
p e rso n o f  th e  C e ltic  r a c e ; b u t  I  t h in k  i t  im po ssib le  to  d e te rm in e  
w h e th e r th e y  b e lo n g e d  to  those G e r m a n  trib e s w h o  h a d  se ttle d  in  
B r it a in  lo n g  p r io r  to  Caesar’s t im e , o r t o  those w h o  in u n d a te d  this 
c o u n t r y  a fte r its desertion b y  th e  R o m a n s , a b o u t A .  D .  448.  T h e  
instances I  h a v e  g iv e n  o f  th e  a n t iq u it y  o f  th e  use o f  c a irn s , a n d  o f  
th in  o rn a m e n ts o f  g o ld , in d e e d  s u ffic ie n tly  sh ew  th e  d iffic u lt y  o f  c o m ­
in g  to  a n y  a c c u ra te  c o n c lu sio n  re s p e c tin g  th e ir  d a te . I f  im p le m e n ts  
o f  brass h a d  a c c o m p a n ie d  t h e m , th e  p r o b a b ilit y  w o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  th a t 
th e y  h a d  b e lo n g e d  to  v e r y  e a r ly  s e ttle rs : ir o n  w e a p o n s  w o u ld  h a v e  
b een a n  e vid e n c e  o f  a m o r e  m o d e r n  d a te . I  re p e a t m y  p e rs u a s io n , 
th a t  th e y  h a v e  be e n o rn a m e n ts to  a w e a p o n  o f  som e k i n d ;  a n d , i f  I  
w e re  pressed fo r  a m o re  d e c id e d  d e c la ra tio n  o f  m y  o p in io n , I  s h o u ld  
s a y , th a t th e y  h a d  b e lo n g e d  to  th e  h ilt  o f  a  s w o rd . B u t  as I  a m  
m e r e ly  a t y r o  in  th e  s tu d y  o f  a n tiq u itie s , I  b e g  th a t y o u  w ill  re ce ive  
m y  re m a rk s  w it h  c o nsid e ra ble  d o u b t a n d  h e s ita tio n . I  fe e l disap ­
p o in te d  th a t I  am  u n a b le  to  g iv e  a  d e cid e d  o p in io n  re s p e c tin g  th e  
beads ; b u t  I  a m  sure th a t in  th e  c irc le  o f  y o u r  a c q u a in ta n c e , y o u  w ill  
b e  able to  o b ta in  a n  a c c o u n t o f  th e m  fr o m  persons m u c h  b e tte r 
skille d  in  su ch m a tte rs  th a n  I  a m .

B e lie v e  m e  to  b e , d e a r S i r , y o u r ’s, v e r y  s in c e re ly ,
J O H N  H O D G S O N ,  S e c .

Extract of a letter from the Duke of Northumberland, to Thomas 
Davidson, Esq. of Newcastle upon Tyne.

Sion, 1 6th July, 1815.
M y  D e a r  S i r ,

I  h a v e  re c e iv e d  y o u r  le tte r , in c lo s in g  o n e  fr o m  M r .  H o d g s o n , c o n ­
c e rn in g  th e  g o ld  beads u p o n  th e  b a r , a n d  a m  s o r r y  he c a n n o t g iv e  a  
m o re  d e c id e d  o p in io n  re s p e c tin g  th e m . H e  is p e r fe c tly  c o rre c t as to  
th e  a n tiq u ity  a n d  u n iv e r s a lity  o f  c a irn s. M a n y  e x is t in  C o r n w a l l , b y  
th e  sam e n a m e , a n d  th e  sam e c u s to m  is r ig id ly  p re s e rv e d , o f  th e  pasr
se nge rs, as t h e y  g o  b y ,  flin g in g  u p  a  stone to  a d d  to  th e  h e a p .. C a ir n s , 
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I  a m  assured, lik e w is e  are fre q u e n t a m o n g  th e  Cossacks, in  T a r t a r y ,  
a n d  e v e n  in  parts o f  th e  E a s t  In d ie s , a n d  th e  c u s to m  o f  a d d in g  a stone 
to  th e  c a irn  is also c o n s ta n tly  p ra c tis e d , and  lo o k e d  u p o n  as a  k in d  o f  
re lig io u s d u t y , in  all these d iffe re n t p arts. I t  is th e re fo re  p r o b a b le  
th a t  th e  cairns h a d  th e ir o r ig in  in  th e  east, a n d  ’ tra v e lle d  w e s tw a rd , 
w ith  those h o ld s  w h o  in u n d a te d  E u r o p e , o r  h a v e  b e e n  p re v io u s ly  

'b r o u g h t in to  this island b y  th e  D r u i d s .
A d i e u , d e a r S ir , a n d  b e  assured I  e v e r a m

Y o u r ’ s, m o s t s in c e r e ly , *
N O R T H U M B E R L A N D .

T h o m a s  D a v id s o n ,  E sq . <


