suggests that the horses may not normally have been eaten. 
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Two second premolars show what may be wear from poorly-fitted bits1: ·one. 

an upper tooth from Phase ~b, has a medio-lateral groove across the anterior 

part of the occlusal surface; the other, a lower tooth from a surface context, 

has the antc,·ior corner of the tooth bevelled off diagonally. 

Dog bones ·,,'.:'1-e rather scarce; the small numbar of measurements ( Table 16) 

indicato dogs of medium to large siz~. None of the dog bones show any butchery 

marks. Two of the sheep/goat bones had been chewed, presumably by dogs; but 

this is rather a low proportion compared with most sites. 

, 

I\ distal humerus (Rd 13.6) wa[l found in Phase l1b, nnd a rather small synarthroscd 

proximal radius (Bp 7.8) and ulna also in Phase l1b. 

2.7 Capreolu~ 

A mandible and a metacarpus (GL 1119.9, SD 12.J, Bd 20.8) were found in Phase 11:a, 

and a distal tibia in a surface context. 

2.8 Cervus 

A rather battered third phalanx from Phase l1b is provisionally identified as 

.red deer; there were also a couplu of pieces of antler. 

J. Discussion, and comparison with Park St site 

~st of tho bone in tho PhaHe lm-h swnpl<! from the St Lawrence Road si.tc seems 

to be normnl r.lomcBt.ic ruhbit.h, :including both the moro edible and the lcHs edible 

parts of the animala consumed, which were mainly shce,P, cattle and pi.gs. While 

the fioures o:lven in Table 1 would indicate that cattle were about twice as 

frequent as sheep~ and four times as common as pigs, the very clear indications 

of bins sunnest that these figures may be misleading. Any attempt at a correction 
I 

can only be :., guess: tentatively it may be suggested that sheep wern at least as 

abundant as cattle, and may well have been rather more frequent (eg note counts 

1. I am indebted to Dr Juliet Jeweu for this surmestion. 
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for molars in Table J), and ~ips, on the basis of the counts for mandibles and 

maxillae, may have been as f.-~quent as cattle. 

All three species show essentially similar age distribution data: nearly all 

animals were killed as later juveniles or young adults, suggesting that the 

inhabitants may have been buying-in animals from surrounding villages or farms 

rather than raising them for their own consumption. 

The scarcity of wild animal bones suggests that hunting was either uncommon, or 

singularly unproductive. The dog and horse bones show no butchery mark or other 

indication that they were eaten, and may be from animals that died naturally. 

Only nhout a mile nway, tho Parlt St Rite, excavated by Geornc Lamhrick of the 

Oxford /\rc:haeolooic.11 Unit (Lambrick, 1980), produced samples of bones from 

first/second century and• Medieval and later contexts (ibid,). As Table 17 

indicates, sheep were.apparently rather commoner in the earlier Roman levels 

M92 

at Park St, and cattle commoner in the later samples. While the actual figures 

have to be treated with caution, as they arc affected by recovery bias, the 

indication of relative chruinc nway from sheep to more cattle is probably reliable, 

and may perhaps be related to more intensive land use, with a shift from sheep 

grazinn to more arable cultivation, with the consequent need for more plough 

animals: in each case what wn arc seeing in these samples are the surplus 

animals, fattened for meat and sold to the local town. 

nut while both .sites Hccm, at le.mt in the Roman period, to be 'urban' in this 

scm:m, the St Lawrence noad Gamples are normal mixf:d domestic rubbish, while the 

early Roman sample from the Park St site seems to be mainly buthcr's shop debris, 

with rather low counts for most of the bones from the more moaty parts of the 

carcass, and very high counts for mandibles, metapodia and scapulae with dcflcshing 

marks. This suggests that the Park St site had a buther's shop, whilo the 

St Lawrence Road site may not have hod a specialist butcher. 
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Some differences can also be seen in the animals. The later Roman sheep are 

clearly larger than the earlier Roman sheep, presumably reflecting stock 

improvement over the Roman period (Table 18). By contrast, the later Roman 

pigs may be a little smaller {Table 19); data for cattle are inconclusive, 

partly because samples are small at Park St,and Vlrtly because the cattle n-t 

hnth sites are rather variable. Some genetic cl,ange could be suggested by the 

fact that third molnrs with reduced posterior cusps are frequent in the early 

Roman sample (5 out of 24), but scarce in the St Lawrence Road sample (1 out of 

J6) and in the Medieval sample - but Ramplcs are small, and tLis is quite likely •, 

to hf: .m oddity in n ,dngle fnmily of cattle. VPry small dons were found in the 

early Romrm f;nmplc, but not at St [H-.wrm1cc Hoad; and no rioats wore found at 

P.n·k St;. Wild nnimah:; were scarce at both sites. 

Finally Um e,1rlicr nnd later Hamplcs from thn St Lawronco Road site scorn to !Jc 

rather more hetcroncmoous; tlm Pha~c 2 srunr,le hns moro horse bones than usual, 

and the surface sample seems to be a mixture of more Phase lia-b material and 

the rcmnins of animaln that died naturally on the abandoned site. 

M9J 
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PHASE Ovis/Capra Bos Sus Equus Canis Lepus Capreolus 
and and and and and and and 
cf Ovis/Capra cf Bos cf Sus cf Equus cf Canis cf Lepus cf Capreolus cf Cervus 

l 3 8 l 6 

2 6 13 2 21 

3 13 37 3 7 

4a 199 (26%) 401 (53%) 113(15%) 36 (5%) 8 (1%) 2 

4b 105+(10) (25%) 250 (55%) 47 (10%) 37 (8%) 5 (1%) 2 l+ 

Surfac.s & 60 132 18 27 1 1 unphased + 

TOTAL 396 841 184 134 14 2 3 1 

TABLE 1 - Towcester St Lawrence Road, counts of identified bones, by phase. 
The following are counted: single teeth (when at least half the tooth is present - fragments are ignored); 
jaws and jaw fragments which contain one or more teeth (of which at least half is present, as above); 
and all appendicular bones which have preserved at least parL of an articular or fusion surface (acetabulum 
only for the pelvir., glenoid only for the scapula). All other bones, including ribs, vertebrae, horncores, 
skull fragmenta, edentate jaws and long-bone shaft fragments without fusion or articular surface are excluded; 
the presence of a Gpecicw is indicated by a + in the absence of a countable specimen, The bracketed Ovis/Capra 
specimenn in phane t,b may be intr1wive; see footnote to Table 5. 

Phase 1 late Flov - C 170 
2 C 170 - c 210 
3 C 270 - c 330 
4a c. 330 - c 355 
!~b 

,::..._-1 

355 c 370+ C -

TOTAL 

18 

42 

60 

759 

457 

239 

1575 
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M9',7 

TABLE 4: Towcester St Lawrence Road, ratio of Ovis to Capra 

Identification Postcranial Horncores 

Phases 4a-b Other Phases 4a-b Other 

Ovis 9 3 2 --· 
probably Oy'i_s 10 2 1 

? (; 1is 1,9 10 --

? C.;iI>_r~ 

Probably Capra 1 

Capra 1 1 
. ~,,. . 
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M98 

Scapula humerus Radius Radius Metacarpus Metaca:pus Metacarpus Tibia Astragalus Calcaneum Metatarsus Metatarsus Metatarsus 
'HASE GLP BT Bp Bd GL SD Bd Bd GLl GL GL SD Bd 

24.2x 

l1n 28.8+?0 25.4+?0 33. 9 ?O t31. 7 ---- 14.2 ---- 24.BOvis 24.2?0 25.5?0 57.SprO 130/5+ ---- 11.9 ----- 23.6+xOvis 
30 ,l!J.]_ 26 .4+'/(J (24.4) 25,9pr0 (58.B)Ovis 

26.6pr0 24.BprO 26. l·•DlliS 
26.9-:;:- 26.4x 28 .O+?_o_· -

27 .hprO 26.4?0 
27.5+ 26.770 
27.8+?0 26.B+x?O 

26.9 
(30.2)x 

lib 112 .0*0vis 26.0+ 28.6?0 27.5+ 126.7 c:zc:r~- 13.1 ---a:::,r 24.20vis 23.2 24.7+,l?rO 51.SprO 
t1Z.0·1<ovE 26.2?0 211 .O?O 27.3?0 57.ll 

26. Z.►?U 24.9 57.1+ 
26. 3+?0 27.0 
27.9?0- 28.0 

TAELE 5 - Towcester St Lawrence Road, Ovis/Capra, pontcranial meaourcments 

Definitions fvllow von den Driesch 1976; note that radius Bp has been taken at right angles to the sagittal ridge and groove, and 

that tibia Bd has been taken with the graduated beam of the callipers in contact antero-medially and antero-laterally: in each case 

n strict maximum would be taken diagonally, which seems less useful. Damaged specimens are only measured if the resulting measurement 

ir, thought to be within ±27. of the true value: {) ~ within ±27.; +~chipped/eroded, up to 2% to be added; - ~ concreted or with open 

,-plit. up to 2% to be deducted. Unfused specimens not measured; x m cpiphysis still fusing (i e fusion line still open at some point); 

i 2 another epiphyr.is on same bone known to be unfused ( e g qualifying Bd humerus when bone has unfused proximal end). Surface and 

11nphnr,Nl eontext.r. not included. 

* A pnir of unusually large scapulae from a phase 4b context were part of a group of bones which were noticeably paler and lighter than 

most of the bone from the site. The group also included a radir'lle, two first phalanges, a second phalanx, a mandible, a maxilla, and 
two loose mnxillary teeth; the mandible was from a very old animal, unlike any other tooth or mandible from Pha~es 4a-b. It seems likely 

that thir. ~roup may bP intrusive; it has been included in the Phase 4b counts, but attention is drawn to is when necessary. I 
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Table 6: Towcester St Lawrence Road, Ovis/Capra mandibles, eruption/wear data. 

Mandibles without a countable m3 or P1t are excluded (after Payne 1973) to 

prenmt double-counting of the same mandible (but see also Table? below, in 

which all teeth are included}; a tooth is classed as being 'in wear' once 

dc>ntinn h:is br,rm exposed. Sum1ested ages follow Payne 1973. 

Strtl'JP Suqqr;stod ilflf! nriPf dPsr.ription Phr..ses l1a-b 

I\ 0-2 mthr;. m,3 unworn 

B 2-6 mths. m3 in wear; Mt unworn 

C 6-12 mths. Mt in wear, M2 unworn cf 1 

n rn-:M. mth:;. M,, 
le, 

in w,:ar, MJ unworn 1•1• cf J 

E 2-..3 yn:;. M3 in wear, post. cusp unworn 1 

F J-'• yrs. M3 post. cusp in wear, 

in fumli bula not yet isolated cf 1 

(i lt-6 yrs. M.3 in fundi bula isolated; 
M2 infundihula not yet 
startinn to be erased h cf 1 

If 6-R yrs. l+,! infundjbula startinn to 
bu <-rn:,ml . 

I H-10 yt·s. M3 in f"ilndi bula startin!'l to 
tx? c-,rw,c.d . 

Other 

. 
cf 1 

• 

cf 2 

1 

cf 1 

. 

1 
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Table 7: Towcester St Lawrence Road, Ovis/Capra, mandibular tooth-wear data, 

including loose teeth; letter references to stages as in Grant 1975, Fig 221. 

1. m3/P4 Phases 4a-b Other 

Stage in md. loose in md. loose 

m3 unworn (a or earlier) 

early wear (b-f) 4 1 
infundibula i' .. ~lated (g-h) 1+?2 1 1 1 

ant. inf. era~ed ( .i and lateri 

Pit uneruptc,d/1mworn (a or earlier) 2 1 

early wear ( (b)-f) 2 1 1 1 
infundibula isolated (g) 2 1 1 

post. inf .. erased (h-.i) 1 1 

both inf. erased (1) 1 -
2. Mt /M2 Phases lta-b Other 

Stage Mt M2 Mt/2 Mt M2 
in md .. in md, loose in md. in md. 

unworn (a or earl for) 

first cusp in wear (b) 2 
socond cusp in wear (c-f) 1 8 27 1 

indundibula isolated (g-j) 10 2 25 1 1 

ant. inf. erased (k-1) 1 2 
both inf. erased (m and later) 2 

J. MJ Phases lia-b Other 
Stage in md. loose in md. loose 

unworn (a or earlier) 1 2 1 
first cusp in wear (b) } 1 1 

1 
second cusp in wear (c-d) :11 third cusp in wear (e-f) 1 J 
infundibula isolated ('g-j) 1 J }1 1 J 
ant. inf. erased (k-1) 1* 

post. inf. erased (m) 

•probably intrusive: see footnote to Table 5. 

/111()(), 

Mt/2 
loose 

12 

8 
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PHASE Scapula Humerus Radius Radius Metacarpus Metacarpus Metacarpus Tibia Astragalus Calcaneum Metatarsus Metatarsus Metat,ir:-, GLP BT Bp Bd GL SD Bd Bd GLl GL CL SD lid 

3 (76.0) 58.4+ 195.5+ 22.2------ -
57. 8 

4a 63.4+ 67.6+ 69.2+ 63.9 
187. 3 27. ,, 48.7+ 55.8 54.5+?juv. 128.l+x 203.3+----- 24. 3------- 48.0+ 67.7+ 72,8 82.4 50.9 56,5 56.9 192.1+ 21.1 45.2 175.4+ --- 29.3 (51.0) 57.4+ 89.7 190.l 29.2 51.1 59.l 59,0 199.6+ ---- 22,6 (49.3) 
179.7 26.6 51.4 59.5 59.2+?juv. 218. 7+ ---- 27.0 

52,9 or?Mt. 60.0+ 59.5 230.4 ----- 25.7 49,5 
188.7 29.6 53.3 68.5 60.2 
192.9+ --- 37.3 67.5 69.3 60.5 

61.1 
64.5 
67.1 

l1l:i 6).6 61 .t,-i- l65,9+ :n.o 57.4 61.6 126.9 (50,2) 
59.0 ► 55.0-i- 62.3 63. 5 128.9 (61.7) 

191,9 36.0 64.7 63.5 
190. l + 36.5 65.2+ 64.5 
172 ·'· 28.6 (50.5) 64.8+ 
198.7'-i- 38.9 75.9+ 73,2+ 

Ti\BLE 8 - Towcester St Lawrence Road, Bon, por;tcrnnial measurements 
For conventions, definitions, t:tC sec Table 5. 
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TABLE 9 - Towcester St Lawrence Road. 

Bos mandibles, eruption/wear data 

Mandibles without a countable m3 or P4 are excluded (after Payne 1973) 

to prevent double-counting of the same mandible (but see also Table 10 

below, in whi~h all teeth are included); a tooth is classed as being 

'in wear' once dentine has been exposed. Letter references to stages 

follow Grant 1975, Fig 220. 

Stage Phases 4a-b Other 

Ml unworn 

Ml in wear, M2 unworn 1 

M2 in wear, M3 unworn 1 

M3 in wear, post. cusp unworn (b-d) 3+?1 1 

M3 post. cusp in wear (e-f) 2 

M3 infundibula isolated (g-h) 3 2 

M3 bovine pilfor in wear (j) 1 

~fJ bovine pillar joined (k-m) 2 

M102 
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TABLE 10 - Towcester St Lawrence Road. 

Bos, mandibular tooth-wear data, including loose teeth, letter 

references to stages as in Grant 1975, Fig 220. 

1. M3/P4 Phases 4a-b _, 
Stage in rod. loose in md 

M3 unworn (a or earlier) 

early wear (b-c, e) 
~l infundibula isolated (d, f-k) 4 3 

~nt. inf. erased (1-m) 1 1 

P4 unerupted/unworn (a or 
earlier 3 

early wear (b-f) 4 1 2 

infundibulum isolated (g-h) l 2 3 

2. Ml/M2 Phases 4a-b 

M1 Mz Ml/2 Ml 
Stage in md. in md. loose in md. 

--
unworn (a or 12arlicr) l 1 

first cusp in wear (b) l 

second cusp in wear (c-f) 3 5 4 

infundibula isolated (g-h) 2 2 l 

bovine pillar in wear (j) l 5 2 1 

bovfne pillar joined (k-n) 6 1 9 8 

ant. inf. erased (o and later) 

3. M3 Phases 4a-b 

M10J 

Other 

loose 

1 

Other 

M2 Ml/2 
in md. loose 

2 

3 

2 l+?l 

6 4 

Other 

Stage in md. loose in md. loose 

unworn (a or earlier) 1 1+?1 1 

first cusp in wear (b) 1 1 

second cusp in wear (c-d) 3 i1 third cusp in wear (e-f) 4 
infundibula isolated (g-h) 5 3 ) 3 1 ) 

bovine pi11ar in wear (j) l h 2 h 
bovine pillar joined (k-m) 1 ~ 3 ~ 
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TABLE 11 - Towcester St Lawrence Road 
Sus, postcranial measurements 

For conventions, definitions, etc see Table 5 

Humerus Radius Tibia 
PHASE BT Bp Bd 

4a 27.6 
28.9x 

4b (27.5) 26.6+ 
27.Z+ 

TABLE 12 - Towcester St Lawrence Road 
Sus, dental measurements -

Astragalus 
GLl 

38.7+ 
39.9+ 

For c~nv~ntions etc ace Table 5; as tooth length is reduced by wear, 
teeth at or beyond Grant's wear stage g (Grant 1975, Fig 222) are 
indicated by the letter w. 

PHASE m3L ?\L M2L M3L M1L M2L 

1 23.6(1) 

3 16.9w 

4a 
16.2w 13.7w 19.1 (34.1) 14.9w 20.5 
19.0 15.3w 19.1 15.7w 7-0.8 
19.1 15.Sw 19.4 16,0w 21.7 
19.5 16.1 19.6 19.9 

16 • .5 20.8 17.1 
18.8( !) 

4b 18.6 (3.3 .5) 15.Sw 21.2+ 
20.7+ 17.1 

I 23.2(!) 
.. 

M10'1 

M3L 

(30.0) 
(32.5) 
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TABLE 13 - Towcester St Lawrence Road 

Sus mandibles, eruption/wear data. 

Mandibles without a countable m3 or P4 are excluded (after Payne 1973) 

to prevent double-counting of the same mandible (but see also Table 14 below, 

in which all teeth are included); a tooth is classed as being 'in wzar' 

once dentine has been exposed. Letter references to wear stages follow 

Grant 1975, Fig 222. 

Stage Phases 4a-b 

m3 not yet in wear 1 

m3 in wear, Mt unworn n 
M1 in wear, Mz unworn 2+?1 

Mz in wear, M3 unworn l+ll ) 

M3 in wear (b-c) p2 
M3 post. part in wear (d) 

TABLE 14 - Towccwtcr St Lawrence Road, 

Sue, mandibular tooth-wear data, includins loose teeth; 

letter references to r;tagcs :is in Grant 1975, Fig 222 

1. K1/M2 Phaseo 4a-b 

Stage Ml M2 Ml/2 
in md. fo md. loogc 

Unworn 1 2 
enamel wear only (a) 
dentine exposed (b-d) 3 7 >1 l 
ant. dentine confluent (e-f) l ) 
post. dentine confluent (g) 2 l 
ant. dent. conf. with poct.(j) l l 
-· 

~-,..""'----==~ 

Phases 4a-b 
a 

Other 

1 

l+?l 

Other 

M1 Mz 
in md. in md. 

l l 
1 

Other 

--
Ml/2 
loose 

in mt!. loose in md. loose 
------·-

ar only (a) 
·xposed (b-c) 
xp.post.part (d) 

unworn 
enamel we 
dentine e 
dentine e 
ant.denti ·ne confluent(e onward) 

4 1 
5 
2 
1 
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PHASE 

2 

) 

4a 

Scapula 
GLP 

Radius 
11 

Radius 
Bp 

Radius 
Bd 

Metacarpus 
GL 

Metacarpus 
SD 

Metacarpus 
Bd 

205.9 ---- 27.4 ----- 45.8+ 

83.2+ 43.7 

85.7+ (308.0)-78.6+---(72.l) 

84.4+ 

TABLE 15 - Towcc0ter St Lawrence Road, Equus, postcranial measurem~nts 

For co1weotions, definitions etc f.CC Table 5 

Tibia 
11 

Tibia 
Bd 

75.8+ 

321.4--72.5 

70.5 

Astragalus 
BFd 

48.8+ 

Metatarsus 
GL 

Metatarsus 
Su 

Metatarsub 
Bd 

284.0 ---- 29.3 ----- 50.0 
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TABLE 16 - Towcester St Lawrence Road, 

Canis, measurements. 

For definitions, conventions, etc, see Table 5 

Phase 

4a 

4b 

p4 

L ext. 

19.2----14.6----13.6 
19.0 

M 1 
L 

21.8 
22.4+ 

Pelvis 
LAR 

(25,3) 

(21.3) 

107 
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10B 

Table 17: Relative abundance of the main species, different phases from 

Towcester St Lawrence Road and Park St compared. See text comments about sample bias. 

Ovis/Cap~~ Bos Sus ~ Canis 
and and and and and 
cf. Ovis/Capra cf. Bos cf. Sus cf. Equus cf. Canis 

Park st. Phase lt (C1-C2) 102 h-J% 97 41% 25 11% 6 3% 6 3% 

Parl~ St. Phase 5 (C2) 65 l10% 52 J~IJ_/, 27 17% 1 1% 15 9% 

st. Lawrence Road 190 27% 362 52% 108 15% 3- 4% 7 1% 
Phase lta (J '.H>-J 35 AD) 

St. Lawrence Road, 91* ~ 181 55% 32 10% 22 7% 4 1% 
Pha.cie llb ( J J'3 - ) 

Park St. Phn.!JQ <) (Ct3-1'tl ~2 28% 100 53% 23 12% 5 3% 8 It% 

'" includos r,roup of 10 ?intrusive specimens, sec footnote to Table ; 
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pr.Capra) 

'tWild) 

TABLE 18 - Ovis/Capra measurement~, (probably nearly all Ovis), Towcester 

St Lawrence Road (Phases 4a-b) and Park St (Phases 4-5, Cl-C2 AD) compared. 

See Table 5 for conventions, etc. 

Humerus BT Radius BP Metacarpus GL Metacarpus Bd Tibia Bd 
. 

SLRd PkSt SLRd PkSt SLRd PkSt SLRd PkSt SLRd PkSt 

23.5x 
23.6 
23,7 

22. 7j 106.6 23,7 
24.7 110,6 20,4 24.2 

25.4+ 23,8j 114.2 21.0 (24.4) 
26.0 25,6+j 115.0 21.7 24.7 

26.2 26,4j 115.lx 21.9x 24.8 
26.2+ 28,1 116,5 22.1 24.9 
26.4+ 28.6 121.9 22,8 25.Sx 
26.6 29.3 122.8+ 23.5 26.2+ 
26.9+ (30.3)j 126.7 24.2 26,4x 
27.2+ 3J .9 126.9 24.6 26,4 
27.5 131.7 24.8 26,7 
27.8+ 132.1+ 26,8+x 
27.9 26,9 

27.0 
28,0 

(30,2)x 
I 

TABLE 19 - Sus tooth measurements, Towcester St Lawrence Road (Phases 4a-b) 

and Park St (Phases 4-5, Cl-C2 AD) compared. Wom teeth (ie at or beyond 

Grant's stage g (Grant 1975, Fig 222)) have been excluded, 

M1L M2L M3L M1L M2L 

SLRd PkSt SLRd PkSt SLRd PkSt SLRd PkSt SLRd PkSt 

18.6 
19.1 
19.1 
19.4 

16.1 
16.2 19.6 19.6 

16.5 20.5 (32.5) 16.9 20.5 
17.0 (34.1) 17.1 20.8 
17.1 20.7+ (35.0) 17.1 21.2+ 
17.1 20.8 (35.5) 17.8 21.3 
17.5 21.0 18.1 21.7 

18.8 21.2 
21.6 
21.7 
21.7 

(?Wild) 23.2 
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AN!~lAL BONES FORM THE 1977 EXCAVATIONS 

!?I, Dr J M Holmes 

Sub-department of Veterinary Anatomy, University of Cambridge 

Phase 2 

282 (2), Alchester road side ditch 

Ox 

(a) Many fragments of an ox mandible, right side. It is to be assumed 
that they all belong to one jaw. Three molar teeth and a premolar arc 
present. The teeth are of Grant wear stage 35 ■ According to Silver's 
age estimates (for 19th century breeds), this animal would be over 5 yrs 
of age. 

(b) (2 pieces) an intact right mandible of an ox with all premolar and 
molar teeth present. The teeth are of Grant wear stage ~J. 

(c) J\n upper jaw ox tooth. 

(d) The ccntrum of a lumbar vertebra, probably of an ox. 

Horse 

(a) Part of the mandible of a horse. 

(b) Two loose horse teeth. These may also belong to the mandible. 
The teeth are well worn and include the third molar, so the horse was 
aged. 

S~ccp 

Three upper jaw sheep teeth (well worn) 

Summary: The bones are not charred and show little evidence of weathering 
or gnawing. The remains arc essentially those of two cattle and a horse, 
all fully mature, and a sheep, together with six oyster shells. 

195, plot boundary, west of Alchestcr road. 

~ 

(n) Hoo.d of right femur. Epiphysis fused. 

(b) Tibial tarsal. One end chopped obliquely across. Length approx 68mm. 

(c) Part of left ulna~ anconeal process, etc (olecranon missing) 

(d) Distal end of right tibia, epiphysis fused (width approx 62nvn). 

(e) Piece of lower jaw articulation (two pieces) 
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(f) Piece distal shaft left humerus 

(g) Piece of cervical vertebra 

(h) Jrd phalanx intact. Heel-toe length 67mm 

(i) Le:ft wing of atlas - rather small, could be a large sheep or deer. 

(j) Piece o:f neural spine of thoracic vertebra 

Several of these ox bones are weathered or dog-gnawed. They show signs 
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of chopping (the jaw, femur, tibia fragments have marks on them, and several 
of the others have been cut across cleanly in ancient times). They could all 
come from one animal. If so, the animal was of small stature and probably 
mature (all visible cpiphyscs are fused). None of the bones show any evidence 
of charring. 

Sheep 

Mandible with permanent premolars and Ms 1 and 2 Payne wear stage F 
( suggested ago J-lt years). 

PHASE 3 

282 ('1) Rccutting, Alchcstcr road side ditch. 

Ox -
1. (Two fragments). Metatarsal bone distal end and shaft. Epiphysis intact 
+ fragment of upper part of bone allowing estimate of length at 228mm. From 
measurements of distal width and minimum diaphyscal width, the bone probably 
comes from a female 

2. Fragment of dental pad of prcmaxilla. 

3. First phalan.x substantially intact. Length 58mm. 

~- Piece of articulation of mandible. 

Horse 

Upper jaw check tooth. 

Fragment of ileum. 

Surrwnary: These bones are not badly weathered or gnawed and show no evidence 
of charring. "1life marks arc visible on the ox metatarsus. 

PHASE ft(b) 

185, plot boundary, west Alchester road~ 

Several small fragments of bone The fragments clearly all bclono 
to a skull - the bases cranii, occipital region, pctrosals, one tympanic and both 
maxillae being substantially present. The skull is that of a small don. 
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The bones are too fragmentary entirely to eliminate fox, but there are features 
suggesting they are canine. There are no surviving teeth. The dog was very 
small - about the si;•e of a fox. It would seem all the teeth had erupted and, 
although many of the breakages are along suture lines, most of the sutures appear 
to have been fused, so the dog was an adult. Within the range of Roman lap-dogs. 
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TOWCESTER, ST LAWRENCE ROAD, TIIE fTflD BONES 

by Anne Eastham 

Of the total of 68 bird bones or fragments thereof which w~re excavated from 
this site 59 arc of chicken, four of a duck comparable in size with mallard 
but probably a domesticated breed, a smaller Anatidae, which could possibly 
be a wiqeon, two goose bones and two raven. The distribution of bones within 
the time scale of the site is even more restricted. No bird bones were 
discovered from the first phase of the 1st/2nd century, one chicken in Phase 2, 
another in the later Jrd century Phase J, two in the earlier 4th century Phase 
and the remainder, including the water fowl and raven among the final 11th 
century occupation material. The last two chicken bones appeared on the 
surface of the site. 

Summary of the Bird Bones of 'fowccstcr, St Lawrence Road 

Species Phase 2 Phase J 

~iJ/i 1.!lia t.~tth!l:rlCO!": 
,, 

lomest icatcd Mallard 

/\n:,r; nr,n,--.lone 1 

( posi:iibly domer: tic duck) 
wincon in size 

Ansr.r n nser 2 

domesticated noose 

~allus nallus 1 J 53 
chicken 

Cnrvus corax 2 

Waterfowl 

11J 

The aecsc and ducks, of which there are only a total of 7 hones, were extremely 
few in number. The mallard, whether of a domesticated or wild species, is 
represented by n humerus, 2 ulnae and a femur. Three of these bones, humerus, 
ulna nnd f<!mur, carry the same r:iite reference and could well belong to the same 
'individual. The other ulna is from a smaller specimen and woFJ found in another 
location. It would therefore m:nm logical to suggest that jtrnt a pair of duck 
approximate in si~e to mallard wore found in these excavations. 

The other anatidae humerus is markedly more slender than is usuaJ in mallard and 
approximate~: very much in size to Anos penelope, wigeon. Whether it is such or 
whether a smaller domesticated duck it is difficult to make a definite dociuion. 
The bone is a distal fragment of humerus, which docs not carry any distinctive 
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- 2 -

diagnostic features in the bones of waterfowl. 

The two goose bones are both left ulnae which indicates two individual specimens. 
One of these carries the same site reference as the mallard in Fhase l1a. These 
ulnae are larger than the wild bean goose, Anser fabalis, and a little smaller than 
grey lag, Anser anser. This makes it most likely that they are both domesticated 
geese bought in for the table. 

The Chicken Bones 

Table 2 - Distribution of Gallus gallus (omitting articulated skeleton) 

Phase 2 Phase J Phase lta-b Surface 

Skull 
-· --

Mandible 

Coracoid 2 

Sternum 

Funmla 

Scnpula 

Vertebrae 

Ribs 

Pelvis 

Humerus 3 1 

Radius 3 

Ulna 1 ---
Carpo-Metacarpus 1 

Dioits 

Tibio-Tarsus 7 1 

f'ihuln 

TorHt1s-MetotarGt1S 1 2/1 -
Phnlonrws 

Femur 1 J 
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Apart from 33 bones which were found all together, the 20 chicken bones were 
mainly fro:n the later phase of the site. Both the tarsus metartarsus from 
Phase 2 and the femur from Phase 3 are noticeably longer and more robust than 
those from Phases 4a-b. The fragmentary nature of the bones means that 
comparative measurements are rarely available. Such as they are, they are 
demonstrated in Table 4. 

Table 3 

Phase 3 Phases 4a-b 

.... ,-, 
I m m 

Measurements of .c: e .... ,r;! e .... 
+) •ri 111 +) •ri 111 

Gallus (excluding en X +) Cl X +) Site i:: 0 (/J ! 0 VJ 

articulated skelcton)mm s &:: •r-1 ~ •ri Ref. A A 

Coracoid 55.0 173 
50.lt 

Humerus 19.55 1lt( 1) 
11(1) 

Ulna 09.8 106 

-
Femora 67.,. 13.9 63 

15.0 18 

11.25 31(3) 

lri biotnrsu:-i 11 •• 0 9.6 525 

111( 1) 

~6.5 11(1) 

117.3 20.85 10.5 6 
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In the final phase of the site most of the chicken bones approximate very 

closely in si2:e with the modern pheasant phasiamus colchinus. Obviously 

with so few bones any determination or guesswork as to breed of fowl is 

irrelevant. No evidence of animal farming seems to have appeared on this 

site so that like the mammals the chir.kens were probably just brought in 

for food and r.ot reared in the vicinity. 

Although the sites were sc dissimilar in function, comparison of the 
chicken bone measurements of both the later phas,~s of Fishbourne Roman 

palr,ce and the Jrd and ltth century phases of Porchester Castle shows a 

broad similarity of size variation. 

Table lt - Bc-wfi of Gallu;; found asfmciatc>d in Pit 171 (1) (Phase ltb) 

Skull 

M.-.m.li',le - upper 
lower 

Left Right 

• 

t 

116 

Sternum 

t 

1 Frontal section and 

Furculn 

Vertebrae 

RihG 

Pclvfa 

Humerun 

RadiuG 

Ulna 

Carpo-Mct.acarpus 

Dinits 

f•'r:mur 

Ti bio•Tarr-mr; 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

9 

1 

J 

J
,, 
.J 

1 

1 

1 

1 

many smull fraomonts 

Caudal 
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One or two interesting points are raised with reference to the 33 bones of a 
sinqle ccckerel .found in the lower levels of Pit 171 ( 1) below a layer of 
car~"mfr-,ed wood and ash. This sc;ems to have been a very large rubbish pit 
but the coc~f.?rel wns apparently thrown away wh()le, although its skull and the 
right winq betow the !u1□erus are missing; and there are no marks on the bones 
sr.1qqesting that it w.::.s c~t up, either for jointing before cooking or at thE:' 
table. The lonq bone mea.c,~rements are very Rimilar tu those of other hemes 
of thiR perfod, a Rm~lliF>h breed of chicken (see Table 5). 

Table';~ ~feac:rwement:c; of rm articulated c.:1clwrel found i_n Pjt 171 (t) 

Uln;in 
Crti"['W; 

wi:;11syrem1;:ots ___ in mUHmntrPs 

1 .«Y1 
1.06 

l~-~7'1 
F, ~ <p1 

1.11<1 ,.~, 
u~ .. mi 
1(().7? 

f,r,2l' i m.t l 

1.91; 
1.90 

t .. W} 
t .. tl,r; 

1 .. ,.~.'; 
1.,,n 

2 .. (J!J 
~~-0','F; 

l. fi2'; 
t. 'j2F; 

Dif,t.-.1 

t. 'JB'i 
1. r,71; 

t .o,. 
.Wt'i 

1. t,!1 
t. r;(, 

1.199 
1.mi 

1.11 

'Hw n::mcdn8 of: ":h~n e;t,dff:t'd itmlo,de part uf Mt, pelvi0 ,md the dgrao 111-uwwn 
to whf{;h the ntr,tdien of I\ N Prm:lflltoff who reBe.w~hed the inher:itnnt:P gf thf' 
t;t, nw ture u f thr• rlM".e;m,n{:ro1m ci& Uw 1'r.iimro F.eneti ~rtl Hmic.-U"t:h §tution, ~1.icow 
in Uw lei!;(: tc}~O' n rnay Le w,e fr'11y ar,plfed. From a ran"e of tr,000 chfokcnn 
from a vnrifd•,y of hrecdcs he w-a.0. rtbh• t,o define thrnr di ffcrcnt dorm, 1;rwrnl 
type.'J, -imllt;;ntinn eH fff:rf.mt r,ont1wc in tlw imJiv·fduoJ.. 'fhe 'Dantnrn' f;ypc 
with l dortm [ifit;rnl vertd,rae :imr»l £ers a rather horhmntn • body r100turc. The 
'Nrirmal I fi6Utun, fri t'otmtl in brn•tltt with l'tmr dorm> mmral vcrtl•hrae and brccdn 
Hkr• Orr,[nl'!t<mn, Pnvlofr1, Jrwtliori name oml 11 nrcot mrmy rmrebrcd tyr1r•o of poultry 
folt foto thfo eatcnory. fi. r.mch mortr crct;t fitmture ia heltl hy Uimm wHh '.; 
dorm, fJflf1ral vurtchr,w nm! " hae~!wilrd remow,1 of the rmtvJ~ boner_,., 'fypfcal 
f,f Hdu tfi thr; or.tuft ts;pti' of ti<mltry omt m,my of tt;e larocr brnmlt.i .. 

Tht, dM·ne1 u,1trlitri ryf Hds t(,tkf:rel f,illti into the 10,,1off' or F; 1Jonm nrwrnl 
VN·tebr,1c tyw1, <iVNt H1ot,nh wtr.u1reme11tg r;fmw that :it in relatively umf111 in 
tJi:.O:h Wht1UH;r fr1rthf1r t't':<t_;t1·[1r•ch rtlm1r, thcne 1 irwn, 1wovidcd that mio11r1h 
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Homar1 dtJruo cati"H w<!t"C &Vui1ah1,,, wm.ilfi (Jiv,_. rfofin-i H Wt informat,1011 Otl llnmrm 
rc,cNJ of fowl, r am not cert,d ti,. f1n,r,,ptoff dmm r;oint out. thut 'r,m'u roU!IJ 

or domeuti(~ riottltry ar<! rn;vc,· uni forr:ily of miy oiwm pelvic tn,e',. Uut a 
modN·n Dorkinn li,'.l bred for t~howinr:, hau r"' W!r'J horf .,.r.mta1 wwture, wfmrerw the 
hybridc1 produmid for t1t,m~i11r, up;•i nht four ta a carw in r1 tmU,!ry mii f, r:eum 
fo the sr1ecfrnens f hw;I'_., st.udiN! to ht1W! the ~ diJ tyrw t,f rwlv1rJ. IJtif'Ot'tu11otety 
I have not had m1 opfm.rtunity to stwly the ad,uul Jmlv:k (11rdlf• of wiy af 
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of the valuable Dorkings which are supposed to be the oldest race of poultry 
in this country and to have been imported in Roman times. 

The Raven 

Ravens are almost a trademark of Romano British sites in this country, and it 
would be a disappointment to find a site without one. The fragmentary· 1 :'¼ and 
tibio tarsm, .fr.igments found in site ref 177 have been dated to Ph, s l1b. 

Often in thP villas and military esta~lishments they were tame and lived to 
a very great old aqe. 

Conclusion 

In summary, ap,trt from the raven, it is logical to regard the bird bones 
from this :3ite as food items rather than accidental death~. As such, it is 
clear that the settlement was poorly supplied with poultry for most of its 
period of existence and its inhabitants never indulqed in the luxury of 
flmtic tnblc birds as so many of their richer contemporaries did elsewhere. 
Chic~;an stew not ro.:.lst peacock would appear to repre!'ient the height of their 
celehrationn; the r;implc f. r .. ,,f' the artir-um in which the indulgence of 
fl(!Ul try war; n raro oCCiJSion .. 
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'r1,, .. / + (11,1• u,,,J 

(J,,M· 
G!i!flf 

''-'!'''' 

lf(fi4tri11 

Fin. M16 Towce~ter, Alchcster road suburbs: bird bone: cockerel skeleton from 

Pit 171( 1). 
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GRAVE A, Al.CHESTER ROAD SUBURBS SITE (Fig.14) 

by C.T.P. Woodfield. 

Period: ? Late Roman 
? Medieval 

Arch.Ref.: 
TOWCESTER July 1978 
in bed of canalised 
Silverstone Brook. 
NGR SP 693 481. 

Number: 
GRAVE A. 

(Grave B lifted by 
Mr & Mrs Hastings) 

Locality: In grave, extended 
at approx.6ft.laid. 

Preservation: 
Waterlogged. 

Deformation: 
Nil 

Sex: Male Age at death: 
.£• 40 years 

Stature: 164.7cm 
(Sft,4~ ins.) 

4 

Dentition: 
876JUU 
8765U2t 

Attrition: M2 
ti" u, n 

Slight alveolar reabsorbtion 
Calculus slight 
Caries absent 

Cranium: Severely damaged by machine at time of discovery. Face, 
major part right parietal, most upper mandible missing, 

Post 

Strong occipital crest and pronounced mastoid processes, 
Brow ridges missing. 

Sutures: Saggital largely closed on ext.table. Coronal 
commencing at bregma. Lambdoid suture closure proceeding. 
No wurmian bones. 

Measurements: (S2) = 113mm 

Cranial skeleton: 

Measurements: (FeL1) = 432.5 (one only) 

(TiL1) 338.2 No squatting facets 

(TiD2) 23.0 

(TiD1) 33.8 

(F1L1) 339.7 (one only) 

(RaL1) 237.8 (one only minimum) 

Based on Trott~r & Glcscr rcgession equations for white males, 
height estimated at 163.82 - 165.87cm = (avge of 4) = 164.7cm. 

Pelvis: strongly marked muscle attachments. Sciatic notch acute 
Preauricular sulcus damaged, prob. absent. 

Traumae: One phalanx (pes) has abnormal lateral growths, probably due to 
trauma in life. 
Right ulna has healed fracture towards wrist, without corres
ponding break in radius. Fracture has healed correctly. 

Pathological conditions: None could be detected. 
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OYSTER SHELLS FROM THE EXCAVATIONS OF 1974-76 

~ Cristine Orr 

The total number of oyster (ostrea edulis) shells or ports was 545. 

There were 305 upper valves and 240 lower. The minimum number of oysters 

represented was 305. One complete oyster ie upper and lower valves still 

paired, was noted. Shell widths were plotted in the manner suggested 

by JG Evans (What to do with shellfish on archaeological sites, Fig 7) 

(Fig Mt8 ). There were 122 measurable upper valves and 76 measurable 

lower valves. 

121 



Northamptonshire Archaeology 18, 1983

OYSTERS 
122 

Plot of oyster shell widths (from hinge to ~ape) 

40 

Upper valve 
35 

30 

20 

15 

10 

5 

45 5 5,5 6 7 7·5 8 8·5 9 9·5 10 cm 

40 Lower valve 

35 

30 

25 

20 

15 

10 

5 

5 5·6 6 7 8 9 0·5 10 cm 

Fig. M17 Towcester, Alchestcr road suburbs: plot of oyster shell dimenHions 
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Deposits on the inside of pottery fragments 

by G.C. Morgan 

Several pottery fragments were seen to have greyish or blacl<: 
deposits adhering to the inside. On examination these proved 
to be the following: 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

Pottery fabric 
t;pe 

44(c) 

44(c) 

44(b) 

44(c) 

20 

35(b) 

44(c) 

44(b) 

Vessel type 
if known 

Cooldng pot 
base 

Cooking pot 
body sherd 

Body shei:d 

Cooldng pot 
body sherd 

Small wide 
mouthed jar 

Cooking pot 
body sherd 

.Body sherd 

Context of 
fragment (phase 
in brackets) 

7(3) (4b) 

7(3)(4b) 

21(4b) 

64(4b) 

64(4b) 

66(4b) 

68(4a) 

140(1)(4b) 

Nature of 
deposit 

Silica 
(Si02 ) 

Silica 
(~i0 2 ) & 
lJ.me scale 

Vegetable 
matter? 

Silica 
(Si02 ~ & 
organJ.c 
matter 

Silica 
(~io2 ) & 
lJ.tne scale 

Fibrous 
vegetable 
matter -
?cereal 

Burnt org
anic matter -
?cereal 

Vegetable 
matter -
?cereal 

All this suggeGtr.;; the use of these pots for boiling water 
and cooking. In addition a fused burnt mass from 38 (culvert, 
Building 4/5, Phase 4) proved to be burnt cereal of some 
kind, possi.bly in tha form of porridge or malt. 
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Possible daub fragments 

by G.c. Morgan 

Lumps of a mortar-like substance formed of a calcareous mud, 
probably daub, were found in the following locations, both 
belonging to Phase 4b: 

1. 132{1) {Area 4, recutting of Alchester road side ditches, 
western side). Five small fragments up to 55mm long (1976, 
S277). 

2. 66 (Stone floor, Building 4/2b). Larger lump, 110mm x 60mm 
with smooth face (1976, S189). 
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AI.CHESTER ROAD, TOWCESTER 

COAL SAMPLES, AI.CHESTER ROAD SUBURBS 

~ JC Eaton 

Coal samples found during the excavations of 197/l-76 were looked at briefly 

to try to identify the coals'typc and thus their probable place of extraction. 

Identification proved difficult (below) due to small sb:c un<I cl, i;rco of 

weathering. As a result of weathering, ~he samples had lost almost all of 

their f1rnHian content and wore thcroforc composed almost entirely of vitrain. 

The lack of fmmian within the coalH made direct comparisons with a ranoc of 

fre,,h (recent) coal npccimcn fl almost impmmihlc, Ml the vi trains contained in 

most coals have identical phyf;ical properties. The smoky flames pivcn off J.>y 

most of the sp,!cimcn d suggnst that thn coals an: of a hi tuminous type. 

Difficulty in igniting the samples may possibly hcattributcd to oxidation of 

the coals over a lono period of time, causing the calorific values of the coals 

to dr,tr-rioratc. 

The cmd.~-.• origin or place of cxtrnction is therefore speculative unless 

additional studies arc carried out 011 more srunplcs, using microscopic and 

oth~r analytical chemical techniques. 

The transportation of coal to the Towcestcr area during the Roman period must 

hnve been n feat in itself ns the ncnrest coalfields arc in the West Midlands 

ond Leicestershire arcag gomc ~ to 100km to the north. 
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Sample No: 

S202 
68, side ditch, 
Alchester road. 
Pilase lw 

s238 
83, Euildinq !t/2h, 
Phase lib 

s191, 
(J'j, side~ ditch, 
AlchcstPr road, 
Phase Ith 

SJ06 
170, pit, Area 2 
Phase Ith 

S20) 
58, side ditch, 
Alc:hestcr road, 
Phase ltb 

Description/Flame Test 

Bla~-k, vitreous lustre, rectangular 
in shape, easily fractured, flakey, 
containing a well developed cleat, 
thin developments of pyrite through
out, low relative density having a 
brown streak. 

Flame test: very smoky, brown/black 
coloured, sooty, flame small bright 
orange/blue, difficult to ignite. 

Brown/grey, dull earthy lustre, 
wenthnrcd, thinly laminated, 
friable, poorly developed cleat, 
numerous small plant fragments 
visible along partings, silty 
lwninae present, low relative density 
having a brown/black streak. 

Flame tc~-;t: sliqhtly smoky, black 
sooty colourcd, flame small bright 
ycllm.;/hlur 1 very difficult to innite. 

Dlack, vitreous lustre rectangular, 
thinly laminated, containing thin 
laminae of pyrite, occasional plant 
fragments .:md a poorly developed 
cleat, J~~ relative density having 
a brown/black strcal~. 

Flame test: very smoky, block 
sooty coloured, flame bright yellow/ 
orangn, very difficult to ignite. 

( very Rmall sample) Black, hinhly 
vitreous, trian!'lular in shape; 
apparently showing a strong cleat, 
havinn a brown streak and a low 
relative density. 

Flame tf":st: Sli {Jhtly smoky, black 
sooty, havin!'l a bright orange flamo 
with blue outer, difficult to ignito 

Black, highly vitreous lustre, 
moderately developed clout, showing 
ll :"lli ght concoi dal fractur(!, 
trian!Jular in shape havinn a brown 
streak and a low relative density; 
appears very pure in compositicm. 

Flame test: slinhtly smoky (black), 
having an orange/yellow small flame, 
difficult to ignite. 

126 

NOT TESTED 

8.6% 
Purple/grey fi.ne. 
Very silty .i:~h 

2.'.j% 
Orange/brown 
vnry fine silty 
a.sh 

NOT msTED 

0.36% 
pink/brown/nrey 
fine silty ;mh 
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Sample No: 

3Jt1:, Plot 4/7, 
Base of topsoi I 

.s216 
611:, pit , Area l1:, 
Phase Ith 

s187 
65, side ditch, 
t\lchcster road, 
Phase ftb. 

S2'J2 
t61t, ditch, 
Plot !1/2, flhaim ltb 

Description/Flame Test 

Black, highly vitreous lustre, 
hexagonal in shape, having a 
closely spaced well developed 
cleat with pyrite along cleat 
faces, streak brown/grey and 
low relative density. 

Flame test: ~lightly smoky 
(brown/black), having an orange/ 
yellow flame with blue outer 

Drown/black, dull, weathered, 
rectangular, wi~h a vitreous 
lustre when broken, containing a 
well developed cleat (v. closely 
spaced), and abundant weathered 
pyrite material and some plant 
debris, streak brown havinn a low 
relative density. 

Flame teat: Very slightly smoky 
with a very small (poor) yellow/ 
lil11c flame, slow burning. 

Black, vitreous lustre, rectangular 
in shapo. Showing a well developed 
concordial cleat, thinly laminated 
containing very thin clay laminae, 
very hi it tle, gi vinn a brown/ grey 
streak nnd having a low relative 
density. 

Flame test: rrndoratcly smoky, 
hfock sooty with a bright yellow/ 
oranoe flame, burned readily. 

fllack, vitreous lustre, cubic in 
shape, extremely closely spaced 
cleat with associ atcd pyri tc brown/ 
r1rcy streak aml havin!l a Im, rnlativo 
density. 

Flame test: v<:ry smoky rtnd sooty 
(block), with a very hri rJht yellow/ 
orunoc flalll(:. 
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NOT TESTED 

12.8% 
Dark purple/grey 
clinkered 
ash. 

NOT TESTED 

NOT TESTED 
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Analysis of slag remains from watching brief, Towcester, 1977. 

~ R Clough, Institute of Archaeology, University of London. 

Four small cakes of slag were found in the fill of a ditch, 282 (2) (the 
in 

Alchester road side ditch). They are plano-convex/shape, being 150-200mm 

in diameter and approximately 100w.m deep, weighing~- 0.6kg. 

Similar cakes of slag have been considered as furnance bottoms, from either 

smelting or smithing furnaces. Examination of these samples now suggests a 

smithing origin. 

All four samples were extensively weathered which was confirmed by X-ray 

diffraction where gocthitc, an iron oxy-hydroxide was predominant in the 

pattern. This mineral would not be part of the original composition as it 

is a secondary corrosion product. 

During the wcathcrfr;g, other clements would have been leached from the slag 

structure, particularly the more srlublc clements such as the alkalis. As 

a consequence, any analysis can cr.ly approximate the original composition. 

This imposes nn uncertainty on any information which can be derived from 

the slar,, and reconstructions of the thermal conditions operating in the 

furnace'. difficult. 

The analy,,es in Table 1 display a wide variation in composition, with 

furnoce bottoms Band D bcina typical of slaa from the bloomory process. 

Sample A is relatively low in silica but this could still represent a slaa 
of 

from the process with the addition/ iron dur lng the smithing J>roceas. 

128 
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Although the analyses are similar to those of slags from the smelting 

process they are also acceptable as smithing slags, because during the 

early stages o:f smithing the iron, much of the entrapped slag is squeezed 

out o:f the iron bloom without any obvious change in composition. 

During smithing, other materials in the furnace are often vitrified and 

enter the slag structure. Minerals such as silica and iron oxide can be 

intentionally added as an aid to forging, but fuel ash, and furnace 

lining oi~cn flux the slag resulting in unusual compositions such as that 

seen in slag C (Tublc 1), which must include furnace lining or similar high 

alumina material. 

sample 
The quuntity of slag from the/ is small (2-3 kg), but this could 

reflect the Gmall area of ditch excavated. None of the sampl'.'a?s exhibits 

any flow structure which is typical of slag tapped from a smelting furnace. 

No furnace remains were associated with the slag cakes, which probably resulted 

from periodic clearing out of a smithing furnace. 

Ore deposits arc located to the north of Towcester along with traces of 

early pit mining dating to the Medieval period, and it is possible that 

Roman smelting operations also took place in that area. 
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1JO 

Table 1. Slag analyses Ditch 282 (2) 

Element A B C D 

SI02 9.4 14.4 21.2 26.8 

FEO 60.9 57.9 l~J. 7 52.6 

AL20J 3.2 J.lt 21.9 J.O 

CAO o.8 1.7 N.D 5.5 

l'-nO o.8 o.8 lt.6 1.1 

SOJ O.lt 0.3 0.2 0.1 

P205 1.2 0.9 o.8 0.7 

TOTALS 76.5 79 ■ /l 92.lt 89.8M 

Water and caroon not analysed for. 

Some of the iron in these slags would be in thn higher oxidation state. 
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SPECIES LIST. ENVIRON~IENTAL SAMPLES, ST LAWRENCE ROAD, TOWCESTER 

TAB!S ONE 

Di9tribution of specific::tlly na■ed beetles in the six faunal groupe 

SYMANTHROPES 
I Ia,R2rted species: 

Lu■oatenus te"!Tic->la. Oey~aeliulus surina■ends, Agle~.il8 brunneu,, 
cr:yptolestes :fer:1.!ginew,, c.turticus, Triboliua confuaua, T.casteneu11, 
Sitolidlue gre.narius. 

:.;r other syn111thr0E!8 ; 
Anobiu. IW,lnctatum, ?tinus :fur, P.subpiloaus, Latbridius Jl6eudoldnutus, 
Enicau.s tran5ve:t"8~1ia. 

III ~rubbbh_~~urt.t.s 

1Jl 

Acritu.s nigrfoornis, Ontho~Uus ntriatulua, +SpMeridiua sp., Cercyon unipustul&1ue 
MegqternUJI o"b6ew:wt, +Aphodiws spp., Oxyo11WS ayveetrie, Micropeplus porcatue, 
O.liwa 1~.,v1,.1s~ulu5, r..oeyphiua anguaticolle, Plat,-tethus n.renarius, P,cornutua 
or de~~n8r, P.nit~no, Anotylws co~pl~natws, A.n1tidulu3, A.rugonuo, A.sculptu~, 
AnthkYH floffilb, Myc~u.ea him, fthizopMg\18 pertoratun. 

~ATUAAtLY om:tl8RDJC Sf'El!Im 

IV Ground/~oil 6~_diJ.tU 
tfeb:rh bnvlc,111,s, Pt~:r:oet1chWJ nSg:"1:ta, P.venieolor, Agonua a.lb1peB. 

V Veg~.t~on feederti 
0Metocn4'U. eone1nn!t, Hype~ punetata, C)'Metron veron1c,.1.., 
fhl~ophthorua rhododa{!tylws, Scolytus intricll.tws, Hylesinao 011.eperda. 

VI Aqu..U~[tt&terside £AUM1 

(Aqatlc) Hyd.rob1ua fuacipea, HeloJ)horue bnvip&lpi-.s, H.8().ua.ticws, 
Or-..hth6b1UII blcolon, 0-•1niaws, Lianeb1ua truncatellua. 
(Waterside) Lea~va hfteri, L .. longoelytnt&, O>rylophw:. cruusidoidea. 
(Pond an.;1 ponda1de pbnt feeders) Hydrotha.eaa. u.rginella, rlotarie a.crldulus, 
Tanya phyrua lf!Mfl'.1.8,. 
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MEDIEVAL AND POST MEDIEVAL FINDS (Fig. M 18) 

1. sewing ring. Common in 16th and 17th centuries and most 

likely to have been imported from Nurernburg. For a mid 

16th century parallel see Woodfield 1981, Fig. 6, 108. 

Intrusive therefore in 345, Phase 2. 1967 SF 16. 

2. ? decorative scabbard binding, possiLly Medieval; but a 

Roman date cannot be entirely ruled out (Mr F Grew, 

c{t.;iseum of London, in I itt 1982). Unstratified in area of 

Building 4/lb, 1977 watching brief. 

3-5. Brooches, Medieval (London Museum 1954, Pl. LXXVII 1-2). 

The contexts arc as follows: 3, topsoil, 1975 SF 675; 

4, t©ps0il, 1974 SP 2; 5, intrusive in 330, Phase 2 or 4b, 

HHY7 Sf 4. 

G. Smc.11 t):€';11, copper iilloy nphere within; probably Post

ruodioval (Moorehouse 1971, fig. 25, 163). From 19, land 

drain8 1975 sr 843. 

7~ Piece 0£ Hediev,11 coultcr (London Huseum 1954, Pl. XXII). 

Tapcoil over Building 4/lb, 1977 watching brief. 

B-10. Hor~eshocs. Could be Roman but not from sealed levels. 

1J2 

8 C(>@';;r;;; from the tor,isail, li.reu 4 (it ro0embles Portchester, 

Vol I, [>'ig. 125, 182 (Cunliffe 1975)); 9 from 336, Phases 

2 or 1b; 10 from 65, Phu3e 4b. 

In addition tho 1967 excavations proctucad two copper alloy tag 

endG of ~oGt-mcdieval date (Woodfield 1981, Fig. 5, 36): 

intrusive in 335 (Phuce 4b) and 329 (Pha9B 2j. 
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Fig. M18 Towcester ' 
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su urbs: medieval and Alchest~r road b post-medieval finds. 




