
A R C H A E O L O G I A  U L I A N A .

Some Account of a Set of Gold Beads, presented to the Antiquarian 
Society of Newcastle upon Tyne, by H i s  G r a c e  t h e  D u k e  o f  N o r t h ­
u m b e r l a n d ,  in a Letter to T h o s .  D a v i d s o n ,  E s q ,  O. M . from the 
R e v .  J o h n  H o d g s o n ,  Secretary.

d a t a .  te  T h e s e  15 b eads w e re  fo u n d  u n d e r a c a irn  in  C h e s te rh o p e
C o m m o n , in  th e  M a n o r  o f  R id s d a le , in  J u l y ,  1814.

“  W h a t  has been th e  use o f  these I  c a n n o t te ll , th o u g h  I  re m e m b e r to  
h a v e  seen a n  a n c ie n t s w o rd , th a t  h a d  som e g o ld  b e a ds, s o m e w h a t 
s im ila r to  the se , w h ic h  w e re  p la c e d  lo o s e ly  u p o n  th e  b a r  a t th e  b a c k  
o f  the p u m m e l o f  th e  s w o rd , as a n  o r n a m e n t.” — Extract from His 
Grace’s letter to Mr. T. Davidson, 14th May, 1815.

“  I  shall be c u rio u s  to  k n o w  th e  use fo r m e r ly  m a d e  o f  th a t piece o f  
a n tiq u ity  I  t o o k  th e  l i b e r t y  o f  se n d in g  th e  S o c ie ty , as w e ll as o f  th e  
sera to  w h ic h  it  b e lo n g e d , I  confess th e  shape a n d  le n g th  o f  th e  b a r  
o f  m e tal o n  w h ic h  th e  beads are p la c e d , a n d  in  w h ic h  c o n d itio n  I
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u n d e rs ta n d  th e y  w e re  f o u n d , p u z z le s  m e  to  c o n c e ive  h o w  it  c o u ld  be 
a d a p te d  to  th e  h u m a n  b o d y  as an o r n a m e n t, a n d  I  m e n tio n e d  the  
p o s s ib ility  o f  its h a v in g  se rved as th e  b a r o r g u a rd  b e h in d  th e  h a n d le  
o f  th e  s w o rd , fr o m  h a v in g  seen s o m e th in g  s im ila r , so a ffix e d  to  an o ld  
S a x o n  s w o rd , at th e  S o c ie ty  o f  A n tiq u a r ie s  in  L o n d o n , se ve ral ye a rs 
a g o , w h ic h  was e x h ib ite d  th e re .” — E x t r a c t  f r o m  H is  G ra c e 's  le t te r  to  
M r .  T .  D a v id s o n , J u n e  19,  1815.

T h e  C o m m o n  o f  C h e s te rh o p e , in th e  c o u n ty  o f  N o r t h u m b e r la n d , is 
crossed b y  th a t b ra n c h  o f  W a tlin g -s tr e e t, w h ic h  traverses R e d e s d a le  
in to  S c o t la n d ;  a n d  th e  R o m a n  station H a b ita n c u m ,  o r R is in g h a m , 
is c o n tig u o u s  to  it . N u m e r o u s  re m ain s o f  a n t iq u it y  h a ve  b e e n  dis- . 
c o v e re d  i n  this sta tio n  and  its e n v ir o n s : a n d  w e re  i t  n o t fo r  the- 
c irc u m sta n c e  th a t R o m a n  a n tiq u itie s  a re n e v e r , as fa r as I  a m  ac­
q u a in te d  w it h  th e  s u b je c t, fo u n d  u n d e r c a irn s , I  s h o u ld  w ith o u t 
h e sita tio n  h a v e  p ro n o u n c e d  these beads to  h ave  b e lo n g e d  to  th a t 
p e o p le , b o th  fro m ' th e ir  c o n t ig u it y  to, R o m a n  w o r k s , a n d  fro m  th e  e x ­
c e lle n c e  o f  th e ir  w o rk m a n s h ip .

I  w o u ld  n o t , h o w e v e r , a d va n c e  the c irc u m sta n c e  o f  th e ir b e in g  fo u n d  
u n d e r a c a ir n , as an e x c lu s iv e  e vid e n c e  against th e ir  R o m a n  o r ig in ^  
fo r  c a irn  b u ria l has b e e n  in  use fr o m  th e  earliest ages o f  th e  w o r ld . 
J o s h u a  “  b u r n e d ”  th e  b o d y  o f A c h a n  “  w ith  fir e ,”  a n d  th e n  raised o v e r  
h im  a  g re a t h e a p  o f  stones, w h ic h  re m a in  to  th is d a y ,” — “  A n d  the 
k in g  o f  A i  he h a n g e d  on a tre e  u n til  e v e n t id e ; a n d  as soon as th e  
su n was g o n e  d o w n , J o s h u a  c o m m a n d e d  th a t th e y  sh o u ld  ta ke  his b o d y  
d o w n  fr o m  th e  tr e e , a n d  cast it  a t th e  e n te rin g  in  o f  th e  gate o f  th e  
c i t y ; a n d  raise th e r e o n , a  g re a t h e a p  o f  stones, th a t re m a in e th  to  th is  
d a y .” * — S o m e tim e s th e y  b u r ie d  th e  b o d y , and im m e d ia te ly  a fte r  
th re w  a c a irn  o v e r i t : “  a n d  th e y  to o k  A b s a lo m  and  cast h im  in to  a 
g re a t p it  in  th e  w o o d , a n d  la id  a v e r y  g re a t h e ap  o f  stones u p o n  h i m .” f  
A n d  th e  fo llo w in g  q u o ta tio n  fr o m  E z e k i e l  J  : “  T h e  passengers th a t
pass th r o u g h  th e  la n d , w h e n  a n y  seeth a m a n ’ s b o n e , th e n  shall he set 
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tip  a sig n b y  i t ,  t ill  th e  b u rie rs  h a ve  b u rie d  it  in  H a m o n - g o g ,”  p r o ­
b a b ly  refers to  th e  p r a c tic e , w h ic h  in  som e p arts o f  th e  H ig h la n d s  o f  
S c o tla n d  p re va ils  to  this d a y , o f  p e rso n s, as th e y  pass b y  a c a ir n , a d d ­
in g  a stone to  i t :  in d e e d , in  th a t c o u n t r y , it  is n o t u n c o m m o n  fo r 
persons a tte n d in g  a fu n e r a l, to  ta k e  each a stone w ith  th e m  to  th r o w  
u p o n  th e  g ra v e  o f  th e  deceased ; a n d , i f  he was a p e rso n o f  co nsid e ra ble  
re s p e c t, o f  a d d in g  a n o th e r , each tim e  t h e y  c o m e  n e a r his g r a v e . 
S h a w , t o o , in  th e  p re fa c e  to  his tra v e ls , says, th a t  he o fte n  m e t w ith  
heaps o f  stones in  B a r b a r y , A r a b i a , a n d  in  th e  H o l y  L a n d , w h ic h  ha've 
fr o m  tim e  to  tim e , b e e n  raised o v e r m u rd e re d  tra v e lle rs , fo r  th e  A r a b s , 
fr o m  a su perstitious re ve re n c e  fo r  th e  d e a d , h a v e  a c u s to m  o f  c a sting  a 
stone u p o n  th e m  e v e r y  tim e  th e y  pass b y  t h e m ; o n  th e  c o n t r a r y , ac­
c o r d in g  to  S a n d y s , th e  p illa r  o f  A b s a l o m , w h ic h  “  in  his life  tim e  h e 
h ad  ta ke n  a n d  re a re d  fo r  h im s e lf in  th e  k in g ’ s d a le ,” *  is still s ta n d in g , 
a n d  th e  T u r k s , fr o m  m o tiv e s  o f  a b h o rre n c e  to  his m e m o r y , t h r o w  a  
ston e a t i t  each tim e  th e y  pass i t ,  so th a t it' is n o w  m o re  th a n  h a lf  
b u rie d  a m o n g s t stones.

D io d o r u s  says, th a t th e  B a le a re s , a  p e o p le  o f  M i n o r c a , th re w  heaps 
o f  stones o v e r t h e ir  d e a d  ;  a n d  A r m s t r o n g , in his h is to ry  o f  th a t islan d , 
notices c e rta in  cairns th e re , fr o m  80 to  90 fe e t h ig h . Pau sanias re ­
lates, th a t w h e n  L a i u s  was slain b y  his son C E d ip u s , stones w e re  he ap e d  
u p  o v e r h im  a n d  his c o m p a n io n s . T h e  B o g r i  o f  th e  R u ssia n s, w h ic h  
a re  b o th  circles a n d  heaps o f  stones, a re a b u n d a n t in  S ib e ria  f  an d  
T a r t a r y .

T o rp h o e u s  tells us th a t O d i n  in tro d u c e d  in to  S c a n d in a v ia  th e  c u s to m  
o f  b u r n in g  th e  d e a d ;  a n d  cairns are e x c e e d in g ly  n u m e ro u s  in  th a t 
d is tric t, e s p e c ia lly  in  N o r w a y .

K i n g , in  his M u n i m e n t a  A n t i q u a , s tr o n g ly  conten d s th a t all th e  b a r ­
row s and  c a irn s , so n u m e ro u s ly  scattered o v e r th e  d iffe re n t p arts o f  
this isla n d , are o f  B ritis h  o r C e ltic  o r i g i n ;  a n d  escapes th e  d iffic u lty  o f  
a ttr ib u tin g  those b a rro w s ,  in  w h ic h  e v id e n t R o m a n  a n tiq u itie s are 
fo u n d ,, to  R o m a n  o r ig in , b y  a s c rib in g  th e m  to  B ritis h  officers in  th e

*  ii Sam. xviii. 18. f  Strahlenberg’s Description, &c.
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R o m a n  se rvic e , fo r  th e re  are v e r y  m a n y  instances o f  c o in s, a r m o u r , 
j e w e l r y , & c . b e a rin g  L a t i n  legends a n d  in s c rip tio n s , b e in g  fo u n d  in  
these a r t i f i c ia l  m ounds o f  e a r th  th ro w n  up  over the  dead.

W h e t h e r  a ll th e  cairns o f  E n g l a n d  b e lo n g e d  to  th e  C e ltic  o r  D r u i d i r  
c al B r i t o n s ,; o r  som e p a r t  o f  th e m  a re to  be a ttrib u te d  to  th a t race o f  
p e p p le , a n d  th e  rest to  th e  na tio n s th a t m ig ra te d  o u t o f  G e r m a n y , 
D e n m a r k , a n d  N o r w a y  in to  this c o u n t r y , a fte r its d e se rtio n  b y  th e  
R o m a n s , d o e s, h o w e v e r , in  a g re a t m e a s u re , d e p e n d  u p o n  th e  c o n tr o ­
v e rte d  p o in t  re s p e c tin g  th e  id e n tity  b e tw e e n  th e  C e lts  a n d  th e  a n c ie n t 
possessors o f  th e  C im b r ic  C h e rso n e su s. T h i s  d iffic u lty  I  shall n o t ta k e  
u p o n  m e  to  r e m o v e ; b u t  c e rta in  i t  is th a t b o th  in  N o r w a y  a n d  B r i ­
t a in , th e  co n te n ts o f  these to m b s b e a r th e  stro n g e st s i m i l a r i t y : t h e y  
consist o f  a r m o u r , beads o f  glass a n d  a m b e r ;  spear-heads o f  cast b ra s s ;  
a x e s , h a m m e rs , a n d  o th e r in s tru m e n ts  o f  s to n e ; a c irc u m s ta n c e , w h ic h , 
i f  it  p ro ve s n o th in g  else, v e r y  e v id e n tly  p o in ts  o u t th e  c o m m o n  p r o ­
pensities a n d  c o m m o n  helplessness o f  each n a t io n , a t th e  tim e  w h e n  
su ch  im p le m e n ts  w e re  in  use. I n  all th e  c o u n trie s , fr o m  B r ita in  to  
T a r t a r y , this m o d e  o f  b u ria l has, a t one  sera o r a n o th e r, v e r y  c o m ­
m o n l y  p re v a ile d .

A n y  a tte m p t to  f i x  th e  asra o f  th e  a n tiq u itie s  in  q u e s tio n , d r a w n  
fr o m  the use o f  o rn a m e n ts o f  g o ld , w ill  b e  lia b le  to  e q u a l d iffic u ltie s 
w it h  th a t d e d u c e d  fro m  th e  h is to ry  o f  ca irns. A b o u t  1860 ye a rs be­
fo re  th e  tim e  o f  C h r is t , w e  fin d  th e  ste w ard  o f  A b r a h a m  p re s e n tin g  a n  
e a r-rin g  a n d  bracelets o f  g o ld  t o  R e b e c c a . T h e  e a r-rin g  w e ig h e d  
a b o u t 4J d w ts . a n d  th e  bracelets a b o u t 4s o z . T h a t  th e  b ra c e le t was 
o f  a fle xib le  n a tu re  is p r e t t y  e v id e n t fr o m  its H e b r e w  n a m e , J e m id ,  
w h ic h  im plie s th a t it  w as w o r n  w ith  a hasp o r som e such fa s te n in g . 
T h e  sam e re m a rk  is a p p lic a b le  to  th e  g o ld e n  ch ain s, w h ic h  M o s e s  t o o k  
fr o m  th e  M id ia n ite s , a n d  to  th a t w h ic h  w as fo u n d  u p o n  th e  a r m  o f  
S a u l a fte r his d e a th . A l l  these a p p e a r to  h a ve  been e ith e r chains o r  
beads o f  solid g o ld , especially th e  p r in c e ly  g ift presen ted  to  R e b e c c a . 
I t  w as n o t , h o w e v e r , fr o m  a n y  ig n o ra n c e  o f  th e  d u c tile  p ro p e rtie s  o f  
g o ld  th a t th e  ancien ts o fte n  fo rm e d  i t  in to  such m assive o rn a m e n ts .—



M o s e s , in  m a n y  instances, speaks a b o u t o v e r la y in g  w o o d  w it h  g o ld , 
H o m e r  describes th e  m a n n e r o f  g ild in g  th e  h o rn s o f  a b u ll , destined 
fo r  sa c rific e , w i t h  g o ld -le a f; and  P l i n y  re m a rk s th a t H o m e r ’s m e n  
p la ite d  g o ld  in to  th e ir h a ir , a c u s to m , w h ic h  he c o u ld  n o t d e te rm in e , 
w h e th e r  o r  n o t  th e y  h a d  d e riv e d  fr o m  w o m e n : H e  also tells us th a t
c lo th , in te r w o v e n  w ith  g o ld , w as c a lle d  a t ia l ic u s ,  fr o m  A t t a l u s  k in g  o f  
P e r g a m u s , th e  in v e n to r  o f  th a t species o f  sp le n d id  a ttire . T h e  k in d  o f  
ro lle d  g o ld , w h ic h  m o s t resem b led  th a t o f  w h ic h  th e  beads o f  C h e s te r- 
fio p e  c a irn  w e re  m a d e , was called  P rosne s tina  b ra c te a  a t R o m e , fr o m  
a n im a g e  o f  fo rtu n e  b e in g  o v e rla id  w ith  i t  a t Prseneste.

T h e  c u s to m  o f  b u r y in g  v a lu a b le  articles w it h  th e  b o d y  o f  th e ir p r o ­
p r ie to r , is also v e r y  a n c ie n t. E z e k i e l  speaks o f  “  th e  m i g h t y  th a t  
are fa lle n  a m o n g  th e  u n c irc u m c is e d , w h ic h  are g o n e  d o w n  to  H a d e s  w ith  
th e ir  w e a p o n s o f  w a r , a n d  th a t h a ve  la id  th e ir sw ords u n d e r th e ir  
h e ad s.”  T h e  rtx'fyar ayax/taja o f  E u r ip id e s , w e re  p r o b a b ly  th e  fa v o u r ite  
a rm s o r o rn a m e n ts  th a t w e re  b u rie d  w ith  th e  bodies o f  th e ir o w n e rs.-— 
H e r o d o tu s  s a ys , th a t th e  o ld  S c y th ia n s  h a d  such p le n t y  o f  g o ld , th a t 
o th e r m e tals w e re  n o t  in  esteem  a m o n g  th e m , and th a t  th e y  in te rre d  
vessels o f  i t  w it h  th e ir  d e a d . A n d  T o rp h g e u s  sa ys, th a t O d i n ,  w ith  
th e  c u s to m  o f  b u r y in g  th e  d e a d , ta u g h t th e  p e o p le  o f  S c a n d in a v ia  to  
b u r y  w ith  th e m  th e  m o s t c o s tly  th in g s  t h e y  possessed a t th e  tim e  o f  
th e ir decease. A g r e e a b l y  w it h  these h isto ric a l n o tic e s, w e  fin d  the  
c airns a n d  b a r r o w s , th r o u g h  a lm o st a ll p arts o f  th e  w o r l d , a b o u n d in g  
w it h  j e w e l r y , a r m o u r , im p le m e n ts  o f  w a r , a n d  d o m e stic uten sils. T h e  
c e le b ra te d  b a rro w s  in  T a r t a r y  a,re i n  a ll p r o b a b ilit y  th e  to m b s o f  
th e  S c y th ia n  K i n g s * ;  th o u g h  a m o d e rn  w r ite r  in  th e  A rc h a e o lo g ia  
has w ith  g re a t p la u s ib ility  c o n te n d e d , th a t  th e y  b e lo n g  to  th e  la tte r ' 
e n d  o f  th e  th irte e n th  o r b e g in n in g  o f  th e  fo u rte e n th  c e n tu r y . I n  
o n e  o f  the se , a g o ld e n  c h a in  o f  several lin k s , set w ith  ru b ie s , a n d  
bracelets o f  g o ld , w e re  fo u n d  u p o n  th e  b o d y  o f  a  q u e e n , w h ic h  
was p a r t l y  c o v e re d  w ith  a  r o b e , a n d  la id  b e tw e e n  tw o  plates o f  
fine g o ld . T h e  k i n g ’s b o d y  was also la id  b e tw e e n  sheetsof g o ld ,
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a n d  was fo ld e d  in  a ro b e  e m b ro id e re d  w it h  g o ld , ru b ie s , a n d  em e­
ra ld s. T h e  fo u r  sheets o f  g o ld  w e ig h e d  40 lbs. T h e  B o g r i  in  
S ib e ria  a n d  T a r t a r y  also c o n ta in  p lates a n d  trin k e ts  o f  g o ld , a n d  
w e a p o ns, o f  cast brass o f  th a t k in d , w h ic h  are c o m m o n ly  called C e lts . 
I n  N o r w a y , w h e re  th e  a g ric u ltu ra lis t has n o t b e e n  te m p te d  to  re m o v e  
th e m , cairns are still e x c e e d in g ly  n u m e r o u s ; a n d  w h e n  o p e n e d , are 
fo u n d  to  c o n ta in  ashes a n d  b o n e s , som etim es in  u rn s , at others in  
kisva e n s, a n d  g e n e ra lly  a c c o m p a n ie d  w it h  a r m o u r , tr in k e ts , d r i n k i n g . 
vessels, a n d  e v e n  w ith  a xe s a n d  h a m m e rs  o f  sto n e . T h e  trin k e ts  c o n ­
sist o f  beads o f  glass a n d  a m b e r, a n d  a  g re a t v a r ie t y  o f  o rn a m e n ts o f  
g o ld . D r i n k i n g  vessels o f  th a t m e ta l, in  th e  fo r m  o f  h o rn s , are n o t 
u n fr e q u e n tly  d is c o v e re d ; th e re  are several o f  th e m  in  th e  M u s e u m  o f  
A n t iq u i tie s  in  C o p e n h a g e n ; a n d  in  th a t o f  th e  M i l i t a r y  S c h o o l, in  
C h r is tia n ia , th e re  is a g re a t v a r ie t y  o f  sm alle r articles in  g o ld , c o lle c te d  
fr o m  v a rio u s p arts o f  N o r w a y , b u t  c h ie fly  fr o m  th e  cairns in  the  
n e ig h b o u r h o o d  o f  N o r t h  B e r g e n : in d e e d , as fa r b a c k  as records re a ch, 
g o ld  has b e e n  in  h ig h  e s tim a tio n  a m o n g  th e  in h a b ita n ts  o f  N o r w a y . 
T h e  g ild e d  a n d  je w e lle d  h e lm e t o f  k in g  H a g e n  A t h e ls ta n , in  his g re a t 
b a ttle  w ith  th e  sons o f  E r i c  B lo o d a x  (a b o u t A .  D .  939) , g a v e  occasion 
to  a v e r y  re m a rk a b le  p r o o f  o f  his v a l o u r * ;  a n d , e v e n  to  this d a y , th e  
c o u n t r y  p e o p le  in  th e  dales o f  N o r w a y , w hose la n g u a g e  bears a v e r y  
s tro n g  a ffin ity  to  the dialects o f  th e  n o r th e r n  co un tie s o f  E n g l a n d , 
h a ve  a s tro n g  passion fo r o rn a m e n ts  m a d e  o f  th in  g o ld  a n d  silve r.

B y  a reference to  th e  In d e x e s  o f  the A r c h t e o lo g ia , it  w ill  b e  fo u n d  
th a t th e  cairns a n d  tu m u li o f  G r e a t  B r ita in  a b o u n d  w it h  as g re a t a 
v a r ie ty  o f  th e  w o rk s  o f  a r t , as those o f  th e  c o u n trie s a lre a d y  e n u m e ­
ra te d  ; b u t  beads o f  g o ld  h a v e  b e e n  r a r e ly  ta k e n  n o tic e  o f  a m o n g s t 
B ritis h  se p u lc h ra l a n tiq u itie s . T h i r t e e n  w e re  fo u n d  in  a tu m u lu s , in  
th e  parish o f  U p t o n  L o v e l ,  in  W ilt s h ir e , in  1803: t h e y  w e re  in  th e  
shape o f  a  d r u m , §jJSii§ h a v in g  tw o  ends to  screw  o ff, a n d  p e rfo ra te d  
in  the m id d le . S e ve ra l o th e r articles o f  p u re  th in  g o ld , beads o f  a m b e r , 
a lance h e a d , & c . w e re  fo u n d  w it h  th e m . T h e  c irc u m sta n c e  o f  a m b e r

* Sn. Sterlsen’ s Norse Kronike.



beads b e in g  so p le n tifu lly  fo u n d  in  th e  o ld  to m b s in  E n g l a n d , I  t h i n k , 
evinces a c o rre s p o n d e n c e  to  h a ve  e xiste d  b e tw e e n  the p e o p le  o f  th is 
c o u n t r y  a n d  those o f  th e  shores o f  th e  B a lt ic , w h e re  a m b e r is p r in c i­
p a lly  f o u n d , a t th e  tim e  w h e n  these to m b s  w e re  c o n s tru c te d .

“  D r .  P o c o c k  e x h ib ite d , 1755,  a d r a w in g  o f  a  g o ld  b ra c e le t, fo u n d  
a b o u t t h i r t y  y e a rs  b e fo re , in  W a t e r fo r d  c o u n t y , n e a r W h it f ie lla , th e  
seat o f  W illia m  C h ris tm a s , E s q . u n d e r a h e a p  o f  ston es, n e a r L is n e k il  
c h u rc h . O n  th e  to p  o f  this h e a p , w h ic h  w as re m o v e d  to  be e m p lo y e d  
in  b u ild in g , was a  stone set u p r i g h t , a n d  u n d e r i t  a c a v it y , in  w h ic h  
w as th e  b ra c e le t. I t  is v e r y  t h in , tw o  inches five -e ig hth s lo n g , th re e  
inches d ia m e te r, a n d  s o m e w h a t less in  th e  m id d le  th a n  a t th e  e n d ;  a n d  
n e a r  it  stoo d a sm all u r n , a b o u t s ix  inches h ig h  a n d  fo u r  at th e  m o u t h , 
c o n ta in in g  bones a n d  ashes.” —-A r c h a o l . vo l.  v . p .  41.

Sin c e  C h ris tia n ity  fin a lly  p re va ile d  in  E n g l a n d , c a irn -b u ria l has n o t 
b e e n  in  use. I n  1016,  C a n u te , a fte r a  g re a t b a ttle  w ith  E d m u n d  I r o n ­
sid e , th re w  u p  fo u r  h illo c k s to  c o m m e m o ra te  th e  e v e n t, tw o  o f  w h ic h  
w e re  o p e n e d , a n d  p ro d u c e d  g re a t q u a n titie s o f  b o n e s , and  chains lik e  
b rid le  b i t s ;  b u t  e ve n  in  th a t a g e , w e  shall fin d  n o  instance o f  in d iv i­
d u a ls , w h o  d ie d  b y  th e  c o m m o n  visita tio n s o f  n a tu r e , b e in g  b u rie d  
o u t o f  c h u rc h -y a rd s . B a r r o w s  o f  a  la te r date are th e  to m b s o f  slaugh ­
tered a rm ie s , o r set u p  in  m e m o r y  o f  b a ttle s . T h r e e  m o u n d s  w e re  
raised a fte r th e  b a ttle  o f  C u l lo d e n , in 1746.

T h e  m e th o d  o f  b u r ia l a m o n g s t th e  e a rly  S a x o n  Christians in  E n g l a n d , 
w as n e a r ly  th e  sam e as th a t w h ic h  p re va ils  at p re s e n t. T h e  v e n e ra b le  
B e d e  re la te s, th a t as so on as S t . C u t h b e r t  d ie d  o n  F a r n  Is la n d , his 
b o d y  was p u t  in to  a b o a t a n d  ta k e n  to  L i n d i s f a r n e ; w h e re  it  was ta k e n  
u p  b y  a la rg e  co n c o u rse  o f  p e o p le , a n d  b y  c o m p a n ie s o f  sin gers, a n d  
b u rie d  in  a ston e c o ffin , o n  th e  r ig h t side o f  th e  a lta r , in  th e  c h u rc h  o f  
S t . P e te r  * .  S t . B e n e d ic t , the fo u n d e r  o f  th e  m o n a s tr y  o f  M o n k w e a r -  
m o u th  a n d  J a r r o w , was b u rie d  n e a r th e  a lta r o f  th e  c h u rc h  o f  th e  fo r ­
m e r p la c e ; a n d , so m e tim e  a fte r his in te r m e n t, th e  a b b o t H u a e c b e rc t- 
to o k  u p  th e  bones o f  S t . E a s te r w in  a n d  S t. S ig fr id , successors o f  S t. 
B e n e d ic t, a n d  depo sited th e m  n e a r his rem ains f .

# Vit. S. Cudb. t  Bsed. Hist. Abb. Uuirem. & Gyrv,



W e  k n o w , h o w e v e r , th a t D r u id is m  c o n tin u e d  to  lin g e r in  E n g l a n d , 
w ith  g re a t o b s tin a c y , lo n g  a fte r th e  tim e  o f  B e d e ; fo r  a la w  o f C a n u te  
s a y s :— "  P ro h ib e m u s  e tia m  se rio , q u o d  quis a d o re t ig n e m  vel f lu v iu m , 
to rre n s v e l s a x a , v e l a lie u ju s generis a r b o r u m l i g n a .” *  A n d ,  at th e  la t­
te r e n d  o f  th e  s ix th  c e n t u r y , w e  fin d  th a t an in te r d ic t h a d  b e e n  fo u n d  
necessary against sim ila r practices in  F r a n c e : “  V e n e r a to r e s  la p id u m , 
accensores fa c u la r u m , et e xco le n te s sacra fo n tiu m  et a r b o r u m  a d m o - 
n e m u s .” f

H a d  th e  C h e s te rh o p e  c a irn  p ro d u c e d  a n y  o th e r rem ains besides 
these b eads, a d d itio n a l d a ta  m ig h t h a ve  b e e n  a ffo rd e d  to  ju d g e  u p o n  
c o n c e rn in g  th e ir  u se, th e  p e o p le  th e y  h a d  b e lo n g e d  t o , a n d  th e ir  
d a te . A t  first s ig h t, I  t o o k  th e m  fo r  a n  a rm illa  o r  b r a c e le t ;  a n d  h a v e  
so m etim es im a g in e d  th e m  to  h a ve  b e e n  a p e n d a n t, o ne  o f  th a t so rt 
o f  o rn a m e n ts w h ic h  a re a m o n g  th e  c o m m o n  deposits o f  to m b s , a nd  
w h ic h  w e re  n o t  u n c o m m o n ly  suspended u p o n  th e  breasts b o th  o f  m e n  
a n d  w o m e n ;  a n d  at o th e rs , w o r n  o n  th e  fro n ts  o f  h e lm e ts , a n d  o n  the  
b ro w -b a n d s  o f  horses’ b r id le s ;— f  see Judges  v iii . 2 1 .— v i i i . 26.)  B u t  
fr o m  the in fo r m a tio n  c o n ta in e d  in  th e  D u k e  o f  N o r t h u m b e r la n d ’s le t­
te rs , especially fr o m  th e ir  h a v in g  be e n p la c e d  u p o n  a b a r o f  m e ta l, a n d  
h a v in g  p e rfo ra tio n s a b o u t o n e -fo u rth  o f  an in c h  in  d ia m e te r, & c . to  
receive i t ,  I  a m  in c lin e d  to  b e lie v e  th a t th e y  h ave  b e lo n g e d  to  the s w o rd  
o f  a c h ie fta in ;  fo r  th e  m e ta lic  b a r , a n d  th e  largeness o f  th e  p e rfo ra ­
tio n s fo r  re c e iv in g  i t , are su ffic ie n t e vid e nce  th a t t h e y  w e re  o rn a m e n ts  
to  som e th in g  in  w h ic h  c onsiderable s tre n g th  was r e q u i r e d : ind e e d  
th e  b a r  o f  m e ta l, w h ic h  his G r a c e  m e n tio n s , a n d  th e  shape a n d  
le n g th  o f  w h ic h  seem  to  h a ve  d e te rm in e d  his j u d g m e n t , w o u ld , 
I  su pp o se , g r e a tly  assist in  o n e ’s fo r m in g  a n  a c c u ra te  o p in io n  as 
to  th e ir use. I f  th e  b a r b e  lo s t, i t  is u n fo r tu n a te  th a t a d r a w in g  
o f  it  had n o t b e e n  ta k e n , a n d  th a t th e  k in d  o f  m e ta l o f  w h ic h  
it  was co m po se d  had n o t b e e n  ascertained . T h a t  th e  beads w e re  
orn a m e n ts o f  som e k in d  o f  a r m o u r , m a y , I  t h in k , b e  p r e t t y  
s tr o n g ly  de cid e d  u p o n ;  a n d  I  w o u ld  ra th e r a ttr ib u te  th e m  to  a 
S a x o n , a N o r w e g i a n , o r a D a n e  o f  the T e u t o n ic  f a m i l y , th a n  to  a 

*  Wilkins’ Le g . Ang. Sax. p. 1:34. f  Concil Turon. A . D .  567.



p e rso n o f  th e  C e ltic  r a c e ; b u t  I  t h in k  i t  im po ssib le  to  d e te rm in e  
w h e th e r th e y  b e lo n g e d  to  those G e r m a n  trib e s w h o  h a d  se ttle d  in  
B r it a in  lo n g  p r io r  to  Caesar’s t im e , o r t o  those w h o  in u n d a te d  this 
c o u n t r y  a fte r its desertion b y  th e  R o m a n s , a b o u t A .  D .  448.  T h e  
instances I  h a v e  g iv e n  o f  th e  a n t iq u it y  o f  th e  use o f  c a irn s , a n d  o f  
th in  o rn a m e n ts o f  g o ld , in d e e d  s u ffic ie n tly  sh ew  th e  d iffic u lt y  o f  c o m ­
in g  to  a n y  a c c u ra te  c o n c lu sio n  re s p e c tin g  th e ir  d a te . I f  im p le m e n ts  
o f  brass h a d  a c c o m p a n ie d  t h e m , th e  p r o b a b ilit y  w o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  th a t 
th e y  h a d  b e lo n g e d  to  v e r y  e a r ly  s e ttle rs : ir o n  w e a p o n s  w o u ld  h a v e  
b een a n  e vid e n c e  o f  a m o r e  m o d e r n  d a te . I  re p e a t m y  p e rs u a s io n , 
th a t  th e y  h a v e  be e n o rn a m e n ts to  a w e a p o n  o f  som e k i n d ;  a n d , i f  I  
w e re  pressed fo r  a m o re  d e c id e d  d e c la ra tio n  o f  m y  o p in io n , I  s h o u ld  
s a y , th a t th e y  h a d  b e lo n g e d  to  th e  h ilt  o f  a  s w o rd . B u t  as I  a m  
m e r e ly  a t y r o  in  th e  s tu d y  o f  a n tiq u itie s , I  b e g  th a t y o u  w ill  re ce ive  
m y  re m a rk s  w it h  c o nsid e ra ble  d o u b t a n d  h e s ita tio n . I  fe e l disap ­
p o in te d  th a t I  am  u n a b le  to  g iv e  a  d e cid e d  o p in io n  re s p e c tin g  th e  
beads ; b u t  I  a m  sure th a t in  th e  c irc le  o f  y o u r  a c q u a in ta n c e , y o u  w ill  
b e  able to  o b ta in  a n  a c c o u n t o f  th e m  fr o m  persons m u c h  b e tte r 
skille d  in  su ch m a tte rs  th a n  I  a m .

B e lie v e  m e  to  b e , d e a r S i r , y o u r ’s, v e r y  s in c e re ly ,
J O H N  H O D G S O N ,  S e c .

Extract of a letter from the Duke of Northumberland, to Thomas 
Davidson, Esq. of Newcastle upon Tyne.

Sion, 1 6th July, 1815.
M y  D e a r  S i r ,

I  h a v e  re c e iv e d  y o u r  le tte r , in c lo s in g  o n e  fr o m  M r .  H o d g s o n , c o n ­
c e rn in g  th e  g o ld  beads u p o n  th e  b a r , a n d  a m  s o r r y  he c a n n o t g iv e  a  
m o re  d e c id e d  o p in io n  re s p e c tin g  th e m . H e  is p e r fe c tly  c o rre c t as to  
th e  a n tiq u ity  a n d  u n iv e r s a lity  o f  c a irn s. M a n y  e x is t in  C o r n w a l l , b y  
th e  sam e n a m e , a n d  th e  sam e c u s to m  is r ig id ly  p re s e rv e d , o f  th e  pasr
se nge rs, as t h e y  g o  b y ,  flin g in g  u p  a  stone to  a d d  to  th e  h e a p .. C a ir n s , 
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