
An Account o f a Roman Station, near Glanton, Northumberland, in a 
Letter from  JOHN SMART, Esq. o f Trewitt, to the Rev. JOHN 
H o d g s o n , Secretary.

Trewitt House, January 10th, 1822.
M y d ear  Sir ,

I  HAVE great pleasure in, com m unicating to our Society of A ntiquaries 
the discovery that I  have made of a Rom an Station, which I  consider 
to he  the “ Alauna Amnis," of the 4th I t e r  of R ichard of Cirencester, 
placed by  D r. Stukeley at A lnw ick ; though others suppose tha t the 
village of G lanton occupies tha t station. I t  is situated at Crawley 
Tow er, which, with the farm offices, occupies its east angle. I t  is on 
a considerable eminence, about 400 yards east o f W atling-street, be
tween the village of G lanton and the river Bremish. I t  is 290 feet long, 
160 feet broad, and is surrounded by a foss of 30 feet wide, and an 
agger of 20 feet thick. I t  commands a most delightful view of the 
vale of W hittingham , and nearly  the whole length of the Bremish from 
its source to H orton C astle ; and certainly the immediate neighbour
hood is the best fortified in ** ancient Britain,” as from the station can 
be seen no less than seven strong British and Saxon camps, several of 
which have triple ram p arts; nam ely, H arehill, near B ew ick; Brough- 
law, by. Ingram  ; the gorge of the Bremish, above ditto, through 
which the Britons m ust have passed when they  quitted their strongly 
fortified town at the foot of Greenshaw H ill, between Linhope and 
H arts id e ; the Clinch H ill, Callaly Castle H ill, and Cross H ill, Black
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Chester and the Castle H ill above Alnham . T h e  farthest distance of 
these from the station is about four miles. T he church at Alnham is 
built in the site of a small Rom an camp, which most probably has been 
for a C enturion’s guard, to  pro tect their herds of cattle when grazing 
during sum m er in the rich pastures on the bank of the river A in above 
W hittingham . I  observed several small camps above R othbury, be
longing to the Britons and Saxons, which m ust have been appropri
ated  to a similar purpose. W ith  respect to Richard of Cirencester’s 
Itinerary , as it relates to the Rom an province of V alentia, I  am con
firmed in the idea tha t his “  Alauna Amnis,” in his 4th  Ite r, is the sta
tion' at Crawley Tow er, as the eminence on which I  found it, declines 
down both to the rivers A in and B rem ish; bu t in order to elucidate 
m y opinion, I  will transcribe a part o f that Ite r, only prem ising that 
Richard had a very im perfect knowledge of the eastram etation of the 
Romans, along the eastern branch of W atling-street, as he omits four 
between Ad Murum  and Alauna Amne, viz. at Bolam, T hornton , Brink- 
burn  Priory, and Fram lington H a lf H il l ; bu t his knowledge of the  
western branch, through the same province, is perfectly correct, and 
which is seen by  uniting  a p art of the 5th  and 9th Iters.

Part o f the 4 th Iter.
Intras Maximam Casariensem. 
Vinovio,
Epiaco,
A d Murum,

Binchester.
Ebchester.
Portgate.

Trans Murum intras Valentiam Brinkburn Priory. 
Fram lington Hall H ill. 
Crawley Tower.Alauna Amne,

, Tueda Flumine, 
■' ■ Ad Vallum, Falkirk.



Corstoplio, Corbridge.
Bremenio, Riechester.
A d Fines, Chew G reen.
Curia, N ear Jed bu rgh .
Trimontio, Eildon Hills.
Gadanica, Channel Kirk.
Corio, (Q uery ?) Edinburgh.
Ad Vallum, - , Falkirk.

I  remain, m y dear Sir,
Y our’s, very respectfully,

JO H N  SM A R T.


