
Communications respecting Implements of ancient Brass. •

O n  th e  18t h  o f  F e b r u a r y , 1815,  M r .  B r u m e ll  p re se n te d  to  th e  S o - 
ic e ty  a n  a n c ie n t s w o rd  b la d e , a c c o m p a n ie d  w it h  th e  fo llo w in g  le tte r 
fr o m  M r s . S t . P a u l , o f  E w a r t ,  in  th e  c o u n t y  o f  N o r t h u m b e r la n d .

Ewart Park, Nov. 14,  1814.
S i r ,

I n  co nse qu e nce  o f  a le tte r m y  son h a d  th e  p le a su re  o f  re c e iv in g  
fr o m  y o u , I  h a ve  fo rw a rd e d  to  y o u  one  o f  th e  sw ords fo u n d  a t E w a r t  
in  th e  b e g in n in g  o f  F e b r u a r y , 1814,  a n d  re q u e st y o u  w ill be_so g o o d  
as to  p re se n t th e  sam e to  th e  A n t i q u a r i a n  S o c ie ty  o f  N e w c a s tle , w h o se  
vie w s t o  pre se rve  a n d  illu s tra te  th e  a n tiq u itie s  o f  th e  c o u n t y  o f  N o r t h 
u m b e rla n d  I  h a v e  m u c h  p le a su re  in  e n d e a v o u r in g  to  p r o m o te .

I  a m , S i r , y o u r  o b e d ie n t h u m b le  s e rv a n t,

To John Brumelt, Esq. ' A N N E  S T .  P A U L . .

M r .  C u l l e y , o f  A k e l d , fa v o u re d  th e  S o c ie ty  w ith  d ra w in g s  o f  t w o  
sw ords fo u n d  n e a r E w a r t ,  a n d  in  a le tte r addressed to  M r .  A d a m s o n , 
d a te d  N o v e m b e r  23,  1814,  gives th e  fo llo w in g  a c c o u n t o f  th e ir dis
c o v e r y  :—

T h e  o rig in a ls , f r o m  w h ic h  these d ra w in g s  w e re  m a d e , w e re  fo u n d
last F e b r u a r y  a t E w a r t  P a r k , n e a r W o o l e r , a n d  are n o w  in  th e
possession o f  M r s . S t . P a u l , th e  L a d y  o f  th e  M a n o r , b y  w hose o b lig in g
p e rm is sio n  these d ra w in g s  w e re  ta k e n . T h e  e a rth  h a v in g  b e e n  tu r n e d
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up to the depth of six inches, on a grassy knowl hitherto unemployed, 
discovered the handles, the blades having’been forced into the earth 
in a perpendicular manner, apparently for the purpose of concealment. 
The earth is a dry gravel, to which may be attributed their fine pre
servation.

W h e t h e r  th e  blades h a v e  b e e n  used as sw o rd s , o r  as p o in ts  to  lo n g  
spears, c a n n o t b e  a sc e rta in e d , as e v e r y  ve stige  o f  th e  m a te ria ls  c o m 
p o s in g  th e  handle s is g o n e . A s  sw ords th e y  are u n w ie ld y  to  th e  a r m , 
a n d  u n fit  e ith e r fo r  c u ttin g  o r p u s h in g  w i t h  a d v a n ta g e .

T h e  c o lo u r  a n d  w e ig h t resem b le o u r  m i x e d  m e ta l, c a lle d  brass ;  b u t  
w h e th e r  possessing th e  sam e c o m p o n e n t p arts can be ascertained b y  
a n a lysis, to  w h ic h  th e re  has b e e n  n o  o p p o r t u n i t y  o f  s u b je c tin g  th e m . 
I  le a v e  to  m o r e  a b le  a n tiq u a rie s  to  d e te rm in e  to  w h a t p e rio d  o r p e o p le  
t h e y  m a y  h a v e  b e lo n g e d . T h e y  d o  n o t possess th a t hardness w h ic h  
w e  are led  to  b e lie v e  th e  ancients c o u ld  im p a r t  to  th a t m e ta l, a n d  
y ie ld  p r e t t y  e a sily to  th e  k n ife . T i m e  m a y , h o w e v e r , h a v e  d e p r iv e d  
th e m  o f - t h a t  q u a li ty . I t  m a y  n o t  be am iss to  m e n tio n , th a t t h e y  
w e re  fo u n d  s u ffic ie n tly  n e a r to  h a v e  b e lo n g e d  to  th e  strag gle rs fr o m  
th e  fa ta l field o f  F l o d d o n , w h o  m ig h t disarm  them selves fo r  a  m o r e  
s p e e d y  flig h t. G r o s e , in  th e  2 n d  v o lu m e  o f  his A n t i q u i t i e s , p a g e  372,  
b e in g  in  th a t p a r t w h e re in  he treats o f  a n c ie n t a r m o u r , describes fo u r  
w e a p o n s  o f  this d e s c rip tio n , a n d  d e n o m in a te s th e m  "  a n c ie n t brass 
sw o rds” .— O n e  was fo u n d  o n  th e  b o rd e rs , th e  p la c e  u n k n o w n ; tw o  in  
D u d d in g s t o n  la k e , a little  w a y  so u th  o f  E d i n b u r g h , u n d e r  w a t e r ; an d  
o n e  n e a r P e e b le s , in  S c o tla n d . T h e y  w e re  in  th e  possession o f  J o h n  
M e .  G o w a n ; E s q . o f  E d i n b u r g h . H e  also g ive s e n g ra v in g s  o f  th e m , in  
p la te  60,  o f  th e  sam e w o r k , w h ic h  b e a r a  p o in te d  re se m b la nc e , in  e v e r y  
re s p e c t, to  th e  su b je c t o f  th e  present m e m o ir .

I  r e m a in , S ir , y o u r  o b e d ie n t s e rv a n t,
MATT. CULLEY.



I n  consequ ence o f  a c o m m u n ic a tio n  fr o m  th e  R e v . J .  H o d g s o n , S e c . 
th e  R e v . W .  W ils o n , R e c t o r  o f  W o ls in g h a m , p e rm itte d  several articles 
o f  a n c ie n t b rass, in  his possession, to  b e  e x h ib ite d  b e fo re  th e  S o c ie ty  
a n d  also fa v o u re d  th e m  w ith  th e  fo llo w in g  le tte rs , addressed to  M r .  
H o d g s o n : —

W o ls in g h a m ,  Qth F e b ru a ry ,  1 8 1 6 .
R e v . S i r ,

I  re c e ive d  th e  fa v o u r  o f  y o u r  le tte r , re q u e s tin g  in fo r m a tio n  respect
in g  som e R o m a n  spear h eads, & c . in  m y  possession. T h e y  w e re  fo u n d  
b y  a  la b o u r e r , u p w a rd s  o f  f o u r  ye a rs  a g o , in  th e  p arish  o f  S ta n h o p e , 
in  th e  c o u n t y  o f  D u r h a m , u n d e r  som e la rg e  ro u g h  stones c a s u a lly  
scattered u p o n  th e  d e c liv ity  o f  a  m o u n t a in , a n d  c o v e rin g  n e a r ly  a n  
acre o f  la n d . T h e  p lac e  is a t a  little  distance fr o m  th e  riv e r  W e a r , o n  
th e  s o u th  side, n e a r a sm all fa rm  house called  H a g - g a t e ;  im m e d ia te ly  
op p o site  to  a  v illa g e  o n  th e  n o r th  sid e , a n d  n e a r th e  r iv e r , c a lle d  E a s t -  
g a te . T h e  p lac e  is w e ll m a r k e d . T h e y  had  p r o b a b ly  b e e n  h id d e n  
th e re  b y  som e d e se rte r, a n d , in  m y  o p in io n , are th e  a rm s , & c . o f  a 
sin gle R o m a n  fo o t s o ld ie r, o n e  o f  th e  v e lite s , co nsistin g  o f  fiv e  spear 
heads o r hastas, in  sequences o f  d iffe re n t size s, p a r t  o f  a s w o rd , fr a g 
m e n ts o f  a  p e c to ra le , o r  b re a st p la te , to g e th e r  w it h  all th e  to o ls o r 
a c c o u tre m e n ts fo r  r e p a ir in g , s h a rp in g , a n d  b u rn is h in g  these arm s. I  
consid er th e m  as g re a t curiosities ;  fo r  I  n e v e r h e a rd  th a t so c o m p le te  
a  set w as e v e r fo u n d  b e fo re  to g e th e r . S in g le  ones h a v e  b e e n  f o u n d , I  
b e lie v e ; a n d  a n tiq u a ria n s  h a ve  g iv e n  such o p in io n s  re s p e c tin g  th e  
uses o f  w h a t th e y  c a lle d  celts, as w e re  n e v e r s a tis fa c to ry to  m e . T h e y  
seem ed to  b e  to o  fa r  fe tc h e d . T h e  p r in c ip le  th a t I  assum ed fo r the 
p u rp o s e  o f  d is c o v e rin g  th e  uses o f  th e  sm a lle r articles w as th is . I  
c o n c e iv e d  th a t a  R o m a n  soldier b e in g  o fte n  a t a, d istance fr o m  c a m p , 
a n d  se ldo m  h a v in g  th e  c o n v e n ie n c e  o f  an a r m o u r e r  o r  a c a rp e n te r to  
re p a ir his arm s w h e n  b r o k e n  o r in ju r e d , w o u ld  be o b lig e d  to  c a r r y  
a b o u t h im  such tools as w o u ld  e n a b le  h im  to  re p a ir th e  lesser accide nts



himself^ and  to  k e e p  th e  arm s in, b r ig h t  o rd e r. I  c o n c e ive  also t h a t , 
these tools w o u ld  b e  m a d e  as lig h t  as p o ssible , consistent w ith  a d u e  
d egre e o f  s tre n g th , a n d  w o u ld  be m a d e  h o llo w  •, th e  sam e to o l se rv in g  
fo r  d iffe re n t p u rp o se s. Y o u  w ill  ju d g e  h o w  fa r these p rin c ip le s a n d  
su p p o sitio n s are illu s tra te d  b y  the fo llo w in g  d e s c rip tio n . A l l  th e  a rti
cles are o f  fin e  brass, h ave  b e e n  cast in  m o u ld s , a n d  th e  tools are 
c o a te d  o v e r w it h  a c u rio u s  m e ta llic  m i x t u r e , th e  in v e n tio n  p r o b a b ly  
lo s t. O n e  in g r e d ie n t I  t h in k  is t in .

F iv e  spears— hastce f o r  zoar o r  chase.
No. Inches* O Z . drs.

1 . S p e a r , p e rfe c t - 9i 9 15
%  D i t t o ,  little  w a n tin g - 8 i '7 3
3 .  D i t t o ,  p e rfe c t - 6 2

4 . D i t t o ,  p e rfe c t - 6 4 1

5 . D i t t o ,  p a r t w a n tin g .
6 . S w o r d , fra g m e n t - S i 2 5
7 . T h e  sh a rp e r, p e rfe c t S i 2 4

T h e  use o f  this is o b v io u s . T h e  spears a n d  e d ge  to o ls h ad  b e e n  shar
p e n e d  b y  i t .  T h e r e  are tw o  holes n e a r ly  to g e th e r on th e  same s id e , 
fo r  h a n g in g  i t  b y  a th o n g  to  th e  b o d y . T h e  sam e side s m o o th e r th a n  
th e  o th e r o n  th a t a c c o u n t. S o m e  a n tiq u a ria n s  supposed th a t these 
in s tru m e n ts  w e re  used b y  th e  p riests, as a  k n ife , fo r  fla y in g  th e  beasts 
fo r  sacrifice. B u t  th a t m etals w e re  used b y  th e  ancients fo r  s h a rp e n in g  
m e tals is c le a r, fr o m  P r o v e r b s  x x v i i .  17— “  I r o n  s h a rp e n e th  i r o n ,”  & c .

]^0# ' Inches. oz. drŝ
8 . C h iss e l, p e rfe c t -  -  -  S J  8 8
9 . D i t t o ,  p a r t  w a n tin g .

1 0 . D i t t o ,  p a r t  w a n tin g .
N .  B .  N o .  8 , 9,  10,  chissels, fo r  f o r m in g  a n d  p o lis h in g  w o o d , w h e n  

n e w  shafts w e re  w a n tin g  fo r  spears, & c . A  th o n g  was p r o b a b ly  p u t  
th r o u g h  th e  lo o p  o r e a r, a n d  suspended to  the b o d y . I t  is singular^ 
th a t o n e  side o f  m o st o f  th e m  is sm o o th e r th a n  th e  o th e r , as i f  b y  such
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su sp e n s io n . I  d o  n o t  th in k  it  c o u ld  h a p p e n  fr o m  th a t sid e  b e in g  

u n d e r m o s t  w h e n  f o u n d ;  b e c a u s e  th e  sp e a rs  a n d  t o o ls ,  w it h o u t  lo o p s , a re  

n o t  so . I  a m  still m o r e  c o n f ir m e d  in  m y  o p in io n  o f  th is b e in g  u s e d  

as a  t o o l ,  fr o m  r e c o l le c t in g  th a t  it  d o e s  n o t  a p p e a r  a m o n g  t h e  R o m a n  

a r m s , e ith e r  in  th e  T r a ja n  o r  A n t o n i n e  p illa r . T h i s  in s tr u m e n t  a n d  

th e  R o m a n  sp e a r  h ead s a re  c o m m o n l y  fo u n d  to g e t h e r .

N o . Inch es, o z . drs.

1 1 . B u r n is h e r  fo r  sh ie ld , b r o k e n  a n d  s o m e  w a n t in g  4 f  1 1 3

a n d  e x a c t ly  fits th e  s p a c e  b e t w e e n  th e  b o sse s  o r  b u tt o n s  o f  th e  sh ie ld .  

I  c o n c e iv e  a lso , th a t  th is  h a d  b e e n  u se d  as a  b o t t le  t o  h o ld  o il  fo r  

b u r n is h in g . T h e  c a v it y  is la r g e , a n d  e x te n d s  th e  w h o le  le n g t h . I  

-was c o n fir m e d  in  th a t o p in io n  b y  th e  fo l lo w in g  c i r c u m s t a n c e :— W h e n  

fo u n d , th e  c lo s e  e n d  w a s  s m o o th , a n d  th e  e d g e s  sh a r p , w ith o u t  a n y  

a p p e a r a n c e  o f  f r a c t u r e ;  b u t ,  o n  e x a m in in g  w ith  a  k n ife , I  p ic k e d  o u t  

s o m e  s t r o n g  c e m e n t , lik e  p u t t y ,  w h ic h  p lu g g e d  u p  a  c o n c e a le d  h o le .  

T h i s  c e m e n t , I  s u p p o s e , h a d  b e e n  p u t  in  to  m a k e  it  h o ld  a  liq u id .  

T h e  t o o l h a d  c e r t a in ly  b e e n  m u c h  u s e d  s in c e  it  w a s p u t  i n , as th a t  

p a r t  w a s  as s m o o th  as th e  o th e r  p a rts .

N o . Inch es. o z .  drs.

1 2 . B u r n is h e r  fo r  s p e a r s , p e r fe c t  -  2J  1 9

T h e  g r o o v e  o f  w h ic h  fits u p o n  th e  rib s o f  th e  sp e a r s , a n d  th e  c o n v e x  

p a r t  o p p o s ite  fits th e  h o llo w s  b e t w e e n  t h e  rib s a n d  th e  fe a th e rs . T h is  

o p in io n  w a s  c o n fir m e d  b y  o b s e r v in g  th e  c o a t in g  o f  th e  g r o o v e  a n d  th a t  

o f  th e  o p p o s ite  c o n v e x  t o  b e  m u c h  th in n e r , as i f  b y  r u b b in g , w h ils t  

th e  c o a t in g  o f  th e  sides o f  th e  g r o o v e  w e r e  v e r y  th ic k , a n d  fu r th e r  

p r o v e d  b y  d r illin g  s m a ll h o le s  in  th e  c o a t in g .

■No. In ch e s . o z . drs.

1 3 . B u r n is h e r  fo r  so c k e ts  a n d  fe a th e r s  o f  sp e a rs  ^  g  j j  

a n d  s w o r d s , b r o k e n  a n d  s o m e  w a n t in g  j

A  p a r t  o f  o n e  o f  th e  s o c k e ts  b u rn ish e d  b y  it , to  sh e w  th e  e ffe c t . I t  

p e r fo r m s  th a t  o ffic e  w e ll . I t  m ig h t  a lso  o c c a s io n a lly  b e  u se d  as a  

-sta k e (sm a ll a n v il) , o r  s o m e tim e s  a s  a  h a m m e r .



1 4 . P e c t o r a le , o r  b r e a st  p la t e , a  fe w  fr a g m e n ts , th e  re st  lo st. T h e  

e d g e s  o f  b o t h  th e  h o le s  a re  r o u n d  a n d  h o l lo w  o n  b o t h  s id es . A  t h o n g  

o r  sm a ll c h a in  h a d  p r o b a b ly  b e e n  p u t  th r o u g h  t h e m , a n d  h u n g  r o u n d  

t h e  n e c k , lik e  th e  g o r g e t  o f  a  B r it ish  o ffic e r . I t  m ig h t  b e  in  t w o  p a rts  

t o  c o v e r  e a c h  b re a st .

-I a m , R e v . S ir , y o u r  o b e d ie n t  h u m b le  se r v a n t ,

T o  t h e  R e v .  J .  H o d g s o n ,  J a r r o w .  W .  W I L S O N .

W o l s i n g h a m ,  29 th  F e b r u a r y ,  1 8 1 6 .

R e v . S i r ,

A s  th e  c a r r ie r  is g o i n g  s o o n  I  h a v e  li t t le  t im e  t o  a n s w e r  th e  fa v o u r  

o f  y o u r ’s , a n d  to  r e tu rn  y o u  th a n k s fo r  y o u r  o b s e r v a tio n s  a n d  q u o t a 

t io n  fr o m  H o m e r ,  & c .  o! o/*<pa.hoi kow«rirq>o« KtvKoi m ig h t  b e  tr a n s la te d , stu d s  

w h ite  w ith  t i n ;  w h ic h  c o n f ir m s  o u r  id e a  o f  th a t m e t a l b e in g  u s e d  b y  

th e  a n c ie n ts  in  th e  fo r m a t io n  o f  th e ir  a rm s . T h e  e d ito r  o f  m y  L i v y  

h a s g iv e n  th is  n o t e  o n  th e  p a s s a g e  y o u  a llu d e  t o ,  r e s p e c t in g  th e  a rm s  

o f  th e  R o m a n  v e lite s — “  H a s t is  v e lita r ib u s  in e s t .”  H a sta e  v e lita r e s  

e r a n t  ja c u la t o r is e , id  e st , q u ib u s  e m in u s  ja c u la b a n t u r , p r o in d e  le v i -  

o r e s . T h e  s le e v e  o f  m a il  a r m o u r  I  h a v e  se n t y o u ,  w a s  fo u n d  fif ty  o r  

s i x t y  y e a r s  a g o , I  b e lie v e  in  H a t h e r b u r n  C a v e , n e a r  S t a n h o p e ;  a  c a v e  

th a t  e x t e n d s , it  is sa id , a  m ile  in  le n g t h . I  b e lie v e  it  to  b e  R o m a n .  

P r o b a b ly  t h e  s le e v e  o f  w o v e n  b ra ss  w ir e  is N o r m a n , a n d , I  th in k ,  

w h a t  t h e y  c a l le d  a v a n t  b ra s . I t  w a s fo u n d  u n d e r  th e  th a tc h  o f  a n  o ld  

h o u s e  a t  W o ls i n g h a m , a b o u t  te n  y e a r s  a g o .

I  a m , R e v .  S ir , y o u r  o b e d ie n t  h u m b le  se r v a n t ,

R e v .  J .  H o d g s o n .  W .  W I L S O N .


