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The feature lies on Yateley Common, centered around SU 81951 59188, north of Vigo Lane, 
adjacent to Cricket Hill Lane.  It lies on heathland which previously lay within the Aldershot 
Military Training Area, the land now falls under the management of Hampshire County Council.

Location of feature shown on 1911 3rd ed. Manoeuvres Map (Ordnance Survey, 1911)

Methodology
The site was selected for field work based upon published and unpublish books by local authors 
living during WW1, coupled with oral evidence from a living witness who knew both authors, and 
witnesses the backfilling of the trenches during WW2. 
The area was walked by Alexander, Tipton, Young and Smith.  This identified a short section of 
what appeared to be poorly preserved zig zag trench.
This section of earthwork was surveyed by Alexander on 18 May 2014 at 1:100 offsetting from a 
50m tape.



Results
The feature lies on heathland; in places the feature is covered by gorse bushes and grasses. 
Vegetation, and the overall state of preservation result in limited success in photographically 
recording the feature.
The preserved feature runs a total of 27 metres. It varies in depth from 0.2 to 0.5m. It is between 0.8 
and 1m in width.
The straight sections of trench run in lengths of between 6m and 8m, with bends at an angle of 
between 105o and 120o.  Adjacent to a bend just south of the centre point a short section juts off 
running north.
At the southern end of the feature is a small, apparently unrelated excavation. It measures 1.5m x 
1m, and is covered in light netting held with plastic pegs; overall it appears amateur and not a 
formal excavation of the feature studied.



Section of trench circa 0.5m deep

Previous Research
Historical research by members of the team highlighted the possibility of WW1 practice trenches on 
Yateley Common (Tipton, 2013).
In 2008, Cornwall County Council (Young, 2008, p. 67) identified military practice trenches within 
Hampshire, stating they were significant due to scarcity of previously identified practice trenches in 
the area.  Since then further trenches have been identified by Alexander within both the Yateley area 
(Alexander, 2013), and the wider military training area (Alexander, 2014). 

Discussion/Conclusion

Historical research suggests there should be military practice trenches dating to WW1 in the area – 
specifically:-

• "During the 1914 - 18 war the soldiers dug a lot of trenches mostly near Cricket Hill, and 
many of the little hollows in various places were made in the last war as practice slit 
trenches by the army." Sydney Ireson Loader: The Changing Scene, 1981, unpublished 
typescript, page 18  (Tipton, 2013).

• "A replica of the Flanders trenches was constructed complete with dug-outs and 
communication trenches." George Ives (Tipton, 2013)



• Further oral history suggests the bulk of trenches were backfilled in the 1930's

The physical remains surveyed support this.
The width of the trench is within expected parameters being between 0.8m and 1m in width, 
contemporary manuals suggesting a 3ft (0.91m) width (War Office, 1997, p. 102). The length of 
straight sections is also within expected parameters, being up to 8m, the guidance in the manual 
being 30ft (9.14m), and likewise, angles on bends are up to 120o as per the manual (War Office, 
1997, p. 84).  The off shooting section just south of centre point would also be in line with manual 
diagrams of a fire trench (War Office, 1997, p. 102).
In sumary the historical evidence, and the physical evidence support this being a section on WW1 
era communication trench.
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