
X. A n Account q fa -R y m c Inscription on an ancient Cross, discovered 
at Lancaster, in the Y ear 1807, tn a L etter from  W i l l i a m  H a m p e r  

Esq. to J o h n  A d a m s o n ,  E sq., Secretary.-

B eritend H ouse, Birmingham, 
Oct. 3d, 1822.

S ir ,

I  s h a l l  feel obliged by your laying before 
the Society, accompanied by my best acknow
ledgements for the honour o f membership 
lately conferred upon me, the annexed sketch 
o f an ancient cross, found at Lancaster, in 
the year 1807- Never having seen the ori
ginal, I  can only vouch for the accuracy o f 
its delineation, on the assurance o f my learned 
friend M r. Ormerod, the Historian o f Che
shire, who informs me that it  was made by 
a very careful artist at Lancaster, when this 
curious relique was deposited in the Vicar’s 
house there, shortly after its discovery and 
disinterment in the adjacent church yard. 
The Runic Inscription, “  faithful to its 
trust,”  though partially injured by all-pre
vailing Time, may be thus represented in 
Anglo-Saxon characters.



E r e b y c  jpojv o c ^ e l b j i i c  ^ p u T i s L u j i u g :

i. e. E rected  f o r  O cyelbrifs Burial-place.

In  the unsettled orthography o f the early period when this cross was 
set up, probably anterior to the Norman Conquest, Ocyelbrit would ex
press the same name as E gelberht or M thetberht,* which seems to have 
been a common appellation.

I  remain, dear Sir,
Your’s sincerely,

WM. HAMPER.
*  Gibson Chron. Sax. Regular generates, p* 51.


