Origin and Formation of the Gothic Tongues. 189

XIX.—The Origin and Formation of the Gothic Tongues, but particularly
the Anglo-Saxon. By the Rev J. BoswortH, M. A. F. A. S., Member
of the Royal Society of Literature, Honorary Member of the Copen-
hagen Society for Ancient Northern Literature, &c.; and Vicar of
Little Horwood, Bucks.

I suarr not stop to prove that the European Languages of the Scythian,
Teutonic, or Gothic stock, are related to those of India and Persia, but
take it for granted you will allow, that the stream of population, which,
about the seventh century before the Christian sra, came out of Asia
into Europe, over the Kimmerian Bosphorus, brought with it the pri-
mitive tongue, from which the more recent northern languages have
been derived.* Though I have given a table of these languages in “the
Elements of the Anglo-Saxon,” I shall here lay before you the table of
my friend, Professor Rask, of Copenhagen, as in some points, it is more
systematic than mine.

GOTHIC.
SCANDINAVIAN BRANCH. GERMANIC, OR TEUTONIC BRANCH,
Ancient Scandinavian, or Islandic, which _Very extensive in two subdivisions, being all six dlstmct
was spoken in Norway, Sweden, Den- languages of ancient Germany
mark, Iceland, Greenland, Ferro Isles, ~
Shetland and Orkney Isles, and, for 1. Upper Dialect. 2. Lower Dialect.
a time, at the Court of Rdssxa A \ - A -
A - Mceso-Gothic, Alemanic, Frisic, Old Saxon, Anglo-Saxon.
}[odem Islandic, scarcely distinguishable - and Francic.
from the Ancient Swedish and Danish. — - A —_ ——A ~
Modern Swedish. High Dutch, or German, Low German, English.
Modern Danish. & some other dialects. Dutch. Low Scotch.

The Anglo-Saxon, though not a primitive language, must be interesting
‘to every intelligent Englishman, as it is the parent of his own tongue.

* See Undergellse om det gamle Nordishe eller Islandshe Sprogs Oprindelse af R. R. Rask.

Copenhagen, 1818, 8vo.; Herod. Melp. sec. 5, 6, 7, 11.; Turner’s Hist, of Anglo-Saxons, 3rd edit,
8vo. vol. 1. p. 95. :
. Bb
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It boasts of no meretricious ornaments, but for strength and the philo-
sophical manner of its structure, it is inferior to few, and, therefore,
deserves the careful attention of every philologer. Some knowledge of
the general formation of languages, as well as of those which flow from
the Gothic, may be acquired from an intimate acquaintance with the
structure of the Anglo-Saxon. - '

In investigating the origin of language, we must observe, that a
knowledge of things is conveyed to the mind, through the medium of
the five senses, but chiefly by the sight. An idea, or image of a visible
object is formed in the mind, by means of the eye, and the word which,
when written or spoken, conveys this image of the thing to the mind;
is called a Noun. The general outline, or form of an object would be
first impressed on the mind ; nouns, therefore, appear to be the primi-
tive words in language.*  Nouns which are pronounced by a single
impulse of the voice, and, therefore, called monosyllables, were pro-
bably first formed ; as,

Ec, ac, an oak ; Den, wer, a man ; Moo, mod, the mind.

Compound nouns, in Saxon, often consist of two, or more, indepen-
dent and significant words; as,

Ac, ac, an oak ; copn, corn, a corn ; acconn, accorn, ¢ corn of the

oak, an acorn.

Pen, wer, a man ; heopo, heord, an herd ; Pepheono, werheord,

an herd’s man.

Jin, win, wine ; Tneop, treow, free ; JPintpeop, wintreow, a vine.

€a, ea, watler ; lano, land, land ; €alan, ealand, an island.

- From these few examples, it will be evident that those words, which
‘are generally considered primitive, in the present English, are in reality

1 Many eminent philologers have been of a different opinion. See Bishop of Salisbury’s Essay on
the Study of Antiquities, 2nd edit. p- 89.; Anselm Bayley’s Introduction to Languages, p. 73, &c.
- They say ATy dg, is a fis, from 3T, d&g, fo multiply, or increase ; but would not the image, or gene-
ral figure of the fish be formed on the retina, and from thence be conveyed to the mind, and a mono-
syllablic sound representing that image, be uttered before the property of its great increase could be
observed ? Ishould then rather say, that 27s dg, to act,as & fisk, to increase, or multiply, was formed
from 75 d8g, a fish; for the fish must often have been seen, and.pointed:out.by aname, before its
propertv of great increase had been noticed.
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expressive Saxon compounds; as, Accopn, accorn, a corn of the oak ;
and €alano, ealand, awater-land, or an island. But the use of Saxon in
ascertaining the true meaning of English words, will be best seen in ex- |
plaining a few of those terminations which appear to many to-be inexpli-
cable. The Saxon will unfold the mystery, and prove that many English
terminations are either the whole or part of a significant Saxon word ;
‘oom, dom, signifies judgment, right ; words ending in dom have this sig-
nification; as, cyneoom, cynedom, a king’s right, or kingdom ; composed
of cyne, cyne, a king, and oom, dom. Ric, ric, dominion, and biyceop,
bisceop, @ bishop, make bijceopnic, bisceopric, a biskop’s dominion, or
bishopric. Pave, hade, office, state, and cilo, (pronounced chilo,) a child,
make cilohave, cildhade, a child’s state, or childhood. 8cype, scyre, shire,
share, and ppeoy<c, preost, a priest, make ppeorcrcype, preostscyre, a
priest’s share or parish. €n, er, pen, wer, a man, and peonpm, feorm,
a jfarm, make reopmen, feormer, @ man who farms, a farmer.

Verbs appear to be derived from Nouns. Every Noun, or name of a
thing, which has an existence, must have either an action, or a state of
being, and the word which expresses that action, or state of being, is de-
nominated a Verb. After the general outline of an object was formed
in the mind, the attention would be fixed upon its action, or state of being ;
and, therefore, Verbs were formed subsequently to Nouns. Verbs are
often Nouns applied in a verbal sense ; as, in Hebrew,

3%, déb, a bear ; 27, déb, ke acts as a bear, he murmurs, or grumbles.

#32, k&bés, a lamb ; 132, ké&bés, it acts as a lamb, itis subject, or humble.

Fﬁm, mélek, a king <50, mélek, ke acts as a king, he reigns, or rules.

M), nér, a river ; TN, nér, it acts as a river, it _flows.

Examples occur in Anglo-Saxon; as,

Mxg, meg, power; Meg, maeg, to act with power, to be able, may.

Mor, mo<, an assembly ; moc, mot, fo act as people in an assembly,

to assemble, to meet.

Teon, teon, an accusation ; Teon, teon, to act with accusation, to accuse.

Examples also occur in English ; a, a fear fo0 fear ; a sleep, to sleep ;

" a dream, to dream. '
That Verbs are derived from Nouns admits of ample illustration from
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most languages, but the more ancient and simple the language is, the
more satisfactory and convincing will the examples prove. In'the
Oriental languages. many examples are found: it will be sufficient to
quote a few from the Hebrew.'
"W, ar, @ river 5 TN, aré€r, i acts as a river, it flows, flows away, or
destroys. ‘
N, ack, a brother ; NN, acke, ke acts as a brother, he joins, conso-
ciates.. .
a1, ap, heat, anger; MON, apg, it acts as-heat, it bakes.
!N, 8s, fire, wrath ; BRUN, as€s, it acts as fire, it consumes, ke is wrath.
13, bén, a son; 33, bEnd, ke acts as a son, he builds up, supports his
© father’s house. .
b, a4, poor ; M7, dgle, ke is in the state of the poor, he is exhausted,
. lean.
93, keér, circuit ; ‘73‘\3, kerker, he goes quzc/cly in czrcles, he dances
round.
Instances of Verbs formed from Nouns, are also numerous in Greek ;
they are formed by , the last letter in «w, &gd, I; as,.
Aovres, doulos,” @ slave ; Sovreww, douleud; slave I, or I enslave.
Buos, bios, life, i, biod, life 1, I live.
- AGporn, abTOtE, night ; abporew, abroted, night I, I benight, I err.
Sunes, salos, the sea ; curww, saleud, sea I, I agitate.
Yvgn psuche, a soul Yogew, psuchod, soul I, I soul, or enliven.
"Ouen, OINE, @ WAY 5 o, 01MA0, way I; I make way, or advance.
Examples of Verbs formed from Nouns are numerous in the Gothic
tongues, but particularly in Anglo-Saxon, as the greatest part of Saxon
Verbs are formed from Nouns by the addition of the syllables an, ian,
or.gan, probably formed from—
Knan, anan, or an, an, /o give, to add aneno, anend giving ; anoo,
‘anod, given, &c.’
I}angan, gangan, -or gan, gan, fo go ; Zangeno, gangend going ;.
. Zangeo, ganged, gone.
“Agan, agan, fo possess, to have ; agen‘o agend kavmg, agxo, agaed,
had.
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. 'The terminations derived froiit these Verbs are added to Nouns, and
give a verbal signification ; as, _

Del, dal; a part; -omlan, dé&lan; to give a pait, to divide.

Feopm, feorm; Jood ; péoépman, feorman to have jfood; to jéed or

Jarm.

Ferenp, fefer, a fever ; Ferengan, fefergan, to haveé a ﬁ’wer

Pic, wit; wisdom ; precan; witan, 20 give krowledge; to know.

Moeeso-Gothic Verbs are formed in' the same manner 5 s,

M,\TS, mats, meat; M)NT'G AN, matgan, fo givé meat, to eat.

NAMQ , name, a name ; NAMQ AN, namgan,to gwe a riame, to

. name.

SN\AT, salt, salt ; S NATG AN, saltgan, fo give salt, to season. -

hANKN, haurn, ¢ korn; hAMKNGAN, haurngan, fo give the

horn,. to celebrate with horn trumpet, lo praise.

- Adjectives are formed from the two precéding classes' of words ;
that is, from Nouns or Verbs.. Some Nouns are used as adJectnjes
without any alteration ;- as,

. Déop, deop, the deep, the sea ; 'oeop, deop,- deep.

La®, lath, evil ; 1a%, lath, pernicious. o

Genuine Adjectives are forméd by addmg to’ Nouns' and" Verbs the
terminating syllables an, an; en, en; ed, edy e-nb end’; 13, ig; 11°c,
isc, &¢. 'These are probably derived from an; an; ican, ican; #o gwe,'
to addy; to join ; as, »

]Erc, a@sc, an ask ; en, en, add, give, join ; ®fcen, escen; ask, add,

or:join, something ;- as, ®ycen TReop, esceén treow, an ask’ tree. .

Lrolo, gold, gold ; en, en, add, give, join ; Foloen; golden;-golden.

Lyny lyn, flax ;. en, en, add, &c. ; linen, linen,- Slazen. -

Bloo, blod, blood ; 13, ig, join, &c. 5 blo‘mg, blodlg, bloody.

pie, wit, wisdom ; 13, igs join, §c. 5 preig, witig, wise, witty.

- Dpincan, drincdn, £ drink ; eno, eiid; join, &c: ; ‘Orincens, dnnc-
end, drinking.

Here we see the trie meanirg of the English A'djectives ending'in en
and-y ; as,-blood, bloodsy-; gold, gold-en’;” thatis, add;or joiti'something,
to bloody, golden, such as hand:; making bloody hand, & '
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- Adjectives are formed from Nouns and Verbs by the addlthIl of other
syl]ables 5 as,

Pen, wer, a man; 11c, lic, like ; pephc, werlic, manlike, man{y. '

Luge, lufe, love. ; -Iice, lice, like ; Iuphce, luflice, lovelike, amiable.

Pynne, wynne, pleasure ; yum, sum, some part; pynrum winsum,

some -pleasure, joyful. :

Pype, wyre, work ; yum, sum, some ; pypcyrum, wyrcsum, laborious.

Tung, tung, tongue ; yull, full, plenty ; cungyul, tungful, loguacious.

Percm, wastm; Jruit ; beep, baer, producmg, percmban, Weestm-

beer, . firuitful. ) i - .
Lure, lufe, love ; Tyme, tyme, teem ; lurcyme, luftyme, pleasant.
Lrod, God, God ; ‘cun, cund, born; goocuno, godcund, divine. :
- Ke; ®, law ; FerT, fest; fast Sived ;. ae]:zer'c, aefoest ﬁwed in the law,
pious.
. Feep, feder,. ﬁzther, lear, leas, lost, less ; ]:aebeplear, faedelleas,
- fatherless. .

We cannot fail to observe, that what are now used as adjective termi-
nations, are, in reality, significant words, or fragments of such words in
Saxon. . ‘ , , : '

The comparative terminations op, or; ap, ar; ep, er; and, by trans-
position, pe, re,.are from ap, ar, or ®p, @r, before, in regard to time,
and then to quality and the superlative ayc,ast or wrc, ®st, ﬁrst;“’as, :

A, a, time, ap, ar, ®n, @r, before time, before ; arw, ast, @yr7c, ®st,

Jirst time, foremost. . )

Pir, - wis, wise s Piren, Wlsaar, before in wisdom, wiser ; Pirerc,

 wisest, first in wisdom, wisest.

Those Adjectives which are now ' considered 1rregular, were once
formed by the preceding rule ; as,

Ber, bet good ; becen, beter, better bec-rr, bet st, bet-st, best
_ Poe, woe, bad ; pone, wore, popr, wors; worse ; popy'c, worst, worst.

Ma, ma, muckh ; maapé, meere, more ; maeyc, mast, most.

. Pronouns are thought to be formed from the fragments of Verbs and
Nouns. 'The Pronouns he, he; hic, hit; pe, the; and re, se, may,
perhaps, have their origint from a Verb;.as,
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PrESENT.—Pacan, hatan, fo call ‘to. say. - PERFECT. —Be, ‘he, heo, '
heo, called, said, he ; hac, het, hic, hit, it, said. . . :
. "PRESENT —Dean, thean, 7o 'say. PerrecT.—Da, tha, peo, theo, ‘said,
' ; peec, that, said, that. , R
g Adverbs are formed by constantly using - Nouns in certain cases, or
from.Verbs ;.as, : . .
Ppilum, hwilum, . a’whzle, now ; the dative fcase.of hpile, h.Wile, time,

. moment. . .
_Dancer, thances, freely, gratis; the gemtlve case of panc, thanc,

thank, fa'vour -
Irec, get, get ; the imperative mood of "ore'can, getan, t0 get
Lang, lang, long ; the imperative mood of langan, fo prolong.
Prepositions and Conjunctions are generally formed from Verbs; as -
Iremang, gemang, among ; from Temengan, gemengan, fo mir.
Pipucan, withutan, without ; from pippuran, wirthutan, fo be out.
€ac, eac, also, and ; from eacan, eachan, fo add.
Iny, gif, if; from gipan, gifan, to give. ‘

I have thus briefly traced the formation of the Anglo-Saxon’ language,
that its philosophical structure and great utility, in an etymological
point of view, might be more apparent. The amazing extent and fa-
cility of forming many very expressive compound words, from a few
simple terms, must attract the notice of every Saxon student. Thus
we have a Verb combined with Prepositions.

Scanoen, standen, fo stand.

Agen-rcanoan, agen-standan, fo stand against, oppose.

Ano-pcanoan, and-standan, fo stand back, resist.

Op-rcanoan, of-standan, fo stand off, tarry behind.

Un‘oeﬁ-r%an‘oan, under-standan, fo stand under, bear, to know, or un-

derstand. ‘ )

J1p-rcanoan, with-standan, o stand against, withstand, oppose.

The Anglo-Saxons, like other Gothic nations, were remarkable for
combining several short significant words to express any complex idea.

* Instead of adopting technical terms from other languages, it was their
usual practice to translate theni by a simple combination of the radical
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words, taken from their own nervous language. Hence, for the word
Grammar, the Saxons used the expressive term bé¢-epzepr, boc-craft,
book-craft ; composed of boc, boc, @ book. and cyzpe, creft, eraft, art,
knowledge ; Tungol-cpaeprizg, tungol-craftig, star-crafty, or an astrono-
“mer, which word we have adopted from the Greek ucror, @ star, and youe;,
a law, or rule. })inbepia, winberia, a wine berry, or grape. Nihcburc-
ceprlege, nihtbutterfleye, a night butterfly, blatta, or moth. Indigenous
Saxon words were formed in the same manner; thus, 8tapol-reyrcon,
stathol-freston, fo confirm or fix firmly, is composed of 8tapol, stathol,
a jfoundation, paeyT, feest, firm, fast, and an, an, fo give.



