
XX.— Accounts o f some ancient Wooden Coffins discovered not fa r  
Jrom.Haltwhistle, in the County o f  Northumberland ( one o f  which was 
presented to the Society by the R ig h t  H on. T hos. W a l la c e J t contained 

. in Letters from  L t.-C o l. C o u lso n  and M r, W a lla c e 's  S tew ard s to 
Jo hn  A dam son, Esq .̂,. Secretary.-

BlenMmopp*A‘pftf£®th,>
H ear Sir ,

I n compliance with-your request I  shall make you acquainted with what 
I  know respecting' the Coffin which has been presented to the A ntiqua
rian Society, by my neighbour, M r. W allace, I t  was discovered last 
year, along with several others o f the same description*. by some men 
who* were cutting, a drain about two hundred yards to the north-east o f 
the farm house at W yden Eals, which property belongs to  M r, Wallace, 
and is situate on the north bank o f the river Tyne, two miles above the 
village o f Haltw-histle: it is formed from the boll o f an oak tree which 
has been split by the wedge and hollowed out in a very rough manner 
to adm it the body,, the lid secured a t the head and feet by wooden pins ; 
i t  was lying, a t the depth o f six feet from the surface in  w et clay, 
those in dryer ground were o f course more decayed; few bones were 
found, and those, after being exposed to the air, shortly became dust,. 
As. neither history nor tradition make mention o f any place o f worship 
having ever been near- this spot, it. is, in all probability, a  burial ground 
p f  rem ote antiquity. K ing A rth u r is said- to have been interred in a 
trunk  o f oak hollowed, which the M onk o f G lastonbury calls Sarcophagus 
Ligneus, the most ancient record o f wooden coffins among us.

I  was fortunately on the spot when these relics were found, which 
probably has been the means o f preserving them  from destruction, as I
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had four o f the most perfect immediately removed to Featherstone 
Castle, the seat o f M r. W allace.

I  am, my D ear Sir , Your’s faithfully,
J . B L E N K IN SO PP  C O U LSO N .

Featherstone Castle, March 27, 1825.
Sir ,

M r. W allace has desired me to write to you all particulars relating to 
the finding o f the Coffins, which is as followeth :— T he R ight Hon. Thos. 
Wallace had employed some labourers to drain some swampy ground in 
an estate o f his called W yden Eals, within two miles of Haltwhistle, in 
the county o f Northum berland,' near the side o f the river Tyne. In  
cutting  the main drain they m et with what appeared an oak tree / and, as 
i t  impeded their progress, they g o t an axe to cu t it  out, and, to their sur
prise, it proved to be a coffin, after tha t they took out the remains o f 
four more, in one o f which there was part o f a skull. The coffin I  have 
sent was the  most perfect. The workmen passed several coffins lying 
north and south, very near each other, and about five feet below the sur
face o f the ground. I  think i t  does not adm it o f a doubt th a t it has been 
a place o f interm ent, bu t at what period is uncertain. T here is no 
building or remains o f buildings near the place, except the remains o f 
w hat appears to have been a cottage, and a m odern-built farm house.—  
T he only buildings tha t appear'to  have been o f any particular account 
are Featherstone Castle, the property o f the R igh t Hon. Thos. Wallace, 
the remains o f  Blenkinsopp Castle, the property of Col. Coulson, and of 
Bellister Castle, the property o f M r. Kirsop. T he castles are nearly at 
an equal distance from the place where the coffins were found. Can 
this have been a burying place for the families o f these three castles P 

T he above is the best account I  am able to give ; i f  any further in- 
forriiation is wanted, I  shall be very ready to give it  to the best o f my 
knowledge,

I  am, very respectfully, Sir ,'
. . .  . Your most .obedient servant, -


