
S T A T U T E S
OF

THE ANTIQUARIAN SOCIETY
OF

N E W C A S T L E  U P O N  T Y N E .

IN S T IT U T E D  J A N U A R Y , 1813.

T h e  Antiquarian Society of Newcastle upon Tyne was established 
on the 6th day of February, 1813 ; when the purport of its Institution was 
declared to be “ Inquiry into antiquities in general, but especially into 
those of the north of England, and of the counties of Northumberland, 
Cumberland, and Durham, in particular.” The following Code of Statutes 
was adopted for the regulation of the Society:—

I .  T h e  S o c i e t y  sh a ll c o n s is t  o f  O r d in a r y ,  C o r r e s p o n d in g , a n d  H o n o r a r y  M e m b e r s .  T h e  

n u m b e r  o f  O r d in a r y  M e m b e r s  l im it e d  t o  o n e  h u n d r e d  ; th e  n u m b e r  o f  C o r r e s p o n d in g  a n d  

H o n o r a r y  M e m b e r s  u n lim ite d . T h e  c a n d id a te s  f o r  a d m is s io n  as O r d in a r y  M e m b e r s  s h a ll 

b e  p r o p o s e d  a t  a  r e g u la r  m e e t in g  b y  a t  le a s t  t h r e e  M e m b e r s ,  a n d  b a l lo t t e d  f o r  a t  th e  n e x t  

s u c c e e d in g  m e e t i n g ; t h r e e - fo u r th s  o f  th e  M e m b e r s  p r e s e n t  t o  c o n f ir m  th e  a d m is s io n  o f  th e  

c a n d id a te . T h e  e le c t io n  o f  C o r r e s p o n d in g  a n d  H o n o r a r y  M e m b e r s  sh a ll b e  s u b je c t  t o  th e  

s a m e  re g u la t io n s  as  th e  e le c t io n  o f  O r d in a r y  M e m b e r s ,  e x c e p t i n g  th a t  t h e y  m a y  b e  b a l lo t 

t e d  f o r  th e  s a m e  m e e t in g  a t  w h ic h  t h e y  a r e  p r o p o s e d .  T w e l v e  M e m b e r s  t o  fo r m  a  c o n 

s t itu t io n .

I I .  P e r s o n s  r e s id in g  w ith in  th e  t o w n  a n d  c o u n t y  o f  N e w c a s t l e  u p o n  T y n e ,  t h e  c o u n t ie s  o f  

N o r t h u m b e r la n d , D u r h a m , o r  C u m b e r la n d , sh a ll n o t  b e  e l ig ib le  as  C o r r e s p o n d in g  M e m b e r s .

I I I .  T h e  O ff ic e r s  o f  th e  S o c i e t y  to  c o n s is t  o f  a  P a t r o n , o n e  P r e s id e n t , t h r e e  V i c e - P r e s i 

d e n ts , t w o  S e c r e ta r ie s ,  o n e  T r e a s u r e r , a n d  a  C o u n c i l  o f  s ix .  T h e  o f f ic e  o f  P a t r o n  t o  

c o n t in u e  f o r  l i f e ,  th e  o t h e r  O ff ic e r s  t o  b e  a n n u a lly  e l e c t e d  o u t  o f  th e  C la s s  o f  O r d in a r y  

M e m b e r s  b y  w r it t e n  lists  t o  b e  d e l iv e r e d  b y  t h e  M e m b e r s  in  p e r s o n  a t  th e  A n n iv e r s a r y  

M e e t in g .  T h e s e  O ff ic e r s  t o  h a v e  c h a r g e  o f  th e  p r o p e r t y  o f  th e  S o c i e t y ,  a n d  a n y  f iv e , t o  

b e  c o m p e t e n t  t o  a c t .



I V .  T h e  in t e r e s t  o f  e a c h  M e m b e r  in  t h e  fu n d s  a n d  p r o p e r t y  o f  t h e  S o c i e t y  t o  c o n t in u e  

s o  l o n g  o n ly  a s  h e  sh a ll r e m a in  a  M e m b e r ,  a n d  th e  p r o p e r t y  sh a ll n e v e r  b e  s o ld  o r  o t h e r 

w is e  d is p o s e d  o f  ( e x c e p t  in  t h e  c a s e  o f  d u p l ic a te s  h e r e in a f t e r  m e n t io n e d ) ,  s o  l o n g  as th e r e  

r e m a in  M e m b e r s  s u ff ic ie n t  t o  fo r m  a  c o n s t i t u t i o n ; b u t  s h o u ld  th e  M e m b e r s  b e  r e d u c e d  b e 

lo w  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  t w e lv e ,  a n d  s o  r e m a in  fo r  t w e lv e  c a le n d a r  m o n t h s  th e n  n e x t  fo l lo w in g ,  

t h e  fu n d s  a n d  p r o p e r t y  o f  th e  S o c i e t y  sh a ll b e  d e l iv e r e d  u n to  a n d  v e s t  in  th e  o ld e s t  S o c i e t y  

o f  A n t iq u a r ie s  in  G r e a t  B r ita in .

V .  E a c h  O r d in a r y  a n d  C o r r e s p o n d in g  M e m b e r  t o  p a y  a n  a d m is s io n  f e e  o f  t w o  g u in e a s , 

a n d  e a c h  O r d in a r y  M e m b e r  t o  p a y  a n  a n n u a l s u b s c r ip t io n  o f  o n e  g u in e a , c o m m e n c in g  a t  

t h e  A n n iv e r s a r y  M e e t in g  in  1814#.

V I .  T h e  M e e t in g s  o f  t h e  S o c i e t y  t o  b e  h e ld  in  t h e  S o c i e t y 's  r o o m ,  a t  6  o 'c l o c k  in  th e  

e v e n in g ,  o n  th e  fir s t  W e d n e s d a y  in  e v e r y  m o n t h  ; a n d  t h e  A n n iv e r s a r y  M e e t i n g  a t  t w e lv e  

o ’ c l o c k  in  th e  d a y ,  a t  th e  s a m e  p la c e ,  o n  t h e  fir s t  W e d n e s d a y  in  J a n u a r y .

V I I .  A l l  p a p e r s  t o  b e  r e a d  in  t h e  o r d e r  o f  t h e ir  d a te s . I f  a n y  M e m b e r  d e c l in e s  r e a d in g  

h is  o w n  p a p e r , a n y  o t h e r  M e m b e r  m a y  b e  a l lo w e d  t o  r e a d  i t ; b u t  s u c h  as  a re  t o  b e  r e a d  b y  

t h e  S e c r e t a r ie s  sh a ll b e  s e n t  t o  t h e m  a  m o n t h  p r e v io u s  t o  t h e ir  b e in g  la id  b e fo r e  th e  S o 

c i e t y .

V I I I .  T h r e e  C e n s o r s  t o  b e  a n n u a lly  c h o s e n  b y  t h e  O ff ic e r s  o u t  o f  t h e  O r d in a r y  M e m b e r s ,  

t o  w h o m  s h a ll b e  in t r u s t e d  t h e  c h a r g e  o f  r e v is in g  a n d  p r in t in g  a ll s u c h  p a p e r s  a n d  c o m m u 

n ic a t io n s  as th e  O ff ic e r s  m a y  a d m it  in t o  th e  T r a n s a c t io n s  o f  th e  S o c i e t y .

I X .  A l l  d o n a t io n s  t o  t h e  S o c i e t y  t o  b e  r e g u la r ly  r e c o r d e d  in  a  b o o k  k e p t  f o r  th a t  p u r 

p o s e ,  d e s c r ib in g  a t  l e n g t h  t h e ir  n a tu r e , w h e n  a n d  w h e r e  d i s c o v e r e d ,  th e  d o n o r s ’ n a m e s , 

& c .  A n d  a ll d u p l ic a te s  o f  C o in s , B o o k s ,  & c . ,  t o  b e  a t  th e  d is p o s a l o f  th e  O ff ic e r s , f o r  th e  

b e n e f i t  o f  th e  S o c i e t y  a t  la r g e .

X .  E a c h  M e m b e r  o n  h is  a d m is s io n  sh a ll s ig n  th e  S t a t u t e s ; b u t  a n y  O r d in a r y  M e m b e r ,  

m a y , o n  p r o d u c in g  a n d  le a v in g  th e  a u t h o r it y  b y  l e t t e r  f o r  it , s ig n  t h e m  f o r  s u c h  M e m b e r s  

as  c a n n o t  c o n v e n ie n t ly  a t t e n d  a t  t h e  t im e  o f  t h e ir  a d m is s io n .

X I .  N o  a lte r a t io n  sh a ll b e  m a d e  in  t h e  S ta tu te s , e x c e p t  a t  t h e  A n n iv e r s a r y  M e e t in g  in  

J a n u a r y . A n d  e v e r y  a lte r a t io n  in t e n d e d  t o  b e  t h e n  p r o p o s e d ,  m u s t  b e  p u l i c l y  a n n o u n c e d  

a n d  in s e r t e d  in  th e  T r a n s a c t io n s  a t  a  m e e t in g  p r e v io u s  t o  t h e  G e n e r a l  M e e t in g .

X I I .  A n d  la s t ly ,— W e ,  t h e  u n d e r s ig n e d  M e m b e r s ,  o b l ig e  o u r s e lv e s  t o  o b s e r v e  a n d  fu lfi l  

th e  a b o v e  S ta tu te s , a n d  c o n fo r m  o u r s e lv e s  t o  a ll th e  fu t u r e  R u le s  a n d  R e g u la t io n s , w h ic h  

m a y  b e  m a d e  b y  th e  S o c i e t y  a n d  r e g u la r ly  e n t e r e d  in  t h e ir  M in u t e  B o o k .— T h e  M e m b e r s  

s ig n  a  c o p y  o f  t h e  a b o v e  S ta tu te s  p la c e d  a t  t h e  c o m m e n c e m e n t  o f  t h e  S o c i e t y 's  T r a n s a c 

t io n  B o o k .

It having appeared advisable that certain alterations should be made in 
this Code of Statutes, the following alterations have, from time to time, 
been made at anniversary meetings :—

January 5 ,  1 8 1 4 .— I .  T h a t  e v e r y  n e w  M e m b e r  sh a ll c o n fo r m  t o  th e  S ta tu te s  o f  th is  

S o c i e t y ,  w ith in  f o u r  o f  i t s  m e e t in g s  a fte r  h is  e l e c t i o n ,  o r  s u c h  e le c t i o n  t o  b e  v o id .



I L  T h a t  a ll d o n a t io n s  t o  th e  S o c i e t y  b e  p r e s e n t e d  t h r o u g h  th e  C o u n c i l .

I I I .  T h a t  t h e  C o u n c i l  b e  in c r e a s e d  f r o m  s ix  t o  t w e lv e .

I V .  T h a t  a t  t h e  t im e  o f  b a l lo t in g  f o r  a n y  g e n t le m a n  as a  M e m b e r  o f  th is  S o c i e t y ,  o n e  

o f  t h e  g e n t le m e n  w h o  p r o p o s e d  h im  s h a ll b e  p r e s e n t , a n d  in  c a s e  o f  h is  e l e c t i o n ,  p a y  h is  

a d m is s io n  f e e  a n d  s u b s c r ip t io n .

January 4 ,  1 8 1 5 .— “  T h a t  th e  C o n s t itu t io n  b e  r e d u c e d  f r o m  t w e lv e  t o  e ig h t  M e m b e r s .”

January 5 ,  1 8 2 0 .— “  T h a t  th e  4 th  R u l e  d o  e n d  a t  t h e  w o r d  c m e n t io n e d , ’  a n d  th a t  th e  

r e m a in d e r  b e  e x p u n g e d .”

January 2 ,  1 8 2 2 .— “  T h a t  th e  C o n s t itu t io n  b e  r e d u c e d  f r o m  e ig h t  M e m b e r s  t o  s ix . ”

January 1 , 1 8 2 3 .— “  T h a t  t h e  o r ig in a l fo u r th  S ta tu te  d o  s ta n d  s o  fa r  a s  th e  w o r d s — ‘ b e 

l o w  th e  n u m b e r  o f a n d  th a t  th e  fo l l o w in g  a d d it io n  b e  m a d e  t h e r e t o  in s te a d  o f  s u c h  o r ig in a l  

f o u r th  S t a t u t e :— ‘  S ix ,  a n d  so  r e m a in  f o r  t w e lv e  c a le n d a r  m o n th s  t h e n  n e x t  fo l lo w in g ,  t h e  

fu n d s  a n d  p r o p e r t y  o f  t h e  S o c i e t y  sh a ll b e  d e l iv e r e d  u n to  a n d  b e c o m e  t h e  p r o p e r t y  o f  th e  

L i t e r a r y  a n d  P h i lo s o p h ic a l  S o c i e t y  o f  N e w c a s t le  u p o n  T y n e ,  i f  th a t  S o c i e t y  b e  th e n  in  e x 

i s t e n c e  ; a n d  s h o u ld  th a t  S o c i e t y  n o t  b e  in  e x i s t e n c e ,  th a t  t h e n  th e  s a m e  b e  d e l iv e r e d  t o ,  

a n d  b e c o m e  t h e  p r o p e r t y  o f ,  th e  M a y o r  a n d  C o r p o r a t io n  o f  N e w c a s t le  u p o n  T y n e . ”

“  T h a t  o n e  h u n d r e d  M e m b e r s  h a v in g  n o w  b e e n  e l e c t e d  t o  th is  S o c i e t y ,  a n y  n e w  M e m b e r  

t o  b e  e l e c t e d  w ill o n ly  b e  e n t i t le d  t o  s u c h  p u b l ic a t io n s  a s  m a y  b e  p r in t e d  a fte r  h is  e l e c t i o n ; 

b u t  m a y  p u r c h a s e  a n y  o f  t h e  p r e v io u s  p u b l ic a t io n s  a t  th e  s a m e  p r i c e  as  th e  s a m e  a re  f u r 

n is h e d  t o  th e  b o o k s e l le r s .”

January 5 ,  1 8 2 5 .— “  T h a t  a fte r  th e  n e x t  A n n iv e r s a r y  M e e t i n g  th e  M e m b e r s  d in e  t o g e 

t h e r , a n d  th a t  th e  C o m m it t e e  f o r  th e  y e a r  ta k e  th e  m a n a g e m e n t  o f  p r o v id in g  f o r  s u c h  d in n e r .”

January 4 ,  1 8 2 6 .— “  T h a t  n o  M e m b e r  sh a ll b e  e n t i t le d  t o  ta k e  b o o k s  o u t  o f  th e  S o c i e t y ’ s  

L ib r a r y ,  u n til h is  s u b s c r ip t io n  in  a d v a n c e  f o r  th e  c u r r e n t  y e a r  b e  p a i d ; a n d  i f  a n y  M e m b e r  

s h a ll su ffer  h is  s u b s c r ip t io n  t o  r e m a in  u n p a id  fo r  t h r e e  s u c c e s s iv e  y e a r s , h is  n a m e , a t  t h e  

e n d  o f  th r e e  m o n t h s , sh a ll b e  e r a s e d  f r o m  th e  l is t  o f  M e m b e r s  in  th e  b o o k s  o f  th e  S o c i e t y ; 

a n d  h e  sh a ll b e  r e q u ir e d  t o  d e l iv e r  u p  h is  d ip lo m a ;  a n d  fu r th e r , th a t  a  c o p y  o f  th is  R e s o 

lu t io n  b e  s e n t  t o  th e  u su a l p la c e  o f  r e s id e n c e  o f  e v e r y  M e m b e r  o f  th is  S o c i e t y . ”

January 3 ,  1 8 2 7 .— “  T h a t  t h e  M o n t h ly  M e e t in g s  o f  th e  S o c i e t y  b e  a d v e r t is e d  t o  b e  h e ld  

a t  7  o ’ c l o c k  in s te a d  o f  6  o ’ c l o c k  in  th e  e v e n in g ,”

January 2 ,  1 8 2 8 .— “  T h a t  in  o r d e r  t o  s e c u r e  ( a s  w a s  th e  in te n t io n  o f  t h e  S o c i e t y ) ,  th a t  

a ll b o o k s  b e lo n g in g  to  th e  S o c i e t y  sh a ll b e  in  t h e  L ib r a r y  d u r in g  th e  M o n t h ly  M e e t in g s ,  a  

f in e  o f  o n e  s h i ll in g  f o r  e a c h  b o o k  n o t  b r o u g h t  in  a t  s u c h  m e e t in g s  b e  im p o s e d  u p o n  t h o s e  

M e m b e r s  w h o  h o ld  s u c h  b o o k s  a t  th e  t im e , a n d  a  fu r th e r h  n e  o f  s ix p e n c e  e a c h  w e e k  a f t e r -



wards, and that for the purpose of examination, all books be returned to the Library on 
the Wednesday preceding the Anniversary, to remain until after the meeting of that day, 
under a fine of two shillings and sixpence*”

Also,—“ That not more than two volumes of any work be allowed to go to any Member 
at one time; and that the Abbey Churches, Vertue’s Plates, the Vetusta Monumenta, 
Gregson’s Proofs for the History of Lancashire, &c., and all manuscrips, do not circulate 
without leave of the Council, obtained at a meeting-”

January 6, 1830.*—“ That the number of Ordinary Members be extended from one hun
dred to one hundred and fifty:—That the Council have power to mitigate or remit fines in 
particular cases; that all books be returned to the library a fortnight previous to every an
niversary meeting, under a penalty of two shillings and sixpence ; and that no books be 
taken out during that fortnight, and that the rule as to fines for not returning books gene
rally be altered, so that the fine will attach if the books are not returned by half-past six 
o’clock on the nights of meeting.”

October 2, 1831.—At a meeting this evening, it was P r o p o s e d * — 1“ That notice be given 
that the Anniversary Meeting be in future held on the first Wednesday in February instead 
of the first Wednesday in January, which was afterwards moved and carried.”

February 6, 1833.—"  That the Council shall meet every first Wednesday of the month, 
at 7 o’clock, attend to the entries in the Recommendation Book, and keep a record of their 
transactions to lie on the table for the inspection of all the Members of the Society.”

“ That the election shall take place after the annual report shall be considered, by which 
order of proceeding it will appear whether the Members in the direction have so attended
to the affairs of the Society as to make it advisable to re-elect them.”

>

February 3, 1836.—“ That in future the anniversary Meetings be held on the Monday 
preceding the anniversary Meetings,of the Literary and Philosophical Society.”

—“ That four of the Council who have attended the Meetings of the Society the least 
frequently, be ineligible for the succeeding year.”

February 6, 1837.—“ That the Monthly Meetings of the Council and of the Society be 
held on the same evenings as. those of the Literary and PhUososophical Society, and that 
the Chair be taken at half-past 6 o’clock precisely.”

February 3, 1840__ “ That the attendance of four Members at the Monthly Meeting,
should be sufficient to constitute a meeting.”

“ That Members hereafter elected may have the option of paying the admission fee of £2- 
2s., and receiving such books published by the Society as they would be entitled to on suck 
payment, or of paying merely the annual subscription of £1. Is., and not receiving them..”


