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XLIV.— A c c o u n t o f  a n  a n c ie n t P itc h e r ,  f o u n d  in  d ig g in g  th e F o u n d a tio n  
f o r  the N e w  G a o l, a t  C a r lis le , in  a  L e t te r  to John Adamson, Esq., 
S e c r e ta r y , b y  Mr. C. Hodgson.

S ir ,

This Pitcher (Plate XII. Fig. % )  was found in digging the foundations 
of the boundary-wall, at the new gaol, at Carlisle, in the old gaol yard, 
and on ground which is said to have formerly been occupied by the 
Black Friars. It lay at the depth of about 15 feet below the surface, 
imbedded in black sludge, intermixed with stones and other rubbish, 
and within a tank (at B in Fig. 1 , Plate XII.), composed of square oak 
frames, covered on the outside with riven oak boards. This tank was ' 
about 7  feet deep. Neither a saw or plane seemed to have been used 
in forming either the boards or frame work of it. Behind the planks, 
it was stuffed all round with,a light blue clay, which is very uncom­
monly found in the neighbourhood of Carlisle; the clay of that district 
being all of a red colour, and such as is usually met with in new red 
sand formations. Besides this Pitcher there was another of simi­
lar. form and manufacture, but smaller, found with it. Several frag- 
ments of red earthen-ware, bearing ornaments in bas-relief, were .found 
in the stratum of rubbish a b o v e  the tank. One thing which I consider 
remarkable in this vessel is, its being covered with a glaze, which I 
suppose is the vitrification of some earth, &c., with a metallic oxide, 
probably lime and oxide of lead. I believe it is not known where the 
clay with which the blue-bodied terra-cotta vessels of this kind are 
made, is found. If this vessel is Roman, I apprehend it was left by 
the very first settlers in this country ; which I infer from the very great 
quantity of Roman earthen-ware and other antiquities which were found 
all over the parts about the tank which have been dug into, and in a 
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stratum of about 4 feet thick over the level part of the ground, 2 feet 
from the present surface, and over the brow inclining towards the river 
Caldew, from 1 2  to 27 feet thick, as in the annexed section. These 
discoveries were made in the course of digging the foundations of the 
new gaol. Coins were found in making these foundations, of Vespasian, 
Trajan, Antoninus Pius, Tacitus, &c. h e . ,  and a great quantity of urns 
containing bones.

The shoe-soles or sandals, sent herewith (Pigs. 3 and 4, Plate XII.), 
were found at A, as dotted on the Section, about 17 feet below the sur­
face. I think they must be Roman, as a quantity of red Roman pot­
tery, &c. was found with them. Their being formed right and left, as 
well as being studded with hemispherical hob-nails, shews that these 
contrivances are not of modern invention.*

I am, Sir,
Your obedient Servant,

C. HODGSON.

*  G reat num bers o f  shoes o f  various sizes, b o o ts , and oth er articles o f  leather have b een  dug ou t  

o f  a very  large heap o f  dung and rubbish , near the  ruins o f  the bath , at the R o m a n  S ta tion , ca lled  

W h itle y  C astle , in  S ou th  T indale. T h e  shoes are all m ade right and  le ft, clinker-bu ilt, and studded  

w ith  hob-nails, like the specim ens w h ich  m y b roth er here  describes, and transm itted to  the S o c ie ty . 

T h e  dung-heap a lso con ta ins fragm ents o f  R om a n  earthen-w are, glass, and oth er  curiosities. H orses  

o r  m ule ’ s shoes have b een  fo u n d  in  i t a n d  in p laces it is intim ately m ixed  w ith the m oss , ca lled  in 

B o ta n y , hypnum squarrosum, w h ich  I  su p p ose  to  have b een  u sed  as bedd in g fo r  the anim als that have 

p ro d u ce d  it. I t  is very  rem arkable, that the  p roperties  o f  this dung as m anure, have been  very  little  im ­

paired , fo r  the  p rop rietor o f  the  grou n d  u p on  w h ich  it is situated, has used  it u p o n  his grass land w ith 

the  m ost beneficia l effects ,* and thinks it very  little  in ferior fo r  that pu rp ose  to  fresh  stable m anure.
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