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XXXVffi .— A ccO u ilt o f  a  G o ld e n  A r m le t  f o u n d  M a r  A sp 'd tr ia  in  Hie 
C o u n ty  o f  C u m b erla n d , co m m u n ica ted  b y  H eM Y  H ow ard , Usty.,' o f  
C o rb y , to  th e  S e c re ta r ie s .

C o rb y  C astle , C a rlis le* S e p t. 27, 1828,
Gentlemen,

A t the suggestion of Mr. Wm. Hamper, I take the liberty to send to 
you the copy of the drawing of an Armlet lately found near Aspatria, 
in this county, which Miss Carlyle has sent me to forward to your So­
ciety, to which I add the interpretation given by Mr. Hamper, which I 
conceive to be the truth. From Miss Carlyle’s account it appears, that 
there are some slight traces of a letter or letters effaced, which coincides 
with Mr. Hamper’s opinion.

I remain, Gentlemen,
With great respect,

Your obedient humble servant, 
HENRY HOWARD.

C o p y  o f  a  L e t t e r  f r o m  M r .  H a m p e r  to  M r .  H o w a r d .
“ The Aspatria T o rq u e s  o r  A r m le t  is a first-rate curiosity, for I do not 

recollect any previous relique of that kind bearing an inscription.
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i. e. FABRICAVIT.
I have full confidence that some other letters (at least a monagram) 

were inscribed upon it denoting the maker’s name.”



In a subsequent letter to Mr. Adamson, Mr. Hamper says, “ that as 
the characters (if any) that are upon it only form a  s in g le  w o r d , which 
may be the same in several dialects of the northern tung, it may seem 
rather presumptuous to give a decided opinion about it.”  And, in 
another letter, he desires it to be stated that he did not see the Armlet 
itself, but only Miss Carlyle’s drawing, because some antiquaries who 
have examined the original, doubt whether the characters are any thing 
more than accidental scratches.

The wood-cut is the size of the Armlet. Its weight is five ounces and 
a half. It is of very pure gold, and was found in the ditch of a hedge, 
near Aspatria, in 1828.


