
A R C H A E O L O G I A  A E L I A N A

I. A Letter to J am es  L osh , Esq. one o f  the Vice-Presidents o f  the Antiquarian 
Society, o f  Newcastle upon Tyne, containing an Inquiry into the A ge o f  
the Porch o f  St. M argarefs Church, Y ork, by J. M a c G r e g o r , Esq.

SIR,
In addressing you, and, through you, a Society, already distinguished 
for the learning and talents of its Members, I am aware, that an ample 
apology is due from one, who is, as yet, a stranger in this walk of 
literature, and, consequently, but ill qualified to do justice to the 
subject he has undertaken. Having no pretensions, then, to the skill 
of an Antiquary, it may be proper to state, that I became acquainted 
with the present, while in pursuit of another, object of study, upon whic,h 
it promised to throw some light. For this purpose, it was necessary to 
ascertain its history, and, with this view, the principal works on 
British Antiquities were consulted, but without effect, I was thus 
reduced to the necessity of endeavouring to supply this deficiency 
myself the best way I could, in order to reap the expected and desired 
advantage. I had not, however, proceeded far in my new labour, until 
I perceived, that, from a collateral, it claimed to be considered as a 
primary object of research; in consequence of which it was reserved 
for a future and more particular consideration, the result of which I 
have now the honour to lay before you.

Its claims must be considered important indeed, if they be really such 
as they appear to me—no less than an antiquity of sixteen centuries,



and a pre-eminence in beauty over all the specimens of British Roman 
art, which have come down to our times.

To vindicate such pretensions was certainly worth any man’s while, 
to whom they appeared well founded. Success would secure to him 
the merit of having filled up a desideratum in the history of British 
monuments, and the attempt would, at all events, have the effect of 
bringing into more prominent notice a beautiful relic of past ages, which 
has hitherto languished in comparative obscurity.

But I must confess that I had another motive to encourage me in the 
prosecution of this subject, which was the opportunity it afforded of 
completing the history of the Signs of the Zodiac, the first part of which 
I had the honour of submitting to another learned Society, in which 
you hold an equally distinguished rank.

In discussions like the present, the professed object of investigation 
frequently derives additional importance, from its furnishing a centre for 
adapting and connecting scattered fragments of antiquity, which united 
may diffuse light and order through the most abstruse subjects of ancient 
history. Accordingly, availing myself of the matter broughtforward in the 
progress of research, I have the satisfaction of having been able to accom
modate it to the elucidation of two important points of inquiry at the same 
time, and thus to give to the following pages all the interest in my power.

In many parts notes are added, where the points under immediate 
consideration appeared to require further illustration, or suggested 
matter of consequence, which could neither, with propriety, be introduced 
into the text, nor omitted altogether.

Upon the whole, I trust the intention will redeem the imperfections 
of a performance, which, although but a sketch, I am sensible, requites 
the strongest recommendation to the indulgence of a Society for whose 
judgment I entertain the highest respect.

Individually, I beg to assure you, that I am, Sir,
With great esteem,

Your very obedient Servant,
J. MACGREGOR.



S t .  M a r g a r e t ’ s C h u r c h  is situatecfbn the north side of Walmgate, 
in the city 6f York, behind a line of mean houses, which occupy a space 
nearly equi-distant between Foss-Bridge and Walmgate-Bar. The 
ancient porch, attached to this very humble and comparatively modern 
building, is composed of several retiring arches, which, as they recede, 
contract in height and span, from about twelve feet in height, and nine 
in width,, (a rough estimate of the size of the exterior semicircle,) to 
the dimensions of a common door. The arches are supported by 
corresponding pillars, from whose capitals they spring, which, together 
with the faces of the arches, are beautifully carved in what is commonly 
called the Saxon manner.

To save myself the difficulty of a minute description, I beg to refer 
to an engraving of this porch in Drake’s Antiquities o f York, which is 
the best representation of it now extant,* although I must not forget to 
mention, that the signs of the Zodiac, with which the face of the 
exterior afch is decorated, are, in regard to their position on the porch,- 
reversed in the print, owing, probably, to an error of the engraver.

The tout ensemble is very striking; as a specimen of art it is beautiful, 
and the accompanying air of antiquity, which adds dignity to grace, 
secures for it unqualified admiration. The most casual glance is suffi
cient to detect indications of its belonging to a period anterior to the 
conquest, for both its contour and costume forbid the supposition of its 
construction in times posterior to the Norman improvement in British 
architecture.

We are thus enabled, at once, to circumscribe our inquiries within 
the period of the Roman and Saxon occupation of this country; and to 
determine to which of these two it belongs, is all that I purpose by the 
following investigation.

It has been observed by a distinguished writer and antiquary, that it 
is at all times difficult, in the absence of historical information, to assign,, 
with any certainty, the true dates of buildings of antiquity, or from the
1 * Since this paper was written, I have seen a good engraving of this porch by Mr. Cave, Engraver,, 
Stone-gate, York. It is taken evidently from Mr. Drake’s plate, but much enlarged.



peculiarity of their remains to fix the period of construction. But, in 
the present instance, this difficulty is much increased, by there being, 
as will presently appear, no difference in the style of the architecture of 
these two periods, whereby they may be distinguished; and were it not 
for some features in the costume, I should have despaired of being able 
to decide in favour of either.

Before proceeding, however, to the general discussion of the question, 
it may be proper to show the poverty of the historical notices respecting 
this monument, in order to justify my having had recourse to the method 
of intrinsic evidence.

These notices are as follow:
“ The Hospital and parish church of St. Nicholas was ruined in the 

siege of York, anno 1644, and never rebuilt. It has been a noble 
structure, as appears by part of the tower yet standing, and its- antient 
porch which is now put up in St. Margaret’s, Walmgate.” *

“ St. Nicholas was of the advowson of the King’s of England, and was 
visited as such by William Grenefield, chancellor of England, in 1303. 
Richard II. confirmed all donations to this Hospital.”!
. “ Among the religious foundations in York, St. Nicholas is mentioned 
as an hospital for lepers, to which the empress Maud was a benefac
tress.”! ■ ,

“ There was in or near this city an hospital for leprous persons as 
antient as the time of Maud the empress, who was a benefactress to it, 
and is thought to be the same which was afterwards known by the name 
of St. Nicholas without Waingate Bar, which was of royal foundation. 
It consisted of a warden and several brothers and sisters, and had lands 
and rents, 26th Henry VIII, to the yearly amount of £29. 18s. 8d. in 
toto.” § .

In Torr’s Antiquities o f  York, this church is merely mentioned in the 
list of religious houses which forms the Appendix.
, The sum of all this is, that the hospital and parish church of St. 

Nicholas, from whence the porch of St. Margaret’s was removed, existed
* Drake’s Antiq. o f York, p. 250. f  Dugdale’s Monasticon, p. 165, ed. 1718. <
J Gough’s Cambden, vol. iii. p. 65. § Tanner’s N otitia Monastica} p. 667, ed. 1744.



in the days of the empress Matilda, and, consequently, in the middle of 
the twelfth century, if by this personage is meant the daughter of our 
Henry I. who married Henry V. emperor of Germany, in 1165.*

It is probable we shall never come nearer the date of this church, for 
the reasons assigned by Somner, who says of parish churches in general, 
“ it is but of very few that I have been able to ascertain either the date 
or name of the founder, because none of them are much, if at all, anterior 
to the conquest, before which event, they were for the most part built 
of wood and destroyed by the Dknes. For this reason in some old 
charters, grants of land are found recorded to churches whose existence 
cannot be traced beyond this epoch.t

This, in the. main, is confirmed by Dugdale in his H istory o f  War* 
mckshire, page SOI, and in the Parentalia it is stated, that “ in the time 
of the Conqueror the street-houses o f London were of wood and 
thatched.” But, indeed, until after the great fire, in 1666, wood was 
the common material of which houses were built in the metropolis.

We gain no assistance from the fact, that it was through the interest 
of the Dominicans, that so many churches were dedicated to St. Nicholas, 
who was their favourite tutelar saint, because churches were dedicated 
to him not only before the arrival of this order in England, in the year 
1221, but before the order itself existed. The founder, Dominick de 
Guzman, a Spanish gentleman, was born anno 1170. The order was 
first approved in the year 1215, by Innocent III. and confirmed in 1216, 
by a bull of Honorius III. under the title of Augustine. Now, besides 
the church at York, there was another dedicated to the same personage 
in the suburbs of the town of Warwick, either a little before, or imme
diately after, the conquest, where the Dominicans did not settle before 
the close of Henry III.’s reign.t

* Lord Lyttelton, in his jHistory o f H enry I I . vol. ii. p. 456-7, reports that her bounty to pious and 
charitable institutions exceeded those of any cotemporary king in Christendom, and that she left large 
sums to lepers and other poor people, as well as to convents and churches, which her son paid, 
honourably.

f  Antiquities o f  Canterbury, page 324.
£ Dugdale’s Antiq. o f Warwickshire,



There were five Popes of the name of Nicholas; the first was elected 
in the year 858; the second, in 1059; and the third, in 1277 j churches, 
therefore, may have been dedicated to St. Nicholas two centuries before 
the conquest.

It is evident, however, from the observation of Mr. Drake, “ it has 
been a noble structure as appears by part of the tower yet standing,” 
that this church cannot be referred to the Saxon but to the Norman 
period, because the Saxon churches were mean in appearance compared 
with those of subsequent times, being built generally within the space 
of five or six years, with stone roofs, and without towers, or with such as 
the epithet noble could not be applied to in our days. “ In the descrip
tions we have remaining,” says Mr. Bentham, “ of the most ancient 
Saxon churches, particularly of St. Andrew’s, at Hexham, and St. 
Peter’s, at York, not a word occurs by which it can be inferred, that 
these, or any other of them, had either cross buildings or high towers 
raised above the roofs but as far as we can judge, were mostly square, 
or rather oblong buildings, circular at the east end; in form I'esembling 
the basilicce, or courts of justice, in great cities throughout the Roman 
empire, many of which were converted into Christian churches on the 
first establishment of Christianity under Constantine the Great; and 
new erected churches were constructed on the same plan, from its ma
nifest utility for the reception of large assemblies. Hence basilica was 
used in that and the succeeding ages for ecclesia, or church, and conti
nued so even after the form of our churches was changed. St. Peter’s, 
at York, begun by king Edwin in the year 627, is particularly reported 
by Bede ( Hist. Eccles. lib ii, chap. 14<.J to have been of that form, ‘ per 
quadrum cepit aedificare basilicam.’ ” *

In the Parentalia it is also stated, that the cathedral of St. Paul, 
which was rebuilt by Mauritius, bishop of London, after the great fire 
in 1083, “ was originally built with a semicircular presbyterium, or chan
cel, in the 7th century, after the usual mode of the primitive churches ; 
but, after this event, Mauritius built it in a more modern style, not with



round (as in the old church) but with sharp-headed arches, to make way 
for which, the semicircular presbyterium  was taken down.”*

These quotations, as they exhibit the great poverty both of the 
dimensions and style of the churches built in the Saxon times, appear 
sufficient to warrant the conclusion, that Mr. Drake’s observation can 
apply to no other than a Norman building, probably a re-edification of 
that to which the porch originally belonged ; many Saxon and Roman 
door-cases having been preserved, when other parts of the churches 
were rebuilt.

The date of the church, therefore, which, according to the above 
data, must be somewhere between the years. 1066 and 1165, cannot 
satisfy us respecting the date of the porch, which is certainly not a 
Norman work.

To determine this point, therefore, it is evident, that we must, in the 
absence of historical information, have recourse to the only other means 
within our power—the intrinsic evidence afforded by the porch itself. 
This consists of two parts, namely, the general contour of the fabric ; 
and the peculiarity of the costume. But as it is the latter alone which 
furnishes the discriminating marks, I have selected from it two features 
as the basis of the argument, which, for the sake of perspicuity, I have 
divided into three parts. The first of these has reference, in a general 
way, to the degree of civilization which prevailed in Britain, and more 
especially to the importance of York, while a Roman province, in 
order thence to deduce the flourishing state of architecture, and the 
consequent probability of the existence of such structures during that 
period; the second embraces the objections to its being a work of the

* Page 172 .

Mr. Somner, in his Antiquities o f  Canterbury, p. 5 1 6 -7 —ed. 1640 , quotes the authority of a charter 
of king Edgar to the abbey of Malmsbury, dated 9 7 4 , for the fact, that most of our monasteries, 
before the conquest, were of wood. This is well, but the following assertion, by the same author, is 
clearly refuted by the above r,emark of Sir Christopher. Wren. Somner says, “ St. Paul’s was re
built after the fire of London anno 1087 , by bishop Mauricius, upon stone arches for defence of fire, 
a manner of work before that time unknown to the people of this realm and then brought in by the 
French. This doubtless is that kind of architecture the continuer of Bede intends where speaking of 
the Normans’ in-come, he saith,c videas ubique in villis ecclesias, in vicis et urbibus monasteria edifî  
candi genere consurgere.* ”



Saxons ; and the third professes to unfold the intrinsic evidence by 
collateral testimonies derived from the prevaling superstition of the 
times, and from monuments of this superstition still in existence in this 
country, though imperfect and very rare.

With regard to the first, we are informed by Cambden,* upon the 
authority of Caesar and Strabo, that the Britons, before the arrival of the 
Romans, had no other towns than woods fortified with a ditch and ram
parts ; and from the pen of the elegant and discerning Tacitus we learn, 
that the earliest appearance of regular architecture dates from the time 
of Agricola. “ Caesar,” he relates, “ was the discoverer, not the con
queror of the island. He did no more than show it to posterity. The 
eivil wars broke out soon after, and, in that scene of distraction, when 
the swords of the leading men were drawn against their country, it was 
natural to lose sight of Britain.

“ During the peace that followed, the same neglect continued. Au
gustus called it the wisdom of his councils, and Tiberius made it a rule 
of state policy. The invasion meditated by Caligula proved abortive 
from his caprice, and reserved the grand enterprise for Claudius, who 
transported into Britain an army composed of regular legions and a great 
body of auxiliaries. Among the officers was Vespasian. The first 
officer of Consular rank who commanded in Britain was Aulus Plautius. 
He was succeeded by Ostorius Scapula; both eminent for their military 
character. Under their auspices the southern part of Britain took the 
form of a province, and received a colony of veterans. The next go
vernor was Didius Gallus, who did little more than preserve the 
acquisitions of his predecessors. Veranius succeeded to the command, 
but died within the year.

* Gough’s Cambden, vol. iii. p. 9. This remark, however, can apply only to the interior of the 
island, because Caesar himself gives a different account of the condition of the inhabitants of the coast: 
opposite to Gaul. “ Ex his omnibus, longe sunt humaiiissimi, qui Cantium incolunt; quae regio est 
maritima omnis : neque multum a Gallica differunt consuetudine.” — B e  B ell. Gall. v. sec. 14.

Somner, on the authority of Huntington, states that there were 28 principal British towns in the 
island. Of these Canterbury was one, and called K dir Client, which in British signified a walled 
town.—Antiq. o f  Canterbury, p. 8. But this author also reports, ’with gravity, that this city was 
founded by Rud-hudibras 900 years B. C .!!



“ Suetonius Paulinus was the next in succession, and he pushed on the 
war in one continued series of prosperity for two years together. In 
that time he subdued several states; and secured his conquests by a 
chain of posts and garrisons. He invaded Mona, the retreat of the 
Druids, and gave a mortal blow to the power of the Britons by the over
throw of their army under Boadicea. From the recal of this officer to 
the time of Agricola, the Roman commanders were gradually extending 
the empire of Rome in Britain. Under the latter it was completely 
subdued̂  and the Roman power permanently established. He first 
introduced literature and the arts of civilization, and reconciled them 
to Roman manners.

“ To introduce a system of new and wise regulations was the business of 
the following winter (the second of Agricola’s administration). A fierce 
and savage people running wild in the woods would be ever addicted to 
a life of warfare. To wean them from those habits, Agricola held forth 
the baits of pleasure, encouraging the natives, as well by public assis
tance, as by warm exhortations, to build temples', courts o f  justice, and 
commodious dwelling houses. To establish a plan of education and give 
the sons of the leading chiefs a tincture of letters, was part of his policy. 
By way of encouragement he praised their talents, and already saw them 
by the force of their natural genius rising superior to the attainments of 
the Gauls. The consequence was, that they, who had always disdained 
the Roman language, began to cultivate its beauties. The Roman ap
parel was seen without prejudice, and the toga became' a fashionable 
part of dress. . '

“ By degrees the charms of vice gained admission to their hearts; baths, 
portico's, and elegant banquets, grew into vogue, and the1 new manners, 
which, in fact, served only to sweeten slavery, were, by the- unsuspect
ing Britons, called the arts of polished humanity.”*

Such is the succinct and interesting communication of this celebrated 
author respecting the dawn of civilization and the arts among our rude 
progenitors. To.us it is important, as fixing a limit beyond which we 
need not ascend in our inquiries on the present subject.



That the Britons continued,thenceforward, to make progress in the 
arts,, appears from Cambden. “ The Romans so civilized the Britons 
by law's, and polished them by manners, that they were not inferior in 
way of life and improvement to other provinces. They erected so many 
buildings and noble works, that their remains strike beholders with the 
. greatest admiration.”*

It has been ingeniously shewn,t that the military force of the Romans 
amounted, in Britain, to 73,000 foot, and 13,000 horse, and that the 
native Romans, or those born in the island, were, at the conclusion of 
their empire here, not fewer than half a million. A progressive exten
sion of the Roman colony, during a space of 350 years, could not fail 
to make a powerful and favourable impression on the natives, converting 
them from 4’ rude to a polished people, and producing all the conse
quences that can be imagined to result from the diffusion of civilization 
among men, and in a country, susceptible of the highest moral and 
physical improvement.

As it is a point of some importance to ascertain, as nearly as may be, 
the degree to which “ the arts of polished humanity” were then carried, 
.1 have endeavoured to convey some idea of this by the following sketch 
of the civil establishment of the Romans in this country, which, in the 
absence, more especially, of topographical details, appears the only way 
by which we can arrive at this information.
. “ The regions of Britain were divided into six provinces, governed
by six Praetors and six Quaestors. The former officer was charged with 
the whole administration, and the latter was appointed to manage the 
f̂inances under him. All acknowledged one head within the island, and 
were .subject to tlje authority of the Proconsul of Britain. The country 
..from the southern sea to the Friths of Forth and Clyde, at the close of 
the first century, contained a hundred and forty towns differing in de
gree of civil estimation, and in the nature of their civil constitutions, 
and distinguished accordingly into four orders of towns, municipal and 
stipendiary, colonies, and cities invested with Latin privileges. Muni-

* Gough’s Cambden, vol. i. p. 47.
f  Whitaker’s History of Manchester, vol. i. ch. 6, sec. 4, and vol. ii. p. 198*



-cipal, two; colonies, nine; Latin towns, ten; the rest were stipendiary, 
in which the Britons resided. The Latin towns were those which were 
raised above the common rank by the communication of the Jus Latii, 
or Latin privilege, which consisted in being exempted from the ordi
nary jurisdiction of the Praetor, and being governed by one of their own 
election, where the president, justiciary, and tax-gatherer were Britons. 
The towns possessed by the Romans themselves were the colonies 
and municipies. The commencement of the colonies was nearly coeval 
with the conquests in Britain. Colchester was the first colony, and 
founded by Claudius. The next in succession were Richborough, Lon-> 
don, Gloucester, Bath, Caerleon, Chesterford, Lincoln, and Chester. 
That colony was esteemed the head-quarters of the legion, where some 
of the principal cohorts were stationed, the eagle deposited, and the 
commander was resident. Such was Deva for the 20th Valerian Victo
rious; Eboracum for the 6th Victorious; Caerleon for the 2d Augustan; 
and Glevum for the 7th Teuin Claudian. The rest were peopled by 
the other cohorts of those legions. More than eleven mints, in all pro
bability, were established within the pale of their own government in 
Britain; two in the municipies ; nine in the nine colonies ; and some in 
the legionary stations. Coins minted at Chester, London, York, CoL 
Chester, Richborough, Verulam, Lincoln, Gloucester, and Conuvium, 
have been transmitted to the present times. >

“ The Roman conquests in Britain were regularly partitioned into 
dioceses as early as the year 814.* The first bishopricks of the church’ 
would naturally be commensurate with the provinces of the state, and 
the first sees of the bishops fixed at the capitals of the provinces. Three 
of these provincial bishops appear as subscribers to the Council of 
Arles, in 314.”t

* Dugdale, in his Antiquities o f  Warwickshire, p. 100, says that Episcopal Sees and Monasteries 
were not introduced into England before the time of Augustan, when the Benedictine order was 
established, and became so reputed, that there was scarcely any other in this country before the con* 
quest. Mr. Turner, in his History o f the Anglo Saxons, says, however, that each of the 115 civitates 
into which the 17 provinces of Gaul were divided, had a bishop, and every province a superior bishop,, 
ânswerable to our metropolitan, though not distinguished by the title of archbishop.

■f Whitaker’s H istory o f Manchester, vol. i. ch. 8, and vol. iL ch. 11, sec. 4.



The rapid growth of civilization under the Romans appears to have
been owing in a great measure to their peculiar policy regarding the 
disposal of their military force. For, different from the practice of 
modern times, an order to serve in the provinces, was often, to a legion, 
a decree of expatriation for centuries, and became, indirectly, a power
ful mean of confirming the manners and institutions of Italy. The con
sequences of this regulation or usage Tacitus describes in the following 
passage: “ The natives of the province of Syria had lived in habits of
friendship with the legions, and, by intermarriages, had formed family 
connections. The soldiers, on their part, were naturalized in the coun
try, and the • stations to which, they were accustomed, were, by long 
residence, grown as dear to them as their natiye country.”*

This would be precisely the case in Britain, where some of the le
gions remained upwards of 300 years, particularly after the reign of 
Antoninus Pius, when the Roman citizenship was extended to every citizen 
of property and worth. Before this time, none of the natives were 
permitted to marry into the family of a provincial officer, to purchase 
territorial property, slaves, or houses.

To the legionary soldiers lands were also assigned,, which they had 
ample time -to cultivate, military duty, being, in ordinary, discharged 
by supplementary legions formed of natives. Hence one great cause 
of the rapid increase of the Roman population, their condition being, in 
the main, favourable to domestic happiness. It must be allowed, how
ever, that the wealth and grandeur of Roman-Britain flowed chiefly 
from the wisdom of their civil policy; for, extensive as their military 
establishments ultimately became, it is probable, had they confined 
themselves to these, that we should have had little more than the re
mains of their walls and forts to remind us of their presence. It is to 
the transplanting of their civil institutions, arts, and social refinements,, 
and to the care with which they afterwards nourished them, whatever 
may have been the motives that prompted such policy, that this country 
was indebted for that early refinement demonstrated by those splendid 
specimens of art which have from time to time been discovered within

* Hist. Roman. lib. iL



it. But so scanty are the memorials of the fine arts, and so barren the 
history of this interesting period, that the imperfect picture of Roman- 
Britain must be made up from fragments of the history of the times 
immediately succeeding their departure.

“ The authentic history,” says Mr. Turner, “ for the year 407 is, that 
the barbarians excited by Gerontius, burst in terror upon Gaul and Bri
tain ; that Constantine (created emperor by the British troops in 406, 
in opposition to Honorius, the legal emperor,) could give no help be
cause his troops were in Spain; that Honorius could send none because 
Alaric was overpowering Italy; that the Britons thus abandoned, armed 
themselves, declared their country independent, and drove the barbaric 
invaders from their cities; that Honorius sent letters to the British 
states, exhorting them to protect themselves; and that the Romans 
never recovered possession of the island.*

“ After this event the island, as far as it was possessed by the Britons, 
divided into many independent republics, as appears from the- circum
stance, that Honorius addressed his letters to the Civitates of Britain. 
After the year 410, these republics were severally governed by chief 
magistrates, or decemviri, a senate, subordinate officers called decurions, 
an inferior senate called curiae, with other necessary officers. The 
ecclesiastical concerns were regulated by a bishop in each, whose power 
sometimes extended into lay concerns.” “ The Anglo Saxons must 
have been materially improved,” continues this author, “ in their man
ners and mental associations by the internal state of Britain at the time 
of their invasion. They came among a people who, for above three 
centuries had been the obedient subjects of the Roman government; to 
whom the peaceful acquisition and enjoyment of regular property had 
become familiar; who had cultivated the luxuries which create a distaste

* Upon the authority of Bede and Gildas, it is generally said, that the Romans finally quitted 
Britain in the reign of Honorius, anno 426. But, from a stone, found at Ravenhill-Hall, in York
shire, anno 1774, it seems the Romans were in Britain during the reign of Justinian, or between the 
years 527 and 566, a hundred years after that of Honorius. This stone is represented in Mr. Charle- 
ton’s History o f Whitby, and the following is the inscription on it, according to his rendering: “ Jus- 
tinianus Pater Patriae Vindicianus Mauritanus Africanus Sarmaticus Britannicus Imperator Excellen- 
tissimus Romanorum Quater Praetor Maritimum Castrum Effecit Ad Navigantium Opus.”



for war and love of indolent tranquillity; and whose country abounded 
with those works of art, that distribution of wealth, and those articles 
of convenience, which a rude mind cannot contemplate without feeling 
new wants and expecting new comforts ; without having its curiosity 
agitated and its comprehension enlarged. It is true, that the feuds 
which followed the departure of the Romans had disturbed the prospe
rity of the island, and the struggles with the Saxons must have spread 
much devastation. But the monuments and fruits of the preceding 
civilization, though diminished, were not destroyed. After all the dis
orders of the period, Gildas still boasts of the island containing twenty- 
eight cities and some castles, with houses, walls, gates, and towers; and 
from the ruins of Caerleon, as they continued even to the 1 52th century, 
when they were seen by Giraldus, we may form some notion of the 
improvements of Britain in the 5th and 6th centuries. He says it was 
elegantly built by the Romans with brick walls. Many vestiges of its 
ancient splendour are yet remaining; stately palaces, which formerly, 
with their gilded tiles, displayed the Roman grandeur. It was first 
built by the Roman nobility,* and adorned with sumptuous edifices, an 
exceeding high tower, remarkable hot baths, ruins of ancient temples 
and theatres,, encompassed with stately walls, partly yet standing. Sub
terraneous edifices are yet to be met with, not only within the walls, 
which are about three miles in circumference, but also in the suburbs,, 
as aqueducts, vaults, hypocausts, and stoves.”!

Mr. Carter, ah architect of eminence, states it as his opinion, that the 
works of the Romans in England rivalled those in Rome itself; and that 
at Woodchester, in the county of Gloucester, vestiges were discovered 
of a Roman structure 400 feet in extent, the foundation walls of which 
have been clearly made out; in several of the principal chambers are.

'I* Caerleon is commonly supposed to be derived from Gaer-Lheion, the city of legions; but Dugdale, 
in,his Antiquities o f Warwickshire, page 298, derives At from the name of the British prince Gutheline, 
by whom it was built, thus, Caer-Guthleon, contracted, Caerleon. But, supposing it to be of British 
ejection, it is evident the Romans were the people to whom it owed its magnificence, for’an account 
of which, see Polychronicon, lib. 1, cap. 48.

'J' History o f the Anglo-Saxons, book viii. chap. 1.



tesselated pavements, in so rich and fine a taste, that the uprights of 
the work, he observes, must have been magnificence itself.*

All this is countenanced by the panegyric of Mamertinus, in praise 
of Dioclesian, Maximianus, and Constantius Chlorus, where it is men
tioned that there were many eminent architects at that time in Britain, 
who were invited by the people of Burgundy to erect and repair their 
public buildings.t

Such is the glimpse afforded by history of the social organization and 
refinement of the Romans in Britain. It shows that their system of 
government was favourable to civil liberty, which, with the domestica
tion of the legions, had the effect of spreading a. Roman population over 
.the country, and of gradually incorporating, the natives in their exten
sive community, so that it is probable, had the: Romans remained two 
centuries longer, all distinction between the two people would have been 
lost. We cannot avoid, therefore, the conviction that their public and 
private edifices corresponded with the condition of the colony in the 
latter days of their power, more especially when we consider that all 
this time a direct and constant intercourse was kept up with Rome, the 
most luxurious capital then in the world. But not to-dwell on the con
sequences which the above statements render very apparent, I shall 
only observe here, that they are decisive of the inaccuracy of Gildas, 
who represents the Britons as being, immediately after the departure of 
the Romans, in a state of utter helplessness and barbarism, and of the 
superior candour of Stow, who has shown from ancient records, and 
even from Gildas'himself, that the conquest of Britain by the Saxons 
was owing to the corruption of all: classes, and particularly to a waste of 
military strength, in those contests of ambitious partizans, which occu
pied the greater part of the interval between the emancipation of the 
island, and the arrival of the northern bands. So different, indeed, waa 
their real condition from that which the Saxon historian of Glastonbury 
would lead us to suppose, that we find the natives, notwithstanding these 
disadvantages, contesting every inch of ground with the invaders, who*

* Antient Architecture o f England, part 1, and note to page 12th.
f  See Speed's H istory o f England, page 255, folio edition, 1650.



did not, until after the lapse of a century, succeed in confining them to 
Wales, Cornwall, and part of Devonshire. The Britons were then cor
rupt, and weak from corruption and misrule, but not barbarous.

With regard to York in particular, it appears, from Flaceus Albinus, 
alias Alcuin, a native of the place, who lived towards the close of the 
eighth century, that it was built and fortified by the Romans, but Cax- 
ton says it was built by Ebrancus, fifth king of the Britons, who called 
it after his own name, Caer-brank.*

• Cambden informs us that it was not a Mufiicipium Britanniae but Co- 
lonia.f Like Verulam, however, it soon rose to the rank of a munici- 
pium, and to be the chief city of the province of Maxima. The 
importance of these two Mijnicipia is specially marked by the commu
nication of a privilege which was confined to them, namely, the right of 
exemption from the imperial statutes, and the liberty of enacting their 
own laws.t

Soihe authors class York as the second city in point of rank, during 
the Roman dominion in Britain, but the author of the Polychronicon 
asserts that Several old writers style it the head of the kingdom. § Here 
the bishops of the province resided; here, also, the emperor Septimius 
Severtis had a palace and court of justice,|| where he died, after being 
four years in the country. Constantius Chlorus, too, who succeeded 
Dioclesian, made:Britain the chief place of his residence, and died in 
this city, after a reign of two years,

* Polychronieon,, lib, 1, capitulum 48. * f  Gough’s Cambden, vol. iii. page 9.
J Whitaker’s History o f Manchester, vol. i. ch. 8, sec. 1st.
§ Among the more modern authors, Archbishop Usher contends for York; Bishop Stillingfleet for 

London. But the Bishop evidently felt the weakness of his arguments while writing them; they are 
not written with his usual confidence.—See his Origines JBritannicce. - Gibbon sides with Usher.— 
JDecline and Fall, vol. i, p. 78.

|| Whitaker’s Manchester, vol. ii. ch. 11, sec. 4th; Gough’s Cambdcni vol. iii. p. 65; and Torr’s 
Antiquities o f ¥ ork, page 9.

f  The long absence of the warlike emperors was very prejudicial 'to the interests of Rome, and ’ 
finally annihilated its sovereignty: The emergencies of war were first made the excuse, and until the
reign of Dioclesian and Maximian, Rome, in time of peace, was respected as the seat of power and 
head of the empire. These princes went a step farther, by fixing their ordinary residence in the pro
vinces; the former at Nicomedia, the latter at Milan. In consequence, the one acquired, in the space



The sixth legion, conducted into this country by Hadrian, from Ger- 
many, was settled here, according to the general opinion, so early as 
the year 154, which continued to be its head-quarters until the Romans 
finally quitted the island. It was probably on account of the long resi
dence of this legion in York, that it received both from Ptolemy and 
Antoninus, the appellation of Legio Sexta Victrix, a circumstance 
which, it seems, procured for some other cities similar titles. Thus, 
Camalodunum and Glevum are also styled Gemina Martia, Colonia Vic- 
tricensis and Claudia; we have also Dena Victrix, and Legio Claudia 
for Gloucester.

Thus York, from its becoming, at a very early period, the head of the 
most extensive province in Britain, and afterwards of Britain itself, com
mands an unreserved acknowledgment of its having possessed a corre
sponding degree of wealth, population and embellishment. Other less 
distinguished cities in the island rivalled in magnificence many of the 
principal cities within the Alps, and therefore it is not likely, that the 
occasional residence of the Caesars, and seat of the western empire, 
would be in a condition less respectable in regard to public establish
ments civil and religious. In all that was transacted at York, Italy 
would give the tone, and as there were no examples in architecture but 
what she furnished, the style of the public and domestic edifices would 
be imitated from those of the continent, and, moreover, as the Romans 
were a people who thought it as necessary to introduce their gods as 
their laws, language, and manners, it is but reasonable to suppose that 
they would provide in a suitable manner for the ceremonial of their 
worship, and that, in making such provision, they would be guided by 
the precedents of Italy. Upon the whole, it is more improbable that 
there were no temples of elegant workmanship in the capital of Roman 
Britain, than that it abounded with them. In regard to York, I fear no 
local .demonstration now exists, which I ought to offer at present, but in
o f  a few  years, a degree o f  m agnificence, w h ich  m ight appear to  have required the labour o f  ages, and 

becam e in ferior o n ly  to  R o m e , A lexandria , and A n tio ch , in  exten t o r  p op u lou sn ess ; w hile the o th er  

assum ed the sp len dou r o f  an im perial city , w h ose  hou ses w ere num erous and w ell built, w ith a circus, 

theatre, m int, pa lace , and b a th s ; p ort icoes  a dorned  w ith  statues, and a d ou b le  circum ference o f  w alls. 

S u ch , in  short, w as its con d it ion , that it  d id  n o t  seem  oppressed  by the p rox im ity  o f  R o m e .
V O L .  I I .  i>



other places ample evidences of such providence have been discovered, 
with a few examples of which I shall close this part of the subject.

Cambden* states, upon the authority of Spartian (in Vita Severi, c. 
22,) that there was a temple of Bellona in this city. Upon the conver
sion of Constantius Chlorus, who is reported to have married a native 
and Christian, the celebrated Helena, we find the Christians were in
structed to repair decayed temples, and to build new ones. Bede in
forms us,t that Gregory the Great advised Augustine that the temples 
ought not to be demolished, but only, that the idols should be removed 
and destroyed, and the temples consecrated to the service of the true 
God. In the time of Lotharius, King of Kent, anno 67O, there were 
Roman temples standing, in which Christian worship was performed. 
At Canterbury, St. Pancrace’s church, within the abbey precinct, and 
St. Martin’s, in which Augustine performed his devotions, are supposed 
to have been idle temples.t

Stukely discovered the remains of Roman temples at Cirencester and 
Chesterford. § Mr. Carter, in his Ancient Architecture o f  England, || has 
given representations of several beautiful fragments of the temple of 
Minerva, at Bath, discovered a little before he wrote. The accompa
niments of an owl and helmet, leave, as he justly observes, no doubt as 
to the deity to whom it,was dedicated. From the representations, too, 
.of the sun and moon found among the ruins of the ancient city, and of the 
head.of Diana, encircled by the horns of the moon, it would appear, 
that temples to these, luminaries had also been erected here. And, 
lastly, a respectable author informs us, that the church of St. Paul, at 
Rouen, was, originally, a temple of Venus.

* Gougtis Gambden, vol. iii. p. 10. f  H is t Eccles. lib,, i. ch. 30.
J Ethelbert, and his queen Bertha, attended divine service in these churches: the latter was edu

cated a Christian, being daughter of Chilperic, king of France.
§ Itinerarium Curiosum, p. 63-75. || Part i. plates 7th, 8th, 9th, and 10th.
1F Turner’s Tour in Normandy, page 71*
The Romans first passed into Transalpine Gaul as auxiliaries to the republic of Marseilles, and we 

find, that Caius Sextius, anno Urbis 629, placed a colony in the neighbourhood of the hot springs of 
Aix, in Provence, from whom they were denominated Aquae Sextiae,—Ferguson’s Roman Republic% 
vol. i. See, also, L ivy , b. lxi. of which there remains only the contents.



Having thus established the probability, at least, of the existence of 
a structure in accordance with the style of the porch in question, in 
York, during its occupation by the Romans, I now proceed to state the 
objections to its being a work of the Saxons.

The northern nations, who conquered England after the Romans, 
were chiefly composed of Saxons, Jutes, and Angles. Their very early 
history is still involved in obscurity, authors not being, as yet, agreed 
respecting their derivation. The common opinion runs, that they were 
descendants of the Get®, who originally settled in Germany, sent colo
nies to the Bosphorus, lake Maeotis, and shores of the Euxine, possess
ing themselves of Thracia, Dacia, and Maesia, and who, in after times, 
assuming the names of the countries they had conquered, were known 
as Cimmerians, Sarmates, Scythians, Thracians, Dacians, &c. in the 
east; and as Saxons, Sweves, Angles, &c. in.the west.

The most ancient authentic information, which has reached us, places 
them on the southern part of Jutland, and three small adjacent islands, 
North-Strandt, Busen, and Heiligland, before the middle of the second 
century. It appears to have been a particular impulse which deter
mined them to piracy. The emperor Probus, to weaken the barbarous 
enemies of Rome, had adopted the policy of removing numerous parties 
of them to very distant stations, and had accordingly posted on the 
shore of the Black Sea a large body of Franks. These, eager to return 
to their native country, became the Argonauts of modern times. Hav
ing possessed themselves of many ships, they ravaged the various coasts 
of the Mediterranean, and, sailing into the ocean, arrived in safety at the 
Rhine. Before this time, the piracies of the. Franks and Saxons are not 
mentioned by imperial writers; but so frequent did they thenceforward 
become, that, within a few years, it was found necessary to station a 
powerful fleet at Boulogne, for the protection of the adjacent country. 
This precaution increased the evil; Carausius, the officer entrusted 
with the command, having first encouraged the depredations of the pi
rates, that he might be enriched by recaptures, and having afterwards, 
when apprehensive of punishment, sought support for his usurpation of 
the imperial purple, by communicating to the Saxons a more perfect



knowledge of naval tactics. After this, they were fostered by a 
succession of propitious circumstances, which gradually conducted them 
to the grand enterprize for which they were destined.*

After the time of Ptolemy, the Saxons are not mentioned again for a 
century, but, at the aera of the invasion of England, Cambden states, 
that they were resident in the district of Anglen, in the dutchy of Sles- 
wick, and attributes to them the German cities, Engleheim, the birth
place of Charlemagne ; Ingolstadt; Engleburgh ; Englerute; and An- 
gleria, in Italy.t

The little band which first arrived under the conduct of Hengist and 
Horsa, in 449, were Jutes, and three vessels were sufficient for their 
accommodation during the voyage. A reinforcement, under Ella, ar
rived, in three more vessels, in 477, Cedric followed, with five ships, in 
495, and Ida, with a fleet of forty sail, in 547. Their conversion was 
first, attempted by the monk Augustine, and his coadjutors, in 596, and 
completed, after the labour of nearly a century, by the submission of 
the South Saxons to the authority of the church, in 675. Throughout 
the whole progress of their history, previous to this event, we discover 
no indications of their ever having been a literary or scientific people. 
When they were first observed by the Romans, to whom the Goths 
were known under the name of Germans, they exhibited no symptom 
of refinement. The perpetual wars in which they were afterwards en
gaged with this people, in defence of their civil liberty, was unfavour
able to the cultivation of letters; and the practice of piracy, to which 
they became subsequently addicted, and to which the whole nation was 
devoted, averted the influence of that civilization, which had made 
great progress in Gaul and Britain, during the decline of the Roman 
empire in the west, so that, at the period when they became connected 
with English history, they were, as yet, distinguished for nothing but 
their ferocity of courage and formidable activity, displaying qualities

* Turner’s H istory o f the Anglo-Saxons, vol. i. 4to. See also, Gibbon, vol. ii. p. 84.
f  Britannia, Introduction.
The Saxons are not mentioned by Tacitus, but, in the time of Ptolemy, the Anglo-Saxons were 

recognised as a branch of the great Saxon Confederation, which extended from the Elbe to the Rhine*



the most inauspicious to the improvement of intellectual and moral 
character. Of their compositions in their pagan state, says Mr. Turner, 
we know nothing; Tacitus mentions generally of the Germans, that they 
had ancient songs, and therefore we may believe that the Anglo-Saxons 
were not without them. But none of these have survived to us. If 
ever they were committed to writing, it was on wood or stones ; indeed 
the word for book (hoc) expresses a beech tree, and seems to allude to 
the matter of which their earliest books were made. The poets of bar
barous ages usually confide the little effusions of genius to tradition. 
They are seldom preserved in writing, till literature becomes a serious 
study ; and therefore we may easily believe, that, if the Anglo-Saxons 
had alphabetical characters, they were much oftener used for divina
tions, charms, and funereal inscriptions, than for literary compositions.*

When letters appeared among the nations of the north, is a question 
still undecided, but, as Tacitus pronounces the alphabet to have been 
unknown to the Germans, “ literaum secretae viri pariter ac feminae 
ignorant,” it is probable, their introduction was subsequent to this time. 
Odin is called, in the Edda, and by Snorro, Father o f  Letters, King o f  
Spells, which favours the opinion, that he introduced the art of writing 
among the Goths. It is necessary, however, to state, that the learned 
disagree as to the aera of this celebrated personage, some supposing him 
to be Sigge, a Scythian prince, who flourished B. C. 70 ; others, that he 
was the progenitor of Hengist, in the fifth degree, and figured in the be
ginning of the fourth century.

It has been urged, in proof of the Saxons’ ignorance of letters, previ
ous to their conversion, that the oldest Runic inscriptions on stone 
commemorate the fortunes of soldiers who had served at Constantinople 
in the corps ofVarangi, and that no specimen of Saxon writing, ante
rior to their conversion, can be produced. But as we know that, imme
diately after this latter event, the books written in the Runic character 
were destroyed, together with the old inscriptions, because these cha
racters had been employed in magic,t the above particulars cannot be

* History o f the Anglo-Saxons, book vii. ch. 4th.
f  It was for this reason that Olphilas invented a new character, and that the Saxon character was



received in evidence on this question. The strongest and most legiti
mate grounds upon which this fact rests are, the silence of history 
respecting any literary attainments while they continuê  in Germany, 
and the absence there of monuments of art, the most incontrovertible 
attestations of civilization and refinement.*

Asser, in his life of Alfred, has drawn a melancholy picture of the 
uncultivated state of the Anglo-Saxons, even at the close of the ninth cen
tury. In those days, so much was knowledge undervalued by the great 
and powerful, that even kings signed with the cross because they were 
unable to write.t By the wise policy of this prince, most of the nobles, 
and many of the inferior orders, were put under masters to learn to read 
and write, and many of his Earls, Gerefas, and Thegns, who had been 
illiterate all their lives, were compelled, under severe penalties, to leam 
in their mature age, that they might be competent to the discharge of 
their respective duties. Such was the intellectual condition of the An
glo-Saxons in England, a century after Charlemagne had advanced 
literature to such a pitch in his empire, that the learned in France and 
Germany are classed by Muratori with those of Greece, and declared 
to have been much superior to those of Italy. But the succeeding 
anarchy had obliterated the labours of Charlemagne, and left Alfred 
without contemporaneous support, and the civilization of Britain was 
still more effectually obstructed by torrents of Norman invaders.

High authoritiesi state, that the first rays of literature were shed on 
the Anglo-Saxons from Ireland, from whence, also, the empire of Char
lemagne had been illumined. This singular fact a modern author thus

afterwards invented in Êngland. From the attachment of the common people to them  in Sweden, 
they continued there until the year 1050, when the Roman .characters were ordered to be substituted 
by the Pope. They were finally condemned in the Council of Toulon, anno 1116. The Getse or 
Saxons, ascribed their invention to the gods, who were supposed to have communicated the know
ledge of them to Fimbul, and Woden was considered the first who applied them to magic.

* Those stupendous remains of architecture still to be seen in some parts of this country, particu
larly a vast wall erected by Probus, have nothing doubtful in regard either to age or style.—See Gib
bon, Decline and Fall, vol. ii. p. 81.

f  This seems to have been the original reason, but it continued to be the practice long afterwards, 
as a token of their conversion.

J Bede, Alcuin, and Adelm.



explains.* From the suppression of the western empire,, in 476, or at 
least, from the death of Boethius, in 524, to the close of the eighth 
century, when Charlemagne employed his utmost efforts for the restora
tion of learning, a period of nearly 300 years, was an interval of vio
lence and ignorance. In this interval, the rough process was performed, 
which incorporated the rude tribes of the north with the corrupted na
tions of the south, and prepared the materials of new combinations of 
policy; and such a process was inconsistent with the security necessary 
for the cultivation of letters. But the religion and legislation of the 
ancient empire contributed to preserve some sparks of learning to relu- 
mine succeeding generations- The emperors of the fourth century had 
encouraged a literary spirit among thier Christian subjects, for the de
fence of their religion against their pagan opponents, and, with this 
view, had erected libraries for their use. The barbarian conquerors, on 
the other hand, in general, respected the ministers of religion amidst 
all the depredations, and the convents became the asylums of the lite
rary treasures of antiquity, and the schools of the middle ages. Ireland 
appears to have been provided, as a geographical asylum for the fugi
tives of religion and learning,, who were driven from the continent by 
the violence of this disastrous time. Here they enjoyed for a long 
space that tranquillity which is necessary to the cultivation of letters. 
At length, Ireland became a scene of northern depredation, the Danes 
having extended their ravages to it at the end of the eighth century, 
just when Charlemagne had fully established his government, and the 
improvement of his dominions demanded that men capable of commu
nicating instruction, should even be forced from their retreat- It was 
the opinion of Mezeray ( Abrege Chron. tome i. page 508,) that the driv
ing backwards of the Normans by the French, in the great Saxon war 
of Charlemagne, begun in 77̂ > gave the impulse to their descents upon 
the coast of France. It seems, then,, to be a reasonable conclusion, 
that the long series of hostility which subdued and civilized Germany, 
sent abroad those maritime ravages, who drove from Ireland the teach
ers of learning and religion to give their assistance in the improvement



of an empire, which has been the foundation of the modern polity of 
Europe. Iceland, which discharged a similar function, in awakening 
the literary spirit of the north, appears to have received from Ireland 
its earliest knowledge of religion and letters.” That the Saxons in 
England were much assisted in their education by Irish ecclesiastics, is 
equally certain j the Irish monk, Maildulf, who settled at Malmsbury, 
was skilled in Greek and Latin ; and, in the life of St. Dunstan, it is 
mentioned, that he read the books of some Irishmen, who had settled 
at Glastonbury. It is true, that mention is made of schools and libra
ries in England, long before the appearance of the Danes on our shores, 
and that Canterbury, York, and Bangor, are instanced as seats of learn
ing, anterior to the mra of the sea-kings. But these, such as they were, 
owed their establishment to churchmen. The school of philosophy at 
Canterbury, we know from William of Malmsbury, who flourished in the 
reign of Stephen, was founded by Archbishop Theodosius, who died anno 
690; and the Grammar School of York is first mentioned in connec
tion with the name of its most celebrated master, Albert, who was raised 
to that see in the year 767- This prelate is justly praised as the founder 
ofthe library of this city, in which he deposited the books he had collected 
during his travels abroad.* But seminaries are reported to have ex
isted in the British Isles more than a century before this time, and, in 
particular, Bedet mentions, that the monastery of Bangor was furnished 
with learned men before the arrival of St. Augustine. But. as this- was 
a Benedictine establishment, (as all the monastries appear to have been 
in England before the conquest,) I fear this expression must be mea- 
sured by the deep ignorance of that dark period, rather than by our 
notion of learning in the 19th century, because Benedict of Norsia, the 
founder of this order, was notorious for his contempt of learning, agree
ably to which praiseworthy sentiment, he made no provision for educa
tion in the rule of his order, the members of which, in imitation of some

* Stow, in his Chronicle, page 74, reports from William of Malmsbury, that “ Egbert, Archbishop 
of York, about the year 736, founded a library at York, replenished with all good books” For a good 
account of the schools and literati of the Anglo-Saxons, see Dr. Lingard’s Antiquities o fth e Anglo- 
Saxon Church, vol. ii.

f  Lib. ii. e. ii. quoted by Stillingfleet, Origines Britannic^, page 265, ed. 1685,



fraternities in Egypt, were brought up to ignorance, labour, and devo
tion. It is not until after the time of Charlemagne, who appointed 
schools for the instruction of youth, both in monasteries and cathedrals, 
that the followers of St. Benedict are remarked for application to study, 
a distance of 200 years from the destruction of this monastery, and its 
supposed famous library, by the grandson of Ida, immediately after the 

. decisive battle, in which he annihilated the power of the Britons, and 
gave to his countrymen the undisputed sovereignty of England; a vic
tory creditable to the courage of the barbarians, had not Ethelfride 
steeped his laurels in the blood of 1200 supplicating monks,

At this period, nothing could be expected to emanate from Italy, 
which was then enveloped in thick darkness, from the miseries inflicted 
by the continental Goths, and by the Saracens, with whom she waged 

, a domestic war from the year 820, when they first passed from Africa ' 
to Sicily,' until the beginning of the eleventh century, when the Nor
mans established a new dominion in their room.

So deplorable, indeed, had her condition become, that, a century 
after Charlemagne, it was stated, in the Synod of Rheims, that, at 
Rome, scarcely any person possessed so much learning as was necessary 
for a porter.*

Not a scrap of literature ever came from the shores of the Baltic. 
The sons of Woden traced the map of the country with the sword, and 
their martial* deeds were recorded in the memories of their Scalds : the 
fruits of Roman civilization everywhere withered at their approach, and 
were washed away by the torrents of British blood shed in the battle of 
Caerleon.

To all this, I am aware, it may be objected, that, in the Anglo-Saxon 
n history, mention is made of their possessing many conveniences and 

luxuries, which men, recently emerged from a barbarous state, could 
not have derived from their own invention. But this objection has been

* Miller’s Lectures, voL iii. In corroboration of this singular fact, I may be allowed to add, that 
Mr. Pegge, in his u Anecdotes o f the English Language,” p. 50, states, upon authority, that several 
bishops signed the acts of the Councils of Ephesus and Chalcedon, held in the 7th century, by proxy, 

fro m  inability to write their names.
VOL. I I .  E



successfully met by Mr. Turner, who observes, that they were indebted 
for these to their conversion to Christianity. “ When the Gothic na
tions exchanged their idolatry for the Christian faith, hierarchies arose 
in every converted state, which maintained a close and perpetual inter
course with Rome and with each other. From the letters of our Boni
face, of Pope Gregory, and many others, we perceive, that an intercourse 
of personal civilities, visits, messages, and presents, was constantly taking 
place ; whatever that was rare, curious, or valuable, which one person 
possessed, he communicated, and not unfrequently gave, to his acquain
tance. This is very remarkable in the letters of our Boniface and his 
friends, of whom some were in England, some in France, some in Ger
many, and elsewhere. The most cordial phrases of urbanity and affection 
are usually followed by a present of apparel, the aromatic productions 
of the east, little articles of furniture and domestic comfort, books, &c. 
This reciprocity of liberality, and the perpetual visits, which all ranks in 
the state were in the habit of making to Rome, occasioned a general 
diffusion of the known conveniences and improved inventions which 
then appeared.”*

To architecture, civil and military, ancient Germany seems to have 
had as few pretensions, as to literature. Until the time of Charlemagne, 
the state of society there was a state of infancy. “ The ancient Saxons,” 
says Bede,t “ have no king, but many chiefs set over their people, who, 
when war presses, draw lots equally, and whomever the chance points 
out they all follow as leader, and obey, during the war. The war con
cluded, all the chiefs become again of equal power.”

“ That they had some sort of architecture,” says Mr. Turner, “ be
fore they invaded Britain, cannot be doubted, for they lived in edifices, 
and worshipped in temples, raised by their own skill. The verb, which 
they commonly used, when they spoke of building, satisfactorily shows 
us, that their ancient erections were of wood. So appropriate was the 
word to building, that, even when they became accustomed to stone 
edifices, they still retained it. The circles of stones found in Cornwall, 
Oxfordshire, and Derbyshire, as well as those in Westphalia, Brunswick,

* R im e r’s History ofthe Anglo-Saxons, book viii. ch. 6. f  Hist. JSccles. lib. i. ch., 10.



and Alsatia, which Keysler mentions, show rather the absence, than the* 
knowledge, of architectural science.”* Montfaucon says, that the Scy
thians built the temple of their god Mars of vine branches, on the top 
of which they placed an iron scymitar, the image of this deity.

The temple of the idol Irminsul, which was spacious and magnificent, 
appears, from the expressions of Adam of Bremen, to have been of wood. 
The palace of Ingleheim, near Mayence, burnt about the year 813, was 
of wood. According to Stow,t the first castle in Flanders was built in 
793, when this country became an earldom, immediately after the Saxon 
war of Charlemagne, with whose reign the aera of military architecture 
properly commences. In Germany, however, it appears, there were 
not any towns until long after this period, neither he nor any of his 
successors, before Henry the First, having encouraged them. The first 
erection of towns, in that country, was the work of the church. “ As 
not only a point of honour, but also a positive canon, required, that 
bishops should reside in towns, the bishops laboured to form towns for 
their residence; these were peopled partly by their vassals, partly by 
freemen, who sought their protection, but principally by artizans and 
traders. Henry I., anno 919, surrounded with walls the principal vil
lages in Saxony, and the neighbouring provinces. At this period, there 
was no trace of municipal government in Germany. In the time of 
Frederick I., emperor of Germany, anno 1152, buildings of stone were 
so rare, that a cotemporary historian, describing the violences then 
commonly practised, says, that every man carried steel and flint for set
ting fire to houses.”i

The habits and institutions of our Saxon forefathers evidently did not 
lead them to delight in towns. In England we find, that the country 
was divided into small hamlet lordships, and that the proprietors lived 
on their estates. Doomsday-Book shows that, at the conquest, the 
towns of England were smaH, and their population contemptible, while, 
at the same time, the country was remarkably populous. The Romans 
erected, in this country, many works in every province which they

* Turner’s H istory o f the Anglo-Saxons, book xii. ch. 5.
f  Chronicle, page 72* $ Miller’s Lectures, &c. vol. ii.



conquered. It is hardly possible to suppose that these were all destroyed 
when they quitted it. Yet, notwithstanding what of these must have 
•presented themselves in every part of the country, we find, in the time 
of Alfred, that English architecture was equally rude with that on the 
continent. Asser* informs us, that the walls of the Saxon castles were 
then of earth, and incompetent for defence against the Danes, in con
sequence of which, this monarch ordered their fortifications to be re
paired and strengthened with brickt and stone buildings, and the royal 
castle of Norwich is particularly stated to have been so improved by the 
king himself. But, in truth, although the court of this prince was the 
resort of learned men of all professions, as well foreigners as his own 
subjects, there was scarcely an individual in his kingdom who could 
erect a stone building. Of the elegance and comfort of his palace some 
notion may be formed from the fact, that hangings and lanthorns were 
used there from necessity, as defences against the wind, which this ill-' 
constructed fabric admitted freely, to the annoyance of its inhabitants.

It is true, that Giannone has borne testimony to the magnificence of 
the public works erected at Rome and Ravenna, under the direction of 
Theodoric, founder of the Gothic monarchy in Italy, anno 508. But 
Muratori assures us, that what he accomplished was with Italian archi
tects ; and Maffei, an Italian antiquary, declares, that “ it is not to the 
Goths, but to the Italians themselves, that the Gothic style of architec
ture is to be attributed.” Theodoric is entitled to great praise, not 
only for what he did, but for what he spared ; but it is to Charlemagne 
that we must ascribe the honour of having restored the splendour of 
Italy, a glory which he was enabled to acquire by the spoils of the 
Huns, who had become rich from the plunder of other countries.

E cclesiastica l arch itecture cam e to  th e  northern nations, w ith  Chris
tian ity , from  R o m e. C lovis, th e  first Christian k in g  o f  F ran ce, is

* Asserius de Vita Regis Aluredi, ed. 1603, quoted by Wilkins, Archasologia, vol. xii. p. 144.
f  I beg to mention here, that in a paper by the Dean of Exeter, read to the Society o f Antiquaries in 

the year 1756, it is stated that the art o f making bricks, was lost from the time o f the Romans until 
that o f Richard I I . ; upon which authority it seems this opinion still obtains; but if the above passage 
from Asser be correct, this opinion must be given up, because it is not probable that all the castles, 
were, at this period, repaired from the ruins of Roman works,



reported to have built the church of St. Genevieve, in 507, and many 
others, afterwards. His son, Childebert, erected, in 559, the church 
and abbey of St. German de Prez ; and Clothaire, that of St. Medard, 
,at Soissons, about the year 564. The churches, in Gaul, before this 
time, were either the ancient temples which had been consecrated to 
Christian worship, or churches erected by the Christians, before the for
mation of the kingdom of France, under Pharamond, who flourished 
seventy years before the conversion of Clovis.

The first Saxon churches in England, those of Northumberland, Dur
ham, and Greensted, in Essex, were built of wood. “ Bede,” says Ben- 
tham, “ informs us, that the first Saxon churches were built in king 
Ethelbert’s reign, who was converted anno 561.* He enumerates three, 
one in Canterbury, one in Rochester, and the cathedral of St. Paul, 
London ; but he has left the materials and manner of construction un
certain, and it is not until a century afterwards, with the exception of 
one church, built by Paulinus, soon after the conversion of Edwin, king 
of Northumberland, in 627, that he speaks positively to churches, of 
stone, and then, both he and Eddius, a contemporary historian, are 
careful to inform us, that they were the work of foreign artizans, under 
the directions of the English prelates, Biscopius and Wilfrid, whose 
designs were according to the Roman fashion.”t This style consisted 
of piers or round pillars, much stronger than the Tuscan, with rude 
capitals and bases, and semicircular arches ; and some of the most per
fect examples are, the White Tower of London, the chapel of St. 
Crosses, and of Christ Church, Oxford; and such also was the style of 
the old cathedral of Winchester. These two prelates may be justly 
considered as the founders of the Saxon architecture in England. Such 
was their zeal for its improvement, that they repeatedly visited Rome 
for this purpose, and sometimes in company. It was in Italy alone 
that in those days architecture could be studied, and Rome was still rich 
in monuments of art,—for, notwithstanding all she had suffered, there 
remained to her, in the latter days of paganism, a thousand temples,

*  This is a mistake. Ethelbert having been baptized by Augustan, who did not arrive until 596..
■f Introduction to the History o f E ly  Cathedral, see, 5.



sixty of which were situated on the Capitoline hill.* In this extensive 
field there were two fabrics of peculiar interest; the temple of Peace 
built by Vespasian, and the basilica of St. Peter of the Vatican. The 
former is an example of a three-aisled edifice, vaulted with diagonal 
cross vaults, and was probably the prototype of our cathedrals, as none 
were built in the form of a cross until the 10th century,t or, at all 
events, until Rome had been inspected for patterns by the Saxon 
bishops, although I am aware that another reason is usually assigned.

The basilica of St. Peter of the Vatican, was a beautiful structure, 
erected by Constantine the Great about the year 324, upon the scite of 
the circus of Nero, and for whose accommodation the temples of Apollo 
and Mars were demolished. To the honour of Alaric and Totila, they 
respected this elegant fabrick, the whole of which formed a cross, and it 
continued to adorn the capital of the Christian world until the beginning 
of the 16th century, when, crumbling with age, it was pulled down by 
order of Julius II. to make way for the gigantic and magnificent struc
ture which he began.

Not content with their personal labours, Biscop and Wilfrid hired 
workmen to follow them to England; and at Hexham, Rippon, and 
Weremouth, are still to be seen some specimens of what was then 
effected. The former has the credit of being the first who introduced, 
and from France, the art of painting and glazing.t The middle of the 
7th century may, therefore, be considered as the aera of the Roman 
Saxon style, an improvement, in Britain, upon the preceding wooden 
structures of the Saxons, and the more ancient basilic® of the Romans, 
whose flat roofs were supported without arches, by ranges of pillars only. 
An example of this kind of building did certainly appear a little earlier, 
in the church of St. Paul, London,' which was restored by Bishop Mel- 
litus in the reign of Ethelbert, with round arches, but still retaining 
the semicircular presbyterium or chancel, agreeably to the mode ofthe

*  Humphry’s Montfaucon, vol. ii. part 1st.
f  I have since learnt that the conventual church of Ramsey, in Huntingdonshire, was the first which 

was built in the form of a cross. It was begun A. D. 968, and finished in six years afterwards.
£ Stow’s Chronicle., page 74.



primitive churches. But it was the zeal of the prelates just mentioned, 
for the improvement of the architecture of their native land, that gave 
the tone to this style, which continued down to the 12th century, and 
was, as Bede* informs us, allowed by the Saxons themselves to be Roman. 
All this time, the Saxon laymen took neither interest nor share in these 
transactions; the bishops were the only architects, and the inferior 
clergy and monks, the masons. Indeed, it seems they were the only 
mechanics of those days, at least for the necessities of their own esta
blishments, for it is certain that all the clergy were then taught some 
trade, which, by the canons, they were obliged to practise at their leisure 
hours. The twelve hundred monks in the monastery of ancient Bangor 
were all tradesmen and labourers;+ St. Dunstan worked as a black
smith, and the abbot of Weremouth occasionally held the plough.

Thus, it appears, that the Saxons did not bring with them a know
ledge of architecture, and that in Britain, as well as in Germany, the 
first essays in this science were the work of the church. It appears, also, 
that the style then introduced, and continued through the remainder of 
the Saxon period, was purely Roman, having been first taught and 
practised in England by Roman masters, and that afterwards it was 
denominated Saxon, only because it prevailed during the dominion of 
this people in South Britain, and not from any peculiarity in the style 
itself.—Here we arrive at an intricacy, for, if what are commonly called 
the Roman and Saxon styles be identical, how, in the absence of dates, 
shall we be able to discriminate between them ? In general I fear this 
difficulty will be found insurmountable,t but, in the present instance, I 
hope to overcome it through the aid of the intrinsic evidence, and to 
show satisfactorily that the porch of St. Margaret’s was not the design

*  Hist. Eccles. lib. v., and Hist. Abb. Wiremouth et Gyrw. p. 2 9 5 ; quoted by Bentham, Hist, of  
E ly Cathedral, Introd. sec. 5th.

f  Bede, Hist. Eccles. lib. ii. ch. 2d.

J It was the opinion of Sir Christopher Wren ('Earentalia, p. 296), that the least fragment of a 
cornice or capital was sufficient to indicate whether it belonged to a Roman or Saxon edifice. And  
Mr. Wilkins (Archceologia, vol. xii. p. 174) has the following r e m a r k “ Thus, it appears likewise, that 
the respective dates of architecture are distinguishable by peculiar characters also: since it is not only 
by the great contour of the building, the shape of the arch, or the proportion ofthe columns and piers.



o f  a n y  S a x o n  b is h o p .  T o  t h e  d e v e l o p e m e n t  o f  t h i s  e v i d e n c e  I  n o w  
p r o c e e d .

I t  c o n s i s t s  o f  t w o  p a r ts  o r  f e a t u r e s  o f  t h e  c o s t u m e  ; t h e  f ir s t, c o m p r e 
h e n d i n g  t h e  s ig n s  o f t h e  Z o d ia c ,  a lr e a d y  m e n t i o n e d ;  t h e  s e c o n d ,  a  s p e 
c i f ic  s u b j e c t ,  c a r v e d  o n  t h e  a r c h  o f  t h e  p o r c h .

I n  a  fo r m e r  p a p e r ,  w h ic h  p r o f e s s e d  t o  e x p la in  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  z o d i 
a c a l  f ig u r e s  d e l i n e a t e d  o n  t h e  t e m p le s  o f  E g y p t  a n d  I n d ia ,  I  o f f e r e d  
s e v e r a l  r e a s o n s  in  p r o o f  o f  t h e i r ” b e i n g ,  in  s u c h  s i t u a t io n s ,  m y s t i c ,  n o t  
a s t r o n o m ic a l ,  s y m b o ls ,  a n d  f e e l  m u c h  s a t i s f a c t io n  in  h a v in g  h a d  t f i i s  
o p in io n  c o n f ir m e d  b y  s u b s e q u e n t  r e s e a r c h e s .  T h i s  a d d i t io n a l  e v i d e n c e  
w i l l  a p p e a r  in  t h e  e x p l i c a t i o n  w h ic h  I  a m  a b o u t  t o  o f fe r  o n  t h e  la s t  p a r t  
o f  m y  p r e s e n t  s u b j e c t ,  in  w h i c h  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  s ig n s - w i l l  b e  b r ie f ly  
t r a c e d  a m o n g  t h e  R o m a n s  d u r in g  t h e  d e c l i n e  o f  t h e ir  p o w e r ,  u n t i l  t h e  
s u b v e r s io n  o f  t h e  w e s t e r n  e m p ir e ,  w h e n  t h e y  f in a l ly  c e a s e d  t o  b e a r  t h e  
m y s t i c  im p o r t ,  a n d  b e c a m e  t h e  e x c l u s i v e  p r o p e r t y  o f  t h e  a s t r o n o m e r .

I t  i s  w e l l  k n o w n  t h a t  t h e  s u n  w a s ,  in  a n c i e n t  t im e s ,  t h e  c h i e f  a n d  
a lm o s t  o n l y  d e i t y  .a m o n g  t h e  p a g a n s .  A d o r a t io n  s e e m s  t o  h a v e  b e e n  
o r ig in a l ly  p a id  t o  t h e  n a tu r a l  lu m in a r y ,*  b u t  a f t e r w a r d s  im a g e s  w e r e  
s u b s t i t u t e d ,  w h ic h  b y  d e g r e e s  b e c a m e  a lm o s t  in n u m e r a b le .  I n  la t e r  
t im e s ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h e r e  w a s  o n e  i d o l  o f  t h e  s u n  w h ic h  b e c a m e  p r e - e m in e n t  
a m o n g  t h e  s y m b o ls  o f  t h i s  lu m in a r y ,  a n d  e n g r o s s e d ,  in  t h e  d e c l in e  o f  
p a g a n is m ,  t h e  u n iv e r s a l  h o m a g e  o f  t h e  h e a t h e n  w o r ld .

T h i s  w a s  a  h u m a n iz e d  e m b le m  o f  t h e  s u n ,  d e n o m in a t e d  M ith r a s ,  a n d  
r e p r e s e n t e d  u n d e r  t h e  f ig u r e  o f  a  y o u n g  m a n  c r o w n e d  w i t h  r a y s .  H i s  
n a m e  h a s  n o t  y e t  b e e n  e x p la in e d  b y  t h e  m o s t  p a t i e n t  m y t h o lo g i s t s ,  o n e  
b e l i e v i n g  i t  t o  b e  a  C h a ld e e  w o r d  s i g n i f y i n g  “  r a y s  o f  t h e  s u n ,”  o r  a

that their dates are ascertainable/but each little fragment of a moulding, or vestige of enrichment, 
marks the aera of the structure,'and assists the curious investigator in his researches into antiquity.” 
Sir Christopher was a scholar, as well as, perhaps, the greatest architect England ever produced. But 
notwithstanding, I may with due deference be permitted to ask, how many dates of ancient churches 
have these gentlemen determined, and why was one left to the conjectures of posterity?

* The worship of the sun, moon, and stars, was at first performed in the open fields. Hence the 
ancient Greeks, who were Sabeans, gave to the void or space between the earth and firmament the 
name of temple, and to the objects-of their adoration that of Theo, which originally signified the mere 
action of turning or running.



r e v o lu t io n  or, c y c l e  o f  t h a t  b o d y  •, a n o th e r ,  t h a t  i t  i s  d e r iv e d  f r o m  t h e  
G r e e k  w o r d  m io ,  t o  t i e ,  b e c a u s e  h is  c a p  i s  b o u n d  r o u n d  h is  h e a d  i n  t h e  
s h a p e  o f  t h e  P e r s ia n  b o n n e t ; w h i l e  a  t h ir d  a s s e r t s  i t  t o  b e  s im p ly  t h e  
S y r ia c  t e r m  fo r  L o r d ; a n d  a  f o u r t h ,  t h a t  i t  w a s  g i v e n  t o  h im  b e c a u s e  
t h e  s u n  is  s u b j e c t  t o  e c l i p s e s .  T h e  f ig u r e  i t s e l f ,  h o w e v e r ,  s e e m s  t o  b e  
in t e n d e d  o n l y  a s  a  p e r s o n if ic a t io n  o f  t h e  e a s t e r n  g e n d e r  o f  t h e  s u n ,  foi* 
w h ic h  t h e  f a c e  a n d  p h a l lu s  w e r e  c h a r a c t e r i s t ic  d im in u t iv e s  a n d  c o m m o n  
s u b s t i t u t e s .

T h e r e  i s  a ls o  m u c h  u n c e r t a in t y  a s  t o  t h e  c o u n t r y  w h ic h  g a v e  b ir t h  t o  
t h i s  id o l .  T h e  g e n e r a l  o p in io n  d e r iv e s  i t  f r o m  P e r s ia ,  y e t  i t  i s  s t r a n g e  
t h a t  t h i s  o p in io n  d o e s  n o t  s t a n d  e v e n  o n  a  p la u s ib le  f o u n d a t io n .  T h a t  
d i s t in g u i s h e d  a n t iq u a r y  M o n t f a u c o n  o b s e r v e s ,  i n  h is  “ I n t r o d u c t i o n ,”  
t h a t  “  t h e  P e r s ia n s  a d o r e d  t h e  n a t u r a l  s u n  a t  f ir s t , a f t e r w a r d s  u n d e r  
t h e  f ig u r e  o f  a  y o u n g  m a n , M ith r a s ,  w h ic h  w o r s h ip  e x t e n d e d  t o  G r e e c e ,  
a n d  s p r e a d  o v e r  t h e  w h o le  R o m a n  e m p ir e  ;”  b u t  r e c o l l e c t i n g  a f t e r w a r d s ,  
t h a t  in  t h e  m o s t  a n c i e n t  a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  r e l ig io n  o f  t h e  P e r s ia n s ,  d e l iv e r e d  
b y  H e r o d o t u s ,  i t  i s  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e y  h a d  n o  s t a t u e s ,  h e  q u a l i f ie s  w h a t  
h e  h a d  s a id  b e f o r e  b y  in t im a t in g ,  t h a t  “  i t  i s  s u p p o s e d  t h e  w o r s h ip  o f  
M ith r a s  w a s  i n t r o d u c e d  in t o  t h a t  c o u n t r y  b y  f o r e ig n  m e r c h a n t s .” * T h i s  
l a t t e r  o p in io n  is  v e r y  s a t i s f a c t o r i ly  c o n f ir m e d  b y  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  o b s e r v a 
t io n s  o f  M r . B r y a n t :— “  M ith r a s  w a s  a  C h a ld a ic  g o d  ; a d o r e d  a t  H e 
l io p o l i s ,  in  E g y p t ,  w h e r e  o b e l i s k s  w e r e  e r e c t e d  t o  h im . H e  w a s  c o m 
m o n ly  r e p r e s e n t e d  u n d e r  t h e  c h a r a c te r  o f  O s ir is  a n d  O r u s .  S t e p h a n u s  
s p e a k s  o f  M ith r a s  a s  a  m a n  a n d  j o i n s  h im  w it h  P h le g y a s ,  a n d  in f o r m s  
u s  t h a t  t h e s e  w e r e  t h e  a u t h o r s  o f  t h e  E t h i o p i c  r i t e s  a n d  w o r s h ip  ; f o r  
t h e y  w e r e  b y  b ir th  E t h io p ia n s  ; w h ic h  p e o p l e  w e r e  t h e  f ir s t  n a t io n  c o n 
s t i t u t e d  in  t h e  w o r l d ; a n d  t h e  f ir s t  w h o  e n a c t e d  la w s ,  a n d  t a u g h t  m e n  
t o  r e v e r e n c e  t h e  g o d s .

“  T h e r e  w a s  a  t e m p le  o f  t h e  g o d ,  S o l ,  in  A r c a d ia .  T h i s  w a s  a n  a n 
c i e n t  n a m e  fo r  M ith r a s ,  a n d  O s ir is ,  in  t h e  e a s t .  H e n c e  t h e  p r ie s t s  o f  
t h e  s u n  w e r e  c a l l e d  S o l i  a n d  S o l im i ,  i n  C i l i c ia  ; S e l l i ,  in  E p ir u s  ; S a l i i ,  
a t  R o m e  j a n d  d e s c r ib e d  b y  V i r g i l  t h u s —

* Humphry’s Montfaucon, vol. ii. part 2.
VOL. XU r?



“  ‘ T u r n  S a l i i  a d  C a n tu s  in c e n s a  a l ta r ia  c ir c u m . ’ ” *
F r o m  a  p a s s a g e  in  G ib b o n ’s  D e c l i n e  a n d  F a l l ,  w e  m a y ,  w i t h  p r o b a 

b i l i t y ,  in f e r ,  t h a t  t h e  s t a t e  r e l ig io n  o f  P e r s ia  w a s  p u r e  S a b a is m , e v e n  i n  
t h e  t h ir d  c e n t u r y  o f  t h e  C h r is tia n  sera . I n  r e la t in g  t h e  s a c k  o f  A n t i o c h ,  
b y  S a p o r , K i n g  o f  P e r s ia ,  in  t h e  r e ig n  o f  V a le r ia n ,  t h is  a u t h o r  m e n t io n s ,  
t h a t  “  t h e  t i d e  o f  d e v a s t a t io n  w a s  s t o p p e d  fo r  a  m o m e n t ,  b y  t h e  r e s o lu -  
t i o n  o f  t h e  h ig h  p r ie s t  o f  E m e s a , w h o  a p p e a r e d  in  h is  s a c r a d o t a l  r o b e s  
a t  t h e  h e a d  o f  a  b o d y  o f  f a n a t ic  p e a s a n t s ,  a r m e d  w i t h  s l in g s ,  a n d  d e 
f e n d e d  h is  g o d  a n d  h i s  p r o p e r t y  f r o m  t h e  s a c r i l e g io u s  h a n d s  o f  t h e  
P e r s ia n s .” !

B o t h  p a r t ie s  w e r e  H e l io la t e r s ,  b u t  t h e  p e o p le  o f  S y r ia  h a d  l o n g  b e 
f o r e  b e c o m e  H e l io - i d o la t e r s ,  o r  w o r s h ip p e r s  o f  t h e  s u n ,  t h r o u g h  t h e  m e 
d iu m  o f  r e p r e s e n t a t iv e  im a g e s ,  a n d  c o n s e q u e n t l y  o b n o x io u s  t o  t h e  P e r 
s ia n s  a s  h e r e t ic s .  T h a t  t h e  id o l  in  t h i s  t e m p le  w as, M ith r a s ,  i s  p la c e d  
b e y o n d  a  d o u b t ,  f r o m  i t s  h a v in g  b e e n  f r o m  S y r ia  t h a t  h is  w o r s h ip  s p r e a d  
t h r o u g h  t h e  w e s t e r n  e m p ir e ,  a n d  f r o m  t h e  c ir c u m s t a n c e  o f  i t s  s y m b o ls ,  
a p p e a r in g  o n  t h e  c o in s  o f  H e l io g a b u lu s ,  w h o  w a s  p r ie s t  o f  t h i s  t e m p le  
b e f o r e  h i s  e le v a t io n  t o  t h e  p u r p le ,  a n d  a f t e r w a r d s  o f  t h a t  w h ic h  h e  b u i l t  
o n  t h e  C a p i t o l in e  h i l l  t o  t h e  s a m e  g o d .  T h e r e  s e e m s  t o  b e ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  
n o  g o o d  r e a s o n  fo r  r e fe r r in g  t h e  o r ig in  o f  t h i s  m o d if ic a t io n  o f  t h e  w o r 
s h ip  o f  t h e  s u n  t o  P e r s ia .

A l t h o u g h  t h e  w o r s h ip  o f  M ith r a s  w a s  c o m m o n  in  G r e e c e  a n d  A s ia ,  
b e f o r e  t h e  R o m a n  c o m m o n w e a l t h  h a d  r e a c h e d  i t s  z e n i t h ,  y e t  n o  m e m o 
r ia l  e x i s t s  f r o m  w h ic h  i t  c a n  e v e n  b e  in f e r r e d ,  t h a t  i t  w a s  p u b l i c l y  r e 
c o g n i z e d ,  in  I t a l y ,  b e f o r e  t h e  R o m a n s  e n g a g e d  in  f o r e ig n  w a r s , b e c a u s e ,  
u n t i l  t h e n ,  t h e r e  i s  a m p le  e v i d e n c e  t o  p r o v e ,  t h a t  t h e y  p r e s e r v e d  a  s in 
c e r e  a t t a c h m e n t  t o  t h e  a n c i e n t  n a t io n a l  f a i t h  p r e s c r ib e d  b y  t h e  c o d e  o f  
N u m a ,  w h ic h  in c u l c a t e d  t h e  e x c l u s i v e  w o r s h ip  o f  t h e  g o d s  o f  t h e ir  
f a t h e r s ,  a n d  v e n e r a t io n  fo r  t h e ir  a n c ie n t  r i t e s  a n d  t e n e t s .  T h e  g o d s  o f  
t h e i r  f a t h e r s  w e r e  t h e  s im p le  a n d  r u s t ic  d iv in i t i e s  o f  E tr u r ia  a n d  L a t iu m ,  
u n t i l  t h e  t h r e e  h u n d r e d t h  a n d  f i f t i e t h  y e a r  o f  t h e  c i t y ,  w h e n  a  p o r t io n

* Anal, of Ant. Mythol. vol. iv. p. 313, and vol. i. p. 38.
f  Vol. ii. p. 438,—8vo. ed.



o f  t h e  im p o s in g  a n d  e l e g a n t  m y t h o l o g y  w h ic h  h a d  b e e n  e m b e l l i s h e d  b y  
t h e  c o n c e p t io n s  o f  H o m e r  a n d  h a n d  o f  P h id ia s  w a s  a d d e d  t o  t h e  n a t iv e  
s t o c k  ; a t  w h ic h  t im e  L i v y  e n u m e r a t e s ,  a m o n g  t h e  p r in c ip a l  d e i t i e s  o f  
R o m e ,  A p o l l o ,  L a t o n a ,  D i a n a ,  H e r c u l e s ,  M e r c u r y ,  a n d  N e p t u n e .  B u t  
t h e s e ,  a s  y e t ,  r e c e i v e d  t h e  a d o r a t io n s  o f  t h e  R o m a n s ,  in  t h e  s im p le  c a 
p a c i t y  o f  i n d e p e n d e n t  r u le r s  o f  t h e  e l e m e n t s  a n d  p a r t ic u la r  p o w e r s  o f  
n a t u r e ,  a n d  n o  o t h e r s  a p p e a r  t o  h a v e  b e e n  a s s o c ia t e d  w i t h  t h e m , u n t i l  a  
t a s t e  f o r  t h e  G r e c ia n  p h i lo s o p h y  b e g a n  t o  p r e v a i l ,  w i t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  
o f  E s c u la p iu s ,  in  t h e  c o n s u la t e  o f  P o s t h u m u s  M e g e l l u s  a n d  C a iu s  
J u n iu s  B r u t u s ,  a n d  a g a in ,  a n n o  u r b is  4 6 2  ; a n d  o f  C y b e le  d u r in g  t h e  
s e c o n d  P u n i c  w a r .

E n n iu s ,  i s  p e r h a p s  t h e  f ir s t  R o m a n  w r it e r  w h o  m e n t io n s  t h e  D i i  C o n - 
s e n te s , o r  t w e l v e  g r e a t  g o d s  o f  t h e  R o m a n s ,  w h ic h  h e  h a s  t r a n s m it t e d  
t o  u s  in  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  d i s t i c h  f r o m  a n  o ld  G r e e k  p o e t .*

J u n o ,  V e s ta ,  M i n e r v a ,  C e r e s ,  D i a n a ,  V e n u s , M a r s ,
M e r c u r i u s ,  J o v i ,  N e p t u n u s ,  V u lc a n u s , A p o l lo .

T h e s e ,  a s  I  h a v e  e l s e w h e r e  s h o w n , t  a r e  m e r e ly  L a t in  a p p e l la t io n s  f o r  
t h e  t w e l v e  g r e a t  g o d s  o f  G r e e c e ,  a t t r ib u t e s  o f  t h e  s u n ,  a n d  o f  w h ic h  t h e  
s ig n s  o f  t h e  z o d i a c  w e r e  p e r s o n if ic a t io n s .

T h e  w o r s h ip  o f  t h e  s u n  d o e s  n o t  in d e e d  a p p e a r  t o  h a v e  b e e n  e s t a 
b l i s h e d  b y  la w  in  t h e  t im e  o f  E n n iu s ,  b u t  f r o m  s o m e  p r o h ib ito r y '  o r d e r s  
o f  t h e  S e n a t e ,  a g a i n s t  t h e  s o la r  r i t e s  o r  E g y p t i a n  s u p e r s t i t io n s ,  a s  t h e y  
a r e  c a l l e d  b y  s o m e  a u t h o r s ,  f it  s e e m s  t o  h a v e  b e e n  c l a n d e s t i n e l y  p r a c 
t i s e d  e v e n  b e f o r e  t h i s  p e r io d .  A c c o r d i n g l y ,  w e  f in d  a  d e c r e e  o f  t h e  
S e n a t e  r e c o r d e d  in  t h e  6 5 7 t h  y e a r  o f  t h e  c i t y ,  a n d  c o n s u ls h ip  o f  C n .  
C o r n e l iu s  L e n t u l u s  a n d  P .  L i c i n i u s  C r a s s u s ,  f o r b id d in g  t h e  im m o la t io n  
o f  m a n , N o w ,  a s  h u m a n  s a c r if ic e s  w e r e  u n k n o w n  a m o n g  t h e  R o m a n s  
u n t i l  t h e  in t r o d u c t io n  o f  t h e  M i t h r a t i c  m y s t e r ie s ,  t  w e  h a v e  h e r e  p o s i t iv e

* This fragment of Ennius has been preserved by Varro de R. R ,
f  Classical Jour. Nos. 55-6-7. For an account of these gods, see the notes to the first vol. of 

Rausanius’ English Translation, vol. iii. p. 276.
J Among other authorities, Photius, in his Life of Athanasius, mention's, that there Was a Greek 

temple in Alexandria, in which, in ancient times, the Greeks performed sacred rites to Mithras sacri
ficing men, women, and children, and auguring from their own viscera. And Socrates and Sozomen



3 6  I n q u h 'y  in to  th e  A g e  o f t h e  P o r c h  o f
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t e s t i m o n y  t o  t h e ir  p r iv a t e  c e le b r a t io n  a t  l e a s t ,  a b o u t  s e v e n t y  y e a r s  a f t e r  
t h e  d e a th  o f  E n n iu s .

M r .  G ib b o n  a ls o  s t a t e s ,  u p o n  a u t h o r i t y ,  t h a t  a b o u t  f o r t y - t w o  y e a r s  
a f t e r w a r d s ,  t h e  t e m p le  o f  I s i s  a n d  S e r a p is  w a s  d e m o l i s h e d ,  b y  o r d e r  o f  
t h e  S e n a t e ,  a n d  e v e n  b y  t h e  h a n d s  o f  t h e  C o n s u l  h im s e l f ,  a n d  t h a t  t h e ir  
w o r s h ip p e r s .h a d  b e f o r e  b e e n  r e p e a t e d ly  b a n is h e d  t h e  c i t y .*

O f  t h e  f r e q u e n t  a t t e m p t s  t h a t  h a d  b e e n  m a d e  t o  in t r o d u c e  f o r e ig n  
s u p e r s t i t io n s  d u r in g  t h e  b e t t e r  d a y s  o f  t h e  r e p u b l ic ,  L i v y t  h a s  f u r n is h e d  
a m p le  p r o o f ,  in  a  s p e e c h  w h ic h  h e  h a s  r e c o r d e d  o f  o n e  o f  t h e  C o n s u ls ,  
w h o  h a r a n g u e d  t h e  p e o p l e  o n  t h e  d i s c o v e r y  o f  t h e  s e c t  o f  t h e  B a c c h a n -  
n a ls ,  a  d i s c o v e r y  w h ic h  f i l l e d  R o m e  w i t h  t h e  u t m o s t  h o r r o r . “  H o w  
o f t e n , ”  s a id  h e ,  “  w a s  i t  g i v e n  in  c h a r g e  t o  t h e  m a g is t r a t e s ,  in  t h e  a g e s  

» o f  o u r  f a t h e r s  a n d  g r a n d f a t h e r s ,  t o  p r o h ib i t  t h e  p e r f o r m a n c e  o f  a n y  
f o r e ig n  r e l ig io u s  r i t e s ; t o  b a n is h  s t r o l l in g  s a c r if ic e r s  a n d  s o o t h s a y e r s  
f r o m  t h e  f o r u m , c ir c u s ,  a n d  t h e  c i t y ; t o  s e a r c h  f o r  a n d  b u r n  b o o k s  o f  
d iv in a t io n ,  a n d  t o  a b o l is h  e v e r y  m o d e  o f  s a c r i f ic in g  t h a t  w a s  n o t  c o n 
f o r m a b le  t o  t h e  R o m a n  p r a c t i c e .”  A s  t h e  w o r s h ip  o f  t h e  s u n  p r e v a i le d  
a t  t h is  t im e  a m o n g  t h e  m o r e  p o l i s h e d  n a t io n s ,  i t  is  r e a s o n a b le  t o  s u p 
p o s e ,  t h a t  i t  w a s  a l lu d e d  t o  o n  t h i s  m e m o r a b le  o c c a s io n  w h ic h  o c c u r r e d  
a b o u t  1 8 6  y e a r s ,  B .  C .

T h a t  S e r a p is  w a s  a n  id o l  o f  t h e  s u n ,  i s  a l lo w e d  b y  t h e  m o s t  e m in e n t  
m y t h o lo g i s t s .  T h e  t w o  f o l l o w i n g  in s c r ip t io n s  a r e  f r o m  M o n t f a u c o n . t

T o  J u p i t e r  th e  S u n  th e  g r e a t  S e r a p i s ,  a n d  to  th e  G o d s  th a t  a r e  w o r 
s h ip p e d  in  th e  s a m e  T e m p le .

T o  J u p i t e r  the. S u n  th e  g r e a t  S e ra p is ...

I n  t h e  B r i t i s h  M u s e u m  a ls o ,  in  t h e  s ix t h  r o o m  o f  A n t iq u i t i e s ,  N o .  9 5 ,  
i s  .a  s m a l l  s t a t u e  o f  J u p i t e r ,  s i t t in g ,  h a v i n g  t h e  e r e c t  a n d  i n v e r t e d  t o r c h ,

report, that, in the reign of Julian and Theodosius, the cave of Mithras, at Alexandria, was opened, and 
found full of sculls of human victims. Pallas, in Porphyry, also mentions the Mithratic mysteries in 

' connection with the abolition of human sacrifices by the Emperor Hadrian. But this abomination 
was a common rite in this worship from the earliest times, for the ancient Syrians “ caused theis- 
children to pass through the fire to Moloch,” a personification of the sun.

* Decline and Dally vol. i. p. 52, f  Lib. xxx. sec. 16.
J Vol. ii. book iii. ch. 1st, and book iv. ch. 6th, Humphrey’s Translation.



in t im a t in g  h is  t w o - f o ld  c a p a c i t y  a s  k i n g  o f  t h e  u p p e r  a n d  lo w e r  r e g io n s ,  
o r  t h e  s u m m e r  a n d  w in t e r  s u n .

T h e  E n n ia n  o r  R o m a n  J o v e ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  a n d  t h e  m e m b e r s  o f  h i s  c o u n 
c i l ,  t h e  D i i  C o n s e n te s ,  o r  D i i  m a jo r u m  g e n t iu m ,  w e r e  t y p e s  o f  t h e  s u n  
a n d  h is  a t t r ib u t e s ,  a d o p t e d  f r o m  t h e  m y t h o l o g y  o f  G r e e c e ,  a n d  f a m il ia r  
t o  t h e  R o m a n s ,  a t  t h e  t i m e  t h i s  p o e t  w r o t e ,  a s  h e  e n u m e r a t e s  t h e m  
a m o n g  t h e  d e i t i e s  o f  h i s  c o u n t r y m e n .

A s  i t  w i l l  h e r e a f t e r  a p p e a r , t h a t  t h e s e  w e r e  t h e  M y t h r a t i c  s y m b o ls ,  i t  
f o l lo w s  t h a t  P lu t a r c h ,  w h o  a f f e c t s  t o  b e  p a r t ic u la r  a s  t o  t h e  p e r io d  a n d  
p e o p le  b y  w h o m  t h i s  w o r s h ip  w a s  i n t r o d u c e d  in t o  I t a l y ,  m u s t  b e  m is , 

t a k e n ,  w h e n  h e  a ff irm s ( L i f e  o f P o m p e y )  t h a t  i t  w a s  b r o u g h t  t o  R o m e  
f ir s t  in  t h e  t im e  o f  P o m p e y ,  a n d  b y  t h e  p ir a te s  w h o  w e r e  s u b d u e d  b y  
t h a t  i l lu s t r io u s  c o m m a n d e r ,  w h o  f lo u r is h e d  120 y e a r s  a f t e r  E n n iu s .

U n t i l  t h e ir  in t e r f e r e n c e ,  in  t h e  a ffa irs  o f  G r e e c e  a n d  L o w e r  A s ia ,  t h e  
R o m a n s  m a y  b e  s a id  t o  h a v e  p r e s e r v e d  t h e ir  p r im it iv e  r e l ig io n ,  a n d  
u n d e r  i t s  in f lu e n c e ,  t h e ir  p r im it iv e  v ir t u e .  T h e  in n o v a t io n s  p r e v io u s ly  
a t t e m p t e d  p r o c e e d e d  f r o m  t h e  z e a l  o f  f a n a t ic i s m  a lo n e ,  a n d  t h o u g h  a t  
t im e s  p a r t ia l ly  s u c c e s s f u l  in  i t s  a p p e a l  t o  t h e  c r e d u l i t y  o f  t h e  p e o p le ,  
w a s  y e t  e f f e c t u a l ly  w i t h in  t h e  c o n t r o u l  o f  t h e  la w s ,  w h o s e  s a lu t a r y  r e 
s t r a in t  t h e  S e n a t e ,  w h o ,  t h r o u g h o u t , t h e  c o m m o n w e a l t h ,  r e s p e c t e d  t h e  
v e n e i-a b le  i n s t i t u t io n s  o f  N u m a ,  o c c a s io n a l ly  in t e r p o s e d  t o  c h e c k  t h e  
in u n d a t io n  o f  f o r e i g n  r i t e s .*

% That the religion of the ancient Greeks and Romans had no connection with their morality; is a 
misconception 'founded upon ignorance of their history, and as it has been publicly maintained, in a 
very recent work, I shall, perhaps, be.excused for exposing this error here since it interferes with the 
view I  have taken of the same subject.

In Southey’s “ Booh of the Church” the author observes, vol. i. p. 11, that, “ Religion had no con
nection with morality among the Greek and Roman heathens, and this was one main cause of their 
degeneracy and- corruption. Religion consisted with them merely in the observance of certain rites, 
and the performance of sacrifices; men were left to the schools of philosophy, there to choose their 
system of morals, and learn a rule of life.”

The above remark, he gives upon the authority of Bishop Stillingffeet; the following I g;ive upon that 
of Polybius, and is so conclusive as to supersede the necessity of further quotation.

In his estimate of the Roman manners, of his own day, compared with those of other cotemporary 
and ancient people, he thus assigns the cause of the pre-eminent morality of the former :—

“ But, among all the useful institutions which demonstrate the superior excellence of the Roman



B u t  a f t e r  t h e  c o n q u e s t  o f  t h e  E a s t  R o m e  b e c a m e  t h e  h e a d  o f  a  m i g h t y  
e m p ir e ,  a n d  w a s  in c e s s a n t l y  f i l le d  w i t h  s u b j e c t s  a n d  s tr a n g e r s  f r o m  e v e r y  
p a r t  o f  t h e  w o r ld ,  w h o ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  f o r e ig n  l i t e r a tu r e ,  i n t r o d u c e d  a  
v a r ie t y  o f  e x o t i c  s u p e r s t i t io n s  t o  t h e  n e g l e c t  o f  t h e  a n c ie n t  w o r s h ip .  I t  
w a s  t h e n  t h a t  s h e  b e c a m e ,  in  t h e  l a n g u a g e  o f  h e r  m o d e r n  h is t o r ia n ,  
“ t h e  c o m m o n  t e m p le  o f  h e r  s u b j e c t s ,  a n d  t h a t  t h e  f r e e d o m  o f  t h e  i m 
p e r ia l  c i t y  w a s  b e s t o w e d  o n  a l l  t h e  g o d s  o f  m a n k in d .”

T h e  d a w n  o f  p h i lo s o p h y  a n d  p o l i t e  l i t e r a t u r e ,  a t  R o m e ,  w a s  c o e t a -  
n e o u s  w i t h  t h e  m a r c h  o f  h e r  a r m ie s  i n t o  S y r ia .  T h i s  w a s  t h e  a g e  o f  
E n n iu s ,  o f  C a to ,  a n d  o f  A f r ic a n u s  t h e  e ld e r ,  w h o  a c c o m p a n ie d  h is  
b r o t h e r ,  C o r n e l iu s ,  c o m m a n d e r  o f  t h e  f ir s t  e x p e d i t i o n  a g a in s t  t h e  S y r o -  
M a c e d o n ia n  K in g s .

T h e  l o v e r s  o f  w is d o m  n o w  b e g a n  t o  f r e q u e n t  t h e  s c h o o ls  o f  M a g n a  
G r e c ia ,  a n d  A t h e n s ,  w h e r e  t h e  t e a c h e r s ,  f r o m  m o t iv e s  o f  r iv a lr y ,  a s  
m u c h  a s  f r o m  a  s p ir i t  o f  in q u ir y ,  w e r e  d iv id e d  in t o  a  v a r ie t y  o f  c o n 
t e n d i n g  s e c t s .  I n  e a c h  s c h o o l ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h e y  w e r e  a l ik e  in s t r u c t e d  t o

government, the most considerable, perhaps, is the opinion which the people are taught to hold con
cerning the Gods; and that which other men regard as an object of disgrace, appears, in my judg
ment, to be the very thing by which this republic is sustained, I mean, superstition, which is impressed 
with all its terrors, and influences both the private actions of individuals, and the public administra
tion of the State, in a degree that can scarcely be exceeded. To me, it appears, that this contrivance 
was at first adopted for the sake of the multitude. For if it were possible for a State to be composed 
•of wise men only, there would, ̂ perhaps, be no need of any such invention. But as the people uni
versally are fickle, filled with irregular desires, precipitate in their passions, and prone to violence; v 
there is no way left to restrain them, but by the dread of things unseen, and by the pageantry ofier- 
rifying fiction. The ancients, therefore, acted with good reason when they inculcated the notions 
concerning the gods, and the belief of infernal punishments; but much more those of the present 
age, are to be charged with rashness and absurdity, in endeavouring to extirpate these opinions. For 
not to mention other effects which flow from such an institution, if, among the Greeks, for example, 
a single talent be entrusted to those who have the management of any public money, though they 
give ten written .sureties, with as many seals, and twice as many witnesses, they are unable to dis
charge the trust reposed in them with integrity* But, the Romans, on the other hand, who, in the 
course of their magistracies, and in embassies, d̂isburse the greatest sums, are prevailed on by the 
single obligation of an oath, to discharge their duty with strict honesty. And, as in other States, a 
man is rarely found, whose hands are pure from public robbery; so among the Romans it is no less 
rare to discover one tainted with this crime.” The historian goes on to show the true cause ofthe 
degeneracy of morals in great states, from which he predicted, with singular accuracy, the future fate 
o f Rome.—See Ms General History, booh vi. conclusion,.—Hampton’s Trans.



r e j e c t  a n d  c o n d e m n  t h e  r e l ig io n  o f  t h e  m u l t i t u d e ,  t o  s m i le  a t . t h e  p io u s  
c e r e m o n ie s  o f  t h e ir  f a t h e r s ,  a n d  t o  a s s e r t  t h e  in d e p e n d e n t  d i g n i t y  o f  
r e a s o n . M e n  s o  e d u c a t e d  w e r e  n o t  d i s p o s e d  -to  w r a n g le  a b o u t  n e w  
m o d e s  o f  f a i t h  o r  w o r s h ip ,  a n d  t h o u g h  t h e y  w e r e  c o n s t r a in e d  t o  y i e l d  
o b e d ie n c e  t o  t h e  la w s  b y  p u b l i c  a c t s  o f  d e v o t io n ,  y e t  t h e y  a p p r o a c h e d  
t h e  m o s t  s a c r e d  f a n e s  w i t h  in w a r d  c o n t e m p t ,  a n d  e v e n  t h e  P o n t i f e x  
M a x im u s  o f t e n  r i d i c u le d  in  p r iv a t e  b o t h  t h e  o b j e c t s  a n d  s y s t e m  o f  w h ic h  
h e  w a s  g u a r d ia n .  W it h  t h e  d if fu s io n  o f  G r e c ia n  l i t e r a t u r e ,  t h e s e  a t h e 
i s t i c a l  o p in io n s  s p r e a d  a m o n g  t h e  p a t r i c i a n s ; a n d  t h e  l e g i o n s ,  w h o  h a d  
i n t i m a t e l y  m i x e d  w i t h  id o la t e r s  o f  a  d i f f e r e n t  c a s t ,  c o m p le t e d  t h e  d o w n -  
f a l  o f  t h e  i n d i g e n o u s  s u p e r s t i t io n s  o f  I t a l y ,  b y  t h e  p r o p a g a t io n  o f  t h e  
r i t e s  o f  t h e  S y r ia n  M ith r a s  a m o n g  t h e  c o m m o n a l t y .  O n  t h e  d e a th  o f  
C sesa r , t h e  t e m p l e  o f  S e r a p is  w a s  r e s t o r e d  a t  t h e  p u b l i c  e x p e n s e ,  a n d  
u n d e r  A u g u s t u s ,  h is  w o r s h ip  h a d  b e c o m e  f a s h io n a b le  a t  c o u r t ,  a s  a p 
p e a r s  f r o m  t h e  c o in s  o f  t h e  B r i t i s h  P r in c e ,  C u n o b e l in e ,  w h o  r e s id e d  i n  
R o m e  d u r in g  p a r t  o f  t h is  E m p e r o r ’s  r e ig n ,  o n  w h ic h ,  a m o n g  o t h e r  
R o m a n  d e v ic e s ,  m a y  b e  s e e n  t h e  s y m b o ls  o f  t h is  d e i t y .*

B u t ,  a l t h o u g h  t h i s  w o r s h ip  w a s  r e c o g n i z e d  in  t h e  w a n e  o f  t h e  r e 
p u b l i c ,  a n d  i n  t h e  f ir s t  d a y s  o f  m o n a r c h y ,  a n d  t h e  p r o t e c t io n  o f  t h e  la w  h a d  
b e e n  y i e l d e d  t o  i t s  v o t a r ie s ,  b y  a  c o r r u p t  a n d  h u m b le d  s e n a t e ,  in  o b e 
d i e n c e  t o  t h e  w is h e s  o f  a  p r e j u d ic e d  e m p e r o r  a n d  c la m o r o u s  b o d y  o f  
c i t i z e n s ,  y e t  t h e r e  is  a  c ir c u m s t a n c e  r e c o r d e d  b y  T a c i t u s ,  w h i c h  s h o w s  
t h a t  i t  d id  n o t  g e n e r a l l y  p r e v a i l  e v e n  s o  l a t e  a s  t h e  s i x t y - n in t h  y e a r  o f  
t h e  C h r is t ia n  aera, a n d  t h a t  t h e  w e s t e r n  p r o v in c e s  h a d  n o t  t h e n  b e c o m e  
in f e c t e d ,  s in c e  i t  s e e m s  t o  h a v e  b e e n  s t i l l  u n k n o w n  t o  t h e  l e g i o n s  w h o  
g a r r is o n e d  G a u l ,  t h e  b a n k s  o f  t h e  R h i n e ,  a n d  B r i t a in ,

I n  d e t a i l in g  t h e  e v e n t s  o f  t h e  c iv i l  w a r , w h ic h  s u c c e e d e d  t h e  d e a t h  
o f  O t h o ,  t h i s  a u t h o r  r e la t e s ,  t h a t  o n  t h e  m o r n in g  o f  t h e  e n g a g e m e n t ,  
w h i c h  l e d  t o  t h e  c a p tu r e  o f  C r e m o n a ,  b y  t h e  a r m y  w h ic h  h a d  d e c la r e d  
fo r  V e s p a s ia n ,  “  t h e  t h ir d  l e g i o n ,  a c c o r d in g  t o  t h e  c u s t o m  o b s e r v e d  i n  
S y r ia ,  p a id  t h e i r  a d o r a t io n  t o  t h e  r i s in g  s u n .”  “  T h i s  e a s t e r n  fo r m  o f  
w o r s h ip ,”  h e  c o n t in u e s ,  “  e i t h e r  b y  c h a n c e ,  o r  b y  t h e  c o n t r iv a n c e  o f

* Many of these are engraved in the works of Pegge and Stukely. Fifty are said to have reached, 
our times.



A n t o n i u s ,  g a v e  r is e  t o  a  s u d d e n  r e p o r t ,  t h a t  M u c ia n u s  h a d  a r r iv e d ,  a n d .  
t h a t  t h e  t w o  c o n f e d e r a t e  a r m ie s  e x c h a n g e d  m u t u a l  s a lu t a t io n s .” *—  
L i c i n i u s  M u c ia n u s  a n d  A n t o n i u s  h a d  e a c h  e m b r a c e d  t h e  c a u s e  o f  
V e s p a s ia n  a g a in s t  V i t e l l i u s .  T h e  fo r m e r  w a s  t h e n  a t  t h e  h e a d  o f  t h e  
f o r c e s  o f  t h e  e a s t ,  a n d  g o v e r n o r  o f  S y r ia ,  a n d  t h e  la t t e r  c o m m a n d e d  
t h e  t r o o p s ,  w h o  h a d  r e v o l t e d  f r o m  V i t e l l i u s ,  i n  G e r m a n y  a n d  G a u l .  
T h e  t h ir d  l e g i o n  h a d ,  n o t  l o n g  b e f o r e ,  b e e n  r e m o v e d  fr o m  t h e  e a s t ,  a s  
w e  r e a d  o f  i t s  s e r v in g  u n d e r  M a r k  A n t h o n y  a g a in s t  t h e  P a r t h ia n s  ( w h o  
a r e  d e s c r ib e d ,  b y  H e r o d ia n ,  l ib .  iv .  c h .  1 5 .  in  t h e  a p t  o f  w o r s h ip p in g  t h e . 
s u n )  ,a n d  u n d e r  C o r b u lo  a g a in s t  t h e  A r m e n ia n s .  A s  t h is  l e g i o n ,  t h e r e 
fo r e ,  k n e w  w h a t  t h e y  w e r e  a b o u t ,  i t  w a s  im p o s s ib le  t o  im p o s e  o n  t h e m ,  
b u t  u p o n  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  a r m y  w h o  h a d  n o t  b e e n  in  S y r ia  ; a n d  t h e  a t 
t e m p t  o f  A n t o n i u s  t o  g a in  a d v a n t a g e  f r o m  t h is  c ir c u m s t a n c e ,  o r  i t s  
s p o n t a n e o u s  e f f e c t  in  h is  f a v o u r ,  p r o d u c e d  b y  a n  e r r o n e o u s  c o n c e p t io n  
o f  t h e  p o s t u r e  o f  h o m a g e ,  a r g u e s  c o m p le t e  ig n o r a n c e  o f  i t s  im p o r t  in  a l l  
t h e  w i t n e s s e s .  I n d e e d ,  i t  d o e s  n o t  a p p e a r  t o  h a v e  b e c o m e  v e r y  c o m 
m o n ,  u n t i l  t h e  c i v i l  w a r s  w h ic h  f o l lo w e d  t h e  d e a t h  o f  N e r o ,  t h e  la s t  o f  
t h e  l i n e  o f  C a esar, w h e n  t h e  l e g i o n s  w e r e  f r e q u e n t ly  i n t e r m ix e d  ; t h e  
e x i g e n c i e s  o f  t h e  c o m p e t i t o r s  fo r  t h e  p u r p le  o f t e n  b r in g in g  s u d d e n ly  
i n t o  c o l l i s io n  t h e  f o r c e s  s t a t io n e d  in  o p p o s i t e  q u a r te r s  o f  t h e  e m p ir e .

B u t  a f t e r w a r d s ,  t h e  M it h r a t ic  s y m b o ls  a r e  v e r y  c o m m o n  o n  t h e  c o in s  
o f  t h e  lo w e r  e m p ir e ,  p a r t ic u la r ly  o n  t h o s e  o f  P e r t in a x ,  S e p t im iu s  S e v e r u s ,  
H e l i o g a b u l u s ,  a n d  C o n s t a n t in e  t h e  G r e a t .  I n  t h e  t h ir d  c e n t u r y ,  t h is  
s u p e r s t i t i o n  h a d  b e c o m e  g e n e r a l ,  a n d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  fo r m s  o f  d e d ic a t io n  
a c c o r d in g ly  v e r y  c o m m o n .

“  D e o  S o l i  I n v i c t o  M ith r c e . ” — “  S o l i  I w o ic to  C o m it i .”

I n  im it a t io n  o f  t h e  M a s s a g e t ® ,  w h o  s a c r i f ic e d  a  h o r s e  t o  M ith r a s ,  
G a l l i e n u s ,  o n  h is  r e tu r n  f r o m  t h e  e a s t ,  r e p r e s e n t e d  A p o l l o  a s  a  c e n ta u r ,  
h o l d i n g  h is  ly r e  in  h is  r ig h t  h a n d ,  a n d  a  g l o b e  in  h i s  l e f t ,  w i t h  t h e  i n 
s c r ip t io n ,  “  A p o l l in i  C o m it i .”

P r o b u s ,  r e p r e s e n t e d  h im  a s  a  c h a r io t e e r ,  c r o w n e d  w i t h  s u b -b e a m s ,  
t h e  t i t l e ,  “  S o l i  I n v i c l o .”



C o n s t a n t in e ,  A u r e l ia n ,  a n d  C r is p u s ,  r e p r e s e n t  h im  a s  a  n a k e d  m a n ,  
c r o w n e d  w i t h  r a y s ,  h a v in g  a  g l o b e  in  o n e  h a n d  a n d  a  w h ip  in  t h e  o t h e r ; 
t h e  t i t l e ,  “  S o l i  I n v i c to  C o m it i .”

A t  R o m e ,  tw o . a lta r s  w e r e  f o u n d ,  d e d ic a t e d  t o  M ith r a s ,  b y  M a r c u s  
A u r e l iu s  E u p r e p e s ,  t h e  f r e e d m a n  o f  t h e  e m p e r o r , t o  w h o m  t h e  g o d  h a d  
a p p e a r e d  in  a  d r e a m .

O n  t h e  f ir s t  w a s  in s c r ib e d —
“  N u m i n i  I n v i c to  S o l i  M ith r c e .  M .  A u r e l iu s  A u g u s t .  L i b .  E u p r e p e s  

u n a  c u m  F i l i i s  p i i s .  d .  d . ”
O n  t h e  s e c o n d —

“  M .  A u r e l iu s  A u g .  L i b .  E u p r e p e s  S o l i  I n v i c to  M ith r c e  A r a m  e x  V is u
p o s u i t . ”

A t  N is m e s ,  t h e  f o l lo w in g  w a s  d i s c o v e r e d  :—
“  D e o  I n v i c t o  M ith r c e  L .  C a lp h u m iu s  P i s o  C n . P a u l in u s  V o lu s iu s .

D. S. D .”

I t  t h u s  a p p e a r s  c le a r ly  e n o u g h ,  t h a t  i t  w a s  t h e  M it h r a t ic  m o d if ic a t io n  
o f  t h e  w o r s h ip  o f  t h e  s u n  w h ic h  p r e v a i le d  a m o n g  t h e  R o m a n s  ; a n d  a s  
M ith r a s  w a s  b u t  a n o th e r  n a m e  fo r  t h e  c h i e f  d e i t y  o f  P h o e n ic ia ,  E g y p t , ,  
a n d  G r e e c e ,  i t  w i l l  e x p la in  h o w  h e  c a m e  t o  b e  f r e q u e n t ly  r e p r e s e n t e d  
b y  t h e  s a m e  s y m b o ls  w h ic h  w e r e  c o m m o n  in  t h e  w o r s h ip  o f  B e l ,  O s ir is ,  
a n d  A p o l l o .

T h e  p r e v a le n c e  o f  t h e s e  r i t e s ,  t h r o u g h  t h e  R o m a n  d o m in io n s ,  d u r in g  
t h e  d e c l in e  o f  t h e ir  e m p ir e ,  a p p e a r s  t o  b e  c h ie f ly  a t t r ib u t a b le  t o  t h e  e x 
t e n s iv e  in t e r c o u r s e  w h ic h  a r o s e  b e t w e e n  R o m e  a n d  t h e  e a s t e r n  p r o 
v in c e s ,  a f t e r  t h e  d e p o s i t io n ,  b y  P o m p e y ,  o f  A n t i o c h u s  A s ia t ic u s ,  t h e  la s t  
o f  t h e  S y r o - M a c e d o n ia n  k in g s ,  a n d  t o  t h e  in t im a t e  a s s o c ia t io n  a n d  
f a m i ly  c o n n e c t io n s  f o r m e d  b y  t h e  s o ld ie r s ,  o f f ic e r s  o f  s ta te ,  a n d  s o m e  
o f  t h e  e m p e r o r s ,  w i t h  t h e  in h a b ita n t s  o f  S y r ia ,  t h e  h o t - b e d  o f  t h is  s u p e r 
s t i t io n .

S e p t im iu s  S e v e r u s ,  m a r r ie d  J u l ia ,  d a u g h t e r  o f  B a s s ia n u s ,  h ig h  p r ie s t  
o f  t h e  s u n ,  a t  E m e s a ,  w h o  w a s  m o t h e r  o f  t h e  e m p e r o r  C a r a c a lla .  J u l ia  
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M a esa , h e r  s is te r ,  w a s  m a r r ie d  t o  J u l iu s  A v i t u s ,  a  m a n  o f  c o n s u la r  r a n k ,  
b y  w h o m  s h e  h a d  t w o  d a u g h t e r s ,  w h o  w e r e  t h e  m o th e r s  o f  H e l io g a b u lu s  
a n d  .A le x .  S e v e r u s .  B o t h  t h e s e  w e r e  e d u c a t e d  in  P h o e n ic ia ,  M a esa ,  
h a v in g ,  o n  t h e  d e a th  o f  h e r  s o n ,  r e t ir e d  f r o m  t h e  a n g r y  p r e s e n c e  o f  
M a c r in u s ,  h is  s u c c e s s o r  t o  h e r  n a t iv e  c i t y  E m e s a ,  t a k in g  w i t h  h e r  h e r  
t w o  d a u g h t e r s ,  t h e n  w id o w s ,  a n d  h e r  t w o  g r a n d s o n s .  B y  h e r  in t e r e s t ,  
t h e  s o n  o f  h e r  d a u g h t e r  S o a em is , w a s  p r o m o t e d ,  w h i le  a  b o y ,  t o  t h e  
o f f ic e  o f  h is  g r a n d f a t h e r ,  t h e  d u t ie s  o f  w h ic h  h e  a f t e r w a r d s  c o n t in u e d  
t o  " d isch a rge , a t  R o m e ,  w h e r e  h is  im p ie t y  a n d  f o l l y  l e d  h im  t o  a s s u m e  
t h e  t i t l e  o f  E l a g a b a l ,  o r  p u i s s a n t  g o d .

A u r e l ia n ,  t o o ,  w h o  t i l l e d  t h e  t h r o n e  in  t h e  m id d le  o f  t h e  t h ir d  c e n 
t u r y ,  a n d  w h o  b u i l t  a  m a g n i f ic e n t  t e m p le  t o  t h e  s u n ,  o n  t h e  Q u ir in a l  
h i l l ,  in  w h ic h  h e  p la c e d  t h e  im a g e s  o f  t h is  lu m in a r y  w h ic h  h e  h a d  p lu n 
d e r e d  f r o m  t h a t  o f  P a lm y r a ,  w a s  t h e  s o n  o f  a n  in f e r io r  p r ie s t e s s  o f  
M ith r a s .

A g a i n ,  A n t i o c h ,  w h ic h ,  u n d e r  t h e  S e le u c id a e , h a d  r is e n  t o  s u c h  a  
p i t c h  o f  w e a l t h ,  p o p u lo u s n e s s ,  a n d  r e f in e m e n t ,  a s  t o  y i e l d  w i t h  r e lu c 
t a n c e  t o  t h e  m a j e s t y  o f  R o m e  i t s e l f ,  w a s  t h e  p e r m a n e n t  r e s id e n c e  o f  
t h e  R o m a n  g o v e r n o r s ,  o c c a s io n a l ly  o f  t h e  e m p e r o r s  w h o  h e a d e d  t h e  
e a s te r n  e x p e d i t io n s ,  a n d  t h e  h e a d  q u a r te r s  o f  a t  l e a s t  f o u r  l e g io n s ,  w h i le ,  
a t  t h e  s a m e  t im e ,  i t  w a s  t h e  g r a n d  f o c u s  o f  t h e  M it h r a t ic  in s t i t u t io n s .  
T h e  a n c ie n t  c i t y  o f  E m e s a ,  in  w h o s e  s u b u r b s  o n e  le g io n  w a s  u s u a l ly  
q u a r te r e d , w a s  in  i t s  n e ig h b o u r h o o d ,  a n d  C a rrh ae, o f  M e s o p o t a m ia ,  a t  
n o  g r e a t  d i s t a n c e  ; t h e  fo r m e r  c e le b r a t e d  fo r  i t s  s p le n d id  t e m p le  o f  t h e  
s u n ,  t h e  la t t e r  fo r  t h a t  o f  t h e  m o o n ,  w h ic h  w a s  h e r e  w o r s h ip p e d  u n d e r  
t h e  t i t l e  o f  D e u s  L u n u s .

I t  w a s  in  t h e  c o m m o n  c o u r s e  o f  m o r a l  a g e n c y  t h e n ,  t h a t  a  w o r s h ip ,  
w h ic h  h a d  b e c o m e  t h e  f a m ily  r e l ig io n  o f  t h e  p r in c e ,  a n d  t h e  f a v o u r i t e  
s u p e r s t i t io n  o f  t h e  s o ld ie r y ,  a t  a  p e r io d  w h e n  t h e y  w e r e  t h e  m o s t  p o w e r 
f u l  a n d  in t o le r a n t ,  a n d  w h o s e  p r o m in e n t  f e a t u r e  w a s  l i c e n t io u s n e s s ,  
s h o u ld  r e c o m m e n d  i t s e l f  t o  a. p e o p le  a m o n g  w h o m  p h i lo s o p h y  a n d  
lu x u r y  h a d  a lr e a d y  u n d e r m in e d  e v e r y  p r in c ip le  o f  v ir tu e ,  a n d  b y  t h e m  
b e  g r a d u a l ly  d if fu s e d  t h r o u g h  th e ir  m o s t  d i s t a n t  c o lo n ie s .*

* In order to show more explicitly, that Mithras was the god adored in Syria, I shall add the



I  n o w  c o m e  t o  o ffe r  a  f e w  p r o o f s  o f  t h e  s ig n s  o f  t h e  Z o d ia c  b e i n g  
s y m b o ls  o f  M ith r a s ,  a n d  a s  s u c h ,  o b j e c t s  o f  a d o r a t io n , o r ig in a l ly ,  a m o n g  
th e  R o m a n s .

I n  t h e  t w e n ty - f ir s t  p la t e  o f  H u m p h r e y ’s M o n tfa u c o n ,  t h e r e  i s  a  r e 
p r e s e n t a t io n  o f  t h e  r a p e  o f  P r o s e r p in e ,  a c c o m p a n ie d  b y  t h e  s ig n s ,  in  
s e p a r a te  c o m p a r t m e n t s ,  a n d  r a n g e d  in  a  s t r a ig h t  l in e .  I n  t h e  t h ir t y  
s e c o n d  p la t e ,  t h e r e  i s  a  f ig u r e  o f  t h e  s u n ,  s u r r o u n d e d  w i t h  t h e  s ig n s  in  
a  m a n n e r  w h ic h  f o r b id s  t h e  id e a  o f  i t s  h a v in g  a n y  a l lu s io n  t o  a s t r o n o m y .  
T h e -  n in e t y - s ix t h  p la t e  c o n ta in s  t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t io n  o f  a  b r o k e n  s t a t u e ,  
f o u n d  a t  A r le s ,  in  1698, h a v in g  f o u r  c o i l s  o f  a  s e r p e n t  r o u n d  t h e  b o d y ,  
w it h  t h r e e  o f  t h e  s ig n s  b e t w e e n  e a c h  c o n v o lu t io n .  I n  t h e  B r i t i s h  M u 
s e u m , in  t h e  s ix t h  r o o m  o f  a n t iq u it ie s ,  N o .  6 5 ,  i s  a  b a s - r e l i e f  r e p r e s e n t 
i n g  t h e  g o d d e s s  L u n a ,  s u r r o u n d e d  b y  t h e  s ig n s .  T h e  d e i t y  a p p e a r s  
s e a t e d  in  a n  a r c h e d  n ic h e ,  o n  t h e  f a c e  o f  w h ic h  t h e  s ig n s  a r e  s c u lp t u r e d .

following observations, from Mr. Bryant’s Analysis of Ancient Mythology, which, at the same time, prove 
the identity of this deity with Isis, Cybele, and Ceres, and thus account for the commixture of rites 
and symbols in the worship, of these divinities.

“ Asia, i. e. land of fire, was a name given originally to Phrygia and part of Lydia only, from the 
rites of fire, established there.

“ One of the most ancient cities of Syria, Adesa, called by the Greeks, Edessa, was so named for a 
similar reason. The sun was here worshipped under the name of Azizus. Both Ceres and Proser
pine were called Azazia, and by the Ionians, Azesia. Azaz, and Azizus, is the same as Asis and Isis> 
made feminine by the Egyptians.

“ The Mithyr, of Egypt, was the same with the Da Mater or Demeter of the Greeks, the mother, of 
the gods.

“ In the coins of Syria, we find Cybele, with a tower upon her head, sitting on a rock. In her right 
hand, she holds some ears of corn; near her is the mystic hive and an altar, and over her head is a 
bird; below her feet is water, in which a person seems ready to sink. There is a coin to this 
purpose of the empress Julia Severa, which was struck at Antioch, on the Orontes. The same story 
occurs on the coins of Julia Maesa, at Edessa, of Severus, at Charrae; of Gordian, at Singara; of 
Barbia Orbiana, at Side; of Philip, at Nisilus; of Alex. Severus, at Rhesain. The history was un
doubtedly taken from the religion of the Syrians and Mesopotamians.”— Vol. i  p . 38; vol. iii. p . 
184—245.

These observations are decisive of Mithras, whose symbols appear unequivocally on the coins of 
the lower empire, being the masculine type of the sun worshipped at Edessa, and, consequently, that 
he is of Phoenician descent, and one of the ancient gods of Canaan. After this, it is easy to trace 
his identity with every other ancient emblem of this luminary.



T h i s  m o n u m e n t  i s ,  p e r h a p s ,  n o t  m o r e  t h a n  t w o  f e e t  in  h e i g h t ,  b u t  i n  
e x c e l l e n t  p r e s e r v a t io n .*

T h e  t e m p le  o f  D ia n a ,  a c c o r d in g  t o  M o n t f a u c o n ,  w a s  s o m e t im e s  o r n a 
m e n t e d  w i t h  t h e  s ig n s .

I n  a  p a p e r ,  b y  t h e  R e v e r e n d  J o h n  H o d g s o n ,  p u b l i s h e d  in  t h e  A r -  
c h c e o lo g ia  M l i a n a ,  v o l .  i .  p a r t  i i .  a n  a c c o u n t  is  g i v e n  o f  a  v e r y  s in g u la r  
a n d  u n e q u iv o c a l  M it h r a t ic  m o n u m e n t ,  w h ic h  w a s  d is c o v e r e d  a t  t h e  c e 
le b r a t e d  s t a t io n  o f  H o u s e - S t e a d s ,  t h e  a n c ie n t  B o r c o v ic u s ,  t h ir t y  m i le s  
w e s t  o f  N e w c a s t l e  u p o n  T y n e .  I t  c o n s i s t s  o f  t h e  f ig u r e  o f  t h e  P e r s ia n  
M ith r a s  e n c ir c l e d  w i t h  t h e  s ig n s .  T h e  s to n e ,  M r .  H o d g s o n  o b s e r v e s ,  
w h e n  p e r f e c t ,  h a s  b e e n  f o u r  f e e t  h i g h  a n d  t w o  f e e t  s ix  in c h e s  b r o a d .  
T h e  u p p e r  p a r t  h a s  b e e n  t h in n e d  a w a y .  I t  i s  a t  p r e s e n t  in  s e v e r a l  
p i e c e s ,  L ib r a  a n d  C a n c e r  a r e  w a n t in g .  I  h a v e ,  m y s e l f ,  s e e n  t h is  m o n u 
m e n t ,  a n d  a l t h o u g h  i t  i s  n o w  in  a  v e r y  m u t i la t e d  s ta te ,  e n o u g h  s t i l l  
r e m a in s  t o  s h o w  t h a t  t h e  s ig n s  w e r e  o n c e  c o m p le t e  in  n u m b e r . I t  i s  a  
c ir c u m s t a n c e  w o r t h y  o f  r e m a r k , a s  t e n d i n g  t o  c o n fir m  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h i s  
r e m a in ,  t h a t  i t  w a s  d i s c o v e r e d  in  a n  a r t if ic ia l  c a v e  d e d ic a t e d  t o  M ith r a s ,  
b e c a u s e  i t  w a s  a  p e c u l ia r  f e a t u r e  in  t h is  m o d if ic a t io n  o f  t h e  w o r s h ip  o f  
t h e  s u n , t h a t  i t s  r i t e s  w e r e  c e le b r a t e d  in  c a v e r n s ,  b o t h  in  P e r s ia ,  E g y p t ,  
a n d  t h e  w e s t .

M o n t f a u c o n t  r e p o r t s  f r o m  L u c t a t iu s ,  t h e  in t e r p r e t e r  o f  S t a t iu s ,  t h a t  
t h e  P e r s ia n s  w e r e  t h e  f ir s t  w h o  in t r o d u c e d  t h e  c u s t o m  o f  w o r s h ip p in g  
t h e  s u n  in  c a v e s .  S t .  J e r o m e ,  in  h i s  e p i s t le  t o  L a e ta , m e n t io n s  t h e  d e n  
o f  M ith r a s ,  w i t h  i t s  m o n s t r o u s  f ig u r e s .  I n  E g y p t ,  B e lz o n i  f o u n d  t h e  
s ig n s  d e l in e a t e d  in  s o m e  o f  t h e  a n c ie n t  to m b s  ; a n d  i t  w a s  m e n t io n e d  
a b o v e ,  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  a  c a v e  o f  M ith r a s  a t  A le x a n d r ia .

A n  i n t e l l i g e n t  w r i t e r ,  w h o  r e s id e d  l o n g  in  I n d ia ,  h a s  t h e  f o l lo w in g  
o b s e r v a t io n  “  T h e  a n c ie n t  o r a c le  a n d  p la c e  o f  w o r s h ip ,  a t  D e lp h o s ,  
w a s  a  c a v e ,  w h ic h  w a s  c a l le d  D e l p h i ,  a n  o b s o le t e  G r e e k  w o r d ,  s y n o n y 
m o u s  w i t h  y o n i ,  in  S a n s k r e e t ; fo r  i t  is  t h e  o p in io n  o f  d e v o u t  H in d u s ,

* I inquired, at the proper quarter, where this interesting monument was found, but was sorry to 
learn th&t this important particular was not known.

■f Humphrey’s Montfaucon, vol. i. part ii.



t h a t  c a v e s  a r e  s y m b o ls  o f  t h e  s a c r e d  y o n i . ”  “  T h i s  o p in io n  p r e v a i le d  
a ls o  in  t h e  w e s t ; fo r  p e r fo r a t io n s  a n d  c l e f t s  in  s t o n e s  a n d  r o c k s  w e r e  
c a l le d  c u n n i D i a b o l i ,  b y  t h e  f ir s t  C h r is tia n s , w h o  a lw a y s  b e s t o w e d  t h e  
a p p e l la t io n  o f  d e v i l s  o n  t h e  h e a t h e n  d e i t i e s .” * T

Y o n i ,  i t  m u s t  b e  n o t i c e d ,  s ig n i f ie s  p u d e n d u m  m u lie b r is ,  a n d  c o n s t i t u t e s  
t h e  s e c o n d  s ig n  o r  m a n s io n  o f  t h e  lu n a r  z o d ia c  o f  t h e  H in d u s ,  a m o n g  
w h o m  t h e  w o r s h ip  o f  M ith r a s  w a s  v e r y  c o m m o n .

T h e s e  e x a m p le s  a r e  s u f f ic ie n t  t o  s h o w , t h a t ,  a m o n g  t h e  R o m a n s ,  a s  
a m o n g  o t h e r  p e o p le ,  e s p e c ia l ly  t h e  G r e e k s ,  t h e  z o d ia c a l  f ig u r e s  w e r e  
o b j e c t s  o f  id o la t r o u s  w o r s h ip ,  b e i n g  s y m b o ls  o f  t h e  a t t r ib u t e s  o f  t h e  s u n ,  
t h e  d iv i s io n  o f  w h o s e  n a t u r a l  c o u r s e  in t o  t w e lv e  p a r ts  s u g g e s t e d  t h e  p a r t i 
t i o n  o f  h is  e s s e n c e  in t o  a  c o r r e s p o n d in g  n u m b e r  o f  a t t r ib u t e s  o r  q u a l i t ie s ,  
w h ic h  b y  t h e  v u lg a r  w e r e  e s t e e m e d  d i s t in c t  d e i t i e s .  I n  G r e e c e ,  h o w 
e v e r ,  w e  f in d  a n  a c k n o w le d g m e n t  o f  t h e  u n i t y  o f  t h e s e ,  in  t h e  t i t l e  M e -  
n o ty r a n n u s ,  w h ic h  in t im a t e s  t h a t  h e  w a s  lo r d  o f  t h e  m o n t h s  a s  w e l l  a s  o f  
t h e  y e a r s .

I  h a v e  n o w  t o  m e n t io n  s o m e  o f  t h e  p r in c ip a l  M it h r a t ic  m o n u m e n t s  
w h ic h  h a v e  b e e n  d is c o v e r e d  in  B r i t a in ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  t h e  p la c e s  w h e r e  
t h e y  h a v e  b e e n  f o u n d ,  in  o r d e r  t o  s h o w  t h e  p r e v a le n c e  o f  t h e  w o r s h ip  o f  
t h e  s u n  in  t h is  c o u n t r y ,  d u r in g  t h e  p e r io d  o f  i t s  o c c u p a t io n  b y  t h e  R o 
m a n s .

B e s id e s  t h e  m o n u m e n t s ,  a lr e a d y  m e n t io n e d ,  f o u n d  a t  H o u s e - S t e a d s ,  
t h e r e  w e r e  t w o  a lta r s  d i s c o v e r e d  t h e r e  a t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e ; a n d  b y  t h e  s a m e  
g e n t le m a n ;  o n e  i s  d e s c r ib e d  a s  b e i n g  t h r e e  f e e t  s e v e n  in c h e s  h ig h ,  t h e  
o t h e r  a  f o o t  h ig h e r ,  b o t h  b e a r in g  in s c r ip t io n s  s h o w in g  t h e ir  h a v in g  b e e n  
d e d ic a t e d  t o  t h e  s u n  a n d  M ith r a s  ; t h e  f o r m e r  d u r in g  t h e  j o i n t  c o n s u l 
s h ip  o f  Y ib iu s  T r e b o n ia n u s  G a l lu s  a n d  h is  s o n , C , V ib iu s  V a lu t ia n u s ,  
A . D .  2 5 3 .

I n  W e s t m o r la n d  o n e ,  a n d  in  C u m b e r la n d  f o u r ,  R o m a n  a lta r s  w e r e  
f o u n d ,  in s c r ib e d  t o  t h e  g o d  B e la tu c a d r o ,  w h o m  D r .  W a r d ,  u p o n  t h e  
a u t h o r i t y  o f  S e ld e n  a n d  V o s s iu s ,  h a s  s h o w n  w a s  t h e  s a m e  w i t h  B e l ,  
A p o l lo ,  o r  t h e  S u n . t  M r . C a m b d e n  m e n t io n s  t h a t  a  t a b le t  w a s

* Wilford on the Sacred Isles of the West—Asiatic Researches, vol. vi. 
f  Archaeologia, vol. i. page 309.



f o u n d  in  T r i n i t y  c h u r c h  y a r d ,  Y o r k ,  o n  w h ic h  t h e r e  w a s  a  r e p r e s e n t 
a t io n ,  i n  b a s - r e l ie f ,  o f  M ith r a s  s ta b b in g  t h e  b u l l .  A n  e n g r a v in g  o f  t h i s  
t a b l e t  i s  g i v e n  in  t h e  62d  p la t e  o f  h is  B r i ta n n ia .  S e v e r a l  s im ila r  e n g r a v 
in g s  a r e  a ls o  t o  b e  f o u n d  in  M o n t f a u c o n ’s A n t iq u i t i e s ,  o n  s o m e  o f  w h i c h  
t w o  o r  t h r e e  o f  t h e  s ig n s  m a y  b e  r e c o g n iz e d ,  s u c h  as t h e  l io n ,  s e r p e n t ,  
a n d  s c o r p io n ,  a c c o m p a n ie d  w i t h  t h e  u p r ig h t  a n d  in v e r t e d  t o r c h .—  
M ith r a s  r id in g  o n  t h e  b u l l  w a s  a n  e m b le m  o f  t h e  m e r id ia n  s u n ; h e n c e  
b u l l s  w e r e  s a c r if ic e d  t o  h im , a n d  h e  i s  s o m e t im e s  r e p r e s e n t e d  a s  p e r fo r m 
i n g  t h is  s a c r if ic e  h im s e l f ,  b y  s t a b b in g  t h e  b u l l  in  t h e  f o r e  p a r t  o f  t h e  
t h o r a x  w i t h  a  s h o r t  R o m a n  s w o r d . T h e  a b s u r d ity  o f  a  d e i t y  o f f e r in g  
s a c r if ic e  t o  h i m s e l f  i s  c h a r a c te r is t ic  o f  t h e  R o m a n  p e o p le  ; fo r ,  a m o n g  
o t h e r  in s t a n c e s ,  T a c i t u s  r e c o r d s  t h a t  o f  S e ja n u s ,  t h e  f r e e d m a n  o f  T i b e 
r iu s ,  w h o  o f fe r e d  in c e n s e  t o  h i m s e l f  a f t e r  h is  d e i f ic a t io n .

I n  S c o t la n d ,  a t  W e s t e r w o o d  F o r t ,  o n  t h e  w a l l  o f  A n t o n in u s ,  M r . G o r 
d o n  f o u n d  a  p h a l lu s ,  c a r v e d  in  r e l i e v o ,  a n d  in  g o o d  p r e s e r v a t io n .  V e r y  
i n t e r e s t in g  a n d  c u r io u s  m o n u m e n t s  o f  t h i s  id o la t r y  w e r e  a ls o  d is c o v e r e d ,  
b y  G o r d o n  a n d  P e n n a n t ,  in  t h e  n o r th -e a s t  o f  S c o t la n d ,  c h ie f ly  a t  B a lu -  
t h e r n ,  fo u r  m i le s  n o r th  o f  D u n d e e ; a t  A b e r l e m n i ; F o r r e s s ,  in  M u r r a y  ; 
A b e r d e e n  ; M a r ; G la m is  ; a n d  M e i g g l e ,  in  A n g u s - s h ir e .  T h e y  a r e  
r e p r e s e n t e d  a n d  d e s c r ib e d  b y  t h e  fo r m e r  a u t h o r  in  h is  I t i n e r a r i u m  S e p -  
te n tr io n a le ,  a n d  b y  t h e  la t t e r  in  h is  T o u r  in  S c o t la n d ,  v o l .  i i i .  p .  167.

B u t  t h e  p la t e s  o f  G o r d o n  a p p e a r  t h e  m o s t  c a r e f u l ly  e x e c u t e d ,  a s  w e l l  
a s  h is  d e s c r ip t io n  t h e  m o s t  m in u t e .  H i s  r e p r e s e n t a t io n s  a r e  e x h ib i t e d  
o n  t h e  p la t e s  n u m b e r e d  5 3 ,  5 5 ,  5 6 ,  5 9 ,  6 0 ,  6 1 ,  a n d  6 3  o f  h is  w o r k  p u b 
l i s h e d  in  1726.

T h e s e  m o n u m e n t s  a r e  la r g e  m o n o l i t h i t e  o b e l i s k s ,  h a v in g  s e v e r a l  o f  
t h e  s ig n s  m ix e d  w i t h  o t h e r  d e v ic e s ,  r u d e ly  c a r v e d ,  o n  o n e  s id e ,  a n d  a  
l a r g e  f ig u r e  o f  t h e  t r u e  c r o s s ,  a s  i t  i s  t e r m e d ,  o n  t h e  o t h e r .  T h e  m o s t  
r e m a r k a b le  a r e , 1 s t .  S w e n o ’s  s t o n e  a t  F o r r e s s ,  i n  M u r r a y ,  w h ic h  is  2 3  
f e e t  h i g h ,  a n d  5 b r o a d , a n d  e x h ib i t s  s e v e r a l  h u m a n , a n d  o t h e r  a n im a l  
f ig u r e s ,  o n  o n e  s id e ,  a n d  t h e  c r o s s ,  o n  a  la r g e  s c a le ,  o n  t h e  o th e r .  2n d .  
T h e  M a id e n  S t o n e ,  in  t h e  c o u n t y  o f  M a r , t w e l v e  m i le s  fr o m  A b e r d e e n  : 
o n  o n e  s id e  o f  t h is  s t o n e  a r e  c a r v e d  t h e  f ig u r e s  o f  a  f ish , s e r p e n t ,  c a m e l ,  
e a g le ,  a n d  t h r e e  h o r s e m e n ; o n  t h e  r e v e r s e ,  t h e  c r o s s ,  h ig h l y  o r n a m e n t e d ,



a n d  s u r m o u n te d  b y  t w o  w i ld  b o a r s .  3 r d .  K i n g  M a l c o m e ’s s t o n e ,  a t  
G la m is ,  o n  w h ic h  is  r e p r e s e n t e d ,  a  s e r p e n t ,  f ish , l i o n ,  c e n ta u r ,  t w o  m e n  
w it h  b a t t le  a x e s ,  & c . T h e  c r o s s  o c c u r s  h e r e  o n  b o t h  s id e s .  O n  t h e  
s to n e s  a t  M e i g g l e  s im ila r  f ig u r e s  a r e  r e p r e s e n t e d .  O n  N o .  6, p la t e s  
5 9  a n d  60, o f  G o r d o n ,  t h e  c a d u c e u s  o f  M e r c u r y  i s  o b s e r v a b le .  N o .  3 , 
p la t e  60, i s  t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t io n  o f  a  s t o n e  a t  G la m is  r e m a r k a b le  fo r  e x h i 
b i t i n g  t h e  f ig u r e  o f  a n  e l e p h a n t  in  i t s  n a t u r a l  s ta te ,  u n a c c o u t e r e d .  A l l  
t h e s e  a r e  c a r v e d  in  t h a t  s t y l e  w h ic h  h a s  b e e n  r e m a r k e d  a s  p e c u l ia r  t o  t h e  
R o m a n  s o ld ie r y .  M r . G o r d o n  a ls o  in f o r m s  u s ,  t h a t  a t  I n v e r k e r t h in g ,  
in  F i f e s h ir e ,  t h e r e  i s  a  s t o n e  10 f e e t  h ig h ,  o n  w h ic h  s e v e r a l  h ie r o g ly p h ic s  
a r e  c a r v e d  in  l o w - r e l i e f ; a n d  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a n o th e r  o b e l i s k  a t  C a m p b e l l -  
t o w n ,  i n  A r g y le s h ir e ,  w h ic h  is  s u p p o s e d  t o  h a v e  b e e n  b r o u g h t  f r o m  
I c o lm k i l l .

T h e  c o n j e c t u r e s  r e s p e c t i n g  t h e  p e o p le  w h o  r a is e d  t h e s e  s t o n e s  a r e  
a lm o s t  a s  v a r io u s  a s  t h e  a n t iq u a r ie s  b y  w h o m  t h e y  h a v e  b e e n  e x a m in e d .

'  T h e  te r r o r s  im p r e s s e d  b y  t h e  D a n e s  t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  t h a t  p e o p le  in  t h e  
t r a d it io n s  o f  p o s t e r i t y  m a n y  a  c a m p  a n d  c a s t le ,  a s  w e l l  a s  o b e l i s k ,  e r e c t e d  
b y  t h e  R o m a n s ,  a n d  s e e m  t o  h a v e  o b l i t e r a t e d  t h e  r e m e m b r a n c e  o f  e a r l ie r  
in v a d e r s .  H e n c e  i t  h a s  h a p p e n e d ,  t h a t  s o m e  a n t iq u a r ie s  h a v e  v a in ly  
e n d e a v o u r e d  t o  r e c o n c i l e  t h e  a p p e a r a n c e  o f  t h e s e  m o n u m e n t s  w it h  e v e n t s  
w h ic h  b e l o n g  t o  a  la t e r  p e r io d  in  t h e  h is t o r y  o f  S c o t la n d ,  d e c la r in g  i t  t o  
b e  t h e ir  o p in io n ,  t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  r a is e d  in  m e m o r y  o f  v ic t o r ie s  o b t a in e d  
o v e r  t h e  s e a - k in g s .  B u t  n o  v i c t o r y  w a s  g a in e d  o v e r  t h e m  i n  M u r r a y ; 
o n  t h e  c o n tr a r y ,  in  t h e  r e ig n  o f  M a lc o m e ,  t h e  D a n e s ,  in  a  g r e a t  b a t t l e ,  
d e f e a t e d  t h e  S c o t s  t h e r e  : G o r d o n  s u p p o s e s  t h a t  S u e n o ’s s t o n e  w a s  s e t  
u p  t o  c o m m e m o r a t e  t h e  b a t t l e  o f  M u r d o c h ,  g a in e d  o v e r  t h e  D a n i s h  
g e n e r a ls  O la v u s  a n d  E n e c u s ,  s e n t  in t o  S c o t la n d  b y  S u e n o .  B u t  t h e s e  
a r e  t h e  v e r y  g e n e r a ls  w h o  d e f e a t e d  t h e  S c o t s  in  t h e  r e ig n  o f  M a lc o m e .*

B is h o p  N i c h o l s o n ,  in  h is  S c o ts  H i s t o r i c a l  L i b r a r y ,  p a g e  6 4 ,  c o n c lu d e s ,  
t h a t  t h e y  a r e  r e m a in s  o f  t h e  la t e r  in c u r s io n s  o f  t h e  D a n e s  a n d  o t h e r

* It must be allowed that the tradition which connects these stones with events which happened in 
the time of the Malcomes, is, at first sight, plausible; for, after their successes in Murray, the Danes 
are said, by some respectable historians, to have been defeated by Malcome II. at Murthlack, in Angus; 
and Malcome IV. was surnamed the Maiden, from having persevered in a life of celibacy.

Spotswood's History of the Church of Scotland, p . 101.



n o r th e r n  n a t i o n s ; w h i l e  H e c t o r  B o e t h iu s ,  w i t h  a  b o ld e r  im a g in a t io n ,  
p r o n o u n c e s  t h e m  E g y p t ia n  h ie r o g ly p h ic s ,  f r o m  w h ic h  c o u n t r y  h e  d e r iv e s  
t h e  S c o t s  t h e m s e lv e s .*  G o r d o n ,  a p p a r e n t ly  r e a d y  t o  ta k e  a  h i n t  f r o m  
a n y  q u a r te r ,  j o i n s  i s s u e  w i t h  B o e t h i u s ; a n d , f o r g e t f u l  o f  h is  o p in io n  
o f  S u e n o ’s  s t o n e ,  s a y s ,  p a g e  1 6 4 ,  “  B u t  t a k in g  i t  fo r  g r a n t e d  t h a t  t h e  
S c o t s  n e v e r  c a m e  f r o m  E ^ y p t ,  y e t  t h is  h ie r o g ly p h ic a l  w a y  o f  r e p r e s e n t 
i n g  f a c t s  i s  u n c o n t r o v e r t e d ly  l i k e  t h e  E g y p t ia n  f a s h io n ,  a n d  w a s  w i t h o u t  
d o u b t  in v e n t e d  t o  t r a n s m it  m o s t  m e m o r a b le  a c t io n s  t o  p o s t e r i t y .”  T o  
t h i s  o p in io n  P e n n a n t  a ls o  a s s e n t s ,  s o  t h a t ,  in  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  
a d v o c a t e s ,  i t  m a y  b e  c o n s id e r e d  a s  h i t h e r t o  p r e p o n d e r a t in g .  T h i s  c o n 
j e c t u r e ,  a s  n o  r e a s o n  is  o f f e r e d  b y  a n y  o f  t h e  p a r ty  in  i t s  s u p p o r t ,  is ,  b y  
c h a n c e ,  a  h a p p y  o n e ; fo r  t h e s e  s y m b o ls  w e r e  c o m m o n  in  E g y p t  d u r in g  
t h e  R o m a n  g o v e r n m e n t  o f  t h a t  c o u n t r y ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  t h e  h ie r o g ly p h ic a l  
m o d e  o f  w r i t in g ,  a s  h a s  b e e n  s h o w n  b y  t w o  d i s t in g u is h e d  m o d e r n  w r ite r s .  
T h e  s ig n s  w h ic h  m a y  b e  d i s t in c t ly  m a d e  o u t  o n  t h e  a b o v e  o b e l i s k s  a r e ,  
S c o r p io ,  S a g i t t a r iu s ,  G e m in i ,  artd  P is c e s .  T h e  o t h e r  f ig u r e s ,  u n e q u iv o 
c a l ly  R o m a n ,  a r e , t h e  c a d u c e u s  o f  M e r c u r y ,  a n d  t h e  e le p h a n t ,  t h e  im a g e  
o f  t h is  a n im a l  h a v in g  b e e n  g i v e n  b y  J u l iu s  C aesar t o  t h e  f if th  l e g io n ,  f o r  
t h e ir  s ta n d a r d , a s  a  r e w a r d  fo r  t h e ir  h a v in g  v o lu n t a r i ly  c o m b a t e d  t h e  
e le p h a n t s ,  in  n u m b e r  t h ir t y ,  in  t h e  a r m y  o f  L .  S c ip io ,  a t  t h a t  t im e  t h e  
c o n f e d e r a t e  o f  J u b a .

T h o s e ,  t h a t  a r e  p r e s u m p t iv e ly  s o , a r e , t h e  w i ld  b o a r , t h e  h o r s e m e n  a n d  
c a p t iv e s ,  a n d  c y n o c e p h a l i ,  w h ic h  a p p e a r  o n  f ig u r e  2d , p la t e  5 5 ,  b e c a u s e  
t h e  t w o  f o r m e r  h a v e  b e e n  f o u n d  o n  m o n u m e n t s  u n d o u b t e d ly  R o m a n ,  a s  
in  t h o s e  r e p r e s e n t e d  a t  N o s .  5  a n d  6, in  S t u k e le y ’s  p la t e  p r e f ix e d  t o  h i s  
a c c o u n t  o f  a  R o m a n  t e m p le  n e a r  G r a h a m ’s D i k e ,  p u b l i s h e d  in  1720 ; a n d  
t h e  la t t e r  a r e  f a m il ia r  o b j e c t s  in  t h e  m y t h o lo g y  o f  E g y p t ,  w h e n c e  t h e y  
w e r e  d e r iv e d  b y  t h e  R o m a n s .

T h e  a p p e a r a n c e  o f  w a r  c h a r io t s ,  t o o ,  a m o n g  t h e s e  f ig u r e s ,  is  s t r o n g  
e v i d e n c e  t h a t  t h e s e  s t o n e s  w e r e  e r e c t e d  l o n g  b e f o r e  t h e  in v a s io n  o f  t h e

* In Hollinshed’s translation the following are the words of Boethius :—“ The Scots, at first, used' 
the rules and manners of the Egyptians from whence they came, and in all their private affairs they did’ 
not write with common letters as other nations did, but rather with cyphers and figures of creatures 
made in the manner of letters, as their epitaphs on tombs and sepulchres remaining among us do 
hitherto declare.”



D a n e s ,  a s  s u c h  w e r e  n o t  u s e d  a f t e r  t h e  w a r s  o f  t h e  n a t iv e s  w i t h  t h e  
f o r c e s  o f  I t a l y .

T h e r e  a r e  s o m e  w h o  i m a g i n e ,  t h a t  b y  p o s s ib i l i t y  t h e s e  o b e l i s k s ,  o r  
t h e  d e v ic e s  o n  t h e m ,  m a y  h a v e  b e e n  d e r iv e d  f r o m  t h e  P h o e n ic ia n s ,  o r  
G r e e k s ,  w h o  a r e  s a id  t o  h a v e  m a d e  e a r ly  s e t t l e m e n t s  in  B r i t a in .  B u t  
t o  t h i s  i t  m a y  b e  r e p l i e d ,  t h a t  w h a t e v e r  s e t t l e m e n t s  w e r e  m a d e  b y  t h o s e  
p e o p le ,  t h e y  w e r e  c o n f in e d  t o  t h e  s o u t h e r n  s h o r e s  o f  t h e  i s la n d ,  b e i n g  
s o l e l y  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e s  o f  t r a f f ic ,  a n d  n o t  w i t h  a  v i e w  t o  t e r r i to r ia l  a g 
g r a n d i z e m e n t  j s o  t h a t ,  s u c h  a  s u p p o s i t io n  m u s t  b e  t r e a t e d  a s  a  m e r e  
f l i g h t  o f  i m a g in a t io n .  T h a t  t h e y  w e r e  n o t  t h e  w o r k  o f  t h e  C a le d o n ia n s  
o r  n a t iv e s ,  i s  c le a r ,  f r o m  a n  e x p r e s s io n  in  M r . S m it h ’s G a e l ic  A n t iq u i t i e s ,  
w h e r e ,  a t  p a g e  16 , i t  i s  s a id ,  “ in  t h e  G a e l i c  l a n g u a g e  t h e r e  i s  n o  h i n t  
o f  R o m a n  g o d s . ”  A s ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  t h e y  w e r e  n o t  d e r iv e d  f r o m  e a r l ie r  
v is i t o r s ,  n o r  r a i s e d  b y  n a t iv e s  ; a n d  a s  t h e y  w o u l d  f o r m  a n  a n o m a ly  in  
t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  s u c c e e d i n g  in v a d e r s ,  i t  i s  t o  t h e  R o m a n s ,  t h a t  c o m m o n  
s e n s e  a s  w e l l  a s  s o u n d  c r i t i c i s m  w i l l  r e fe r  t h e m ,  t o  a  p e o p le  a m o n g  
w h o m  t h e y  w e r e  f a m il ia r ,  a s  o b j e c t s  o f  w o r s h ip  a n d  c o m m o n  d e s ig n ,  
w h o s e  g o d s  w e r e  t h e  c o n s t a n t  c o m p a n io n s  o f  t h e ir  e a g l e ,  a n d  w h o s e  
c o m m o n  p r a c t i c e  w a s  t h e  c o m m e m o r a t io n  o f  t h e ir  s e r v i c e s  i n  t h e  p r o 
v i n c e s ,  b y  im p r e s s io n s  o f  t h e ir  n a t io n a l  c h a r a c te r s .

B u t  l e t  u s  e x a m in e  t h i s  q u e s t io n  m o r e  p a r t ic u la r ly ,  a s  i t  i s  o n e  o f  
im p o r t a n c e  a n d  n o v e l t y .

A g r i c o l a  f o u g h t  h is  g r e a t  R a tt le  w i t h  G a lg a c u s  a b o u t  t h e  y e a r  8 5  o f  
o u r  aera, in  w h i c h  i t  w o u ld  s e e m ,  f r o m  H o r s l e y ,*  t h a t  a l l  t h e  l e g i o n s  
w e r e  p r e s e n t ,  a n d  t h e  g e n e r a l  o p in io n  p la c e s  t h e  s c e n e  o f  t h i s  a c t io n  
t o w a r d s  t h e  e a s t e r n  e x t r e m i t y  o f  t h e  G r a m p ia n  h i l l s ,  in  w h o s e  v i c i n i t y  
m a n y  o f  t h e  s t o n e s  in  q u e s t io n  w e r e  s i t u a t e d .  T h e  im p r e s s io n  m a d e  a t  
t h i s  t im e ,  o n  t h e  C a le d o n ia n s ,  w a s  im p r o v e d  b y  t h i s  a b le  g e n e r a l ,  w h o  
i m m e d i a t e l y  f o r m e d  s ta t io n s  t o  k e e p  t h e  n a t iv e s  in  c h e c k ,  b y  w h i c h  
m e a n s  t h i s  p a r t  o f  S c o t la n d  w a s  p r e s e r v e d  t o  t h e  R o m a n s  fo r  a  c o n 
s id e r a b le  t i m e  a f t e r w a r d s .  B u t ,  u p o n  t h i s  e x p e d i t i o n ,  I  d o  n o t  m e a n  
t o  f o u n d  a n y  c o n c l u s i o n ,  b e c a u s e ,  t h e  a b o v e  l e a r n e d  a n t iq u a r y  a s s e r t s ,  
t h a t  “ w e  h a v e  f e w  in s c r ip t io n s  s o  a n c i e n t  a s  t h e  t im e  o f  H a d r ia n ,

* Brit annia Romana, p. 84,
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a n d  n o n e  n o w  e x t a n t  in  B r i t a in  t h a t  a r e  u n d o u b t e d l y  o l d e r .” * 
A l t h o u g h ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  t h e s e  m o n u m e n t s  c a n n o t  b e  c o n s id e r e d  a s  
b e l o n g i n g  t o  t h e  c la s s  a l lu d e d  t o  b y  H o r s l e y ,  y e t  I  t h i n k  i t  b e t t e r  
t o  d r a w  t h e  p r o o f  o f  m y  p o s i t io n  f r o m  la t e r  e v e n t s ,  b o t h  b e c a u s e  t h e y  
a r e  m o r e  a u t h e n t i c ,  a n d  m o r e  f e r t i l e  in  m a t e r ia ls  f o r  t h e  a r g u m e n t .  
I n  t h e  r e ig n  o f  A n t o n i n u s  P iu s ,  L o l l i u s  U r b ic u s  c o m m a n d e d  t h e  f o r c e s  
in  B r i t a in .  T h i s  a c t i v e  a n d  e n t e r p r is in g  o f f ic e r , i s  s u p p o s e d  t o  h a v e  
p e n e t r a t e d  e v e n  fa r th e r  t h a n  A g r i c o l a  h im s e l f ,  i n t o  S c o t la n d .  H e  r e 
d u c e d  t h e  e a s t e r n  a n d  n o r t h - e a s t e r n  s h o r e ,  s c a l e d  t h e  h i l l s  o f  A t h o l  a n d  
B a d e n o c h ,  b e h i n d  w h ic h  h e  h a d  d r iv e n  t h e  n a t iv e s ,  a n d  w a s  a b o u t  t o  
g a i n  t h e  g l o r y  o f  t h e  c o m p le t e  c o n q u e s t  o f  B r i t a in ,  w h e n  t h e  C a le d o 
n ia n s  r a l ly in g  u n d e r  C r e o n e s ,  a t t a c k e d  a n d  r e p u l s e d  h im .  A f t e r w a r d s ,  
u n i t i n g  w is d o m  t o  v a lo u r ,  t h e y  m a n a g e d  t o  p r e s s  t h e  R o m a n s  w i t h  
s u c h  e f f e c t ,  a s , w i t h in  t h e  s p a c e  o f  3 0  y e a r s ,  t o  f o r c e  t h e m  b e h in d  t h e  
r a m p a r t  o f  A n t o n in u s ,  w h ic h  t h i s  g e n e r a l  e r e c t e d  t o  d e f e n d  t h e  
m o r e  s o u t h e r n  p o s s e s s io n s  o f  R o m e  ; a b a n d o n in g  a l l  t o  t h e  n o r th w a r d  
o f  t h a t  b o u n d a r y ,  w h ic h  w a s  d e n o m in a t e d  t h e  p r o v in c e  o f  V e s p a s ia n a .

H o r s l e y t  a n d  G o r d o n t  a r e  o f  o p in io n ,  t h a t  t h e  R o m a n s  h a d  n o  s e t 
t l e d  s t a t io n s  b e y o n d  t h e  R iv e r  T a y ,  a n d  t h a t  t h e  V a llu m  B a r b a r ic u m , 
a s  i t  i s  s o m e t im e s  t e r m e d ,  o r  t h e  r a m p a r t  w h ic h  s t r e t c h e d  a c r o s s  t h e  
i s t h m u s ,  b e t w e e n  t h e  F o r t h  a n d  C l y d e ,  w a s ,  b y  t h a t  p e o p le ,  c o n s id e r e d  
t h e  l im i t  n o r th w a r d .  B u t ,  b e s id e s  t h e  a b o v e  p o s i t iv e  t e s t im o n y ,  t h a t  
t h e y  o c c u p i e d  t h e  p r o v in c e  o f  V e s p a s ia n a ,  a t  l e a s t  t h e  e a s t e r n  h a l f  o f  
i t ,  f o r  u p w a r d s  o f  t h ir t y  y e a r s ,  M r .  W h it a k e r ,  w h o ,  o n  m o r e  t h a n  o n e  
o c c a s io n ,  h a s  d i s p la y e d  g r e a t e r  , dep th* o f  r e s e a r c h  t h a n  e i t h e r  o f  t h e s e  
g e n t l e m e n ,  in f o r m s  u s ,  t h a t ,  t h e  B r i t i s h  n a t io n s  b e y o n d  t h e  r a m p a r t  o f  
A n t o n i n u s  w e r e  s i x t e e n  i n  n u m b e r ,  o f  w h ic h  s ix  w e r e  r e d u c e d  b y  t h e  
R o m a n s ,  a n d  t e n  r e m a in e d  u n c o n q u e r e d .  || A n d  f r o m  t h e  I t in e r a r y  o f  
R ic h a r d  C o r in e n s is ,  w h ic h  fo r m s  t h e  a p p e n d ix  t o  h i s  H i s t o r y  o f  M a n 
c h e s te r ,  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  a p p e a r  t o  h a v e  b e e n  t h e  p r in c ip a l  s ta t io n s ,  in  
S c o t l a n d : — F a l k i r k ;  P e e b l e s ;  D u n b a r t o n ;  S t i r l i n g ;  K in k e l ,  u p o n  
E r n e ; P e r t h ; D u n k e l d ; B r u m c h e s t e r ,  o n  T a y  F r i t h ; B r e c h i n ; 
E s h l i e ,  o n  N o r t h  E s k  ; A b e r d e e n  ; F y v i e  ; N a ir n  ; I n v e r n e s s  ; a n d

* Britannia Romana, p. 81. f  Britannia Romana, p. 65.

t  Itinerarium Septentrionale,p. 187. || Hist, o f  the. Antiquities o f  Manchestery\o L iL  p. 201-



B r u m c h e s t e r ,  n e a r  B la ir .  N o w ,  a s  t o  t h r e e  o f  t h e s e  s t a t io n s  t h e  J u s  
L a t i i  w a s  e x t e n d e d , '  n a m e ly ,  t o  I n v e r n e s s ,  P e r t h ,  a n d  D u n b a r t o n ,  ( a l l  
w it h in  t h e  p r o v in c e  o f  V e s p a s ia n a ) ,  i t  a p p e a r s  t h e y  w e r e  t o w n s  o f  c o n 
s id e r a b le  im p o r t a n c e ,  m u n ic ip a l ,  a n d  w i t h in  t h e  p a le  o f  R o m a n  j u d i c a 
t u r e ,  c o n s e q u e n t ly ,  in t e g r a l  p o r t io n s  o f  t h e  e m p ir e ,  a n d ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  a s  
p e r m a n e n t  a s  t h e  R o m a n  g o v e r n m e n t ,  in  t h a t  q u a r te r  o f  t h e  i s la n d .  
T h i s  p r o v e s ,  t h a t  t h e  R o m a n s  n o t  o n ly  h a d  m i l i t a r y  s ta t io n s ,  b u t  t h a t  
t h e y  w e r e  d o m ic i l i a t e d  f o r  s o m e  t im e  b e y o n d  t h e  T a y .  B u t  t h i s  i s  
g o i n g ,  p e r h a p s ,  f a r t h e r  t h a n  n e c e s s a r y ,  fo r  a l l  t h a t  i s  r e q u is i t e ,  is ,  m e r e ly  
t o  e s t a b l i s h  t h e  p r o b a b i l i t y ,  t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  in  t h a t  - d is t ic t  u n d e r  s u c h  
c ir c u m s t a n c e s  a s  w o u l d  p r o d u c e  s e p u lc h r a l  m o n u m e n t s .  N o w ,  w e  
k n o w ,  t h a t  a f t e r  t h e  p r o v in c e  o f  V e s p a s ia n a  w a s  f o r m a l ly  a b a n d o n e d ,  
t h a t  o f  V a l e n t i a  w a s  r e t a in e d  f o r  u p w a r d s  o f  s e v e n t y  y e a r s  a f t e r w a r d s ,  
u n t i l  S e p t im iu s  S e v e r u s  f ix e d  t h e  l i m i t  o f  t h e  e m p ir e ,  in  B r i t a in ,  b y  h is  
f a m o u s  w a l l ,  w h i c h  e x t e n d e d  f r o m  t h e  R i v e r  T y n e  t o  t h e  S o lw a y  F r i t h ; 
a n d ,  t h a t  a lo n g  t h e  w h o le  l i n e  o f  t h e  V a llu m  B a r b a r i c u m ,  o r  w a l l  o f  
A n t o n i n u s ,  t h e  R o m a n  p o p u la t io n  w a s  v e r y  d e n s e ,  f r o m  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  
c o n s id e r a b le  t o w n s  w h i c h  w e r e  s i t u a t e d  in  t h e  l i n e  o f  c o u n t r y  w h ic h  i t  
o c c u p ie d ,  s u c h  a s , F a lk ir k ,  D u n b l a n e ,  S t ir l in g ,  P a i s l e y ,  D u n b a r t o n ,  
G la s g o w ,  & c . T h u s  e s ta b lis h e d -  o n  t h e  c o n f in e s  o f  C a le d o n ia ,  i t  i s  n o t  
t o o  m u c h  t o  s u p p o s e  t h a t  f r e q u e n t  o c c a s io n s  w o u ld  o ffe r , e i t h e r  fo r  t h e  
g r a t i f i c a t io n  o f  c u p id i t y ,  o r  t h e  e x e r c i s e  o f  v e n g e a n c e ,  o n  t h e  h o s t i l e  t r ib e s  

, o f  t h e  n o r th  ; a n d ,  i t  i s  c e r t a in ,  t h a t  in  s u c h  e x c u r s io n s ,  t h e  in t r e p id i t y  
o f  t h e i r  o p p o n e n t s  w o u l d  g i v e  a m p le  o c c a s io n  fo r  t h e  e r e c t io n  o f  m o n u -  

. m e n t a l  p i l la r s .  B u t ,  f u r t h e r ,  s i x t y  y e a r s  a f t e r  t h e  t im e  o f  S e p t im iu s  
S e v e r u s ,  a  w a r  o f  c o n s id e r a b le  d u r a t io n  w a s  p r o s e c u t e d  a g a in s t  t h e  
S c o t s  a n d  P i e t s ,  b y  C o n s t a n t iu s  C h lo r u s ,  a n d  a f t e r  ' h i s  d e a th ,  b y  h is  
s o n  C o n s t a n t in e ,  w h o  w a s  t w i c e  in  B r i t a in .  T h e  im p r e s s io n  m a d e ,  a t  
t h i s  t im e ,  m a y  b e  g a t h e r e d  f r o m  S p e e d ,  w h o  s a y s ,  “  t h e y  s u b d u e d  t h e  
B r i t o n s ,  t h a t  w e r e  m o r e  r e m o t e ,  a n d ' in h a b i t a n t s  o f  t h o s e  i s la n d s ,  t h a t  
w it n e s s  t h e  s e t t i n g  s u n .” *  A t  a  s t i l l  l a t e r  p e r io d ,  t h e  R o m a n s  a g a in  
e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e m s e lv e s  o n  t h e  b o r d e r s  o f  C a le d o n ia ,  fo r ,  in  t h e  r e ig n  o f  
T h e o d o s i u s  I .  t h e  p r o v in c e  o f  V a l e n t i a  w a s  r e c o n q u e r e d ,  a p p a r e n t ly  b y

* History of England, p. 259,—from Eusebius’ Life of Constantine.



S t i l i c h o ,  w h o  t h e n  c o m m a n d e d  t h e  f o r c e s  o f  t h e  w e s t ,  a n d  w h o s e  v i c 
t o r ie s  o v e r  t h e  S c o t s  a n d  P i e t s  a r e  c e l e b r a t e d  b y  C la u d ia n ,  t h o u g h  
w i t h o u t  s p e c i f y i n g  t h e  y e a r .  ,

B u t ,  a s  t h e  t r a n s a c t io n s  o f  t h i s  g e n e r a l ,  in  S c o t la n d ,  h a v e  n o t  b e e n  
m i n u t e l y  d e t a i l e d ,  I  f o r b e a r  t o  e x a m i n e  t h e  r e a s o n a b le n e s s  o f  t h e  s u p 
p o s i t io n ,  w h ic h  w o u l d  d e r iv e  t h e s e  m o n u m e n t s  f r o m  t h e m ,  b e c a u s e ,  i n  
m y  o w n  o p in io n ,  t h e  p r o b a b i l i t y  o f  t h e ir  R o m a n  o r ig in  i s  s u f f ic ie n t ly  
a c c o u n t e d  fo r ,  b y  t h e  k n o w l e d g e  o f  t h e  p r e v io u s  in t e g r a t io n ,  w i t h  t h e  
e m p ir e ,  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y  in  w h ic h  t h e y  w e r e  f o u n d ; a l t h o u g h ,  a s  i t  c o u l d  
b e  d o n e  w i t h o u t  p r o l i x i t y ,  I  d e e m e d  i t  b u t  j u s t i c e  t o  t h e  s u b j e c t ,  t o  
a d d u c e  e v e r y  c i r c u m s t a n c e  in  w h i c h  a  p r o b a b i l i t y  m i g h t  b e  s u p p o s e d  t o  

_ r e s id e .
T h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e s e  m o n u m e n t s  s e e m s  t o  b e  p l a c e d  b e y o n d  a l l  d o u b t ,  

b y  s o m e  l a t e r  d i s c o v e r ie s ,  m e n t i o n e d  b y  M r .  G o r d o n ,  in  h is  w o r k ,  p a g e  
87, “  O n  d i g g i n g  u p ,”  h e  s t a t e s ,  “  a  s m a l l  t u m u lu s ,  n e a r  t h e  c a s t l e  o f  
G la m is ,  i n  S t r a t h m o r e ,  a n  u r n  w a s  l a t e l y  d i s c o v e r e d ,  w i t h  g r e a t  q u a n 
t i t i e s  o f  R o m a n  m e d a ls  o f  s i lv e r  ; o n e ,  a  s i lv e r  c o in  o f  G a lb a .  A t  t h e  
S i lv e r  B u r n ,  n e a r  A b e r d e e n ,  m a n y  m o r e  R o m a n  m e d a ls  w e r e  f o u n d ,  
s e v e r a l  o f  w h ic h  I  sa w  in  t h e  h a n d s  o f  s o m e  g e n t l e m e n  t h e r e .  F u r t h e r  
n o r th ,  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y  o f  t h e  B o y n e ,  s e v e r a l  R o m a n  c o in s  w e r e  d u g  u p ,  
t w e n t y - s e v e n  o f  w h ic h  w e r e  t h e n  in  t h e  p o s s e s s io n  o f  t h e  e a r l  o f  F in d -  
la t e r .  F o u r  o f  t h e s e  w e r e  m e d a ls  o f  A n t o n i n u s  P iu s ,  o n e  o f  F a u s t in a ,  
o n e  o f  O t h o ,  in  s i lv e r ,  t h e  r e s t  o f  d i f f e r e n t  e m p e r o r s .”  H e  f u r t h e r  in -  

i o r m s  u s ,  t h a t  t h e  m e d a ls  a n d  c o in s ,  f o u n d  n o r t h  o f  t h e  T a y ,  w e r e  a l l  
p r o c u r e d  f r o m  s e p u lc h r a l  m o n u m e n t s ,  a n d  t h a t  n o  v e s t i g e s  o f  R o m a n  
e n c a m p m e n t s ,  n o  a lta r s  w i t h  in s c r ip t io n s ,  o r  m i l i t a r y  in s t r u m e n t s ,  a r e  
t o  b e  f o u n d  b e y o n d  t h i s  r iv e r .  H e r e ,  i t  i s  t o  b e  o b s e r v e d ,  t h a t  n o n e  o f  
t h e  c o in s  s p e c i f i e d  a r e  o f  l a t e r  d a t e  t h a n  t h e  r e ig n  o f  A n t o n i n u s ,  a n d ,  
t h e r e f o r e ,  n o n e  w h ic h  c a n  b e  r e f e r r e d  t o  a  p e r io d  s u b s e q u e n t  t o  t h e  
a b a n d o n m e n t  o f  V e s p a s ia n a .  I t  i s  r e m a r k a b le ,  t o o ,  a s  M r . P e n n a n t  
o b s e r v e s ,  t h a t  s u c h  s t o n e s  a r e  n o t  o n l y  u n k n o w n  in  I r e la n d ,  b u t  l im i t e d  
t o  t h e  e a s t e r n  s id e  o f  n o r t h  B r i t a in .  T h u s ,  t h e n ,  i f  w e  c o m m e n c e  a t  
T h e o d o s i a  o r  D u n b a r t o n ,  n o t  fa r  f r o m  w h ic h  i s  C a m p b e l l t o n ,  w h e r e  
o n e  o f  t h e s e  s t o n e s  i s  s t a t e d  t o  h a v e  s t o o d ,  a n d  p r o c e e d  a l o n g  t h e  w a l l



o f  A n t o n in u s  t o  i t s  e a s t e r n  e x t r e m i t y ,  w e  c o m e  t o  I n v e r k e i t h i n g ,*  o n  
t h e  n o r th  s id e  o f  t h e  Q u e e n ’s  F e r r y ,  w h e r e  a n o t h e r  o f  t h e s e  s t o n e s  w a s  
f o u n d ; n e x t ,  t u r n in g  n o r t h w a r d s  t h r o u g h  F i f e s h ir e ,  w e  a r r iv e  a t  V i c t o 
r ia , o r  P e r t h ,  o n  t h e  b a n k s  o f  t h e  T a y ,  t w e n t y  m i le s  w e s t  o f  D u n d e e ,  
a n d  a b o u t  h a l f  t h a t  d i s t a n c e  o f  M e i g g l e ,  G la m is ,  a n d  C o u p a r  in  A n g u s -  
s h ir e ,  w h e r e  m o r e  w e r e  d i s c o v e r e d ;  t h e n ,  c o n t i n u i n g  n o r th w a r d s  f r o m  
D u n d e e ,  o r , in  a  n o r t h - e a s t e r ly  d ir e c t io n  f r o m  P e r t h ,  w e  a r r iv e  a t  A b e r 
d e e n ,  in  w h o s e  n e ig h b o u r h o o d  t h e  r e s t  a r e  p l a c e d .  I f  f r o m  h e n c e  w e  
s t i l l  p r o c e e d  n o r th w a r d s ,  w e  c o m e  t o  P t o r o t o n ,  o r  I n v e r n e s s ; f r o m  
w h e n c e ,  d r a w in g  a  s t r a ig h t  l i n e ,  a lm o s t  d i r e c t l y  s o u t h w a r d s ,  t h r o u g h  
B r u m e h e s t e r ,  o r  B la ir ,  t o  V ic t o r ia ,  w e  s h a l l  h a v e  d e s c r ib e d  p r e t t y  n e a r ly  
t h e  b o u n d a r y  o f  t h e  R o m a n  p o s s e s s io n s  in  V e s p a s ia n a ,  w i t h in  w h i c h ,  
b o t h  t h e  o b e l i s k s  a n d  o t h e r  s e p u lc h r a l  m e m o r ia ls ,  m e n t io n e d  b y  M r .  
G o r d o n ,  w e r e  d i s c o v e r e d ; a  c o i n c i d e n c e  e q u a l ly  r e m a r k a b le  a n d  s a t i s 
f a c t o r y .

B u t  h e r e  I  m u s t  a n t i c ip a t e  a n  o b j e c t io n ,  w h ic h  t h o s e  w h o  f o l l o w  t h e  
o p in io n  o f  M r .  H o r s l e y  w i l l  u r g e ,  w h o  d e n i e s  t h a t  t h e  5 t h  l e g i o n  w a s  in  
B r it a in  ; b e c a u s e ,  i f  t h i s  o p in io n  h o l d s ,  i t  w i l l  d e p r iv e  n a y  a r g u m e n t  o f  
a l l  t h e  w e i g h t  w h ic h  d e p e n d s  o n  t h e  i m a g e  o f  t h e  e l e p h a n t  b e i n g  a  R o 
m a n  e m b le m .  T h i s  o p in io n  w a s  a d o p t e d  a n d  m a in t a in e d  b y  t h i s  d i s t in 
g u i s h e d  a n t iq u a r y  u p o n  t h e  g r o u n d  t h a t  h e  c o u l d  n o t  d i s c o v e r  a n y  
m e m o r ia l  t o  s u b s t a n t ia t e  t h e  f a c t  ;  c o n t e n d i n g  t h a t ,  d u r in g  t h e  s e c o n d ,  
t h ir d ,  a n d  f o u r t h  c e n t u r ie s ,  t h e  2d , 6t h ,  a n d '  20t h  l e g i o n s  o n ly  w e r e  in  
B r i t a i n . t  M r .  G o r d o n ,  h o w e v e r ,  w h o  p r e c e d e d  h im  b y  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  
i n  t h i s  w a lk  o f  l i t e r a t u r e ,  h a d ,  i n  h is  I t i n e r a r y ,  p a g e  56, p r e s e n t e d  t h e  
w o r ld  w i t h  a n  e n g r a v in g  o f  a  s t o n e  w h ic h  h e  f o u n d  a t  G r o t - I I i l l - F o r t ,  
n e a r  t h e  t o w n  o f  C r o w - h i l l ,  u p o n  t h e  w a l l  o f  A n t o n i n u s ,  in s c r ib e d  
t h u s  > f l e g v ~ | <3. “ F r o m  t h e  l e t t e r s ,”  h e  s a y s ,  “  t w o  a n g u la r  b o r d e r s  
a p p e a r  o n  e a c h  s id e  o f  t h e  s t o n e  s o  c lo s e  a n d  p la in  t h a t  i t  l e a v e s  n o  r o o m

* Stukeley makes Abercorn the eastern termination, but it is supposed to have extended to the 
Queen’s Ferry, although it cannot now be traced so far, the east end having been long imperfect from 
the removal of the material into new buildings, chiefly during the times when the .Scottish kings 
occasionally held their court at Linlithgo, and Calender Castle.

f  Cambden says that these were all that were in Britain during the reign of Severus.— Gongtts 
Cambden, p. 44.



t o  d o u b t  o f  i t s  b e i n g  r e a d  L e g i o  Q u in ta  ;  n o r  i s  t h e r e  a n y  s p a c e  w h a t 
s o e v e r  f o r  a n o t h e r  l e t t e r  t o  h a v e  b e e n  p u t  i n .”  A g a i n s t  t h i s  H o r s l e y  
e n t e r s  a  s t r o n g  p r o t e s t ,  a l l e g i n g  t h a t  i t  o u g h t  t o  b e  r e a d  L e g i o  V ic t r ix .*  
B u t  a m o n g  t h e  t h r e e  l e g i o n s  w h ic h  h e  h i m s e l f  a l lo w s  t o  h a v e  b e e n  t h e n  
in  B r i t a in ,  a n d  t o  h a v e  c o n t i n u e d  u n t i l  t h e  la s t ,  t h e r e  w a s  a n o t h e r  s o  
e n t i t l e d ,  n a m e ly ,  t h e  20t h ,  o r  V a le n s  V ic t r ix .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  h i s  o w n  
a c c o u n t ,  a ls o ,  b o t h  t h e s e  l e g i o n s  w e r e  e m p lo y e d  in  b u i l d i n g  t h i s  w a l l  ; t  
t h e r e f o r e ,  h i s  r e a d in g  w o u ld  r e d u c e  t h i s  s t o n e  t o  t h e  c o n d i t io n  o f  a n  
e q u i v o c a l  m o n u m e n t ; a n d  i f  s o ,  i t  i s ,  s o  fa r  a s  I  k n o w ,  a t  l e a s t ,  t h e  o n ly  
e q u iv o c a l  m o n u m e n t  in  o u r  i s la n d .  T h e r e  a r e  s o m e  u n i n t e l l i g i b l e  fr o m  
t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  s u b j e c t  w h ic h  t h e y  c o m m e m o r a t e ; o t h e r s  f r o m  t h e  
d e f a c in g s  o f  t im e  ; b u t  n o n e  p e r f e c t ,  I  b e l i e v e ,  o f  a m b ig u o u s  im p o r t .  
B e s id e s ,  i t  a p p e a r s ,  t h a t  in  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  a m o u n t  o f  t h e  m i l i t a r y  f o r c e  o f  
t h e  R o m a n s  in  B r i t a in ,  t h e  a u t h o r  o f  t h e  B r i t a n n i a  R o m a n a  w a s  n o t  
v e r y  w e l l  i n f o r m e d ; a n d , t h e r e f o r e ,  t o  r e m o v e  so  m u c h  o f  t h e  o b j e c t io n  
a s  d e p e n d s  o n  h is  l im i t a t io n  o f  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  l e g i o n s ,  I  s h a l l  h a v e  
r e c o u r s e  t o  t h e  e x p o s i t io n  o f  M r .  W h it a k e r ,  w h o  p la c e s  t h is  p a r t ic u la r  
in  a  v e r y  lu m in o u s  p o i n t  o f  v i e w .  “  I t  i s  s u p p o s e d ,”  h e  o b s e r v e s ,  “ b y  
M r . H o r s l e y ,  t h a t  t h e  R o m a n  g a r r is o n s  in  B r i t a in  d u r in g  t h e  s e c o n d ,  
t h ir d ,  a n d  f o u r t h  c e n t u r ie s ,  a m o u n t e d  t o  o n l y  t h r e e  l e g i o n s ,  t h e  6th  
V i c t o r io u s ,  20th  V a le r ia n ,  a n d  2n d  A u g u s t a n ,  a n d  t h e i r  a u x i l ia r ie s .—  
A n d  w i t h  t h is  s u p p o s i t io n  t h e  H i s t o r y  o f  D i o ,  P t o l e m y ’s G e o g r a p h y , 
a n d  A n t o n i n e ’s I t i n e r a r y  s e e m  a l l  t o  c o n c u r ; a s  t h e y  a l l  m e n t io n  
t h e s e  t o  b e  r e s id e n t  in  t h e  i s la n d .  T h i s  n u m b e r ,  a s  a p p e a r s  f r o m  t h e  
c o m p le m e n t  o f  a  s i n g l e  l e g i o n  d u r in g  t h e  v e r y  s a m e  a g e s ,  w h ic h  w a s  6100 
f o o t ,  a n d  726 h o r s e  ; a n d  f r o m  t h e  s t a t e d  p r o p o r t io n  o f  t h e  a u x i l ia r y  t o  
t h e  l e g i o n a r y  t r o o p s ,  w h ic h ,  w a s  e q u a l  in  t h e  in f a n t r y  a n d  d o u b le  in  t h e  
c a v a lr y ,  m u s t  h a v e  c o n t a in e d  a b o u t  3 6 , 0 0 0  f o o t ,  a n d  6 5 0 0  h o r s e .  S u c h  
w o u l d  b e  t h e  g r e a t e s t  a m o u n t  o f  t h e m ,  e v e n  i f  e v e r y  c o r p s  h a d  i t s  j u s t  
.c o m p le m e n t  o f  m e n .'  A n d  w e  c a n  h a v e  l i t t l e  d o u b t  b u t  a m o n g  a  n a t io n  
w h ic h  w a s  s o  n u m e r o u s ,  a n d  in  a  c o u n t r y  o n ly  in  p a r t  s u b d u e d ,  t h e  
l e g i o n s  a n d  t h e ir  a u x i l ia r ie s  w e r e  c o n s t a n t ly  s u p p l ie d  w i t h  f r e s h  r e c r u it s ,  
a n d  m a in t a in e d  in  t h e ir  f u l l  f o r c e .  B u t ,  e v e n  t h i s  c o n s id e r e d ,  t h r e e  a r e  

# Britannia Romana, page 36,» f  Ibidem, p. 77.

t



in s u f f ic ie n t  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  g a r r i s o n in g  t h e  i s la n d .  A n d  t h e  l o n g  l i s t ,  
w h ic h  t h e  t w o  I t in e r a r ie s  g i v e  u s  o f  t h e  s t a t io n s  in  B r i t a in ,  s h o w s  t h e m  t o  
b e  s o . T h a t  p r e s e n t s  u s  w i t h  1 4 0  o r  1 5 0  f o r t r e s s e s ,  e v e n  a f t e r  t h e  R o 
m a n s  h a d  r e t ir e d  t o  t h e  w a l l  o f  A n t o n in u s ,  a n d  a b a n d o n e d  t h e  s t a t io n s  
t h a t  e x t e n d e d  f r o m  t h e  f r i t h s  t o  I n v e r n e s s .  T h o s e  w e r e  a l l  o f  t h e m  
d e s i g n e d  t o  b e ,  a n d  w e r e  a c t u a l ly ,  g a r r is o n e d  b y  t h e  R o m a n s  ; a s  o t h e r 
w i s e  t h e y  w o u l d  n o t  h a v e  b e e n  c o n s t r u c t e d  a t  f ir s t ,  n o r  r e c i t e d  in  t h e  
I t in e r a r ie s  a f t e r w a r d s .  A n d  I  h a v e  s h o w n  e a c h  o f  t h e m  t o  h a v e  b e e n  
a t t e n d e d  w i t h  v a r io u s  c a s t e l l e t s ,  w h ic h  w o u l d  r e q u ir e  g a r r is o n s  n e a r ly  
e q u a l  t o  t h e  c o m p l e m e n t  o f  t h e  p r in c ip a l  s ta t io n .  B u t  i t  w o u l d  b e  e v i 
d e n t l y  r id ic u lo u s  t o  d is t r ib u t e  a  b o d y  o f  4 3 , 0 0 0  m e n  in t o  1 4 0  p r in c ip a l  
f o r t s  ; a s  s u c h  a  s c h e m e  w o u ld  a l lo t  o n ly  a b o u t  3 0 7  fo r  a  s t a t io n  a n d  i t s  
s u b o r d in a t e  c h e s t e r s .  T h e  g a r r is o n  o f  e v e r y  s t a t io n  in  t h e  I t in e r a r y ,  
w it h  i t s  a p p e n d a g e s ,  e x c e p t  f iv e  o r  s i x  t h a t  w e r e  m e r e ly  c o n s t r u c t e d  a d  
F in e s ,  c o u ld  n o t  h a v e  b e e n  l e s s  t h a n  4 0 0  e f f e c t iv e  m e n .  A  g r e a t e r  
n u m b e r  w o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  r e q u i s i t e  f o r  m o s t ,  a n d  a  s m a l le r  c o u l d  n o t  
b e  s u f f ic ie n t  fo r  a n y .  A n d  e v e n  in  t h i s  d is p o s i t io n ,  t h e  t o t a l  a m o u n t  o f  
t r o o p s  r e q u is i t e  f o r  1 4 0  g a r r is o n s  w o u ld  b e  5 6 , 0 0 0  m e n .  T h i s  i s  a p p a 
r e n t ly  t h e  s m a l le s t  n u m b e r  t h a t  w e  c a n  s u p p o s e  r e s id e d  in  t h e  k in g d o m .  
B u t  a  m u c h  g r e a t e r  w a s  r e s id e n t  in  i t ; a s , d u r in g  t h e  d i s p e r s io n  o f  t h e  
r e s t ,  s o m e  m o r e  c o n s id e r a b le  b o d ie s  w o u ld ,  b e  k e p t  t o g e t h e r ,  t h e  m o r e  
e f f e c t u a l ly  t o  o v e r a w e  t h e  c o n q u e r e d  B r i t o n s  w i t h in  t h e  w a l ls ,  a n d  t h e  
u n c o n q u e r e d  w i t h o u t .  A n d  s u c h  a c t u a l l y  a p p e a r  t o g e t h e r ; o n e  la r g e  
c o r p s  b e i n g  q u a r t e r e d  a t  Y o r k ,  a n o th e r  a t  C h e s t e r ,  a n d  a  t h ir d  a t  C a e r 
le o n ,  in  M o n m o u t h s h ir e .  T h i s  b e i n g  t h e  c a s e ,  t h e r e  w e r e  n e c e s s a r i ly  
m o r e  t h a n  t h r e e  l e g i o n s  in  t h e  i s la n d .  , T h e  p o s i t iv e  t e s t i m o n y  o f  J o s e 
p h u s  a s s u r e s  u s ,  t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  f o u r  d u r in g  t h e  r e ig n  o f  V e s p a s ia n .  
A n d  t h e  a c c o u n t s  o f  R ic h a r d ,  a n d  t h e  d i s c o v e r e d  in s c r ip t io n s  o f  t h e  
R o m a n s ,  p r o v e  t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  m o r e  a f t e r w a r d s .  S e v e r a l  b r ic k s  h a v e  
b e e n  d i s c o v e r e d  a t  C a e r - R h u n ,  o n  t h e  a n c i e n t  C o n o v iu m , in  W a le s ,  w h ic h  
c le a r ly  e x h i b i t e d  t h e  n a m e  o f  t h e  10th  l e g i o n .  A n d  t h e  f a c t  is  v e r y  
p a r t ic u la r ly  a u t h e n t i c a t e d ,  h a v in g  t h e  u n i t e d  a t t e s t a t io n  o f  t h e  R e v .  M r .  
B r ic k d a le ,  a n d  D r .  G a le ,  e a c h  ( a s  fa r  a s  a p p e a r s )  u n k n o w n  t o  t h e  o t h e r ,  
a n d  b o t h  c o n c u r r in g  in  t h e  s a m e  t e s t im o n y .  H e n c e  t h e  10th  l e g i o n



a p p e a r s  t o  h a v e  b e e n  q u a r t e r e d  a m o n g  t h e  O r d o v ic e s ,  a n d  a t  t h e  s t a t io n  
o f  C o n o v iu m . A n d  i t  r e m a in e d  t h e r e  a  l o n g  t i m e ; b e c a u s e  t h e  n a m e  
o f  a  n e i g h b o u r in g  h i l l ,  M y n y a h  C a e r - L h e io n ,  o r  t h e  m o u n t a in  o f  t h e  city*  
o f  t h e  l e g i o n ,  s h o w s  t h e  t o w n  t o  h a v e  o b t a in e d  t h e  s a m e  n a m e  a m o n g  
t h e  n e ig h b o u r in g  B r i t o n s  t h a t  D e v a ,  t h e  s e a t  o f  t h e  6t h  l e g i o n  fo r  t h r e e  
c e n t u r ie s ,  a c q u ir e d  o n  o n e  s id e ,  a n d  I s c a  S i lu r u m ,  t h e  r e s id e n c e  o f  t h e  
Q d f o r  a s  l o n g  a  p e r io d ,  s t i l l  r e t a in s  o n  t h e  o t h e r .  T o  t h i s  w e  m a y  a d d  
t h e  7 t h  o r  C la u d ia n ,  w h i c h  w a s  s e t t l e d  a t  G lo u c e s t e r  in  t h e  r e ig n  o f  
C la u d iu s ,  a n d  f r o m  t h e  l e n g t h  o f  w h o s e  r e s i d e n c e  t h e  t o w n  w a s  d e n o 
m in a t e d  L e g i o  C la u d ia ,  T h u s  h a v e  w e  f o u n d  f iv e  l e g i o n s  r e s id e n t  fo r  
a  l o n g  t im e  in  B r i t a in ,  t w o  a d d i t io n a l  t o  t h e  n u m b e r  s u p p o s e d  b y  M r .  
H o r s l e y ,  a n d  s e e m i n g l y  f i x e d  b y  P t o l e m y ,  D i o ,  a n d  A n t o n i n u s .  B u t  
t h e  l e g i o n a r y  l i s t s  in  t h e s e  a u t h o r s  a r e  v e r y  d e f e c t i v e .  T h a t  o f  D i o ,  
w h ic h  i s  t h e  f u l l e s t ,  m e n t i o n s  o n l y  t h i r t y - o n e  in  t h e  w h o le  j t h a t  o f  A n 
t o n in u s  o n l y  t w e n t y - s i x  ; a n d  P t o l e m y ’s  o n l y  s e v e n t e e n .  A n d  a s  t h e  
t w o  l a s t  o f  t h e m  a p p e a r  p a r t ic u la r ly  d e f e c t i v e  u p o n  a  c o l la t io n  m e r e ly  
w it h  t h e  f ir s t ,  s o  i s  t h i s  e x p r e s s ly  d e c la r e d  t o  b e  t h e  l i s t  o f  s u c h  l e g i o n s  
o n l y  a s  c o n s i s t e d  o f  R o m a n  c i t i z e n s .  T h e  m a n y  t h a t  w e r e  c o m p o s e d  o f  
v o lu n t e e r s  f r o m  t h e  s u b j e c t  n a t io n s ,  a n d  w h ic h  w e r e  v e r y  d i s t i n c t  fr o m  
t h e  b o d ie s  o f  a u x i l ia r ie s  s u p p l i e d  b y  t h e  n a t io n a l  a u t h o r i t y  o f  e a c h ,  a s  
t h e  5 th  o f  t h e  G a u ls ,  t h e  10t h  o f  t h e  B a t a v ia n s ,  a n d  t h e  t w e l v e  o t h e r s  
t h a t  a r e  r e c i t e d  in  t h e  f o l lo w in g -  c a t a l o g u e .” — ( S e e  v o l .  i .  p .  26l . ) —  
“  A l l  o f  t h e s e  a r e  p r o f e s s e d ly  o m i t t e d  b y  D i o .  T h e  a u t h e n t i c  r e c o r d s  
o f  in s c r ip t io n s  d e m o n s t r a t e  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  b o t h  t o  h a v e  b e e n  f i f t y  o r  
s i x t y  a t  l e a s t .  A n d  t h e  s u g g e s t i o n s  o f  c o m m o n  s e n s e ,  s t i l l  m o r e  a u t h e n 
t i c  t h a n  t h e y ,  e v i n c e  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  o f  a s  m a n y  ( i n d e p e n d e n t l y  o f  t h e  n a 
t io n a l  a u x i l i a r i e s )  t o  s e c u r e  t h e  e x t e n d e d  d o m in io n s  o f  t h e  R o m a n  e m 
p ir e .  T h e  e x p r e s s  n u m b e r  o f  t h e  l e g i o n s  a p p e a r s  in d e e d , . f r o m  D i o ,  t o  
h a v e  b e e n  o n l y  t w e n t y - t h r e e  o r  t w e n t y - f iv e  f r o m  t h e  r e i g n  o f  A u g u s t u s  
t o  t h a t  o f  A l e x a n d e r  S e v e r u s ; a n d  f r o m  in s c r ip t io n s ,  I  t h in k ,  n e v e r  t o  
h a v e  e x c e e d e d  t h i r t y - s i x  a f t e r w a r d s .  A n d  t h i s  h a s  b e e n  g e n e r a l l y  s u p 
p o s e d  b y  o u r  a n t iq u a r ie s ,  t o  b e  a b s o l u t e l y  t h e  w h o le  o f  t h e  R o m a n  
l e g i o n s .  B u t  a s  s e v e r a l  o f  t h e s e  w e r e  b o d ie s  o f  f o r e ig n  v o lu n t e e r s ,  s o  
e a c h  o f  t h e  o t h e r s ,  e x c e p t ,  p e r h a p s ,  t h e  8th ,  1 1 t h ,  1 4 t h ,  a n d  3 0 t h  h a d



S e v e r a l e x t r a o r d in a r y  b r ig a d e s  o f  c i t i z e n s  o r  f o r e ig n e r s  b e l o n g i n g  t o  
t h e m  ; e v e r y  o n e  o f  w h ic h  h a d  e q u a l ly  t h e  c o m p le m e n t  a n d  d e n o m in a 
t io n  o f  a  l e g i o n ,  a n d  w e r e  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  f r o m  e a c h  o t h e r  a n d  t h e  o r ig in a l  
b r ig a d e  b y  s o m e  a d d i t io n a l  t i t l e .  , A n d  t h is  w a s  s o m e t im e s  d e r iv e d  f r o m  
t h e  n a m e  o f  t h e  e m p e r o r  u n d e r  w h o m  t h e y  h a d  b e e n  o r ig in a l ly  r a is e d ,  
o r  b y  w h o m  t h e y  h a d  b e e n  p a r t ic u la r ly  f a v o u r e d ,  b u t  w a s  g e n e r a l l y  
a s s u m e d  f r o m  t h e  k in g d o m s  o f  t h e ir  f ir s t  o r  l o n g e s t  r e s i d e n c e .  H e n c e  
in  D i o ’s  c a t a l o g u e  o f  p u r e l y  R o m a n  l e g i o n s ,  w e  f in d  s o  m a n y  o f  t h e m  
d i s t i n g u i s h e d  b y  t h e  d e n o m in a t io n s  o f  G a l l i c ,  C y r e n e a n ,  S c y t h ia n ,  
E g y p t i a n ,  M a c e d o n ia n ,  & c . A n d  t h e  10th  T w i n  l e g i o n ,  b e i n g  l o n g  
s t a t io n e d  i n  G e r m a n y ,  a n d  t h e  2d  A u g u s t a n ,  b e i n g  lo n g e r  s e t t l e d  i n  
B r i t a in ,  a p p e a r  u n d e r  t h e  p a r t ic u la r  d e n o m in a t io n  o f  t h e  10t h  G e r m a n ic  
a n d  t h e  2n d  B r i t a n n ic  l e g i o n s ,  in  P t o l e m y  a n d  t h e  N o t i t i a .  B u t  t h e  
o r ig in a l  a n d  a d d i t io n a l  b a t t a l io n s  c a n  s e ld o m  b e  d i s t in g u i s h e d  f r o m  e a c h  
o t h e r  b y  t h e i r  n a m e s .  A n d  y e t  t h e y  m a y  b y  t h e  c a t a lo g u e  o f  D i o .  
T h u s  t h e  7 th ,  l e g i o n  h a d  t h e  s e v e r a l  b r ig a d e s  w h ic h  w e r e  c a l l e d  t h e  7 t h  
C la u d ia n ,  a n d  t h e  7t h  G a lb a n  l e g i o n s , J b o t h  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  R o m a n s ,  a n d ,  
t h e r e f o r e ,  s p e c i f i e d  b y  D i o ; a n d  t h e  7 t h  T w i n ,  7 t h  T w i n  C la u d ia n ,  
a n d  7 t h  T w i n  A n t o n i a n ,  a l l  t h r e e  c o m p o s e d  o f  f o r e ig n e r s ,  a n d  th e r e fo r e -  
o m i t t e d  b y  h im . A n d  t h e  10t h  h a d  t h e  10t h  F r e t a n ,  a n d  10th  T w i n ,  
t w o  e n u m e r a t e d  b a t t a l io n s  o f  R o m a n s  ; a n d  t h e  10t h  A n t o n i a n  A u g u s 
t a n ,  a n d  t h e  10t h  B a t a v ia n ,  t w o  u n n o t i c e d  o n e s  o f  f o r e ig n e r s .  T h e  
10t h  l e g i o n  i s  m e n t i o n e d  b y  D i o ,  a n d  p la c e d  b y  h im  in  J u d e a ; a n d  J o 
s e p h u s  h a d  p r e v i o u s l y  f i x e d  i t  a t  J e r u s a le m .  A n d  t h e  b r ig a d e  i n t e n d e d  
b y  b o t h  a p p e a r s ,  f r o m  t h e  N o t i t i a ,  t o  h a v e  b e e n  e q u a l ly  d e n o m in a t e d  t h e  
10th  F r e t a n .  I t  w a s  s e t t l e d  in  J u d e a  b y  T i t u s ; a n d  t h e r e  i t  c o n t i n u e d  
t o  t h e  p e r io d  o f  t h e  N o t i t i a .  B u t  t h e  l e g i o n  w h ic h  w a s  s t a t io n e d  i n  
W a le s ,  a n d  w h ic h  a p p e a r s ,  f r o m  t h e  a b o v e  m e n t i o n e d  in s c r ip t io n ,  t o  
h a v e  b e e n  c e r t a in ly  a  b a t t a l io n  o f  t h e  10t h ,  a p p e a r s  p r e t t y  c le a r ly ,  f r o m  
a  c o in  “w h ic h  w a s  d i s c o v e r e d  in  t h a t  c o u n t r y ,  a n d  in s c r ib e d  w i t h  t h e  
f o l l o w i n g  n a m e ,  t o  h a v e  b e e n  t h e  10th  A n t o n i a n  A u g u s t a n .

“  A n d  m a n y  o f  t h e  l e g i o n a r y  b r ig a d e s  w e r e  d e n o m in a t e d  G e m e l k e ,  
o r  T w i n s ; b e c a u s e  t h e y  w e r e  c o m p o u n d e d  o f  t w o ,  a n d  h a d  a  d o u 
b le  c o m p l e m e n t  o f  m e n .  S u c h  w a s  o n e  o f  t h e  10th ,  o f  t h e  1 3 t h ,  a n d
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1 4 t h .  A n d  s u c h ,  a s  a p p e a r s  a b o v e ,  w e r e  t h r e e  o f  t h e  f iv e  in  t h e  7 t h .  
O n e  o f  t h e s e ,  t h e  T w i n  C la u d ia n  l e g i o n ,  w a s  t h a t  w h i c h  w a s  s t a t io n e d  
a t  G l o u c e s t e r .  T h e  t r o o p s ,  t h e n ,  w h ic h  t h e  R o m a n s  m a in t a in e d  in  t h e  
i s l a n d ,  w e r e  f iv e  l e g i o n s ,  o n e  o f  t h e m  b e i n g  d o u b le ,  a n d  a l l  h a v in g  t h e i r  
a t t e n d a n t  a u x i l i a r i e s ; o r  a b o u t  7 3 , 0 0 0  f o o t ,  a n d  1 3 ,0 0 0  h o r s e .  A n d  
t h e  h e a d - q u a r t e r s  o f  a n o th e r ,  t h e  20th ,  w e r e  in  a l l  p r o b a b i l i t y  f ix e d  a t  
C h e s t e r ,  b y  o r d e r  o f  A g r i c o l a ,  a t  t h e  t e r m in a t io n  o f  h is  w a r , a s  i t  c e r 
t a i n l y  r e s id e d  t h e r e  w i t h in  s e v e n t y  y e a r s  a f t e r w a r d s .

“ W e  h a v e  a ls o  t h e  p o s i t i v e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  M a lm s b u r y ,  p e r h a p s  t h e  v e h i c l e  
o f  t r a d i t io n ,  b u t  p r o b a b ly  t h e  c o p ie r  o f  h is t o r y ,  t h a t  o n e  o r  m o r e  o f  t h e  
J u l ia n  l e g i o n s ,  t h o s e  c o m m a n d e d  b y  J u l iu s  A g r i c o l a ,  w e r e  a c t u a l ly  
s e t t l e d  a t  C h e s t e r ;  a n d  t h e  b e t t e r  a n d  m o r e  e x p r e s s  a t t e s t a t io n  o f  
R ic h a r d ,  t h a t  C h e s t e r  w a s  c o n s t r u c t e d  b y  t h e  s o ld ie r s  o f  t h e  20t h .” *

T h i s  s t a t e m e n t  is  c le a r  a n d  p r e c i s e ,  a n d  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e  n a t u r e  
a n d  e x t e n t  o f  t h e  R o m a n  g o v e r n m e n t  in  B r i t a in ,  a n d  a  s t r o n g  c o n t r a s t  
t o  t h e  s u p e r f ic ia l  m a n n e r  in  w h ic h  t h i s  im p o r t a n t  q u e s t io n  h a s  b e e n  d is 
p o s e d  o f  b y  t h e  a u t h o r  o f  t h e  B r i t a n n i a  R o m a n a .  I t  i s  t r u e ,  w e  g a t h e r  
f r o m  i t  n o  d i r e c t  p r o o f  o f  t h e  5 t h  l e g i o n ’s  b e i n g  in  B r i t a in ,  b u t  i t  c o n 
t a in s  t h e  c e r t a in t y  t h a t  t h e  m i l i t a r y  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  B r i t a in  c o m p r is e d  
t w o  m o r e  t h a n  t h is  a u t h o r  c h o o s e s  t o  a l lo w ,  a n d  t h e  p r o b a b i l i t y  t h a t  in  
t h e  c o u r s e  o f  t h r e e  c e n t u r ie s  o t h e r s  m a y  h a v e  b e l o n g e d  t o  i t ,  w h o s e  
r e c o r d s  m a y  s t i l l  b e  u n d i s c o v e r e d ,  o r  h a v e  p e r i s h e d  in  t h e  la p s e  o f  t im e .

B u t ,  b e s id e s  t h e  l a t i t u d e  i n  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  a m o u n t  o f  t h e  f o r c e s  in  
B r it a in ,  w e  k n o w  fr o m  h i s t o r y  t h a t  s u d d e n  e m e r g e n c ie s  o f t e n  p r o d u c e d  
a  r a p id  a n d  in d is c r im in a t e  s h i f t in g  o f  t h e  l e g i o n s ,  a  m e m o r a b le  in s t a n c e  
o f  w h ic h  h a p p e n e d  in  t h a t  e v e n t f u l  p e r io d  w h ic h  s u c c e e d e d  t h e  d e a th  o f  
N e r o .  I n  t h e  e i v i l  w a r  b e t w e e n  V i t e l l i u s  a n d  V e s p a s ia n ,  t h e  f o r m e r  
w a s  r e in f o r c e d  w i t h  t h e  f lo w e r  o f  t h e  B r i t i s h  a r m y , a n d  h e  h a d  s e n t  a ls o  
i n t o  S p a in  a n d  G a u l  f o r  s u c c o u r s .  T h e  5 th  a n d  1 5 t h  l e g i o n s ,  w h ic h  w e r e  
d is p o s e d  in  t h e  w in g s  o f  t h e  a r m y , w e r e  s u p p o r t e d  b y  t h e  v e x i l la r i e s  o f  
t h r e e  B r i t i s h  l e g i o n s ,  a p p a r e n t ly  o f  t h e  9t h ,  2n d ,  a n d  20t h ,  w h ic h  f o r m e d  
t h e  c e n t r e ,  a s  t h e ir  n u m b e r s  c o r r e s p o n d  t o  t h r e e  o f  t h e  f o u r  b r o u g h t  
o v e r  b y  C la u d iu s .  P a n n o n ia  a n d  M a e s ia  w e r e  d r a in e d  o f  t h e ir  c o n t i n g e n t

0 * History of the Antiquities of Manchester, vol. i. ch. 6, sec. 4.



o f  tr o o p s ,  a n d  M u c ia n u s  w a s  h a s t e n i n g  f r o m  t h e  E a s t  t o  t h e  s a m e  s c e n e  
o f  a c t io n .  T h i s  p o l i t i c a l  t e m p e s t  a g i t a t e d  t h e  w h o l e  e m p ir e ,  a n d  s o  
d is t u r b e d  w h a t  m a y  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  t h e  q u a r t e r - m a s te r - g e n e r a l ’s a r r a n g e 
m e n t s ,  a t  l e a s t ,  f o r  t h e  w e s t e r n  p r o v in c e s ,  a s  t o  r e n d e r  i t  im p o s s ib le  f o r  
h is t o r ia n s  t o  h a v e  t a k e n  d i s t i n c t  n o t i c e  o f  t h e  p a r t ic u la r  c h a n g e s  w h ic h  
t h e n  o c c u r r e d .*  O t h e r  s u c c e e d i n g  c o m m o t io n s ,  n o  d o u b t ,  w e r e ,  t o  a  
c e r t a in  e x t e n t ,  f o l l o w e d  b y  s im i la r  r e s u l t s ,  s o  t h a t  i t  a p p e a r s  b o ld  t o  
p r e s u m e ,  t h a t  n o  p a r t  o f  a  l e g i o n ,  w h ic h  w a s  in d i s p u t a b ly  q u a r t e r e d  i n  
t h e  n e ig h b o u r in g  p r o v in c e s  o f  G e r m a n y ,  e v e r  s e r v e d  in  B r i t a in ,  e s p e 
c i a l l y  s in c e  w e  k n o w ,  t h a t  i t  w a s  n o t  u n c o m m o n  f o r  t h e  l e g i o n s  t o  h a v e  
d e t a c h m e n t s  in  d i f f e r e n t  p r o v i n c e s ;  fo r  e x a m p le ,  t h e  10t h  h a d  t h r e e ; 
t h e  12 th ,  f i v e ; a n d  t h e  22d , s ix  c o h o r t s ,  in  G a u l  a n d  G e r m a n y . !

T h e  f o l l o w i n g  d i s c o v e r y ,  h o w e v e r ,  in  c o n j u n c t io n  w i t h  t h e  a b o v e  
r e a s o n s ,  I  c o n c e i v e  t o  b e  c o m p l e t e l y  d e c i s i v e  o f  t h is  q u e s t io n .  A b o u t  
t h e  y e a r  1 7 9 3 ,  a  R o m a n  u r n  w a s  d i s c o v e r e d ,  in  a  b a r r o w , 196 f e e t  i n  
c ir c u m f e r e n c e ,  n e a r  H o p t o n ,  in  D e r b y s h ir e .  O n  t h e  s t o n e  w h i c h  
c o v e r e d  t h is  u r n  w a s  in s c r ib e d ,  “  G e l l iu s  P r c e f e c tu s  C o h o r t is  T e r t i c e  
L e g i o n i s  Q u in tc e  B r i ta n n ic c e .” X 

T h i s  s h o w s  t h a t  t h i s  l e g i o n  w a s  n o t  o n l y  in  B r i t a in ,  b u t  d i s t in g u i s h e d ,  
a s  a  B r i t i s h  l e g i o n ,  b y  t h e  t i t l e  B r i t a n n ic a .

I t  o u g h t  n o t ,  a t  t h e  s a m e  t im e ,  t o  b e  f o r g o t t e n ,  t h a t  t h e  l e g i o n s  d id  
o c c a s io n a l ly  c a r v e  t h e  in s ig n ia  o f  t h e ir  s ta n d a r d s  o n  t h e  w o r k s  w h i c h  
t h e y  e r e c t e d .  I n  M r , C a r t e r ’s A n c i e n t  A r c h i t e c tu r e  o f  E n g l a n d ,  p a r t  
f ir s t , p la t e  f o u r t h ,  i s  e x h i b i t e d  a  r e p r e s e n t a t io n  o f  t h e  s ta n d a r d  o f  t h e  
2d  A u g u s t a n ,  l e g i o n ,  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  a  p e g a s s u s  a n d  s e a - g o a t ,  w h ic h  w e r e  
t a k e n  o u t  o f  t h e  R o m a n  w a l l ,  n e a r  N e w c a s t l e .  A n d  n u m b e r ,  3 ,  i n  
t h e  p la t e  p r e f ix e d  t o  S t u k e l e y ’s  D e s c r i p t i o n  o f  a  R o m a n  T e m p le ,  i s  
a n o t h e r  r e p r e s e n t a t io n  o f  t h e  s a m e  s ta n d a r d ,  f o u n d  in  S c o t la n d .  • I t  i s

* This is eminently exemplified, in M. Crevier’s History of the Roman Emperors, who, in relating 
the same events, upon other authorities, states, that there was only one legion drawn from.Britain - 
upon this occasion; and that the 5th and 15th, had, at the same time,been removed from Maesia and. 
Pannonia to assist at the siege of Jerusalem.

f  History ofthe Antiquities of Manchester, vol. i. ch. 8, sec. 1st.
J ArchcEologid, vol. xii. plate 2d,



n o t  l i k e l y ,  t h a t  a  n a t io n a l  c u s t o m  w o u l d  b e  e x e m p l i f i e d  in  t h e  p r a c t i c e  
o f  o n e  l e g i o n  o n ly .

T o  t h o s e ,  w h o ,  n o t w i t h s t a n d in g  w h a t  h a s  b e e n  s a id ,  m a y  s t i l l  b e  d i s 
p o s e d  t o  i m a g in e ,  t h a t  t h e  i m a g e  o f  t h e  e le p h a n t ,  o n  o n e  o f  t h e  s t o n e s ,  
a t  G la m is ,  h a s  s o m e  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  o r d e r  o f  t h e  e le p h a n t ,  o f  D e n -  
m 'ark , I  w o u l d  b e g  l e a v e  t o  o b s e r v e ,  t h a t  in  1 4 6 4  C h r is t ia n  I .  e s t a 
b l i s h e d  a  m o n a s t ic  s o c i e t y  w i t h  t h e  b a d g e  o f  a n  e le p h a n t ,  w h ic h  a p p e a r s  
t o  h a v e  s u g g e s t e d  t o  F r e d e r ic k  I I .  t h e  i d e a  o f  f o u n d i n g  s u c h  a n  o r d e r  
o f  k n i g h t h o o d ,  w h ic h  h e  g a v e  a w a y  f o r  t h e  f ir s t  t i m e ,  i n  1 5 8 0 .  A s  t h e  
e a r l i e s t  o f  t h e s e  d a t e s  i s  s u b s e q u e n t  t o  t h e  l a t e s t  in v a s io n  o r  d e s c e n t  o f  
t h e  D a n e s  o n  S c o t la n d ,  i t  d e s t r o y s  t h e  la s t  p r e s u m p t io n  i n  f a v o u r  o f  
t h e  D a n i s h  o r ig in  o f  t h i s  e m b l e m .t

B u t  i t  m u s t  b e  c o n f e s s e d ,  t h a t  a  d i f f i c u l t y ,  a p p a r e n t ly  a  f o r m id a b le  
o n e ,  s t i l l  o p p o s e s  i t s e l f  to  t h e  c o n c lu s io n ,  t h a t  t h e s e  o b e l i s k s  a r e  R o m a n .  
I  a l lu d e  t o  t h e  s e e m i n g l y  a n o m a lo u s  c o n j u n c t io n  o f  C h r is tia n  a n d  p a g a n  
s y m b o ls ,  p r e s e n t e d  b y  t h e  a p p e a r a n c e  o f  t h e  c r o s s  o n  t h e s e  m o n u m e n t s .  
I n  e x p la n a t io n ,  i t  w i l l  b e  n e c e s s a r y  t o  a d v e r t ,  in  t h e  f ir s t  p la c e ,  t o  t h e  
a u t h e n t i c  aera o f  t h e  i n t r o d u c t io n  o f  C h r is t ia n ity  i n t o  t h i s  c o u n t r y .

S o m e  r e s t  s a t is f ie d ,  t h a t  t h i s  m o s t  im p o r t a n t  b l e s s i n g  f lo w e d  i m m e 
d i a t e l y  f r o m  t h e  c o m p a s s io n  o r  p o l i c y  o f  G r e g o r y  t h e  G r e a t ,*  w h o ,  i n  
t h e  y e a r  5 9 6 ,  a p p o in t e d  t h e  m o n k  A u g u s t i n e ,  w i t h  P a u l in u s  a n d  M e l -  
l i t u s ,  a s  h is  p r in c ip a l  a s s o c ia t e s ,  t o  t h i s  c h a r i t a b le  m is s io n .  B u t ,  w e  a r e  
a s s u r e d ,  t h a t  t h e  f ir s t  c o n s e q u e n c e  o f  t h e ir  a r r iv a l  w a s ,  a  d i s p u t e  w i t h  
t h e  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  B r i t i s h  c h u r c h ,  r e s p e c t i n g  t h e  p r e r o g a t iv e  o f t h e  
b is h o p  o f  R o m e .  T h i s  s a g a c io u s  a n d  w i l y  p o n t i f f  p e r c e iv e d  t h e  g r o w 
i n g  im p o r t a n c e  o f  B r i t a in ,  a n d  w a s  u n w i l l i n g  t o  d e l a y  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  
o f  e s t a b l i s h in g  w i t h in  i t  h is  t e m p o r a l  a u t h o r i t y ,  b y  p r o c la im in g  a n d  
a r g u in g  h is  d iv in e  r ig h t  o f  s u p r e m a c y  o v e r  t h e  C h r is t ia n  w o r l d .  A t  a l l  
t im e s  t h e  f ir s t  s t e p  in  t h i s  s c h e m e  o f  a m b i t io n  w a s ,  t o  e f f e c t  t h e  r e c o g 
n i t i o n  o f  t h e  s u p r e m e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  t h e  s e e  o f  R o m e  i n  e c c le s ia s t i c a l  
g o v e r n m e n t .  B u t ,  s t a r t le d  a t  t h i s  n e w  a n d  p r e s u m p t u o u s  d o c t r in e ,  t h e

* Mr. Ledwich, in his “ Antiquities of Ireland” p. 78, says, that bishop Lawrence, in Bede, mentions, 
that he and Austin were sent by Gregory, as if the gospel had never been heard before in Britain.

f  The standard of Hunguar and Hubba was a raven. '



B r it i s h  p r e la t e s  d e p u t e d  t o  c o n f e r  w i t h  t h e  m o n k s ,  w a r m ly  r e m o n 
s tr a te d , a n d  o p p o s e d  w i t h  f ir m n e s s ,  s u c h  a r r o g a n t  p r e t e n s io n s .  F a i l i n g  
in  a r g u m e n t ,  t h e  a r c h m is s io n a r y  p a id  c o u r t  t o  t h e  S a x o n  k i n g ,  E t h e l -  
b e r t ,  w h o  a c c e p t e d  b a p t i s m  a n d  b e c a m e  a  p io u s  c a t h o l i c ,  w a l k i n g  d a i ly  
a r m  i n  a r m  w it h  h is  s p o u s e  B e r t h a ,  t o  t h e  c h u r c h  o f  S t .  M a r t in ,  t o  
l i s t e n  t o  t h e  serm o n s"  o f  S t .  A u g u s t i n e  o n  t h e  t e n e t s  o f  t h e  R o m a n  
c h u r c h .  T h e  B r i t o n s ,  o b n o x io u s  o n  m o r e  a c c o u n t s  t h a n  o n e ,  w e r e  
g r a d u a l ly  p u t  t o  t h e  s w o r d ,  u n t i l  t h e ir  c i v i l  a n d  r e l ig io u s  l i b e r t y  w a s  
f in a l ly  e x t i n g u i s h e d .*

I t  i s  e v i d e n t ,  t h e n ,  t h a t  t h e s e  w e r e  n o t  t h e  f ir s t  C h r is t ia n s  w h o  c a m e  
t o  B r i t a in ,  a n d  t h a t  A u g u s t i n e  w a s  t h e  a p o s t le ,  n o t  o f  t h e  B r i t i s h  b u t  
o f  t h e  S a x o n  n a t io n ,  w h o s e  c o n v e r s io n  m a y  v e r y  p r o p e r ly  b e  d a t e d  f r o m  
t h i s  e v e n t .

I n  a  f o r m e r  p a r t  o f  t h i s  p a p e r ,  i t  w a s  s t a t e d ,  u p o n  a u t h o r i t y ,  t h a t  t h i s  
i s la n d  w a s  p a r t i t i o n e d  i n t o  d i o c e s e s  s o  e a r ly  a s  t h e  y e a r  3 1 4 ,  o r  e i g h t  
y e a r s  a f t e r  t h e  a c c e s s io n  o f  C o n s t a n t in e  t h e  G r e a t ,  w h e n  C h r is t ia n ity  
w a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  b y  l a w  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  R o m a n  e m p ir e .  I t s  i n t r o d u c 
t i o n  i n t o  B r i t a in  m u s t ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  d a t e  h i g h e r  t h a n  t h i s  p e r io d .

B e d e  s a y s  ( H i s t .  E c c le s .  l ib .  i .  c h .  4 . J ,  t h a t  t h e  B r i t i s h  k i n g ,  L u c i u s ,  
W as b a p t i z e d  a b o u t  a .  d .  1 6 4 .

U s h e r  a g r e e s  t o  t h i s /  w h i l e  o t h e r s  r e j e c t  t h i s  p a s s a g e  o f  t h e  S a x o n  
h is t o r ia n  a s  s p u r io u s ,  u p o n  t h e  f l im s y  p r e t e x t ,  t h a t  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  
c h u r c h  in  t im e s  i m m e d i a t e l y  s u c c e e d i n g ,  i s  v e r y  o b s c u r e .

I n  e s c a p in g  fr o jn  t h is  h a r d  p a s s a g e ,  R a p in ,  in  h is  H i s t o r y  o f  E n g 
l a n d ^  r e m a r k s ,  t h a t  f r o m  t h e  s u p p o s e d  c o n v e r s io n  o f  L u c i u s ,  t o  t h e  
D i o c l e s i a n  p e r s e c u t io n ,  o r , d u r in g  e i g h t y  y e a r s ,  t h e  e c c le s ia s t i c a l  h i s t o r y  
o f  B r i t a in  i s  e n t i r e l y  u n k n o w n ,  a l t h o u g h ,  in  t h a t  p e r s e c u t io n ,  i t  f u r n is h e d  
m a n y  m a r ty r s .  M r .  B e n t h a m  a ls o ,  in  t h e  i n t r o d u c t io n  t o  h is  H i s t o r y

* Bede, lib. ii. ch. 2, reports, that Augustine threatened the British clergy with extermination^ by 
the Saxon sword, For their resolution of non-conformity. Mr. Ledwich cites, in the above mentioned 
work, p. 94, authorities for the fact, that Ethelbert, at the instigation of the same monk, put to death 
the seven bishops who first resisted his claims. And Spotswood, in his History of ike Church of 
Scotland, fol. p. 12. ascribes to his religious enmity the slaughter ofthe twelve hundred monkk of 
Bangor.
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o f  E l y  C a th e d r a l ,*  o b s e r v e s ,  a s  i t  w e r e  b y  t h e  w a y ,  t h a t  “ l i t t l e  i s  f o u n d  
i n  h i s t o r y  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  s t a t e  o f  t h e  B r i t i s h  c h u r c h ,  in  t h e  t i m e s  i m 
m e d i a t e l y  s u c c e e d i n g ,  p o s s ib ly  t h e  r e c o r d s  o f  t h o s e  t im e s  m i g h t  b e  d e 
s t r o y e d  i n  t h e  D i o c l e s i a n  p e r s e c u t i o n ; fo r  n o t h i n g  m a t e r ia l  o c c u r s  
c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  C h r is t ia n s  in  B r i t a in ,  t i l l  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h e  f o u r t h  
c e n t u r y ,  t h e  la s t  y e a r  o f  t h a t  e m p e r o r ’s r e ig n ,  w h e n  w e  f in d  t h e y  h a d  
t h e ir  s h a r e  in  i t . ”  T h e i r  s h a r e  s e e m s  t o  h a v e  b e e n  c o n s id e r a b le ,  s i n c e  
a  t h o u s a n d  s u f fe r e d  m a r t y r d o m , in  L i t c h f i e ld  a lo n e .  S o  m u c h ,  s a y s  
S p e e d , t  d id  t h i s  t o w n  t h e n  s u ffe r , t h a t  i t  s t i l l  b e a r s  fo r  i t s  a r m s , a  f ie ld ,  
c h a r g e d  w i t h  m a n y  m a r ty r s .

F r o m  t h i s  s a d  a c c o u n t ,  w e  l e a r n ,  t h a t  C h r is t ia n ity  h a d  m a d e  c o n 
s id e r a b le  p r o g r e s s ,  in  B r i t a in ,  b e f o r e  t h e  t im e  o f  C o n s t a n t in e  t h e  G r e a t ,  
a s  t h i s  p e r s e c u t io n  c o m m e n c e d  t e n  y e a r s  b e f o r e  D i o c l e s i a n  r e s ig n e d .  
F o r  t h e  g r o w t h  a n d  e x t e n s i o n  o f  C h r is t ia n ity , in  t h is  d a r k  p e r io d ,  w e  
p e r c e i v e  a n  a d e q u a t e  c a u s e  in  t h e  l o n g  p e a c e  o f  a  h u n d r e d  y e a r s  e n j o y e d  
b y  t h e  c h u r c h ,  f r o m  t h e  p e r s e c u t io n  o f  D o m it ia n ,  in  t h e  y e a r  92, t o  t h e  
e d i c t  o f  S e v e r u s ,  in  t h e  y e a r  2 0 4  ; n e i t h e r  T r a j a n ,  H a d r ia n ,  A n t o n i n u s  
P i u s ,  V e r u s ,  n o r  M .  A u r e l iu s ,  h a v in g  p u b l i c l y  n o t i c e d  t h e  C h r is t ia n s ,  
o r  m a d e  t h e ir  r e l ig io n  a  m a t t e r  e i t h e r  o f  c o n s c i e n c e  o r  s t a t e  p o l i c y .  I n  
m a n y  p la c e s ,  i t  i s  t r u e ,  t h e y  s o m e t im e s  su ffe r e d , d u r in g  t h i s  p e r io d ,  f r o m  
c i v i l  c o m m o t io n s ,  t h e  v i o l e n c e  o f  p r o v in c ia l  g o v e r n o r s ,  a n d  e v e n  f r o m  
t h e ir  o w n  im p r u d e n c e  ; b u t ,  t h r o u g h o u t ,  t h e r e  w a s  n o  e d i c t  f o r  p e r s e 
c u t i o n ,  a n d , u p o n  t h e  w h o le ,  i t  w a s  a  p e r io d  o f  c o m p a r a t iv e  r e s t  t o  t h e  
c h u r c h ,  in  w h ic h  m u c h  s e e d  w a s  b r o u g h t  t o  m a t u r i t y .

F r o m  t h is  w e  a r e  b e t t e r  p r e p a r e d  t o  r e c e iv e  t h e  t e s t im o n y  o f  F o r d u n  
( S c o t ic h r o n ,  l ib .  i i i . )  a n d  o f  H e c t o r  B o e t h iu s  ( l ib .  v i .  p .  8 9 ) , t  w h o  r e p o r t  
t h e  in t r o d u c t io n  o f  C h r is t ia n ity  i n t o  S c o t la n d  in  t h e  r e ig n  o f  S e v e r u s ,  
u p o n  a n  a p p l ic a t io n  o f  K i n g  D o n a l d  t o  P o p e  V i c t o r ,  f o r  m is s io n a r ie s  t o .  

. p r e a c h  t h e  g o s p e l  t o  h is  s u b j e c t s  ; n o r ,  a g a in s t  s u c h  a u t h o r i t y ,  d o  I  t h in k  
i t  r e a s o n a b le  t o  t r e a t  t h i s  p a r t ic u la r  o f  S c o t t i s h  h i s t o r y  a s  a  f a b le ,  m e r e ly  
b e c a u s e  B e d e ,  S t .  J e r o m e ,  a n d  M a r ia n u s  S c o t u s  a r e  s i l e n t  o n  t h e  s u b j e c t ,  
u n le s s  t h e i r  t e s t im o n y  b e  e s s e n t ia l ly  n e c e s s a r y  t o  t h e  w h o le  h i s t o r y  o f

*  Page 3. f  Page 255.
-t Quoted by Stillingfleet, Origines Britannica?, ch. ii. p. 52.



t h e  S c o t t i s h  c h u r c h  a n t e r io r  t o  t h e  t im e s  in  w h ic h  t h e y  r e s p e c t i v e l y  f lo u r 
i s h e d .  M a r ia n u s ,  h o w e v e r ,  h a p p e n s  t o  m e n t io n  t h e  m is s io n  o f  P a l la d iu s ,  
t h e  f ir s t  b is h o p  o f  S c o t la n d ,  w h o ,  a c c o r d in g  t o  t h e  U l s t e r  A n n a ls ,  a r r iv e d  
t h e r e  in  t h e  y e a r  4 3 1 ,  o r  t w o  c e n t u r ie s  a f t e r  t h e  r e ig n  o f  D o n a l d ; t h e r e 
f o r e  C a r d in a l  B a r o n iu s *  c h o s e ,  f o r  t h e  h o n o u r  o f  h i s  c h u r c h  n o  d o u b t ,  
t o  la u g h  a t  F o r d u n  a n d  B o e t h i u s ,  a n d  p r o n o u n c e  P a l la d iu s  t h e  f ir s t  w h o  
p r o m u lg a t e d  C h r is t ia n ity  in  N o r t h  B r i t a in .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  h o w e v e r ,  
f o r  t h is  d ig n i t a r y  a n d  h is  f o l lo w e r s ,  i t  i s  a n  in d i s p u t a b le  f a c t ,  t h a t  m a n y  
c h r is t ia n s  r e t ir e d  f r o m  E n g l a n d ,  d u r in g  t h e  D i o c l e s i a n  p e r s e c u t io n ,  i n t o  
S c o t la n d ,  w h e r e  t h e y  w o u ld  n o t  f a i l  t o  m a k e  k n o w n  t h e  f a i t h  t h e y  so* 
h i g h l y  v a lu e d ,  a n d  w h e r e ,  i t  i s  c e r t a in ,  t h e y  d id  e s t a b l i s h  a  s y s t e m  o f  
c h u r c h  g o v e r n m e n t  s im ila r  t o  t h a t  w h ic h  p r e v a i le d  in  S o u t h  B r i t a in ,  a n  
a m p le  d e t a i l  o f  w h ic h  m a y  b e  s e e n  in  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  C u ld e e s ,  m e m 
b e r s  o f  t h e  p r im i t iv e  c h u r c h  o f  S c o t la n d .

S in c e ,  t h e n ,  t h e r e  i s  n o  p o s i t i v e  p r o o f  t o  o p p o s e  t o  t h e  s t a t e m e n t  o f  
F o r d u n  a n d  B o e t h i u s ,  t h e i r  d e c la r a t io n  m u s t  h o ld  g o o d  a g a in s t  a  n e g a 
t i v e  a r g u m e n t ,  m o r e  e s p e c i a l l y  a s  t h e y  a r e  a u t h o r s  o f  r e s p e c t a b i l i t y ,  
p a r t ic u la r ly  t h e  la t t e r ,  w h o  w a s  p r in c ip a l  o f  t h e  c o l l e g e  o f  A b e r d e e n  i n  
t h e  r e ig n  o f  J a n ie s  V . ,  a n d  o f  w h o s e  l e a r n in g  a n d  i n t e g r i t y  b o t h  B u 
c h a n a n  a n d  E r a s m u s  s p e a k  in  t h e  h i g h e s t  t e r m s ,  n o t w i t h s t a n d in g  t h e  
a s p e r s io n s  o f  s o m e  E n g l i s h  w r it e r s .  T h e  fa ir  in f e r e n c e ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  f r o m  
t h e  f a c t  r e la t e d  b y  t h e  a b o v e  h is t o r ia n s ,  a n d  w h ic h  t h e y  p r o f e s s  t o  h a v e  
c o l l e c t e d  f r o m  a n c i e n t  a n n a ls ,  i s ,  t h a t  i f  D o n a l d  s o l i c i t e d  a s s i s t a n c e  f r o m  
t h e  b is h o p  o f  R o m e  fo r  t h e  p r o p a g a t io n  o f  C h r is t ia n ity  in  h is  d o m in io n s  
in  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h e  t h ir d  c e n t u r y ,  h e  m u s t  p r e v io u s ly  h a v e  h e a r d  o f  
i t ,  h a v e  l i s t e n e d  t o  i t s  p r e a c h e r s ,  a n d  b e e n  c o n v i n c e d  o f  t h e  t r u t h  o f  i t s  
d o c t r in e ,  a n d , t h e r e f o r e ,  t h a t  i t  m u s t  h a v e  r e a c h e d  S c o t la n d  in  t h e  2d  
c e n t u r y ,  a n d  i f  s o ,  t h a t  i t  \v a s  o r ig in a l ly  in t r o d u c e d  b y  t h e  R o m a n  s o l 
d ie r s ,  w h o  w e r e  t h e  o n l y  f o r e ig n e r s  k n o w n  t o  t h e  S c o t s  f o r  t h e  f ir s t  f iv e  
c e n t u r ie s  a f t e r  t h e  C h r istia n  aera.

T h i s ,  h o w e v e r ,  im p l ie s  a  v e r y  e a r ly  p l a n t i n g  o f  C h r is t ia n ity  in  S o u t h  
B r it a in ,  f r o m  w h e n c e  t h e  R o m a n  g a r r is o n s  in  S c o t la n d  w e r e  a lw a y s  
f u r n i s h e d  w i t h  t r o o p s .  1



T h a t  i t  w a s  k n o w n  h e r e  in ,  o r  n e a r ,  t h e  t im e s  o f  t h e  a p o s t le s ,  U s h e r ,  
•S to w e , S p e e d ,  a n d  S t i l l i n g f l e e t  h a v e  s h o w n  fr o m  s e v e r a l  a u t h o r i t i e s .—  
T h e  la t t e r ,  i n  p a r t ic u la r ,  q u o t e s  E u s e b iu s  a n d  T h e o d o r e t  t o  t h i s  e f f e c t ,*  
a n d  s t a t e s ,  u p o n  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  G i ld a s ,  t h e  f a t h e r  o f  B r i t i s h  h i s t o r y ,  
w h o  f lo u r is h e d  n e a r ly  t w o  c e n t u r ie s  b e f o r e  t h e  S a x o n  h is t o r ia n ,  B e d e ,  
t h a t  t h i s  e v e n t  h a p p e n e d  a f t e r  t h e  t r iu m p h  o f  C la u d iu s  C aesar o v e r  t h e  
B r i t o n s ,  a n d  b e f o r e  t h e  m id d le  o f  N e r o ’s  r e ig n ,  i .  e .  b e t w e e n  a . d .  44 a n d  
61 , d u r in g  w h ic h  B r i t a in  w a s  r e d u c e d  t o  a  R o m a n  p r o v in c e ,  a n d  a  c o m 
m u n ic a t io n  o p e n e d  b e t w e e n  t h e  t w o  c o u n t r ie s .  N o w ,  a s  G i ld a s  a c k n o w 

l e d g e s  t h a t ,  f r o m  t h e  s c a r c i t y  o f  d o m e s t i c  m o n u m e n t s ,  h e  w a s  c o m p e l l e d  
t o  h a v e  r e c o u r s e  t o  f o r e ig n  w r it e r s  f o r  in f o r m a t io n  o n  t h i s  s u b j e c t ,  t h e  
f a c t  o f  t h i s  e a r ly  in t r o d u c t i o n  r e s t s ,  f o r t u n a t e ly ,  u p o n  t h e  t e s t i m o n y  o f  
u n p r e j u d ic e d  a n d  im p a r t ia l  m e n ,  a n d  t h e r e f o r e  t h e  m o r e  e n t i t l e d  t o  c r e d i t .  
R e j e c t i n g  t h e n ,  t h e  l e g e n d a r y  t a l e s  o f  t h e  p r e a c h in g  o f  J o s e p h  o f  A  r i m  a -  

t h e a ,  o f  S im o n  Z e lo t e s ,  a n d  o f  S t .  P a u l ,  in  B r i t a in ,  y e t  w h e n c e  a r is e s  t h i s  
u n a n im i t y  o f  o p in io n  a m o n g  t h e  a n c i e n t  h is t o r ia n s  o f  E n g l a n d  a n d  
S c o t la n d ,  a n d  s o m e  o f  t h e  a n c i e n t  f a t h e r s  o f  t h e  c h u r c h ,  a s  t o  t h e  g e n e 
r a l  f a c t ,  u n le s s  f r o m  a  c o n c u r r e n c e  o f  m o r e  r e m o t e  h i s t o r y  a n d  t r a d i 
t i o n  ; a  b a s is  p e r h a p s  a s  s o l id  a s  a n y  u p o n  w h ic h  w e  b u i l d  o u r  b e l i e f  o f  
t h e  g e n e r a l  s u b j e c t s  o f  a n c i e n t  h i s t o r y .  I t  w o u l d  t h u s  s e e m  t h a t  t h e  
i n t r o d u c t io n  o f  C h r is t ia n ity  i n t o  B r i t a in  i s  t o  b e  r e fe r r e d  t o  R o m a n  e m i 
g r a n t s  w h o  f l e d  f r o m  t h e  p e r s e c u t i o n  o f  N e r o ,  a n d  i t s  p r e v a l e n c e  d u r i n g  
t h e  f ir s t  c e n t u r ie s ,  t o  i t s  a d o p t io n  a n d  p r o p a g a t io n  b y  t h e  R o m a n  c o l o 
n i s t s  a n d  s o ld ie r s ,  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  w h o le  l i n e  o f  t h e ir  C o n q u e s ts  n o r t h 
w a r d  in  t h e  i s la n d .  S o m e  h a v e  w a s t e d  m u c h  t im e  in  a t t e m p t in g  t o  d e 
t e r m in e  t h e  y e a r  a n d  t h e  i n d iv id u a l  w h o  f ir s t  c o n v e y e d  i t  h i t h e r ; b u t  i t  
i s  h o p e le s s  t o  g l e a n  s u c h  p a r t ic u la r s  f r o m  t h e  s c a n t y  r e c o r d s  w h i c h  h a v e  
s u r v iv e d  t h e  s e v e r a l  p e r s e c u t io n s  o f  a n c i e n t  B r i t i s h  l i t e r a t u r e .  T h e  
e d i c t ,  o f  D i o c l e s i a n  w a s  a s  h o s t i l e  t o  t h e  w o r k s  a s  t o  t h e  r e l ig io n  o f t h e  
C h r is t ia n s ,  a n d  m a n y  r e c o r d s  o f  t h o s e  e a r ly  t im e s  w e r e  b u r ie d  in  t h e  
r u in s  o f  t h e  B r i t i s h  c h u r c h e s ;  E t h e l f r i d  b u r n t  t h e  l ib r a r y  o f  t h e  m o 
n a s t e r y  o f  B a n g o r  in  w h i c h  t h e r e  m u s t  h a v e  b e e n  s o m e  in t e r e s t i n g  
m e m o r ia ls  o f  t h e  t r a n s a c t io n s  o f  t h e  a n c i e n t  B r i t o n s ;  a n d  E d w a r d  I .



d e s t r o y e d  t h e  m o n u m e n t s  o f  t h e  S c o t t i s h  n a t io n .*  F r o m  t h e  t im e  o f  
B e d e  t o  t h e  c o n q u e s t ,  a  s p a c e  o f  t h r e e  h u n d r e d  a n d  t h i r t y  y e a r s ,  t h e r e  
w a s  n o t  a n  . h is t o r ia n  in  t h e  k in g d o m  ; a n d  m u c h  o f  w h a t  h a d  b e e n  
g a t h e r e d  b y  t h e  c l e r g y  in  t h e  m id d le  a g e s ,  p e r i s h e d ,  a t  t h e  d i s s o lu t io n  
o f  r e l ig io u s  h o u s e s  in  t h e  s i x t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  s o  t h a t  i t  i s  n o w  v a in  t o  
h o p e  t o  o b t a in  a  k n o w l e d g e  o f  t h e  p r e c i s e  t im e  o r  m o d e  o f  i t s  in t r o d u c 
t io n .  W h a t  o f  t h i s  s o r t  h a s  b e e n  r a k e d  u p  a n d  e x h i b i t e d  b y  s o m e  
m o d e r n  a u t h o r s  h a s  b e e n  d is p r o v e d  a s  m o n k is h  f a b le s  u n w o r t h y  o f  a t t e n 
t io n  o r  r e m a r k ,  a n d  t h e  u n im p o r t a n c e  o f  t h e  q u e s t io n  i t s e l f  i s  l i k e l y  t o  
s k r e e n  i t  f r o m  f u r t h e r  d i s c u s s io n ,  a t  l e a s t  in  t h e  p r e s e n t  d a y .  A s s u m i n g ,  
t h e r e f o r e ,  in  t h e  m e a n  t im e ,  t h e  r e ig n  o f  N e r o  a s  t h e  aera o f  t h e  in t r o 
d u c t io n  o f  C h r is t ia n ity  i n t o  B r i t a in ,  w e  s h a l l  h a v e ,  f r o m  t h e n c e  t o  t h e  
r e ig n  o f  A n t o n i n u s  P iu s ,  a  s p a c e  o f  e i g h t y - e i g h t  y e a r s ,  in  w h ic h  i t  w a s  
m a k in g  p r o g r e s s  a m o n g  a l l  c la s s e s  o f  R o m a n  s u b j e c t s ,  a n d ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  a  
h ig h  d e g r e e  o f  p r o b a b i l i t y  t h a t  i t  o b t a in e d  in  t h e  a r m y  o f  L o l l i u s  U r b ic u s ,  
h is  l i e u t e n a n t .  T h e n c e f o r w a r d  i t  s e e m s  t o  h a v e  s p r e a d ,  w i t h  m o r e  o r  
l e s s  in t e r r u p t io n  a m o n g  b o t h  t h e  R o m a n i z e d  B r i t o n s  a n d  n a t iv e s ,  u n t i l ,

* Spotswood thus enumerates the more prominent consequences of the invasion of the English 
monarch:—w He carried the principal nobility captive; abolished the ancient laws; imposed the 
English ecclesiastical rites; destroyed the ancient monuments, both Roman and native; burned the, 
public registers, and the famous library of Restennotlr; and carried off the marble chair, the palladium 
of the national independence.”—History o f  the Church o f  Scotland, p .  50. From the perverse zeal of 
the Romish clergy, too, before the establishment of the Saxon schools, it appears that the. early history 
of Britain suffered as severe a loss as from the barbarous fury of heathen and Christian tyrants. On 
this subject I quote the following passage from Ledwich’s Antiquities o f  Ireland, page  353;—

“ c From the time of St. Augustine,* says Rous, (H is t . R eg . Ang. p. 68, 72—3) ,  ‘ the Bishops of 
Rome interdicted schools and teaching in England, on account of the heresies constantly springing up 
there, and this continued to the time of Alfred.’ Gregory I. discouraged profane the more to advance 
sacred learning, and with this intent burnt the Palatine library and works of Livy. Gregory followed 
Arnobius, whose work against gentile superstition clearly inculcated the corruption of Christianity by 
heathen writers. The learned Bruker, in his Critical History o f  Philosophy, against Bayle and Barbay- 
«rac, shows Gregory’s conduct to be highly probable, if not certain. These facts are recorded by 
zealous Romanists, Hence the liberal and ingenious were necessarily driven to Ireland to acquire the 
rudiments of knowledge, as papal injunctions had no force there. And hence the superiority of the 
British and Irish clergy in all their disputes with their antagonists about baptism/Easter, &c.; a supe- 
riority which so severely galled the Romish party that Theodore, archbishop of Canterbury, even against 
the spirit of his religion and the order of his superiors, was forced to set up schools and promote the 
study of letters.”



u n d e r  C o n s t a n t in e ,  i t  b e c a m e  t h e  e s t a b l i s h e d  r e l i g i o n  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y .— > 
T h u s ,  i t  a p p e a r s ,  t h a t  t h e  f ig u r e  o f  t h e  c r o s s  c a n n o t  b e  c o n s id e r e d  a n  
o b j e c t io n  t o  t h e  R o m a n  o r ig in  o f  t h e s e  o b e l i s k s ,  i f  t h e  o b j e c t io n  b e  
g r o u n d e d  s o l e l y  o n  t h e  s u p p o s i t io n  t h a t  t h e  R o m a n  s o ld ie r s  w e r e  e x c l u 
s i v e l y  h e a t h e n s  w h e n  t h e  R o m a n  a r m ie s  w e r e  in  S c o t la n d .*

B u t ,  f u r t h e r ,  t h i s  a p p a r e n t  i n c o n g r u i t y  i s  e x p la in e d  b y  t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  
s o m e  o f  t h e  e a r l ie s t  p r o fe s s o r s  o f  C h r is t ia n ity , e s p e c ia l ly  t h o s e  k n o w n  
u n d e r  t h e  g e n e r i c  t e r m  o f  G n o s t i c s ,  a  c la s s  o f  h e r e t i c s ,  w h o  p r o f a n e ly  
m i x e d  t h e  d o c t r in e s  o f  t h e  g o s p e l  w i t h  t h e  t e n e t s  o f  t h e  o r ie n t a l  p h i l o 
s o p h y  a n d  r e l ig io n .  T h i s  p s e u d o - c h r i s t ia n i t y  w a s  c o n s p ic u o u s  in  t h e  
s c h o o ls  o f  A l e x a n d r ia  a n d  G r e e c e ,  w h e r e  t h e  t r u e  r e l ig io n  s e e m s ,  f o r  
t h e  m o s t  p a r t ,  t o  h a v e  b e e n  r e c e i v e d  f r o m  m o t iv e s  w h i c h  w o u ld  h a v e  
a d m it t e d ,  w i t h  e q u a l  r e a d in e s s ,  a n y  n e w  p a g a n ,  s u p e r s t i t io n ,  a n d  w h e r e  
i t s  p u r e  d o c t r in e s  w e r e  s u b m i t t e d  t o  t h e  t e s t  o f  p h i lo s o p h ic a l  c e n c e i t s ; 
t h e  l e a d e r s  o f  t h i s  s e c t  b e i n g  t h e o r e t i c a l ,  n o t  p r a c t ic a l ,  C h r is t ia n s , a d o p t 
i n g  m a n y  o f  t h e  r i t e s  a n d  d o c t r in e s  o f  C h r is t ia n ity  w i t h o u t  s u r r e n d e r in g  
t h o s e  o f  t h e  h e a t h e n  w o r s h ip .  T h e  G n o s t i c s  a r o s e  m o s t ly  in  t h e  s e c o n d  
c o n t u r y ; t h e ir  s u c c e s s  w a s  r a p id  a n d  e x t e n s i v e  ; t h e y  c o v e r e d  A s i a  a n d  
E g y p t ,  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e m s e lv e s  in  R o m e ,  a n d  s p r e a d  o v e r  F r a n c e  a n d  
S p a in .  A t  t h is  p e r io d  t h e y  w e r e  t h e  m o s t  w e a l t h y  a n d  d i s t in g u i s h e d  o f  
t h e  C h r is t ia n  n a m e  ; b u t ,  a f t e r  a n  e x i s t e n c e  o f  a b o u t  t w o  c e n t u r ie s ,  t h e y  
w e r e  s u p p r e s s e d  b y  t h e  s u p e r io r  a s c e n d a n t  o f  t h e  r e i g n i n g  p o w e r . t

T h e y  s p r u n g  f r o m  t h e  s e c t  o f  t h e  n e w  P la t o n i s t s ,  w h o ,  n e g l e c t i n g  t h e  
w h o le  c o m p a s s  o f  m o r a l ,  n a tu r a l ,  a n d  m a t h e m a t ic a l  s c i e n c e ,  a t t e m p t e d  
t o  e x p la in  t h e  s e c r e t s  o f  t h e  in v i s ib l e  w o r ld ,  im a g in e d  t h a t  t h e y  p o s 
s e s s e d  t h e  p o w e r  o f  d i s e n g a g i n g  t h e  s o u l  f r o m  t h e  b o d y ,  c la im e d  a  f a 
m il ia r  in t e r c o u r s e  w i t h  s p ir i t s  a n d  d a e m o n s ; a n d , b y  a  v e r y  s in g u la r  
r e v o lu t io n ,  c o n v e r t e d  t h e  s t u d y  o f  p h i lo s o p h y  in t o  t h a t  o f  m a g i c . t  
A m o n g  t h e  G n o s t i c s ,  t h e  B a s i l id ia n s  a r e  s t ig m a t i z e d  b y  t h e  e a r ly  f a t h e r s  
a s  p r e - e m in e n t  fo r  t h e  b la s p h e m o u s  w o r s h ip  o f  C h r is t  a n d  id o ls ,  a n d

* Tertullian assures us, that in the time of Septimius Severus the Christians “ filled the armies, 
senate, and cities of the empire.,, Many of Alexander Severus’ household officers, too, professed the 
true faith; and in the time of Maximian, the Theban legion was entirely composed of Christians.—  
From the death of Antoninus to the accession of Sep. Severus, there was a space of only 33 years.

f  Gibbon, vol. ii. p. 286. J Gibbon, vol. ii. p. Ifi5.



s o m e  o f  t h e ir  t a l i s m a n s  a r e  c u r io u s ly  i l lu s t r a t iv e  o f  t h e  j u s t n e s s  o f  t h e  
c h a r g e .  O n  s o m e  o ld  s e a ls ,  H a r p o c r a t e s  a n d  S e r a p is  a r e  r e p r e s e n t e d  
o n  o n e  s id e ,  w i t h  t h e  i n v o c a t io n ,  C o n s e r v a te  m e ,  o n  t h e  r e v e r s e .  O t h e r s  
h a v e  a  l i o n ’s h e a d ,  n e a r  w h i c h  a r e  t h e  f ig u r e s  o f  t h e  s u n  a n d  m o o n ,  
a n d  s e v e r a l  b ir d s ,  w h o  w e r e  s u p p o s e d  t o  b e  t h e  a n g e ls  w h o  p r e s id e d  o v e r  
t h e s e  lu m in a r ie s  a n d  t h e  p la n e t 's .  T h e  s a m e  d e i t y  i s  s e e n ,  a ls o ,  s e a t e d  
o n  a n  a s s , w i t h  t h e  t i t l e ,  s t r o n g  a n d  in v in c ib le ,  w h ic h  t h e y  a p p l ie d  t o  
J e h o v a .  U p o n  t h is  s u b j e c t ,  M o n t f a u c o n  s p e a k s  p la in ly .*  “ I t i s  c e r 
t a i n ,”  h e  o b s e r v e s ,  “  t h a t  t h e  p s e u d o - c h r i s t ia n s  w o r s h ip p e d  t h e  s u n ,  
u n d e r  t h e  t w o  n a m e s  o f  A b r a x a s  a n d  M ith r a s ,  a n d  t h a t  t h e y  b e l i e v e d  
J e s u s  t o  b e  t h e  s a m e  w it h  t h e  p h y s ic a l  s u n .  T h e  le t t e r s ,  c o m p o s in g  
t h e  w o r d ,  A b r a x a s ,  a c c o r d in g  t o  t h e  s u p p u t a t io n  o f  t h e  G r e e k s ,  m a k e  
t h e  n u m b e r  3 6 5 .  T h e y  a r e  p la c e d  a s  f o l lo w s ,  a b r a x a s ,  a n d  r e c k o n '  
s e v e r a l ly ,  1 , § ,  100, 1 , 60, 1 , § 00. T h e  w o r d ,  m i t h r a s ,  c o n t a in s  o n ly  
360, b u t  i f  r e a d ,  m e i t h r a s ,  3 6 5 . ”  T o  t h e  s a m e  p u r p o s e  h e  a ls o  q u o t e s  
H a d r ia n ’s  l e t t e r  t o  S e r v ia n u s  t h e  c o n s u l ,  in  w h ic h  i s  t h i s  r e m a r k a b le  
e x p r e s s io n ,— “  T h e  w o r s h ip p e r s  o f  S e r a p is  a r e  C h r is t ia n s , a n d  s o m e  o f  
t h e  s e c t a r ie s  o f  t h a t  d e i t y ,  c a l l  t h e m s e lv e s  b i s h o p s  o f  J e s u s  C h r is t .”  
B u t  t h e  s im u l t a n e o u s  w o r s h ip  o f  C h r is t  a n d  id o ls ,  a n d  t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  

’ m a g ic a l  r i t e s ,  w e r e  n o t  c o n f in e d  t o  t h e  p o l i t e  p h i lo s o p h e r s  o f  t h e  e a s t ,  t h e y  
w e r e  a l ik e  c o m m o n  t o  a l l  b a r b a r ia n  c o n v e r t s .  P r o c o p i u s t  c o m p la in s ,  
t h a t  t h e  F r a n k s ,  a f t e r  t h e ir  c o n v e r s io n ,  c o n t i n u e d  t o  o b s e r v e  m a n y  r i t e s  
o f  t h e ir  fo r m e r  s u p e r s t i t io n .  B e d e t  m e n t io n s ,  t h a t  s o m e  o f  t h e  S a x o n s  
h a d ,  a f t e r  t h e  m a n n e r  o f  t h e  S a m a r ita n s  o f  o ld ,  in  t h e  s a m e  t e m p le ,  a n  
a lta r  d e d ic a t e d  t o  C h r is t ,  a n d  a n o t h e r  t o  id o ls .  F r o m  B u c h a n a n ,  w e  
l e a r n ,  t h a t  t h e  s a m e  w a s  t h e  c a s e  in  S c o t la n d  ; a n d  f r o m  S t .  A u d e o n ’s  
L i f e  o f  S t .  JE loi, b is h o p  o f  N o y o n , §  w e  b e c o m e  a c q u a in t e d  w i t h  t h e  f a c t ,  
t h a t ,  e v e n  so  la t e  a s  t h e  s e v e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  t h e  a n c i e n t  h e a t h e n  d e i t i e s  
w e r e  c o m m o n ly  w o r s h ip p e d  in  F r a n q e .

A m o n g  s o m e ,  e v e n  o f  t h e  J e w is h  p r o s e ly t e s ,  t h e r e  p r e v a i le d ,  in  t h e  
f ir s t  c e n t u r y ,  a  c o m m u n i t y  o f  w o r s h ip .  T h e  f ir s t  f i f t e e n  b is h o p s  o f  
J e r u s a le m  w e r e  a l l  c i r c u m c is e d  j e w s  ; a n d  t h e  c o n g r e g a t io n  o v e r  w h ic h

* Humphrey’s Translation, vol. ii. part ii. f. Gothic, lib. ii. ch. 25.
J Hist. Eccles. lib. ii. ch. 15. § -Cited by Mr. Ledwich, Antiq. of Ireland.



t h e y  p r e s id e d ,  u n i t e d  t h e  la w  o f  M o s e s  w i t h  t h e  d o c t r in e  o f  C h r is t .  
A r e  w e  t o  w o n d e r ,  t h e n ,  t h a t  t h e  R o m a n  s o ld ie r s ,  w h o  w e r e  e v e r y  d a y  
w it n e s s e s  o f  s u c h  a  p r a c t i c e ,  n o t  a m o n g  t h e  r u d e  a n d  u n l e t t e r e d  p r o 
v in c ia l s  o n ly ,  b u t  e v e n  i n  t h e  v e r y  c e n t r e  o f  p h i lo s o p h ic a l  r e f in e m e n t  
a n d  o f  C h r is t ia n ity ,  in  t h e  S y r ia n  c i t i e s  o f  D a m a s c u s ,  B e r e a ,  a n d  A n 
t i o c h ,  a n d  in  t h o s e  o f  A s i a ,  m e n t i o n e d  b y  S t .  J o h n  a s  t h e  p r im i t iv e  
s e a t s  o f  t h e  f a i t h ,  s h o u ld  f o l l o w  a n  e x a m p le ,  u n f o r t u n a t e ly ,  s o  g e n e r a l  
a n d  s o  h i g h l y  r e c o m m e n d e d  ? T h a t  t h e y  d id  s o ,  t h e r e  i s  p o s i t iv e  e v i 
d e n c e  in  t h e  i n s t a n c e  o f  A l e x a n d e r  S e v e r u s ,  w h o  p l a c e d  in  h is  d o m e s t ic  
c h a p e l ,  t h e  s t a t u e s  o f  A b r a h a m , o f  O r p h e u s ,  o f  A p o l lo n iu s ,  a n d  o f  
C h r is t .*  T h u s ,  t h e  u n io n  o f  t h e s e  s y m b o ls ,  t h o u g h  a w f u l ly  in c o m p a 
t i b l e ,  w a s  y e t  c o n f o r m a b le  t o  t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  m a n y  o f  t h e  f ir s t  p r o f e s s o r s  
o f  C h r is t ia n ity ,  a  p r a c t i c e  w h ic h  a r o s e  f r o m  t h e ir  i m p io u s ly  c o n s id e r in g  
d iv in e  r e v e l a t i o n  a s  a  s p e c ie s  o f  n a t u r a l  r e l ig io n ,  a n d  t h e n c e  in f e r r in g  a  
c o n n e c t i o n  b e t w e e n  t h e  a u t h o r  o f  o u r  h o l y  f a i t h  a n d  t h e  g r o s s  o b j e c t  
o f  t h e ir  b a s e  id o la t r y .

I n  t h e  s e c o n d  p la c e ,  t h i s  a n o m a ly  i s  e x p l a i n e d  b y  s o m e  u p o n  t h e  
s u p p o s i t io n ,  t h a t  t h e  f ig u r e  o f  t h e  c r o s s  w a s  a d d e d  a f t e r w a r d s ,  in  t i m e s  
p o s t e r io r  t o  t h e  u n iv e r s a l  a c c e p t a n c e  b y  t h e  S c o t t i s h  n a t io n  o f  t h e  C h ris
t ia n  f a i t h .  I n  t h o s e  d a y s  t h e r e  w a s  n o  c o v e r e d  t e m p l e ,  a n d  t h e  c o n 
v e r t s  a s s e m b le d  s t a t e d ly  a t  s u c h  p la c e s  a s  p o s s e s s e d  s o m e  r e m a r k a b le  
o b j e c t  w e l l  k n o w n  t o  t h e  in h a b i t a n t s  o f  c e r t a in  d i s t r ic t s  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y  j * 
fo r ,  a s  y e t ,  i t  w a s  n o t  d iv id e d  i n t o  p a r is h e s  o r  d io c e s e s ,  M a lc o lm  I I I .  
b e i n g  t h e  f ir s t  w h o  s e t  l i m i t s  t o  t h e  j u r i s d ic t io n  o f  t h e  b is h o p s ,  w h o ,  
t o g e t h e r  w i t h  t h e  in f e r io r  c l e r g y ,  w e r e  h i t h e r t o  i t in e r a n t  p r e a c h e r s .  
T h e  r e m a r k a b le  o b j e c t s ,  w h i c h  f ix e d  t h e  p la c e  o f  c o n g r e g a t io n ,  w e r e ,  
t h e  c i r c l e  o f-  s t o n e s ,  o l d  f o r t ,  t o w e r ,  o r  o b e l i s k ,  w h o s e  p u r i t y  w a s  r e 
n e w e d ,  a n d  w h o s e  f u t u r e  s a n c t i t y  w a s  c o n f ir m e d  b y  c o n s e c r a t io n  w i t h  
t h e  s ig n  o r  b a d g e  o f  t h e  n e w  f a i t h .
• T h u s ,  in  n o  p o in t  o f  v i e w  i s  t h e r e  t o  b e  d i s c o v e r e d  a  s o l id  o b j e c t io n  
t o  t h e  R o m a n  o r ig in  o f  t h e s e  c u r io u s  a n d  s in g u la r  r e m a in s .

H a v i n g  t h u s  m e n t io n e d  s o m e  o f  t h e  p r in c ip a l  M i t h r a t i c  m o n u m e n t s ,  
w h ic h  h a v e  b e e n  f o u n d  in  o u r  i s la n d ,  I  h a v e  n e x t  t o  s h o w  t h e

* Gibbon, vol. ii. p. 450.



c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  b e t w e e n  t h e  p la c e s  w h e r e  t h e y  w e r e  d i s c o v e r e d  a n d  t h e  
s ta t io n s  o f  t h e  s ix t h  l e g i o n  i n  i t s  p r o g r e s s  t h r o u g h  B r i t a in ,  f r o m  th e  e a s t ,  
u n t i l  i t s  f in a l  s e t t l e m e n t  a t  Y o r k .

F r o m  a  p a s s a g e  in  T a c i tu s ,*  p a r t  o f  w h ic h  w a s  g i v e n  a b o v e ,  i t  a p p e a r s ,  
t h a t  t h i s  l e g i o n  w a s  i n  S y r ia ,  i n  t h e  r e ig n  o f  N e r o .  H o w  l o n g  b e f o r e  
i t  m a y  n o t  b e  m a t e r ia l  t o  e n q u ir e .  T h e  c o n s e c u t i v e  p a r t  o f  t h e  p a s s a g e  
i s  t o  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  e f f e c t :— “  C o m m o t io n s ,  a b o u t  t h e  s a m e  t im e ,  b r o k e  
o u t  in  D a c i a ; a n d , s in c e  t h e  l e g i o n s  w e r e  w i t h d r a w n  f r o m  M c e s ia ,  t h e r e  
r e m a in e d  n o  f o r c e  t o  h o l d  t h e  p e o p l e  in  s u b j e c t io n .  T h e y  h a d  t h e  
p o l i c y ,  h o w e v e r ,  t o  w a t c h ,  in  s i l e n c e ,  t h e  f ir s t  m o v e m e n t s  o f  c i v i l  d i s 
c o r d  a m o n g  t h e  R o m a n s .  S e e i n g ,  a t  l e n g t h ,  t h a t  I t a l y  w a s  in  a  b la z e ,  
t h e y  s e i z e d  t h e i r  o p p o r t u n i t y ,  a n d  s t o r m e d  t h e  w in t e r  q u a r te r s  o f  t h e  
c o h o r t s  a n d  c a v a lr y .  H a v i n g  m a d e  t h e m s e lv e s  m a s t e r s  o f  b o t h  b a n k s  
o f  t h e  D a n u b e ,  t h e y  w e r e  p r e p a r in g  t o  r a z e  t o  t h e  g r o u n d  t h e  ca m p , o f  
t h e  l e g i o n s ,  w h e n  M u c ia n u s ,  a p p r is e d  o f  t h e  v i c t o r y  a t  C r e m o n a ,  s e n t  
t h e  s ix th  le g io n  t o  c h e c k  t h e  in v a s io n s  o f  t h e  e n e m y .  T h e  g o o d  f o r t u n e ,  
t h a t  h a d  o f t e n  f a v o u r e d  t h e  R o m a n  a r m s , b r o u g h t  M u c ia n u s ,  w i t h  t h e  
f o r c e s  o f  t h e  e a s t ,  t o  q u e l l  t h e  in s u r r e c t io n ,”  & c .

A s  t h e  s ix t h  l e g i o n  w a s  d e s p a t c h e d  o n  t h e  s p u r  o f  t h e  m o m e n t ,  a n d  
b e f o r e  o t h e r  f o r c e s  c o u ld  b e  c o l l e c t e d ,  i t  w o u ld  s e e m  t o  h a v e  b e e n  a t  
h e a d - q u a r t e r s  o r  i n  t h e  im m e d ia t e  n e ig h b o u r h o o d ,  in  S y r ia ,  w h e r e  t h e  
t h ir d  h a d  l e a r n t  t h e  w o r s h ip  o f  t h e  s u n ,  a n d  n o t  f a r t h e r  t o  t h e  e a s t w a r d ,  
o r  i n  J u d e a  u n d e r  T i t u s ,  t o  w h o m  h is  f a t h e r  V e s p a s ia n  h a d  j u s t  c o m 
m i t t e d  "the c o n d u c t  o f  t h e  s i e g e  o f  J e r u s a le m .  U p o n  t h e  t e r m in a t io n  
o f  t h e  c i v i l  w a r  b e t w e e n  V i t e l l i u s  a n d  V e s p a s ia n ,  t h e  l e g i o n s ,  w h o  h a d  
f o u g h t  a t  C r e m o n a ,  w e r e  d i s p e r s e d  b y  M u c ia n u s  i n t o  s e v e r a l  p r o v in c e s ,  
a n d  i t  s e e m s  h e  w a s  in  t h e  m o r e  h a s t e  t o  d o  t h i s ,  f r o m  t h e  a t t a c h m e n t  
o f  s e v e r a l  t o  A n t o n i u s  P r im u s  a n d  V a r u s ,  h is  r iv a ls  in  t h e  e m p e r o r ’s  
f a v o u r .  A c c o r d i n g l y ,  t h e  s e v e n t h  w a s  s e n t  i n t o  w in t e r  q u a r te r s ,  i n  
I t a l y ; t h e  t h ir d  w a s  s e n t  b a c k  t o  S y r i a ; a n d  t h e  r e b e l l io n  o f  C iv i l i s  
( a  G e r m a n ) ,  w h o  w a s 'a t  t h a t  t im e  e n d e a v o u r in g  t o  e r e c t  t h e  p r o v in c e s  
o f  G a u l  a n d  G e r m a n y  i n t o  a n  i n d e p e n d e n t  k in g d o m ,  w a s  m a d e  a  p r e t e x t  
f o r  m a r c h in g  t h e  s ix th ,  a n d  e ig h t h ,  in t o  G e r m a n y .  W e  h e a r  n o  m o r e



o f  t h e  s ix t h  l e g i o n  u n t i l  i t s  a r r iv a l  in  B r i t a in ,  u n d e r  t h e  c o m m a n d  o f  
H a d r ia n ,  a b o u t  t h e  y e a r  12 1 . T h e i r  f ir s t  s e r v ic e  in  t h is  c o u n t r y  a p 
p e a r s  t o  h a v e  b e e n  in  S c o t la n d  a n d  t h e  n o r th , o f  E n g la n d ,  p a r t ic u la r ly  
in  t h e  e r e c t io n  o f  t h e  w a l ls  a n d  o t h e r  w o r k s .

“  T h e  l e g i o n s ,”  s a y s  H o r s le y ,  “  w h ic h  c o n t in u e d  lo n g  in  B r i t a in ,  w e r e  
j o i n t l y  e m p lo y e d  in  c a r r y in g  o n  t h e  w o r k s  in  t h is  i s la n d ,  t h e y  j o i n t l y  
b u i l t  t h e  w a l l  in  S c o t la n d ,  a n d  t h o s e  in  t h e  n o r th  o f  E n g la n d .  T h e  
l e g i o n s  a n d  l e g io n a r y  c o h o r t s  s e e m  t o  h a v e  b e e n  t h e  o n l y  s o ld ie r s ,  w h o  
w e r e  e m p lo y e d  u s u a l ly  in  e r e c t i n g  f o r t s  a n d  f e n c e s ,  a n d  a m o n g  a l l  t h e  
in s c r ip t io n s  f o u n d  u p o n  t h e  R o m a n  w a l l  in  S c o t la n d ,  t h e r e  i s  b u t  o n e ,  
a t  m o s t ,  t h a t  m e n t io n s  a n y  a u x i l ia r y  c o h o r t  a s  h a v in g  a  h a n d  in  t h e  w o rk .'  
S e v e r a l  in s c r ip t io n s ,  i n  N o r t h u m b e r la n d  a n d  C u m b e r la n d ,  s h o w  t h e  
s ix th  l e g i o n  t o  h a v e  b e e n  a t  S ta n w ic k s ,  C a m b e c k - F o r t ,  B u r d o s w a ld ,  
L i t t l e  C h e s te r s ,  a n d  H o u s e - S te a d s .  I n  t h e  fo r m e r  p a r t  o f  A n t o n i n u s ’ 
r e ig n  t h e y  w e r e  i n  S c o t la n d ,  a n d  h a d  t h e i r  s h a r e  in  b u i ld in g  t h e  w a l l  t h e r e .  
A f t e r  t h e ir  r e t u r n  f r o m  S c o t la n d ,  a n d  a b o u t  t h e  m id d le  o f  A n t o n i n u s ’ 
r e ig n ,  t h e y  w e r e  s e t t l e d  a t  Y o r k  ; f o r  P t o l e m y  p la c e s  t h e m  t h e r e ,  w h e r e ,  
i t  w o u ld  s e e m , t h e y  c o n t in u e d  t o  t h e  la s t ,  a s  i t s  h e a d - q u a r t e r s ,  f r o m  
w h e n c e  s o m e  c o h o r t s  w e r e  o c c a s io n a l ly  s e n t  o u t .” * G o r d o n  p r e s e n t s  
u s  w i t h  a d d i t io n a l  t e s t im o n y  t o  t h e  f a c t  o f  t h e ir  h a v in g  w o r k e d  u p o n  
t h e  w a l l  o f  A n t o n i n u s  in  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  in s c r ip t io n ,  w h ic h  w a s  d u g  o u t  
o f  t h i s  w a l l ,  a n d  p r e s e n t e d  t o  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  G l a s g o w  in  t h e  y e a r  
I 6 9 5 . t
“ I m p e r a t a r i  C cesa r i T i t o  J E l io  H a d r i a n o  A n to n in o  A u g u s to ,  P a t r i  P a t r i c e

V e x i l la t io  . . . . - -  S e x tc e  V ic t r ic i s  p e r f e c i t  O p u s  V a l l i  p e r  P a s s u s
Q u a tu o r  M i l k  C e n tu m  Q u a d r a g in ta  U n u m .”

T h e  s a m e  a u t h o r  in f o r m s  u s ,  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  m a n y  in s c r ip t io n s  t o  H a 
d r ia n  in  t h e  n o r th  o f  S c o t la n d ,  a n d  t h a t  s o m e  s t o n e s  w i t h  in s c r ip t io n s  
h a v e  b e e n  f o u n d ,  s h o w in g  t h a t  t h e  s ix th  l e g i o n  l a y  n e a r  C r a 'w - H i l l  T o w n , 
u p o n  t h is  w a l l .

I n  S t u k e l e y ’s  a c c o u n t  o f  a  R o m a n  t e m p le ,  m e n t io n e d  a b o v e ,  t h e r e  
a r e  t w o  in s c r ip t io n s ,  w h ic h  s h o w , t h a t  t h i s  l e g i o n  m a d e ,  a t  o n e  t i m e ,



f o u r  m i le s ,  a  h u n d r e d  a n d  f o r t y - o n e  p a c e s ,  o f  t h is  w a l l ; a t  a n o t h e r ,  
t h r e e  m i le s ,  s i x  h u n d r e d  a n d  s i x t y - s i x  p a c e s ,  a d d it io n a l .  I t  i s  p r o p e r  t o  
o b s e r v e  a ls o ,  t h a t  i t  w a s  in  t h e  l i n e  o f  t h is  w a l l  t h a t  t h e  R o m a n  t e m p le ,  
m e n t io n e d  a n d  d e s c r ib e d  b y  t h i s  a u t h o r ,  a n d  c o m m o n ly  c a l l e d  A r t h u r ’s  
O v e n ,  s to o d ,  w h ic h ,  f r o m  t h e  d e s c r ip t io n ,  a p p e a r s  t o  h a v e  r e s e m b le d  s o  
c l o s e l y  t h e  o ld  c ir c u la r  t e m p l e  o f  V e s t a ,  m e n t io n e d  b y  P lu t a r c h  in  h is  l i f e  
o f N u m a ,  a n d  t h e  a n c ie n t  r o u n d  t e m p le  o f  t h e  s u n  in  T h r a c e ,  n o t i c e d  b y  
M a c r o b iu s  ( S a t u r n , i .  1 8 ) ,  in  t h e  c e n t r e  o f  w h o s e  d o m e  t h e r e 'w a s  a n  
a p e r t u r e  t o  a d m it  t h e  l i g h t ,  t h a t  t h e r e  s e e m s  s c a r c e ly  r o o m  t o  d o u b t  o f  
i t s  h a v in g  b e e n  a  c h a p e l  d e d ic a t e d  t o  t h e  w o r s h ip  o f  t h e  s a m e  d iv in i t y .  
W e  h a v e  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  M r . H o r s le y ,  a ls o ,  fo r  t h e  f a c t ,  t h a t  t h i s  l e g i o n  
w o r k e d  l i k e w i s e  u p o n  t h e  w a l l  o f  S e v e r u s .*

U p o n  t h e  w h o le  o f  t h e s e  f a c t s  I  h a v e  t o  o b s e r v e ,  in  t h e  f ir s t  p la c e ,  
t h a t  t h e  p r o g r e s s  o f  t h e  s ix t h  l e g i o n  h a s  b e e n  d i s t i n c t l y  t r a c e d  f r o m  
S y r ia , n o r th w a r d ,  t h r o u g h  S p a in  a n d  G e r m a n y  t o  B r i t a in  ; a n d  in  B r i t a in ,  
t h r o u g h  t h e  s e v e r a l  s ta t io n s  in  w h ic h  t h e  a b o v e  m e n t i o n e d  M it h r a t i c  
m o n u m e n t s  w e r e  f o u n d ; f ir s t , t o  t h e  w a l l  o f  A n t o n in u s ,  w h e r e  A r t h u r ’s  
O v e n  s t o o d ,  a n d  w h e r e  G o r d o n  f o u n d  t h e  p h a l l i c  s y m b o l ; t h e n ,  a lo n g  
t h e  w a l l  o f  S e v e r u s  w h ic h  c r o s s e s  N o r t h u m b e r la n d  a n d  C u m b e r la n d ,  
w h e r e  t h e  s e v e r a l  m o n u m e n t s  d e s c r ib e d  in  t h e  A r c h a e o lo g ia  A e l ia n a ,  a n d  
t h e  a lta r s  d e d ic a t e d  t o  t h e  g o d ' B e l a t u c a d r o  w e r e  d i s c o v e r e d ;  a n d ,  
la s t ly ,  t o  Y o r k ,  w h e r e  t h e  T a u r in e  T a b l e t  w a s  d u g  u p , a n d  w h e r e  a ls o  
s t o o d  a  t e m p le  o f  B e l l o n a ,+ a  p e r s o n i f ic a t io n  o f  t h e  s u n ,  a c c o r d in g  t o

* .Britannia Romana, p. 79.
f  Bellona is the Latin appellation for Enyo of the Greeks, the sister or wife of Mars. Hence she 

was esteemed by the Romans, originally, as the goddess of war. It appears they had adopted her 
very early, while they yet retained the worship of the ancient divinities of the country, for, in the 
speech o f Decius Mus, when he devoted himself to the gods for the safety of his country, during a 
battle with the Latins in the year 337 B.C., she is called upon by name, together with Janus, Jupiter, 
Mars, Quirinus, the Lares, and the gods Noverisiles and Indigites (Livy, viii. 9.). The same author 
mentions an appeal to her as Bellona the Victorious, in a battle fought about the year 296 B. C. (lib* 
x. 19.). During the commonwealth,' while the simplicity of ancient worship continued, it seems she 
was known and adored as the arbitress of battles only, since we find the worship of Cybele, who is 
the same divinity, introduced from Pessinus in Phrygia, by order of the Sibylline books, 120’years after 
the earliest of the above dates. *

That Cybele and Bellona are the same deity, and types of the sun, might be easily proved from a 
comparison of their rites, symbols, and character of their priests, but the trouble and space which this,



M r . B r y a n t ,  w h o  d e r iv e s  t h e  n a m e  f r o m  B e l  a n d  O n ,  t w o  e a s t e r n  t e r m s  
fo r  t h i s  lu m in a r y .  C o n s id e r in g  t h e  d i s t a n c e  o f  t im e ,  t h is  m u s t  b e  e s t e e m 
e d  a  v e r y  e x t i 'a o r d in a r y  a g r e e m e n t  b e t w e e n  h i s t o r y  a n d  m o n u m e n t a l  
r e c o r d s .

S e c o n d l y ,  f r o m  G o r d o n ’s  in f o r m a t io n  t h a t  m a n y  s t o n e s ,  w i t h  in s c r ip 
t io n s  t o  H a d r ia n ,  w e r e  f o u n d  in  t h e  n o r th  o f  S c o t la n d ,  i t  w o u l d  s e e m ,  
( a s  t h i s  e m p e r o r  w a s  e s p e c i a l l y  c o m m e m o r a t e d  in  B r i t a in  b y  t h e  s ix t h  
l e g i o n , )  t h a t  t h i s  l e g i o n  w a s  in  V e s p a s ia n a ,  p r o b a b ly  o c c u p y i n g ,  in  p a r t ,  
t h e  c h a in  o f  s ta t io n s  m e n t io n e d  b y  W h it a k e r  a s  e x t e n d i n g  fr o m  t h e  
F r i t h s  t o  I n v e r n e s s  ; c e r t a in ly ,  i n  t h e  a r m y  o f  L o l l i u s  U r b ic u s ,  d u r i n g  
h is  w a r  w i t h  t h e  C a le d o n ia n s ,  a n d ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  in  a l l  p r o b a b i l i t y ,  h a d  a  
s h a r e  in  r a is in g  t h e  o b e l i s k s  f o u n d  in  t h a t  p r o v in c e .

T h i r d l y ,  a s  w e  f in d  t h a t  t h i s  l e g i o n  a s s i s t e d  in  b u i ld in g  t h e  s t o n e  w a l l  
o f  S e v e r u s ,  i n  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h e  3 r d  c e n t u r y ,  w e  m u s t  a l lo w  t h a t  i t  
c o m p o s e d  p a r t  o f  t h e  a r m y  w h ic h  t h i s  e m p e r o r  c o n d u c t e d  a g a in s t  t h e  
S c o t s  a n d  P i e t s ; a n d  a s  h is  c a m p a ig n s  in  t h e  n o r th  o c c u p i e d  t h e  t h r e e  
o r  f o u r  l a s t  y e a r s  o f  h is  l i f e ,  i t  f o l lo w s  t h a t  i t  w a s  n o t  p e r m a n e n t l y  s e t t l e d
would occupy, are saved by the following passage from the Metamorphoses of Apuleius, where the 
moon is introduced as addressing the metamorphosed author thus:—“ Behold, Lucius, moved with 
thy supplications, I am present; I, who am Nature, the parent of all things, queen of the elements, 
first progenitor of ages, the highest of divinities, queen of departed spirits, first of celestials, and the 
uniform appearance of gods and goddesses, who rule, by my nod, the luminous heights of the heavens, 
the salubrious breezes of the sea, and the silences of the infernal regions, and whose divinity, in itself 
but one, is venerated by all the earth, according to a multiform shape, various rites, and different appel
lations. Hence the primitive Phrygians call me Pessinuntica, the mother of the gods ; the native 
Athenians, Cecropian Minerva; the floating Cyprians, Paphian Venus; the Cretans, Dictynnian 
Diana; the three-tongued Sicilians, Stygian Proserpine; and the inhabitants of Eleusis, the ancient 
goddess Ceres. Some, again, have invoked me as Juno, others as Hecate, others as Bellona, and 
others as Rhamnusia; and those who are enlightened by the rays of the rising sun, the Ethiopians, 
Arrians, and Egyptians, powerful in ancient learning, who reverence my divinity with ceremonies per
fectly proper, call me by a true appellation, Queen Isis.”

Nothing can be more satisfactory of the identity of Isis, Cybele, and Bellona, and, as the same deity 
was of both genders, of these with Mithras: or the Sun. At a time, then, when the worship of the 
sun prevailed universally among the Romans, when all distinction of deity had merged in this one gross 
object of idolatry, the temple of Bellona, at York, in the time of Severus, must have been a temple 
in honour of this deity, the Lord of Day. And as the porch of St. Margaret’s has been proved to 
Lave belonged to one of this description, there exists the greatest degree of probability, especially from 
the representation of this emperor, which it still bears, as will be mentioned hereafter, that it is actually 
part of that very temple*—How much does this discovery enhance its interest and our respect 1



a t  Y o r k  t i l l  a b o u t  f i f t y  y e a r s  a f t e r  t h e  t im e  a s s ig n e d  b y  t h e  a u t h o r  o f  t h e  
B r i ta n n ia  R o m a n a .  H e n c e  w e  o b t a in  a  p e r io d ,  t h a t  w i l l  a d m i t  o f  i t s  
d o m e s t ic a t io n  in  t h e  n e ig h b o u r h o o d  o f  t h e  w a l l s ,  a n d  c o n s e q u e n t l y  
a c c o u n t ,  s a t i s f a c t o r i ly ,  ,fo r  t h e  c o n s t r u c t io n ,  o f  t h o s e  d u r a b le  p l a c e s  o f  
w o r s h ip ,  a n d ,  s a c r e d  m o n u m e n t s ,  w h ic h  h a v e  f r o m  t im e  t o  t im e  b e e n  
d is c o v e r e d  in  t h e ir  v i c i n i t y .
. I n  c o n c lu s io n  o f  t h i s  .p a r t  o f  t h e  in t r in s i c  e v i d e n c e ,  I  h a v e  o n l y  t o  

m e n t io n ,  . t h a t  a , f e w  in s t a n c e s  o c c u r ,  b o t h  in  t h i s  c o u n t r y  a n d  o n  t h e  
c o n t in e n t ,  w h e r e  a  s i n g l e  s ig n ,  o r  s m a ll  g r o u p s  o f  t w o  o r  t h r e e ,  a r e  t o  b e  
s e e n  s c a t t e r e d  a m o n g  t h e  o r n a m e n t s  o f  s o m e  c h u r c h e s ,  b a p t is m a l  f o n t s ,  
a n d  s e p u lc h r a l  m b n u m e n t s ,  o f  t h e  S a x o n  a n d  m id d le  a g e s .  I f f le y  c h u r c h ,  
n e a r  O x f o r d ,  a n d  t h a t  o f  M o n t e v i l l i e r s ,  in  N o r m a n d y ,  w h e r e  t h e  p i l la r s  
a r e  o r n a m e n t e d  w i t h  c lu s t e r s  o f  S a g i t t a r ie s ,  a r e  t h e  m o s t  s t r ik in g  e x a m 
p le s  a t  p r e s e n t  w i t h in  m y  r e c o l l e c t i o n  in  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  s ig n s .  B u t  o t h e r  
R o m a n  d e v ic e s ,  o r  g r o t e s q u e s , ,  a s  t h e y  a r e  n o w  t e r m e d ,  a r e  t o  b e  m e t  
w i t h ; o n  t h e  f r i e z e s  o f  t h e  n o r th  a n d  s o u t h  p a r ts  o f  A d d e r b u r y  c h u r c h ,  
.O x f o r d s h ir e ,.a n d .  o n  t h e  u n d e r c r o f t  o f  t h e  F r e n c h  c h u r c h  a t  C a n te r b u r y ,  
s u p p o s e d  b y  s o m e  t o  .h a v e  b e e n  p a r t  o f  a  R o m a n  t e m p l e  s a c r e d  t o  I s i s .  

.T h e y  , h a v e  a ls o  b e e n  n o t i c e d  o n  t h e  f r i e z e  o f  t h e  p u l p i t  o f  t h e  c h u r c h  o f  
S t .  L a u r e n c e ,  w i t h o u t  t h e  w a l l s  o f  R o m e ; a n d  o n  t h e  d o o r - w a y  in  t h e  

.w e s t  f r o n t  o f  K e n i lw o r t h  c h u r c h ,  n e a r  C o v e n t r y .  M o s t  o f  t h e s e  a r e ,  
u n q u e s t io n a b ly ,  im m e m o r ia l  f a b r ic s ,  e r e c t e d ,  a t  l e a s t  in  p a r t ,  e i t h e r  b y  
R o m a n  h e a t h e n s ,  o r  b y  t h e  e a r l i e s t  S a x o n  C h r is t ia n s , w h o  im i t a t e d  fo r  
t h e  s o le  p u r p o s e  o f  d e c o r a t io n ,  t h e  m y t h o lo g ic a l  f ig u r e s  o f  t h e ir  p r e d e 
c e s s o r s .  . T h a t  t h i s  w a s  t h e  c a s e  i s  e v i d e n t  f r o m  t h e  c a p r ic io u s  d is p o s a l  
o f  s o m e  o f  t h e  s ig n s ,  s in g ly ,  o r  in  s m a l l  g r o u p s ,  a m o n g  t h e  o t h e r  s c u lp 

t u r e s ,  a n d  f r o m  t h e  s in g u la r  f a c t  t h a t  o n  n o  c h u r c h ,  o r i g i n a l l y  C h r is t ia n ,  
i s  t h e  w h o le  n u m b e r  o f  t h e  s ig n s  t o  b e  s e e n ,  e i t h e r  in  c o n s e c u t i v e  o r d e r ,  
o r  d i s p e r s e d  a m o n g  t h e  m o u ld in g s  ; o f  w h ic h  a n y  o n e  m a y  e a s i ly  s a t i s f y  
h im s e l f ,  b y  a n  in s p e c t io n  o f  s u c h  c h u r c h e s  t h e m s e lv e s j  o r  t h e  e n g r a v in g s  
o f  t h e m  i n  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  w o r k s .

T h i s  p a r t i a l , u s e ,  a n d  w h im s ic a l  a r r a n g e m e n t ,  a r e  o b v io u s  in  e v e r y  
e x i s t i n g  i n s t a n c e ; a n d  p r o v e  t h a t  e m b e l l i s h m e n t  a lo n e  w a s  t h e  p o i n t  in  

t v i e w ,  a n d . t h a t  t h e i r  a s t r o n o m ic a l  a n d  m y t h o l o g i c a l  im p o r t  w a s  a s  l i t t l e  
vol . ir . L



a p p r e h e n d e d  b y  t h e  S a x o n  p r e la t e s ,  a s  b y  t h e  S c o t s  a n d  P i e t s .  B e f o r e  
t h e i r  d a y s  t h e i r  c o u n t r y m e n  o n  t h e  c o n t i n e n t  h a d  s u b v e r t e d  t h e  W e s t e r n  
e m p ir e ,  a n d  w i t h  i t  t h e  a n c i e n t  r e l ig io u s  i n s t i t u t io n s  o f  I t a l y ,  w h i c h  w e r e  
s l o w l y  e x p i r i n g  b e f o r e  t h e  l i g h t  o f  t h e  g o s p e l .  I n  B r i t a in ,  t h e  s a m e  
s a lu t a r y  s e r v ic e  w a s  p e r f o r m e d  a b o u t  t h e  s a m e  t im e ,  a n d  t h e  r e m a in s  
o f  a n  im p u r e  a n d  c r u e l  id o la t r y ,  t h e  p e c u l ia r  d i s g r a c e  o f  m a n k in d  f r o m  
t h e  f lo o d  t o  t h e  t im e  w h e n  t h e  G o t h s  e m e r g e d  f r o m  t h e ir  n a t i v e  f o r e s t s  
t o  v i n d i c a t e  t h e  h o n o u r  o f  G o d  a n d  o f  h u m a n  n a t u r e ,  w e r e  e r a d ic a t e d  
f o r  e v e r  i n  t h e  s a v a g e  w o r k  o f  e x t e r m in a t io n .

T h o s e ,  w h o  s h u d d e r  a t  t h e  a c c o u n t s  o f  t h e  b l o o d  w h i c h  t h e y  s h e d ,  a n d  
•the d e s o la t io n  t h e y  o c c a s io n e d ,  o u g h t  t o  r e f l e c t  o n  t h e  h i g h  p u r p o s e  t o  
w h i c h  t h e y  w e r e  d e s t in e d ,  t h a t ,  l i k e  t h e  H e b r e w s  o f  o ld ,  t h e y  w e r e  t h e  
a v e n g e r s  o f  n a t io n s  d e f i l e d  w i t h  b l o o d  a n d  w a l l o w i n g  in  p o l lu t io n ,  p r a c 
t i s i n g  t h e  id e n t i c a l  a b o m in a t io n s  f o r  w h i c h  t h e  a b o r ig in a l  in h a b i t a n t s  o f  
C a n a a n  w e r e  “  s p u e d  o u t ”  b y  t h e  la n d  i t s e l f — a g e n t s  i n  t h e  h a n d  o f  
d i v i n e  P r o v i d e n c e ,  t o  r o o t  o u t ,  w i t h in  t h e  s p h e r e  o f  t h e ir  a c t io n ,  a  m o r a l  
p o i s o n ,  w h i c h  h a d  c o n t a m in a t e d  t h e  w h o l e  e a r t h ,  a n d  t h u s  t o  p r e p a r e  
t h e  w a y  m o r e  e f f e c t u a l ly  f o r  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a  p u r e  s y s t e m  o f  r e l i 
g i o n  a n d  m o r a ls ,  a n d  o f  c o n s t i t u t io n s  o f  c i v i l  p o l i t y  m o r e  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  
t h e  d i g n i t y  o f  m a n .

I t  w a s  t h e n  t h a t  t h e  w o r s h ip  o f  t h e  s u n  w a s  e x t i n g u i s h e d  t h r o u g h o u t  
t h e  g r e a t e r  p a r t  o f  E u r o p e  a n d  e a s t e r n  c o a s t  o f  A f r ic a ,  a l l  m e m o r ia l  o f  
i t  b e i n g  s w e p t  a w a y  i n  t h e  f lo o d  o f  n o r t h e r n  in v a s io n .  W h a t  e s c a p e d  
t h e  G o t h s ,  V a n d a l s ,  a n d  S a x o n s ,  w a s  m e t  b y  t h e  N o r t h m e n  o r  H a n e s ,  
w h o  c o n t i n u e d  t h e  w o r k  o f  d e s t r u c t io n ,  u n t i l  t h e  f in a l  t r iu m p h  o f  C h ris
t i a n i t y  in  t h e  w e s t  b y  t h e i r  o w n  a c k n o w l e d g m e n t  o f  i t s  i n f l u e n c e .

I n  t h e  m e a n  t im e ,  a n o t h e r  p e o p l e  w e r e  a p p o in t e d  t o  f u l f i l  t h e  s a m e  
p u r p o s e  i n  t h e  e a s t ,  a n d  t h e  S a r a c e n s ,  w i t h  a n  im p e t u o s i t y  s u r p a s s in g  
t h a t  o f  t h e  G o t h s ,  a n d  w i t h  a n  e n t h u s ia s m  w h i c h  t h e y  d id  n o t  f e e l ,  d is 
s o l v e d  t h e  a n c i e n t  s y s t e m s  t h a t  s t i l l  l i n g e r e d  a m o n g  t h e  n a t io n s  c o m p o s in g  
t h e  e a s t e r n  e m p ir e ,  w h ic h ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  A r a b ia ,  P e r s ia ,  a n d  t h e  g r e a t e r  
p a r t  o f  H in d o o s t a n ,  t h e y  t h o r o u g h l y  c l e a n s e d  f r o m  t h e  m ir e  o f  t h i s  m o s t  
o f f e n s iv e  s u p e r s t i t io n .

T h e  o r ig in a l  im p o r t  o f  t h e  s i g n s ,  a s  o b j e c t s  o f  id o la t r o u s  w o r s h ip ,



p e r i s h e d  in  t h i s  g e n e r a l  d i s s o lu t io n  o f  t h e  c iv i l  a n d  r e l i g i o u s  s y s t e m s  o f  
a n t iq u i t y .  O n  t h e  r e v iv a l  o f  l e a r n in g  i n  E u r o p e ,  t h e y  w e r e  a g a in  in t r o 
d u c e d . t o  n o t i c e ,  a s  m a r k s  o r  s ig n s  o f  t h e  s e v e r a l  d iv i s io n s  o f  t h e  z o d i a c ; 
t o  w h ic h  p u r p o s e ,  a g r e e a b ly  t o  t h e  c r e e d  o f  t h e  t im e s ,  t h e y  h a d  v e r y  
a p p r o p r ia te ly  b e e n  a p p l ie d  b y  t h e  G r e e k  a s t r o n o m e r s ,  f r o m  w h o s e  w o r k s  
t h e y  w e r e  c o p i e d  b o t h  b y  A r a b ia n  a n d  E u r o p e a n  w r it e r s  o n  t h i s  s c i e n c e ,  
a n d  w h o ,  i g n o r a n t  o f  t h e ir  g e n u i n e  s ig n i f ic a t io n ,  s im p ly  f o l l o w e d  t h e m  
i n  t h i s  in o f f e n s iv e  a p p l i c a t io n  o f  t h e s e  f ig u r e s .  I t  d o e s  n o t  a p p e a r ,  t h a t  
a n y  o f  t h e  G r e e k  a u t h o r s  a l l u d e d  t o  h a s  e x p la in e d  w h e n c e  t h e y  d e r i v e d  
t h e s e  f ig u r e s ,  o r  h i n t e d  a t  t h e ir  m y s t i c  c h a r a c t e r ; s in c e  i t  i s  s t i l l  a  m a t t e r  
o f  m u c h  d i f f i c u l t y  t o  t r a c e  t h e ir  d e r iv a t io n ,  e v e n  w i t h  t h e  a s s i s t a n c e  o f  
e la b o r a t e  t r e a t i s e s  o n  a n c i e n t  m y t h o l o g y ,  o w i n g  c h ie f ly  t o  t h e  e n d le s s  
t r a n s f o r m a t io n s  t o  w h ic h  a l l  t h e  h e a t h e n  d e i t i e s  w e r e  s u b j e c t e d  in  c la s s i c  
t im e s ,  w h ic h  c o n f u s e d  t o  p e r p l e x i t y  t h e  s im p le  t h e o g o n i e s  o f  t h e  h e r o ic  
a g e s .

I  n o w  c o m e  t o  t h e  s e c o n d  p a r t  o f  t h e  in t r in s i c  e v i d e n c e ,  w h i c h  w i l l  
d e t a in  u s  b u t  a  m o m e n t  a s  i t  r e q u ir e s  n o  c o m m e n t *  I t  i s  i n c l u d e d  i n  
M r . C a r t e r ’s  d e s c r ip t io n  o f  a  m o n u m e n t  b r o u g h t  f r o m  t h e  w a l l  o f  
S e v e r u s :  b y  S ir  R o b e r t  C o t t o n ,  a n d  n o w  in  T r i n i t y  C o l l e g e ,  C a m b r id g e .  
I t  i s  a  b a s s o - r e l ie v o ,  w i t h  t h e  in s c r ip t io n  “  N u m in ib u s  A u g u s to r u m  
C o h o r s  I I I ,  G a l lo r u m  E q u i t u m  F e c i t . ”

O f  t h i s  m o n u m e n t ,  M r .  C a r t e r  s a y s ,  “  W e  m a y  n o t i c e ,  t h a t  t h e  o c 
t a g o n a l  w r e a th *  i n  th e , c e n t r e ,  h a s  f o u r  d i f f e r e n t  o r n a m e n t s ,  e a c h  o f  w h ic h  
i s  r e p e a t e d  5 t h e s e  v a r ie t i e s  c o n s i s t  o f  q u i lo c h i ,  t h e  la u r e l - l e a f ,  w i t h  a n d  
w it h o u t  b e r r ie s ,  a n d  t h e  o a k - l e a f  j e a c h  d iv i s io n  i s  t i e d  w i t h  a  r ib a n d .

. “  O n  e a c h  s id e  o f  t h e  t a b l e t  a r e  s h i e l d s ,  a b o v e  w h i c h  a r e  h e a d s  ; t h a t  
o n  t h e  l e f t  p r e s e n t s  a t  o n c e  t h r e e  f a c e s ,  o n e  f r o n t  a n d  t w o  p r o f i l e s b e 
l o w  t h e m  a r e  s n a k e s  t w i s t e d  i n t o  t h e  o r n a m e n t a l  t r u e  l o v e r ’s  k n o t .  I n  
t h e  a r c h e d  r e c e s s  o n  t h e  l e f t ,  i s  a  w i n g e d  v i c t o r y ,  w i t h  t h e  u s u a l  s y m 
b o l s ,  t h e  p a lm - b r a n c h ,  l a u r e l  w r e a t h ,  a n d  g lo b e ,  u n d e r  o n e  f o o t  i l l  t h e  
c o m p a r t m e n t  b e l o w ,  i s  a  s t o r k ,  & c . ; i n  t h e  n i c h  o n  t h e  r i g h t  i s  a  
s t a t u e ,  in  th e  f u l l  w a r l i k e  d r e s s  o f  th e  R o m a n s .  I n  t h e  c o m p a r t m e n t  
b e lo w  t h e  l a s t  f ig u r e ,  i s  a n o t h e r  r e p r e s e n t a t io n  o f  a  s to r k ,  w i t h  a  v a s e ,



& c . T h i s  s u b je c t  i s  l ik e w is e  c a r v e d  o n  th e  a r c h  o f  th e  g r a n d  p o r c h  o f  
S t .  M a r g a r e t ’s  c h u r c h * Y o r k ;  w h i c h  p o r c h  w a s  o r ig in a l ly  b r o u g h t  fro m ' 
a  b u i l d i n g  o f  a  v e r y  r e m o t e  d a t e ,  a n d ,  f r o m  i t s  g e n e r a l  d e s ig n ,  n e a r ly  
o f  R o m a n  w o r k m a n s h ip .  • H o r s l e y  s u p p o s e d  t h e  e m p e r o r s  c o m m e m o 
r a t e d  in  t h e  in s c r ip t io n  t o  b e  S e v e r u s  a n d  C a r a c a l la .” *
■ T h i s  i s  p o s i t i v e  t e s t im o n y ,  o f  g r e a t  im p o r t a n c e  e v e n  i f  i t  s t o o d  a lo n e ,  
b u t '  i t s  a d d i t io n a l  e v i d e n c e  d i s c lo s e s  s o  e n t i r e ly  t h e  v a l u e  o f  t h e ’ p r e 
c e d i n g  o b s e r v a t io n s  o n  t h e  n a t u r e  a n d  d e r iv a t io n  o f  t h e  s ig n s  o n  a n c i e n t  
B r i t i s h  m o n u m e n t s ,  a s  t o  r a is e  t h e  w h o l e  a r g u m e n t  t o  a  d e m o n s t r a t io n  
t h a t  t h i s  p o r c h  i s  n o t  n e a r l y  ( a n  u n m e a n in g  t e r m  a s  a p p l ie d  b y  M r.' 
C a r t e r )  b u t  a b s o l u t e l y  o f  R o m a n  w o r k m a n s h ip ,  a n d  o r ig in a l ly  d e s ig n e d  
a s  p a r t  o f  a  t e m p l e  o f  M it h r a s ,  o r  t h e  S u n ,  w h o s e  w o r s h ip  a n c i e n t l y  
c o n s t i t u t e d  t h e  e s t a b l i s h e d  r e l i g i o n  o f  t h i s  c e l e b r a t e d  c i t y .

F o r  t h e  p r e s e r v a t io n  o f  t h i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  m o n u m e n t  t o  o u r  t im e s ,  I  c a n  
o n l y  p le a d  t h e  g o o d  f o r t u n e  w h ic h  f a v o u r e d  o t h e r s  u n t i l  l a t e l y ,  a n d  
s o m e  e v e n  t o  t h e  p r e s e n t  d a y ;  s u c h  a s  t h e  h e a t h e n  c h a p e l  o f  E t h e l b e r t ;  
t h e  P h a r o s ,  in  D o v e r  C a s t l e ; t h e  t e m p le  o f  J a n u s ,  a t  L e i c e s t e r ; t h e  
a m p h it h e a t r e ,  a t  D o r c h e s t e r ;  R i c h b o r o u g h  C a s t l e ;  W o r t h - g a t e ,  a t  
C a n t e r b u r y ;  a n d  N e w - P o r t - g a t e ,  a t  L i n c o l n .

Y o r k  i s  s a id  t o  h a v e  h a d  a  l a r g e  s h a r e  i n  t h e  d is a s te r s ,  w h ic h  b e f e l  
t h e  c o u n t r y  i m m e d i a t e l y  a f t e r  t h e  d e p a r t u r e  o f  t h e  R o m a n s ,  a n d  w e r e  
w e  t o  b e l i e v e  i m p l i c i t l y  a l l  t h a t  i s  r e la t e d  u p o n  t h i s  h e a d ,  n o  a r g u m e n t  
w h a t e v e r  c o u l d  s a t i s f y  u s  t h a t  a n y  m o n u m e n t ,  n o w  w i t h in  i t ,  b e lo n g s  
t o  a  p e r io d  s o  d i s t a n t  a s  t h a t  w h i c h  I  h a v e  a s s ig n e d  t o  t h e  o n e  i n q u e s -  
t io n .  I  s h a l l  e n d e a v o u r  t o  r e m o v e  t h i s  o b l iq u e  o b j e c t io n ;  b y  o n e  o r  
t w o  o b s e r v a t io n s  o n  a  p a s s a g e  t o  t h i s  e f f e c t ,  in  t h e  B r i t a n n i a  o f  C a m d e n ,  
w h i c h ’ I  h a v e  p u r p o s e ly  s e l e c t e d  a s  t h a t  o f  t h e  g r e a t e s t  w e i g h t .  - -

“  A t  t h e  c o n c lu s io n  o f  t h e  S c o t c h  a n d  S a x o n  w a r s ,”  s a y s  t h i s  a u th o r ,  
“ l i t t l e  m o r e  t h a n  t h e  s h a d o w  o f  t h e  f o r m e r  g r e a t n e s s  o f  Y o r k  r e m a in e d ,  
a n d  s o  c o m p l e t e l y  w e r e  t h e  b u i ld in g s  d e s t r o y e d ,  t h a t  P a u l in u s ,  in  6 2 7 ,  
c o u l d  n o t  f in d  i n  t h e  w h o le  c i t y  a  c h u r c h  w h e r e in  t o  b a p t iz e  k i n g  
E d w i n ,  in  c o n s e q u e n c e  o f  w h ic h ,  a c c o r d in g  t o  B e d e ,  h e  w a s  o b l ig e d  t o  
c o n s t r u c t  o n e  o f  w h a t t le s  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e .”

* Ancient Architecture of England, part i.



B u t  t h is  a s s e r t io n  i s ' r e f u t e d ,  f ir s t ,  b y  M r .  B e n t h a m / w h o  o b s e r v e s ,  - 
t h a t  B e d e ’s w o o d e n  o r a t o r y ' w a s  b u i l t  o n  t h e  s p u r ' o f . t h e  o c c a s io n ,  a  
m e r e  t e m p o r a r y  e x p e d i e n t ; a n d ,  t h a t  t h e  S a x o n s ,  a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e ir  
c o n v e r s io n ,  m u s t  h a v e  l e a r n t  t h e  a r t  o f  b u i l d i n g . s t o n e  e d i f ic e s  w i t h  
c o lu m n s  a n d  a r c h e s ,  b e c a u s e  t h e y  h a d  m a n y  i n s t a n c e s  o f  s p c h  k in d  o f  
b u i ld in g s  b e f o r e  t h e m ,  in  t h e  c h u r c h e s  a n d  o t h e r  p u b l i c  e d i f ic e s ,  e r e c t e d  
b y  t h e  R o m a n s .  “ F o r ,  n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g ,”  h e  a d d s ,  “ t h e  h a v o c k ,  t h a t  
h a d  b e e n '  m a d e  o f  t h e  C h r is t ia n  c h u r c h e s ,  b y  t h e  P i e t s  a n d  S c o t s ,  a n d :  
b y  t h e  S a x o n s  ■ t h e m s e l v e s ,  s o m e  o f  t h e m  w e r e  t h e n  in  b e i n g .  B e d e  
m e n t io n s  t w o  i n  . C a n te r b u r y ,  b e s id e s  w h ic h ,  i t  i s  l i k e l y , . ; t h e r e  w e r e  
o t h e r s  o f  t h e  s a m e  a g e ,  in  d i f f e r e n t  p a r ts  o f  t h e  k i n g d o m ,  w h i c h  w e r e ,  
t h e n  r e p a ir e d  a n d  r e s t o r e d  to , t h e i r  f o r m e r .u s e .” *

S e c o n d l y ,  b y  t h e  r e s c r ip t  o f  G r e g o r y  t h e  G r e a t ,  w h o  in t e r p o s e d  in  
b e h a l f  o f  t h e  p a g a n  t e m p le s ,  a n d  b y  t h e  r i t e  o f  c o n s e c r a t io n  a p p e a s e d  
a n d  r e c o n c i l e d  t h e  c o n v e r t e d  S a x o n s  t o  t h e ir  u s e .

T h ir d ly , '  b y  a  p a s s a g e  in  D o o m s d a y - B o o k ,  q u o t e d  b y  C a m d e n  h im 
s e l f , t  w h ic h  s t a t e s ,  t h a t  “  in  t h e  C o n f e s s o r ’s t im e ,  t h e r e  w e r e  in  t h is  c i t y ,  
s ix  scy ra e  o r  d iv i s io n s ,  b e s i d e s  t h e  a r c h b is h o p s .  O n e  is  l a id  w a s t e  f o r  
c a s t le s .  I n  t h e  o t h e r  f iv e  w e r e  1 4 1 8  • h o u s e s  in h a b i t e d ,  a n d  in  . t h e  
a r c h b is h o p ’s , 200. ”  : ’

L a s t l y ,  b y  C a x t o n ,  w h o  s ta te s , - in  h is  P o ly c h r o n ic o n ,  t h a t  b e f o r e  Y o r k  
w a s  d e s t r o y e d  b y  W il l ia m  t h e  C o n q u e r o r ,  “  i t  s e e m e d  a s  fa ir  a s  t h e  c i t y  
o f  R o m e  f r o m  t h e  b e a u t y  a n d  m a g n i f i c e n c e  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g s .”

W h e n c e ,  t h e n ,  d id  Y o r k  d e r iv e  t h i s  m a g n i f i c e n c e  w h ic h  i t  e x h i b i t e d  
in  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h e  e l e v e n t h  c e n t u r y  ? A c c o r d i n g  t o  B e d e  a n d  C a m - -, 
d e n ,  i t  m u s t  h a v e  p r o c e e d e d  f r o m  t h e  e f fo r ts  o f  t h e  S a x o n s  o r  D a n e s ,1 
f o r  t h e y  a l lo w  n o t h i n g  t o . h a v e  d e s c e n d e d  t o  s o  la t e  a  p e r io d  f r o m  t h e  
R o m a n s ..  B u t  w e  h a v e  s e e n ,  t h a t ,  f o r  n e a r ly  t w o  h u n d r e d  y e a r s  a f t e r  
t h e ir  a r r iv a l ,  t h e  S a x o n s  w e r e  r u d e  a n d  u n le t t e r e d  b a r b a r ia n s ,  s t r a n g e r s  t o  
t h e  a r ts ,  a n d  e n e m ie s  t o  c iv i l i z a t i o n  ; a n d  t h a t ,  a f t e r  t h e ir  c o n v e r s io n ,  
t h e y  w e r e ,  a s  a  n a t io n ,  a l ik e  i g n o r a n t  a n d  r e g a r d le s s  o f  c i v i l  a r c h i t e c 
t u r e ,  b e i n g ,  f o r  t h e  m o s t  .p a r t , d i s p e r s e d  in  s m a l l  v i l l a g e  c o m m u n it ie s ,  in - 
p r e f e r e n c e  t o : t h e  m o r e  e x t e n d e d  a s s o c ia t io n s  o f  l a r g e  t o w n s .  T h e '
- # Introd* to the History of E ly Cuthedraly sec. 5th. f  Britannia) vol." in,’ *



u n s e t t l e d  s t a t e  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y  d u r in g  t h e  D a n i s h  d y n a s t y ,  w h i c h  m a y  
b e  s a id  t o  h a v e  b e e n  a  p e r i o d  o f  c o n t i n u e d  c i v i l  w a r  b e t w e e n  t w o  b a r 
b a r o u s  p e o p l e ,  w i l l  n o t  a l lo w  u s  t o  s u p p o s e ,  t h a t  t h e  a r t s  o f  c i v i l  l i f e  
w e r e  t h e n  c a r r ie d  t o  a n y  m e a s u r e  o f  e x t e n t  i n  E n g l a n d ,  o r  a r o s e  t o  a n y  
d e g r e e  a b o v e  t h e  w a n t s  a n d  c a p a c i t i e s  o f  s a v a g e  f r e e b o o t e r s .  T h e  a p 
p e a r a n c e  o f  Y o r k  a t  t h e  c o n q u e s t ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  m u s t  b e  a s c r ib e d  t o  t h e  
s u p e r io r  t a s t e  a n d  r e f in e m e n t  o f  i t s  m o r e  a n c ie n t ,  p o w e r f u l ,  a n d  c i v i l i z e d  
in h a b i t a n t s ,  w i t h  w h o s e  in s t i t u t i o n s  a n d  m o r a l  c o n d i t io n  i t  a lo n e  c o r 
r e s p o n d e d .  T h u s ,  t h e r e  i s  n o  r e a s o n  fo r  b e l i e v i n g  i n  s o  c o m p l e t e  a  
d e m o l i t io n  o f  p u b l i c  e d i f i c e s  i n  t h e  y e a r  6 2 7 ,  a s  B e d e  h a s  r e p r e s e n t e d ,  
b u t  r a th e r ,  t h a t  m a n y  c o n t i n u e d  to. a d o r n  i t  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  S a x o n  
p e r io d  o f  E n g l i s h  h i s t o r y .  I t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  i n  t h e  y e a r  1070,  t h e  C on -: 
q u e r o r  v i s i t e d  t h i s  c i t y ,  w i t h  g r e a t  s e v e r i t y ,  a s  a  p u n i s h m e n t  f o r  t h e  
t r e a c h e r y  o f  t h e  in h a b i t a n t s ,  w h o  h a d ,  b u t  a  s h o r t  t im e  b e f o r e ,  m a d e  a  
v o lu n t a r y  s u r r e n d e r  o f  i t  t o  t h e  N o r m a n s .  T h e  h is t o r ia n s  o f  t h i s  t r a n s 
a c t i o n  r e p r e s e n t  W i l l ia m  a s  a t  t h i s  t i m e  t h e  e q u a l  o f  C a m b y s e s ,  in  
t h e  m a d n e s s  o f  h is  f u r y ,  t o ta l l y  d e s t r o y i n g  a l l  th e  n o b le  r e m a in s  o f  a n 
t i q u i t y  'w h ich  s till , c o n t in u e d  to  a d o r n  i t ;  a n d  t h e  p a r a l le l  b e t w e e n  t h e  
N o r m a n  a n d  t h e  P e r s ia n  s e e m s  c o n t i n u e d  i n t o  t h e  d e s c r ip t io n ,  o f  th e , 
r e m o t e  c o n s e q u e n c e s ,  f o r  i t  i s  a s s e r t e d ,  t h a t  t h e  c i t y  a n d  a d j a c e n t  
c o u n t r y  l a y  d e s o la t e  f o r  f o r t y  y e a r s  a f t e r w a r d s .  S u c h ,  h o w e v e r ,  a r e  
t h e  w a r m  b u t  v a g u e  e x p r e s s io n s  o f  m o n k is h  h is t o r ia n s ,  w h o  r e c o r d  e v e r y  
c a p t u r e  o f  t h i s  c i t y  i n  n e a r ly  s im i la r  t e r m s .  I t  i s  e n o u g h  f o r  t h e  p r e 
s e n t  p u r p o s e ,  t h a t ,  a f t e r  t h i s  s to r m , t h e  p o r c h  e m e r g e s  f r o m  t h e  m i s t  o f  
a n t iq u i t y  a s  t h e  h a l lo w e d  a d j u n c t  o f  a  C h r is t ia n  c h u r c h ,  w h ic h ,  t h o u g h  
o f  h u m b le  n o t e ,  i s  y e t  d e s e r v in g  o f  e s p e c ia l  r e m e m b r a n c e  f o r  t h e  s h e l t e r  
i t  a f fo r d e d , f o r  c e n t u r i e s ,  t o  t h i s  b e a u t i f u l  m e m o r ia l  o f  t h e  f ir s t  a g e  o f  
t h e  a r ts  in  B r i t a in .  I n  t h e  y e a r  1 6 4 4 ,  t h e  p e r io d  o f  i t s  f i r s t  n o t i c e ,  b y  
h i s t o r y ,  i t  e s c a p e d  m o r e  i m m in e n t  d a n g e r  t h a n  i n  107Q, f r o m  t h e  c a n 
n o n  o f  t h e  p a r l ia m e n t a r y  a r m y , w h ic h  p l a y e d  a g a in s t  th e . q u a r te r  o f  t h e  
t o w n  w h e r e  i t  t h e n  s t o o d ,  a n d  d e m o l i s h e d  t h e  e d i f i c e  t o  w h ic h  i t  b e 
l o n g e d .  A f t e r  t h i s  e v e n t ,  w e  t r a c e  i t  t o  S t .  M a r g a r e t ’s  c h u r c h ,  t o  
w h i c h  i t  s t i l l  c o n t i n u e s  a t t a c h e d ,  b u t  u n d e r  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  w h i c h  e x c i t e  
d e e p  r e g r e t ,  a s  i t  i s  t h e r e  e x p o s e d  t o  c e r t a in  d e s t r u c t io n ,  n o t  s o  m u c h



f r o m  t h e  s lo w  o p e r a t io n  o f  t i m e  a n d  w e a t h e r ,  a s  f r o m  t h e  d i s t r e s s in g  
a c c id e n t s  w h i c h  o c c a s i o n a l l y  a r is e  f r o m  t h e  g a m b o ls  o f  t h e  r a b b le  y o u t h  

" w h o  f r e q u e n t ly  p l a y  a r o u n d  a n d  w i t h in  i t ,  p r o o f s  o f  w h i c h  I  h a v e  w i t 
n e s s e d  w i t h  s o r r o w .

U p o n  t h e  w h o l e ,  i f  t h e  a b o v e  a r g u m e n t s  a r e  w e l l  f o u n d e d ,  i t  f o l l o w s  
t h a t  t h e  c i t i z e n s  o f  Y o r k  p o s s e s s  w i t h in  t h e i r  w a l l s ,  a  v e r y  b e a u t i f u l  
r e m a in  o f  a n  a n c i e n t  t e m p l e  o f  t h e  S u n ,  a  u n iq u e  i n  B r i t a in ,  p e r h a p s  i n  
E u r o p e ,  a n d  a  m o n u m e n t  w h i c h  w o u ld ,  i t  s e e m s ,  b e  h i g h l y  p r iz e d  i n  
F r a n c e ,  w h e r e ,  e v e n  s i n g l e  f ig u r e s  o f  t h e  s ig n s  a r e  c a r e f u l ly  la id  u p  in  
m u s e u m s .  S h o u ld  i t s  f u t u r e  p r e s e r v a t io n  e v e r  b e c o m e  a n  o b j e c t  w o r t h y  
o f  p a r t ic u la r  c o n s id e r a t io n ,  I  b e g  l e a v e  t o  s u g g e s t  t h e  m in s t e r  a s  i t s  
m o s t  p r o p e r  a s y lu m ,  f o r ,  a s  a  c o n s e c r a t e d  r e l i c ,  a n d  s p e c im e n  o f  a r t ,  
i t  w i l l  r e f l e c t  n e i t h e r  o n  t h e  p i e t y  n o r  t a s t e  o f  t h o s e ,  w h o  m a y  b e  d i s 
p o s e d  t o  v o t e  i t  a  p l a c e  a m o n g  t h e  g lo r ie s  o f  t h a t  w o n d r o u s  p i l e .


