
X i y n W w  I n q u i r y  in t o  th e  S t a t e  o f  L i t e r a t u r e  a n d  th e A r t s  a m o n g  

th e  a n c ie n t  T u s c a n s ,  b y  J . M a c  G r e g o r , E s q .

I n  th e  sp ir it  o f  c o n je c tu r a l h is to r y , i t  h a s  b e e n  a  su p p o sitio n  o f  la te , 

c h e r is h e d  b y  s o m e  a m o n g  th e  leai’n e d  a n d  c u r io u s , th a t  th e  n o b le  p ile s ,  

■whose r u in s  r e m a in  a t  P aestu m , as w e ll  as th e  v a r io u s  e x is t in g  m o n u ­

m e n ts  o f  t h e  arts o f  a n tie n t  E tr u r ia , h a v e  b e e n  th e  p r o d u c t  o f  s c ie n c e  

a n d  im p r o v e m e n t , n o t  d e r iv e d  fr o m  G r e e c e  or th e  E a s t , b u t  th e  n a tiv e  

g r o w th  o f  I t a l y ;  o r , h o w e v e r , th a t , w h e th e r  I t a ly  r e c e iv e d  th e  arts  

fr o m  th e  lo f t y  p la in s  o f  T a r t a r y , o r  fr o m  th e  s u b m e r g e d  A t la n t i c  c o n ­

t in e n t , sh e  h a d  th e m  b e fo r e  G r e e c e ,  a n d  a t  le a s t  a ssiste d  th e  E a s te r n  

n a tio n s  in  c o m m u n ic a t in g  t h e m  to  th a t  c o u n tr y .

T h i s  o p in io n , w h ic h  a p p e a rs  to  h a v e  o r ig in a te d  w ith  th e  A b b e  P e r r o n ,  

a n d  t o  h a v e  b e e n  w id e ly  p r o p a g a te d  b y  th e  p e n  o f  th e  p h ilo s o p h ic  

B a il l i ,  is  n o t , so  fa r  as I  h a v e  b e e n  a b le  to  tra c e  it , fo u n d e d  u p o n  h is ­

to r ic a l r e c o r d s  •, b u t  as it  h a s  b e e n  v e r y  g e n e r a lly  a d o p te d , a n d  n o t  y e t  

fo r m a lly  r e fu te d , I  h a v e  v e n tu r e d  to  c o n s id e r  an  h is to r ic a l d isc u ss io n  

o f  th e  q u e stio n  r e s p e c t in g  th e  r e m o te  c iv iliz a tio n  o f  th e  a n c ie n t  T u s c a n s ,  

a  s u b je c t  w o r th y  o f  y o u r  a tte n tio n  o n  th e  p r e se n t  o c c a s io n .

W i t h  r e g a r d  to  th e  o r ig in  o f  th is  p e o p le , H e r o d o t u s  in fo r m s  u s ,*  th a t  

th e y  w e r e  a  c o lo n y  fr o m  L y d i a ,  w h o  e m ig r a te d  u n d e r  th e  c o n d u c t  o f  

T y r r h e n u s , so n  o f  A t y s ,  K i n g  o f  L y d i a ,  a b o u t  B . C .  7 0 0 * “  A l m o s t  a ll

th e  w riters  o f  a n t iq u ity ,”  sa y s M r .  D u n l o p ,t  “  th o u g h  v a r y in g  in  p a r ­

tic u la r s , h a v e  fo llo w e d , in  g e n e r a l , th e  tra d it io n  o f  H e r o d o t u s  c o n c e r n ­

in g  th e  d e s c e n t  o f  th e  E tr u s c a n s . C ic e r o , S tr a b o , V e l le iu s  P a te r c u lu s , 

S e n e c a , P lin y , P lu ta r c h , S e rv iu s , a n d  C a tu llu s , a ll affirm  th a t  th e y  c a m e  

fr o m  L y d i a .  T h e  a c c o u n t  o f  th e  d e p a rtu r e  o f  th e  c o lo n y  b y  H e r o d o t u s  

is e x c e e d in g ly  p la u s ib le , a n d  its  tru th  a p p e a rs to  b e  c o r r o b o r a te d ,, i f  n ot,

* Lib. i. ,c. 7. f  Hist. Roman Literature, vol. i. p. 6-7.



c o n fir m e d , b y  c e r ta in  r e s e m b la n c e s  in  th e  la n g u a g e , r e lig io n , a n d  p a s ­

t im e s  o f  t h e  L y d ia n s , a n d  o f  th e  a n c ie n t  E t r u s c a n s . T h e  m a n n e r s , 

to o , a n d  c u s to m s  o f  t h e  L y d ia n s , d id  n o t  d iffer  e s s e n tia lly  fr o m  th o s e  

o f  th e  G r e e k s  ;  a n d  th e  P r in c e s  o f  L y d i a ,  lik e  th e  S o v e r e ig n s  o f  P e rs ia , 

b e in g  a c c u s t o m e d  t o  e m p lo y  P h o e n ic ia n  o r  E g y p t ia n  sa ilo rs , t h e  c o lo n y  

o f  L y d ia n s  w h ic h  s e tt le d  in  I t a ly , m ig h t  th u s  c o n ta in  a  m ix t u r e  o f  s u c h  

p e o p le , a n d  p r e s e n t  th o s e  a p p e a r a n c e s  w h ic h  h a v e  le d  s o m e  A n t iq u a r ie s  

t o  c o n s id e r  th e  E tr u s c a n s  as P h o en ic ia n s  o r  E g y p t ia n s , w h ile  o th e r s  h a v e  

r e g a r d e d  t h e m  as G r e e k s .”

T h e  w r ite r s  o f  th e  A n c i e n t  U n i v e r s a l  H i s t o r y  h a v e  e x e r te d  th e ir  

u s u a l d ilig e n c e  u p o n  th is  s u b je c t . “  I t a l y ,”  sa y  t h e y , “  in  a n c ie n t  

t im e s , w a s  p a r c e le d  o u t  in to  m a n y  p e t t y  s ta te s . I n  a fte r  a g e s , w h e n  

th e  G a u ls  s e t t le d  in  th e  w e s te r n , a n d  th e  G r e e k s  in  t h e  e a ste rn  p r o ­

v in c e s , i t  w a s  d iv id e d  in to  th r e e  g r e a t  p a r ts , G a ll ia  C isa lp in a , I t a ly  

p r o p e r ly  so  c a lle d , a n d  M a g n a  G r e c ia . I t a l y  c o m p r e h e n d e d  E t r u r ia ,  

U m b r ia , S a b in iu m , L a t iu m , P is c e n u m , th e  c o u n tr ie s  o f  th e  V e s t in i ,  

M a r r u c in i , P e lig n i , M a r s i , F r e n ta n i , S a m n ite s , H ir p in i ,  C a m p a n i, a n d  

P is c e n tin i. E tr u r ia  w a s  d iv id e d  in to  t w e lv e  tr ib e s , e a c h  o f  w h ic h  h a d  

th e ir  p e c u lia r  c i t y  w h e n c e  t h e y  b o r r o w e d  th e ir  n a m e s . T h e  m o d e r n  

n a m e s  o f  th e se  c itie s  a re  B o ls e n a , C h iu s i, P e r u g ia , C o r to n a , A r e z z o ,  

C iv ita , C a s te lla n a , V o lt e r r a , G r o s s e t o , a n d  C e r v e t e r o ;  V e i i ,  C erae, 

a n d  T a r q u in ii  b e in g  in  r u in s . T h e y  h a d  t w e lv e  o th e r  c itie s  o n  th e  

c o a st , a n d  t w e lv e  o r  th ir te e n  in la n d . T h e  E tr u r ia n s  w e re  a lso  c a lle d  

T u s c a n s , a n d  b y  th e  G r e e k s  T y r r h e n ia n s  ; b o th  G r e e k  a n d  L a t in  

a u th o r s  b r in g  t h e m  fr o m  L y d i a .  W h e n  th e y  a rr iv e d  in  I t a ly  t h e y  t o o k  

p o sse ss io n  o f  th e  c o u n t r y  o f  th e  U m b r ia n s , w h o m  t h e y  d r o v e  o u t . I t  

la y  b e t w e e n  th e  A d r ia t ic  S e a  a n d  th e  A p p e n i n e s ; t h e y  p o sse sse d  

th e m s e lv e s  a fte r w a rd s  o f  th e  te r r ito r ie s  o f  N o la  a n d  C a p u a , a n d  o f  a l­

m o s t  a ll th e  sea  c o a s t  w h ic h  fr o m  th e m  t o o k  t h e  n a m e  o f  T y r r h e n ia n .  

T h e s e  c o u n tr ie s  t h e y  h e ld  u n til  th e  in v a s io n  o f  th e  G a u ls , b y  w h o m  

th e y  w e r e  d r iv e n  fr o m  t h e  c o a s t  o f  th e  H a d r ia t ic ,  a n d  fr o m  C a m p a n ia  

b y  th e  L a t in s , b y  w h ic h  th e y  w e r e  c o n fin e d  t o  th e  sm a ll te r r ito r y  w h ic h  

lie s  b e t w e e n  th e  M a c r a  a n d  th e  T i b e r ,  a n d  is  c a lle d  b y  a ll th e  a n ­

c ie n ts , H e t r u r ia .” *



A n o t h e r  le a r n e d  w r ite r  in fo r m s  u s , th a t  th e  first in h a b ita n ts  o f  I t a ly  

a p p e a r  to  h a v e  b e e n  I lly r ia n s  o r  T h r a c ia n s , C a n ta b r ia n s , C e lts , P e la s -  

g ia n s , a n d  E tr u r ia n s . “  T h e  C e l t s ,”  h e  a d d s , “  m a y  b e  im a g in e d  to  

h a v e  e m ig r a te d  fr o m  A s i a  a fte r  t h e  Ib e r ia n s , a n d  b e fo r e  th e  T h r a c ia n s  

a n d  P e la sg ia n s , s e t t lin g  p r in c ip a lly  in  G a u l ,  a n d  sp r e a d in g  p a r tly  in to  

I t a ly , u n d e r  th e  n a m e  o f  A u s o n ia n s  a n d  U m b r ia n s . T h e  E tr u r ia n s  a n d  

U m b r ia n s  w e r e  o r ig in a lly  a  b r a n c h  o f  th e  C e lts  fr o m  R h se tia , as is  

s h o w n  b y  th e  s im ila r ity  o f  th e  n a m e s  o f  p la c e s  as w e ll as b y  r e m a in s  o f  

T u s c a n  a rt  fo u n d  in  th a t  p a r t  o f  th e  T y r o l ;  th e y  a re  s u p p o s e d  t o  h a v e  

e n te r e d  I t a l y  b y  T r e n t ,  a b o u t  th e  y e a r  1 0 0 0 ,  B .  C . ,  a n d  t o  h a v e  a fte r ­

w a r d s  im p r o v e d  th e ir  ta s te  a n d  w o r k m a n s h ip , u n d e r  D e m a r a tu s , o f  

C o r in th , w h o  s e t t le d  in  E tr u r ia , 6 6 3  B .  C . , ,#

H it h e r t o ,  o u r  a u th o r it ie s , a n d  t h e y  are  a m p le , a re  u n a n im o u s ly  a g a in st  

th e  n o t io n  o f  th e  E tr u r ia n s  b e in g  a b o r ig in e s  o f  I t a ly ,  a lth o u g h  th e  

le a r n e d  a u th o r  o f  th e  a rtic le  a llu d e d  t o  in  th e  Q u a r t e r l y  R e v i e w ,  d iffers  

fr o m  H e r o d o t u s  in  r e g a r d  t o  th e ir  fo r e ig n  d e r iv a t io n . B u t ,  b e s id e s  

th is  c o p io u s  a tte s ta t io n , th e r e  a re  d iffic u ltie s  o f  a n o th e r  n a tu r e  t o  b e  

s u r m o u n te d  b y  th o s e  w h o  c o n t e n d  fo r  th e ir  b e in g  “  m e n  o f  th e  so il j ”  

t h e y  w ill  h a v e  to  f ix  th e  o r ig in a l lo c a l i t y  o f  m o s t  o f  th e  n u m e r o u s  s a v a g e  

tr ib e s  w h o  fo r m e r ly  o c c u p ie d  I t a l y ,  a n d  w h o , fr o m  v a r io u s  c a u se s  in c i­

d e n t  t o  su c h  a  c o n d it io n  o f  l i fe , w e r e  fr e q u e n t ly  c o m p e lle d  t o  c h a n g e  

th e ir  a b o d e .

P l in y , fo r  in s ta n c e , m e n tio n s  t h a t  o ld  L a t iu m  w a s  s u c c e s s iv e ly  o c c u ­

p ie d  b y  th e  A b o r ig in e s , P e la s g i , A r c a d ia n s , S ic ilia n s , A r u n c a n e s , a n d  

R u t il ia n s — th a t  th e  L ig u r ia n s  c h a n g e d  th e ir  sea ts t h i r t y  t im e s — th a t  

E tr u r ia  o fte n  c h a n g e d  its  n a m e , a n d  w as s u c c e s s iv e ly  o c c u p ie d  b y  th e  

U m b r i a n s ,  P e la sg ia n s , a n d  L y d i a n s .t  T h e  sa m e  a u th o r  in fo r m s  u s , 

t h a t  in  L a t iu m , w h ic h  a n c ie n t ly  e x t e n d e d  fr o m  th e  T i b e r  to  th e  L ir is ,  

f i f ty -th r e e  sta te s  h a v e  p e r is h e d  w it h o u t  le a v in g  a  tr a c e  b e h i n d ;  a n d , 

t h a t  a c c o r d in g  to  th e  r e p o r t  o f  M u t ia n u s , th e  c o n s u l, th e  P o m p tin e  

M a r s h  w a s o n c e  a  d r y  p la in , in  w h ic h  s to o d  t w e n t y  th r e e  c itie s  {  A m i d

* Quarterly Review, vol. x. art. 12.— Supposed to be by the late Dr. Young.
f  I4b. iii. ch. 5.
J  Idem Iliedem.



th e se  p o lit ic a l a n d  n a tu r a l d is lo c a tio n s , it  se e m s  im p o s s ib le  t o  fix, in  th e  

a b se n c e  o f  p o s it iv e  h is to r y , th e  c h o r o g r a p h ic a l p o s it io n  o f  u n s e tt le d  

tr ib e s  w h o se  r e m o te  a n tiq u ity  d e p r iv e s  u s o f  a ll p a r tic u la r  k n o w le d g e  

o f  th e m .

T h e  c o u n t r y  in  w h ic h  th e  L y d ia n s  u lt im a te ly  s e tt le d  w as th e  d is tr ic t  

o f  I t a ly  p r o p e r , n o w  k n o w n  as th e  S ta te  o f  T u s c a n y , w h ic h  e x t e n d s  

fr o m  th e  m o u th  o f  th e  T i b e r  1 5 0  m ile s  w e stw a r d , c o n fin in g  o n  th e  te r ­

r ito rie s  o f  L u c c a  a n d  G e n o a  in  th a t  d ir e c t io n , w ith  a  b re a d th  o f  n e a r ly  

1 0 0  m ile s  in la n d . I n  th e ir  p r im it iv e  s ta te , h o w e v e r , th e y  a p p e a r  n o t  to  

h a v e  b e e n  c o n fin e d  t o  th e  lim its  w h ic h  p r e s e r v e  th e ir  n a m e . P o ly b iu s  

s t a t e s ,*  th a t  th e  T y r r h e n ia n s  o c c u p ie d  p a r t  o f  C is a lp in e  G a u l  b e y o n d  

th e  P o . I t  w o u ld  se e m  th a t  th e y  c h ie fly  in h a b ite d  th e  w e st  o f  L o m ­

b a r d y , b u t  th e ir  s e t t le m e n ts  m a y  b e  t r a c e d  e a stw a rd  t o  th e  sh o res  o f  

th e  A d r ia t ic . T h e y  w e re  d isp o sse sse d  o f  th e ir  T r a n s p a d a n e  territo ries  

b y  th e  G a u ls , w h o  v a n q u is h e d  th e m  in  th e  n e ig h b o u r h o o d  o f  th e  T e s in o ,  

a b o u t  th e  y e a r  6 0 0  B . C . ,  w h e n  th e y  fo u n d e d  M i la n  in  th e  c o u n tr y  o f  

th e  In s u b r e s .

After this, according to Polybius, they settled in Campania, in the 
country round Capua and Nola called then, the Phlegrcean fields, where 
they gained great fame by their exploits. “ Whatever,” he adds, “ we 
read in history concerning the ancient dynasties and fortunes of 
this people,' must all be referred, not to the country which they possess 
at present, but to the plains just mentioned, whose fertility and’extent 
afforded them the means of becoming great and powerful.

Here an historical difficulty occurs. From Herodotus, we learn that 
the Etruscans first settled in Tuscany before the Trojan war. After 
this, from other respectable authors, we find Etruscans in Lombardy 
beyond the Po, who possessed‘the country from Liguria, at the foot of 
the Western Alps, to .the territories of the Veneti at the head of the 
Adriatic. Afterwards, according to Polybius and Livy, we find them 
in Campania Felix ( C a m p i  P h l e g r c e i ) ,  a district situated 1 5 0  miles 
south of Etruria proper, or Tuscany, the intervening country being oc­
cupied by the Latins, the Volsci, and the Ausones. Thus we have a

* Gen. Hut. B, ii. ch. 2.



n o r th e r n , m id d le , a n d  so u th e r n  E tr u r ia , e a c h  a t a  g r e a t  d is ta n c e  fr o m  

th e  o th er , a n d  w h o se  r e la tiv e  p o s it io n s  M r .  N ie b u h r  h a s  in d ic a te d  in  

a  m a p  o f  th e  a n c ie n t  n a tio n s  o f  I t a l y ,  p r e fix e d  to  th e  tra n sla tio n  o f  h is  

R o m a n  H i s t o r y .  W h i c h  o f  th e  th r e e  is th e  m o th e r  c o u n tr y  as r e g a r d s  

I t a ly , se e m s still p r o b le m a t ic a l . L i v y ,  h o w e v e r , says ( L i b .  v . c . 3 3 ) ,  

th a t th e  R haetii a n d  o th e r  A l p i n e  tr ib e s  w e r e  E tr u s c a n s  o f  th e  p la in , 

w h o  r e tir e d  fr o m  t h e  in v a d in g  G a u ls  to  th e  A l p s .  F r o m  h is to r y , w e  

lik e w ise  le a r n , t h a t  o b s c u r e  tra d itio n s  e x is te d  r e s p e c tin g  th e  c a p tu r e  o f  

P isa  a n d  th e  s u r r o u n d in g  c o u n tr y , fr o m  th e  U m b r i , b y  th e  T y r r h e n ia n s ,  

a n d  th is  l in e  o f  c o n q u e s t  se e m s to  b e  p o in te d  o u t  b y  P l in y  (i i i .  8 ) ,  

w h o  sa y s , th a t  t h e  U m b r i , th e  m o s t  a n c ie n t  n a tio n  in  I t a ly , w e r e  d is ­

p o s s e s s e d  b y  th e  P e la s g i ; a  te r m  w h ic h  w ill  h e r e  a p p r o p r ia te ly  a p p ly  

t o  th e  L y d ia n  e m ig r a n ts , a n d  th e  c ir c u m s ta n c e  is c o r r o b o r a te d  b y  

D io n y s iu s  a n d  S tr a b o , w h o  s ta te , th a t  th e  T u s c a n s  a c q u ir e d  b y  c o n ­

q u e s t  F a le r ii , G r o v isc se , A ls iu m , F e s c e n n iu m , a n d  S a tu r n ia . F u r th e r ,  

as th e  a c c o u n t  o f  H e r o d o t u s , r e s p e c t in g  th e  L y d ia n  m ig r a t io n , w a s u n i­

v e r sa lly  r e c e iv e d  in  th e  t im e  o f  L i v y ,  a n d  as h e  e n u m e r a te s  e ig h t  

E tr u s c a n  sta tes  ( l i b .  x x v ii i .  c . 4 5 ) ,  w h o  s p o n ta n e o u s ly  fo r w a r d e d  th e  

a rm a m e n ts  o f  S c ip io , a ll w ith in  th e  k in g d o m  o f  T u s c a n y , i t  se e m s p r o ­

b a b le , th a t  th is  k in g d o m  w a s th e  o r ig in a l E tr u r ia . I f ,  o n  th e  c o n tr a r y , 

t h e y  w e r e  a  C e lt ic  tr ib e , as s u p p o se d  b y  th e  w r ite r  a llu d e d  t o  in  th e  

Q u a r t e r l y  R e v i e w ,  th e  p r o b a b ility  w o u ld  g o  in  fa v o u r  o f  C isa lp in e  G a u l .  

H o w  th e y  c a m e  to  fo r m  im p o r ta n t  e s ta b lish m e n ts  in  C a m p a n ia  is e q u a lly  

u n c e r ta in . D io n y s iu s  ( l ib .  i. c . 2 5 - 2 9 )  sa y s , th a t  b y  T y r r h e n ia , th e  

G r e e k s  u n d e r s to o d  a ll th e  w estern * c o a s t  o f  I t a ly , fr o m  th e  B a y  o f  

N a p le s  to  b e y o n d  th e  A r n o ,  th u s  in c lu d in g  th e  c a n to n s  b e tw e e n  th e  

V u lt u r n u s  a n d  th e  T i b e r .

V e lle iu s  P a te r c u lu s  in fo r m s  u s ( l ib . i . c . 7 )> th a t  C a p u a  a n d  N o la  

w e r e  fo u n d e d  fo r t y -e ig h t  y e a r s  b e fo r e  R o m e ,  • b y  th e  E tr u s c a n s , w h o  

a p p e a r , fr o m  S tr a b o , to  h a v e  a lso  p o sse sse d  t w e lv e  c itie s  in  th is  q u a rte r . 

A g a i n ,  L i v y  s ta te s  ( l i b .  iv . c . 3 7 ) ,  th a t  t h e y  w e r e  d e fe a te d  b y  th e  

S a m n ite s  a t  V u lt u r n u m  or C a p u a , in  th e  y e a r  o f  th e  c ity  3 1 8 ,  so  th a t  

t h e y  m u s t  h a v e  p o sse sse d  th is  d is tr ic t  3 6 6  y e a r s . A f t e r  th is  d a te , th e  

C a m p a n ia n  T u s c a n s  d isa p p e a r . F r o m  th e  R o m a n  h is to r y , h o w e v e r , it



is  e v id e n t , th a t  n e ith e r  th e  n o r th e r n  n o r  th e  s o u th e r n  E tr u s c a n s  w e r e  

th e  p e o p le  w ith  w h o m  th e  e a r ly  R o m a n s  c o n t e n d e d  fo r  s u c h  a  le n g t h  

o f  t im e  ;  a n d  fr o m  w h o m  t h e y  a re  sa id  to  h a v e  b o r r o w e d  m a liy  p o n t i ­

fic a l a n d  m ilita r y  i n s t i t u t i o n s ;  fo r  t h e y  h a d  n o  c o m m u n ic a t io n  w ith  

sta te s  a t  a  d is ta n c e  fro m ] th e  sp h e re  o f  th e ir  m ilita r y  o p e r a tio n s . N o r  

a re  th e  so u th e r n  E tr u s c a n s  to  b e  id e n tifie d  w ith  th e  n o r th e r n  h o r d e ,  

w h o  w e r e  d is lo d g e d  b y  th e  G a u ls  in  th e  r e ig n  o f  A n c u s  M a r t iu s , fo r  

t h e  fo r m e r  a re  n o t ic e d  as se a te d  in  C a m p a n ia  1 5 4  y e a rs  b e fo r e  t h e  i n ­

v a s io n  o L  th e  G a u ls . T h e  q u e s t io n  o f  th e  p r im it iv e  se a t  o f  t h e  E t r u s ­

c a n s  in  I t a ly ,  a p p e a rs , u p o n  th e  w h o le , to  b e  o n e  o f  d iffic u lty . T h e  

te n o u r  o f  a n c ie n t  h is to r y  se e m s  to  fa v o u r  th e  c la im  o f  T u s c a n y  t o  th is  

d is t in c t io n , a n d  th a t  th e  o th e r s  w e r e  c o lo riie s  fr o m  t h e n c e ;  th e  so u th e r n ,  

in  a ll p r o b a b ilit y , h a v in g  g o n e  b y  se a . B u t  I  a m  n o t  sa tis fie d , th a t  

th e s e  e v e r  a tta in e d  t o  th a t  d e g r e e  o f  p o lit ic a l  p o w e r  a n d  sk ill in  th e  

arts w h ic h  P o ly b iu s  s u p p o s e s ;  fo r  th e  G r e e k s , w h o  s e t t le d  in  th is c o u n tr y  

in  th e  e ig h th  c e n tu r y  B .  C . ,  w e r e  th e n  p r o s p e r o u s  a n d  p o w e r fu l. N o r  

d o  I  th in k  th o se  sp e c im e n s  o f  a rt  w h ic h  h a v e  b e e n  fo u n d .i n  th is  d is tr ic t  

a n  a r g u m e n t  in  fa v o u r  o f  h is  o p in io n , b e c a u s e  t h e y  w e r e  n o t  n e c e s s a r ily  

m a n u fa c tu r e d  o n  th e  s p o t . B e s id e s , P o ly b iu s , w h o  e v in c e s  su c h  p e n e ­

tra tio n  as a n  h isto r ia n  o f  h is  o w n  t im e s , is  t o  b e  r e a d  w ith  c a u tio n , in .  

r e g a r d  t o  m a tte r s  o f  r e m o te  a n t iq u ity , w h ic h  h e  d e s p is e d  as fa b u lo u s .  

L e a v in g  th is  in tr ic a c y , I  p r o c e e d  t o  a  fe w  o b s e r v a tio n s  o n  th e  sta te  o f  

th e ir  L it e r a t u r e .

On this head, Mr. Dunlop observes, from Lanzi, the most correct 
writer on the subject, that whatever may have been their descent, their 
religion, learning, language, and arts, must be referred to a Greek 
origin, and not to the Egyptians, as Gori and Caylus supposed. The 
period of Etruscan perfection in the arts, and the formation of those 
vases which we now admire, was posterior, he maintains, to the subju­
gation of Etruria by the Romans, and, at a time when an intercourse 
with Greece had rendered the Etruscans familiar with models of Gre­
cian perfection. As to the language, he does not, indeed, deny, that 
all languages came originally from the East, and that many Greek 
words sprang from Hebrew roots ; but there are in the Etruscan tongue,



h e  asserts, su c h  c le a r  tr a c e s  o f  H e lle n is m , o r -a n c ie n t  G r e e k , p a r tic u ­

la r ly  in  th e  n a m e s  o f  G o d s  a n d  h e r o e s , th a t  i t  is im p o s s ib le  t o  a sc r ib e  

its  o rig in  to  a n y  o th e r  s o u r c e . I n  p a r tic u la r , h e  a tte m p ts  t o  s h o w , 

fr o m  th e  “ in sc r ip tio n s  o n  th e  E u g u b ia n  T a b le s , th a t  th e  E tr u s c a n  

la n g u a g e  w a s th e  i E o l i c  G r e e k , s in c e  it  h as n e ith e r  th e  m o n o s y lla b le s  

c h a ra c te r is tic  o f  n o r th e r n  to n g u e s , n o r  th e  a ffix es a n d  su ffixes p e c u lia r  

to  o rie n ta l d ia le c ts .*

T h e  d iffu sio n  o f  th e  la n g u a g e  a n d  arts o f  G r e e c e  m a y  b e  n a tu r a lly  

a ttr ib u te d  t o  th e  n u m e r o u s  c o lo n ie s , c h ie fly  p f  A c h a e a n s  o f  P e lo p o n n e ­

su s, a n d  o f  D o r ia n s , w h o  s e tt le d  in  I t a ly , a b o u t  th e  c o m m e n c e m e n t  o f  

th e  R o m a n  aera. M r .  M it fo r d , in  h is H i s t o r y  o f  G r e e c e , f  in fo r m s  u s , 

th a t  th e  L ig u r ia n s  w e r e  s u p p o se d  a  c o lo n y  fr o m  G r e e c e  ; a n d  th a t  P isa  

a n d  C eras, in  T u s c a n y , F o r  m i s ,  A n t i u m , A r ic ia , A r d e a , T i b u r ,  a n d  

P ro e n este , in  L a t iu m , a n d  e v e n  R o m e  its e lf , w e r e  h e ld  t o  b e  G r e c ia n  

to w n s . H e  o b se r v e s , fu r th e r , th a t  “  a  c o lo n y  o f  la te r  d a te , a n d  c o n ­

c e r n in g  w h ic h  te s t im o n y  is m o r e  a m p le  a n d  m o r e  p r e c is e , m a y  h a v e  

c a rr ie d  s c ie n c e  a n d  th e  arts in to  T u s c a n y , in  a  sta te  o f  a t  le a s t  as m u c h  

a d v a n c e m e n t  as t h e y  se e m  e v e r  t o  h a v e  a tta in e d  t h e r e . I t  w a s  le d  b y  

D e m a r a tu s , o f  C o r in th , u p o n  o c c a s io n  o f  th e  r e v o lu t io n  o f  th a t  c ity ,  

th r o u g h  w h ic h  th e  d e m o c r a tic a l p a r ty  u n d e r  C y p s e lu s , b e c a m e  m a ste r s  

o f  th e  g o v e r n m e n t , w h e n  th e  o lig a r c h ic a l c h ie fs , a n d  p a r tic u la r ly  th e  

fa m ily  o f  th e  B a c c h ia d s , o f  w h ic h  D e m a r a tu s  is sa id  to  h a v e  b e e n  o n e , 

fo u n d  i t  n e c e ssa r y  t o  se e k  s e tt le m e n ts  e lse w h e r e . D e m a r a tu s  fo u n d  

in  T a r q u in ii , th e  p r in c ip a l c ity  o f  T u s c a n y , a  sa fe  a n d  h o n o u r a b le  r e ­

tre a t  fo r  h im s e lf  a n d  d e p e n d e n ts . H e  m a r r ie d  a  la d y  o f  h ig h  r a n k  

th e r e , a n d  d ie d  in  th e  p e a c e a b le  p o sse ss io n  o f  w e a lth , th e n  e s te e m e d  

e x tr a o r d in a r y . H i s  so n , T a r q u in iu s  P r is c u s , b e c a m e  K i n g  o f  R o m e ,  

b y  e le c t io n  o f  th e  R o m a n  p e o p le . “  T h e  c o n c u r r e n c e  o f  te s t im o n ie s ,”  

sa y s  M r .  M it fo r d , “  b o t h  G r e e k  a n d  R o m a n , to  th e se  fa c ts  o f  so  e a r ly  a n  

a g e , se e m s to  g o  fa r  to w a r d s  p r o v in g  o n e  o f  tw o  t h i n g s ; e ith e r  t h a t  

t h e  T u s c a n s , a n d  i t  m ig h t  b e  a d d e d , th e  R o m a n s , e s te e m e d  th e  C o ­

r in th ia n s  a  k in d r e d  p e o p le , o r  th a t  t h e y  fo u n d  th e m  a p e o p le  su p e rio r  

to  th e m s e lv e s  in  a rts  a n d  g e n e r a l k n o w le d g e .”

* Hist, of Roman Literature, v. i. pp. 15, 16,17- ' t  Vol. ii. p. 277-8.
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T h e  w r ite r  o f  th e  a r t ic le .in  th e  Q u a r t e r l y  R e v i e w ,  a l lu d e d  t o  a b o v e , 

sa y s , th a t  “  th e  L a t i n  is  e v id e n t ly  d e r iv e d  fr o m  th e  C e lt ic ,  m ix e d  w ith  

G r e e k , b e c a u s e  R o m e , fr o m  its  s itu a tio n , w o u ld  n a t u r a lly  r e c e iv e  m u c h  

o f  th e  la n g u a g e  o f  th e s e  v a r io u s  n a tio n s , a n d  m u c h  o f  G r e e k  fr o m  th e  

s o u th  o f  I t a ly .  I t s  c h a r a c te r  as a  d e r iv a tiv e  la n g u a g e  m a y  b e  o b s e r v e d  

in  th e  a d o p tio n  o f  in s u la te d  t e r m s , in d e p e n d e n tly  o f  th e  s im p le r  w o r d s  

fr o m  w h ic h  t h e y  a re  d e d u c e d .”  I t  th u s  a p p e a rs , th a t  th e  G r e e k s  w e r e  

a  m o r e  in flu e n tia l p e o p le  in  I t a l y  in  th e  first a g e  o f  R o m e , th a n  th e  

E tr u r ia n s , a n d  th e ir  la n g u a g e  m o r e  p r e v a le n t  th a n  th e  T u s c a n . S o m e  

im a g in e  fr o m  th e  r e s e m b la n c e  o f  th e  E tr u s c a n  le tte r s  t o  th e  P h o e n ic ia n , 

a n d  fr o m  th e  la tte r  p e o p le  h a v in g  e s ta b lish e d  fa c to r ie s  r o u n d  th e  c o a st  

o f  I t a ly  in  r e m o te  t im e s , th a t  th e  fo r m e r  w e r e  in d e b t e d  t o  th e m  fo r  

th e ir  a lp h a b e t , a n d  th e  arts w h ic h  t h e y  p r a c t is e d . B u t , B o c h a r t  e x ­

p re sse s  h is  b e lie f , th a t  th e  E t r u s c a n  arts w e r e  d e r iv e d  fr o m  G r e e c e ,  

a n d  d e n ie s  th a t  th e r e  is  a n y  r e s e m b la n c e  in  th e  la n g u a g e s  o f  E tr u r ia  

a n d  P h o e n ic ia .*

T h e  p o v e r t y  o f  th e  E tr u s c a n  L ite r a tu r e  is m o r e  p a r tic u la r ly  d is c lo s e d  

b y  th e  n a tu r e  o f  th e ir  b o o k s , m o s t  o f  w h ic h  w e r e  e x ta n t , a n d  w e ll  

k n o w fi  a t  R o m e  to w a r d s  th e  c lo se  o f  th e  r e p u b lic , a n d  a p p e a r  to  h a v e  

b e e n  o f  th e  m o s t  fr iv o lo u s  d e s c r ip t io n . C ic e r o , a n d  o th e r  L a t in  w rite rs , 

w h o  h a v e  th e  G r e e k  a u th o r s  p e r p e tu a lly  in  th e ir  m o u th s , s c a r c e ly  a l­

lu d e  t o  a n y  e x c e p t  tre a tise s  o n  a u g u r y  a n d  d iv in a t io n ; a n d  th e  o n ly  

t it le s  o f  th e ir  b o o k s , r e c o r d e d  b y  R o m a n  w rite rs , a re  th e  L i b r i  F a t a l e s ,  

L i b r i  H a r u s p i c i n c e ,  S a c r a  A c h e r o n t i a ,  F u l g u r a t e s  e t  R i t u a l e s  L i b r i .  I t  

is  sa id , in d e e d , th a t  th e  E tr u s c a n s  c u lt iv a te d  a  c e rta in  sp e c ie s  o f  p o e tr y ,  

s u n g  or d e c la im e d  d u r in g  th e  p o m p  o f  sa crifices , or  c e le b r a tio n  o f  m a r ­

r ia g e s . I t  is e v id e n t , h o w e v e r , th a t  th e se  E tr u s c a n  so n g s  o r  h y m n s  

w e r e  o f  th e  v e r y  r u d e s t  d e sc r ip tio n , a n d  p r o b a b ly  w e r e  n e v e r  r e d u c e d  

in to  w r it in g . L i v y ’ s a c c o u n t  o f  th e ir  d r a m a tic  p e r fo r m a n c e s  ( l i b .  v iii. 

s e c . 2 )  sh o w s  th a t t h e y  d id  n o t  e x c e l  th e  G r e e k s  in  th e  d a y s  o f  T h e s p is .  

C e n s o r in u s  in fo r m s  u s , o n  th e  a u th o r ity  o f  V a r r o , th a t  t h e y  h a d  th e ir  

ch ro n icler 's  a n d  h isto r ia n s . “  I n  T u s c is  H is to r iis  quae o c ta v o , e o r u m  

s e c u lo  sc r ip ta  s u n t .”  B u t  th is  e ig h th  c e n tu r y  o f  th e  E tr u s c a n s , a c c o r d -

* Geographia Sacra (De Coloniis, lib. i.)



i n g  to  th e  c h r o n o lo g y  fo l lo w e d  b y  L a n z i ,  w o u ld  b e  as la te  as th e  s ix th  

c e n tu r y  o f  R o m e ;  a n d , b e s id e s , i t  is  e v id e n t  fr o m  th e  c o n t e x t , th a t  

th o se  p r e te n d e d  h isto r ie s , w e r e , in . fa c t , m e r e  r e g iste r s  o f  th e  fo u n d a ­

tio n s o f  c itie s , a n d  th e  b ir th s  a n d  d e a th s  o f  in d iv id u a ls . T h e  c e le b r a te d  

E u g u b ia n  T a b le s  ( s o  c a l le d  fr o m  h a v in g  b e e n  d u g  u p  a t E u g u b iu m  o r  

G u b b io , a  c i t y  o f  a n c ie n t  U m b r ia  A .  D .  1 4 4 4 , )  a re  n o  lo n g e r  a n  a rg u ­

m e n t  fo r  a  v e r y  a n c ie n t  k n o w le d g e  o f  w r it in g  a m o n g  th e  E tr u s c a n s .  

F iv e  o u t  o f  th e  se v e n  a re  in  th e  o ld  E tr u s c a n  c h a r a c te r , th e  o th e r s  in  

m o d e r n  R o m a n  le tte r s  ;  n o tw ith s ta n d in g  w h ic h , F a th e r  G o r i  c o n sid e r s  

th e m  a ll o f  e q u a l a n tiq u ity , a n d  to  h a v e  b e e n  c o m p o s e d  tw o  g e n e r a tio n s  

b e fo r e  th e  T r o ja n  w a r . I t  h as b e e n  a sc e r ta in e d , h o w e v e r , th a t  th o s e  

in  th e  E t r u s c a n  c h a r a c te r  w e r e  w r itte n  to w a r d s  th e  c lo s e  o f  th e  s ix th  

c e n tu r y  o f  R o m e , o n ly  a  lit t le  b e fo r e  th e  o th e r s , in  L a t in , w e r e  c o m ­

p o s e d . I n  su p p o r t o f  th is  p o in t , it  m a y  n o t  b e  a m iss  to  o b s e r v e , th a t  

M r .  S w in to n  h a s  p r o v e d , in  a  d isse rta tio n  p r in te d  a t  O x f o r d , in  1 7 4 6  

C D e  p r i s .  R o m a n .  L i t e r . ) ,  th a t  th e  E tr u s c a n  le tte r s  w e r e  u s e d  in  R o m e  

a n d  in  L a t iu m  p o s t e r i o r  to  th e  y e a r  o f  th e  c i t y  2 4 5 . T h e  E u g u b ia n  

T a b le s , in  b o th  la n g u a g e s , c o n s is t  s o le ly  o f  o r d in a n c e s  fo r  th e  p e r fo r m ­

a n c e  o f  sa c r e d  r ite s , a n d  r e lig io u s  c e r e m o n ie s .

Another argument, against the opinion that the Etruscans were a lite­
rary people, is derived- from the extreme ignorance of the Romans, in 
letters, during the first five centuries of their history. Dionysius Hali­
carnassus* informs us that the Romans, Latins, and all the neighbour­
ing nations wrote on tablets of wood before the reign of Ancus Martius; 
and that the Greek characters were the first used by the Latins. He 
observes further, that the treaty between Tarquin the Proud and the 
Gabii was written in Latin words, but with Greek characters, on a 
wooden shield, covered with the skin of the ox that had been sacrificed 
on the occasion.

Pliny mentions,! that from ignorance of letters, the supreme officer 
among the Romans was ordered, by an ancient law, to mark the num­
ber of years by driving a nail into the Temple of Minerva; and that 
the same method of noting time was used by the Volscians, who fixed

* Antiquit, Roman, lib. i. c. 35. f  Nat. Hist, lib, vii. c. 60,



th e ir  n a ils  in  th e  T e m p le  o f  th e  T u s c a n  G o d d e s s , N o r t ia . I n  th e  

t w e lv e  ta b le s , h e  a lso  in fo r m s  u s , m e n tio n  is  m a d e  o n ly  o f  th e  e a st a n d  

w e s t  p o i n t s ;  so m e  y e a r s  a fte r w a rd s  th e  so u th  w as n o t e d  j a n d  th e  c o n ­

su ls ’  cr ie r  c a lle d  th e  h o u r  o f  n o o n  w h e n  h e  sa w  th e  su n  b e t w e e n  th e  

r o stra  a n d  G r e c o s ta s is  ( t h e  p la c e  w h e r e  fo r e ig n  a m b a ssa d o rs  a t t e n d e d ) ,  

fr o m  th e  d o o r  o f  th e  S e n a te -h o u s e , a n d  p r o c la im e d  th e  la s t  q u a r te r  

w h e n  i t  w a s v is ib le  b e tw e e n  th e  c o lu m n a  M e n i a  a n d  th e  ja i l .  T h i s  

c o u ld  o n ly  b e  d o n e  o n  c le a r  d a y s , a n d  y e t  th e r e  w a s n o  o th e r  m o d e  

k n o w n  u n til  th e  first P u n ic  w a r . M a r c u s  V a l .  M e s s a la , in  th e  y e a r  o f  

t h e  c i t y  4 7 7 ,  in tr o d u c e d  an  in a c c u r a te  su n -d ia l fr o m  S ic ily , w h ic h  w a s  

u se d  fo r  9 9  y e a r s , u n til  o n e  m o r e  e x a c t  w a s p r o c u r e d  b y  M a r tiu s  P h i-  

lip p u s , th e  C e n s o r . T w e n t y  y e a r s  a fte r w a rd s  th e  w a te r -c lo c k  w as in ­

t r o d u c e d , b y  S c ip io  N a s ic a ,

T h e  p u r su it  o f  le tte r s  w as n e ith e r  a  n a tiv e  n o r  p r e d o m in a te  taste  

a m o n g  th e  R o m a n s , t h e y  w e r e  n a tu r a liz e d  in  th e  so il o f  R o m e  b y  a 

a fe w  a ssid u o u s  in d iv id u a ls , r e a re d  in  th e  sc h o o ls  o f  G r e e c e . T h e  a g e  

in  w h ic h  R o m a n  lite r a tu re  c o m m e n c e d  w as th a t  o f  L se liu s  a n d  A f r ic a -  

n u s . I t  is r e m a r k a b le  th a t  th e re  w a s n o  h isto r ia n  o f  R o m a n  lite r a tu re  

a m o n g  th e  R o m a n s  t h e m s e lv e s ; p a r tic u la rs  c o n c e r n in g  it , as a lso  j u d g ­

m e n ts  o n  w o r k s  n o w  lo s t , are t o  b e  c o l le c t e d  fr o m  C ic e r o ’ s w r it in g s , 

a n d  th e  w o rk s  o f  th e  la tte r  c la ssic s , P l in y ’ s N a t .  H i s t o r y ,  I n s t it u t e s  o f  

Q u i n c t ili a n ,  A t t i c  N i g h t s ,  &?c. T h e  first h is to r ic a l a n d  c h r o n o lo g ic a l  

d o c u m e n ts  w e r e  th e  C e n s o r ’ s  T a b l e s  a n d  F a s t i  C o n s u la r e s ,  w h ic h  o ffices  

w e r e  n o t  in  e x is te n c e  b e fo r e  th e  e x p u ls io n  o f  th e  k in g s . T h e s e  a re , 

p r o b a b ly , w h a t  L i v y  a llu d e s  to  ( l ib  iv . c . 2 0 ) ,  w h e r e  h e  sa y s , “  th e re  

w e r e  v e r y  a n c ie n t  b o o k s  o f  th e  m a g is tr a te s  w r itte n  o n  lin e n , a n d  d e ­

p o s ite d  in  th e  te m p le  o f  M o n e t a ,  a n d  o fte n  c ite d  as a u th o r ity  b y  L i -  

c in iu s  M a c e r .

T h e  e a r ly  R o m a n  a u th o r s  w e r e  m e r e  tra n sla to rs  fr o m  th e  G r e e k .  

F a b iu s  P ic to r , th e  m o s t  a n c ie n t  R o m a n  h is to r ia n , is sa id  b y  D io n y s iu s  

to  h a v e  w r itte n  in  G r e e k . T h e  n e x t  h is to r ia n s  w e r e  E n n iu s  a n d  C a to  

th e  C e n s o r . P lin y  in fo r m s  u s ,*  th a t  T h e o p o m p u s  w as th e  first w h o  

w r o te  an  a c c o u n t  o f  R o m e , in  w h ic h  h e  m e n t io n e d .o n ly  th a t  it  w a s ta k e n

* Lib. iii, e. 5.



b y  th e  G a u ls . N e x t  to  h im  w a s  C lita r c h u s , w h o  o n ly  m e n t io n e d  a n  

e m b a s s y  to  A le x a n d e r  th e  G r e a t .  , A f t e r  h im  T h e o p h r a s tu s  w r o te  a  

b o o k  o f  R o m a n  h is to r y , w h ic h  h e  se n t  to  N ic o d o r u s , a rc h o n  o f  A t h e n s ,  

a n n o  U .  C . 4 6 0 ,  b u t  th e  o n ly  p a r tic u la r  w h ic h  P lin y  k n e w  o f  th is  w o r k  

w a s , th a t  it  m e n t io n e d  th a t  C ir c e ii , w h ic h  w a s an  is la n d  in  H o m e r ’ s 

t im e , w as e ig h t  s ta d ii in  c ir c u m fe r e n c e .

M r .  N ie b u h r , in  t h e  first v o lu m e  o f  h is  R o m a n  H i s t o r y ,  as tra n s la te d  

b y  M r .  W a lt e r ,  a sserts th a t  “  th e  p r o fa n e  sc ie n c e s  o f  E tr u r ia , m e d ic in e ,  

n a tu ra l p h ilo s o p h y , a n d  a s tr o n o m y , to g e th e r  w ith  th e ir  n u m e r a ls , w h ic h  

w e r e  a fte r w a rd s  a d o p te d  b y  th e  R o m a n s , w e r e  n a tiv e  a n d  u n b o r r o w e d ,  

o r  in tr o d u c e d  fr o m  th e  n o r th , th e  a b o d e  o f  th e  G o d s .# T h a t  th e ir  

a lp h a b e t  c a m e  d ir e c t ly  to  t h e m , a n d  n o t  th r o u g h  th e  m e d iu m  o f  th e  

G r e e k s  ;  a n d  th a t  th e y  w e r e  a c q u a in te d  w ith  th e  a rt  o f  w r it in g  fr o m  

t h e  m o s t  r e m o te  t im e s .t  T h a t  th e  L ite r a tu r e  o f  th e  E tr u s c a n s  w a s n o t  

refin e d  b y  th e  G r e c ia n s .t  T h a t  th e y  h a d  a n c ie n t  h isto r ic a l w o rk s  a m o n g  

t h e m , w ith  w h ic h  C a to , th e  e ld e r , a n d  V a r r o  w e r e  a c q u a in te d , a n d  fr o m  

w h ic h  th e  E m p e r o r  C la u d iu s  c o m p o s e d  h is tw e n ty  b o o k s  o f  T y r r h e n ia n  

H is to r y . ” §

I  h a v e  c o n jo in e d  th e se  a sse rtio n s , as th e  a n sw ers  w il l  h a v e  m o r e  fo r c e ,  

c o lle c t iv e ly  th a n  s in g ly , a n d  as h is  rea so n s are p u r e ly  n e g a t iv e , I  sh all 

d ra w  w h a t  I  h a v e  to  sa y  in  r e p ly  c h ie fly  fr o m  th e  c o n t e x t  o f  h is  o w n  

n a r r a tiv e . B e s id e s , in  m a tte r s  w h ic h  b e lo n g  t o  a  p e r io d  b e y o n d  th e  

aera o f  a u th e n tic  h is to r y , p o s itiv e  e v id e n c e  c a n n o t  b e  e x p e c te d  e ith e r  

p r o  or  c o n . P a s s in g  o v e r , th e r e fo r e , a n y  in v e s tig a t io n  r e s p e c t in g  th e  

n o r th e r n  a b o d e  o f  t h e  G o d s ,  as a  t e r r a  in c o g n it a ,  w e  fin d , in  th e  first  

p la c e , th e  fo l lo w in g  o b se r v a tio n  a t  p . 1 2 9 .  “  T h e  p r e te n d e r s  to  p h ilo ­

so p h ica l o b se rv a tio n  h a v e  o v e r lo o k e d  th e  fa c t , th a t  th e r e  e x is ts  n o  i n ­

s ta n c e  o f  a  p e o p le  r e a lly  sa v a g e , w h o  h a v e  s p o n ta n e o u s ly  a d v a n c e d  to  

c iv iliz a tio n , a n d , th a t  w h e r e v e r  i t  h a s  b e e n  fo r c e d  u p o n  th e m  fr o m  

a b r o a d , a  p h y s ic a l d e s tr u c tio n  o f  th e  r a c e  h as b e e n  th e  c o n s e q u e n c e , as  

in  th e  c a se  o f  th e  tr ib e s  o f  N e w  C a lifo r n ia , a n d  th e  H o t t e n t o t s  o f  th e  

m is s io n s .”  A s  it  is th e  o p in io n  a m o n g  p h ilo so p h e r s , th a t  sa v a g e  ig n o ­

r a n c e -  r e s u lte d  fr o m  e x t e n t  o f  w a n d e r in g , i t  fo llo w s  fr o m  th is  m o d e  o f  

*. Page 91. +. Page 22-90. $ Page 90. § Page 22.



r e a so n in g , th a t  th e  E tr u s c a n s  w e r e  e ith e r  e x tr in s ic a lly  e n lig h te n e d , o r  

w e r e  th e  o r ig in a l s to c k  o f  m a n k in d , su p e rn a tu r a lly  i l lu m in e d . B u t  it  is  

a lso  c o n tr a d ic to r y  o f  th e  e x p r e ss  d e c la r a tio n  o f  S a llu s t  a n d  V i r g i l ,  th a t  

th e  A b o r ig in e s  o f  I t a ly  w e r e  sa v a g e s , l iv in g  in  h o r d e s , w it h o u t  la w s , o r  

a g r ic u ltu r e , s u b s is t in g  b y  th e  c h a se  o r  u p o n  w ild  fr u its . A t  p p . 8 8 ,  8 9 , 

h e  fu r th e r  o b se r v e s , “  I t  is  u se le ss  to  a tte m p t  d e n y in g , th a t , h o w e v e r  

p e c u lia r  m a y  h a v e  b e e n  th e  E tr u s c a n  s c ie n c e  o f  a r c h ite c tu r e , a ll th e ir  

im p r o v e m e n ts  in  s ta tu a r y  w e r e  c o m m u n ic a t e d  b y  th e  G r e e k s . T h e  

a n tiq u e  s ta tu e s , w h ic h  a re  still p r e s e r v e d , e v in c e  th e ir  o rig in a l r u d e n e s s ;  

th e  G r e e k s  a lo n e  w e r e  in sp ir e d  w ith  th e  id e a  o f  e x h ib it in g  th e  h u m a n  

fo r m  in  l i fe  a n d  b e a u ty . A  sp a r k  o f  th e ir  g e n iu s  k in d le d  th e  se n sitiv e  

sp ir it  o f  a  se n sit iv e  p e o p le . T h i s  is fu r th e r  p r o v e d  b y  th e  G r e e k  m y ­

t h o lo g y , in  m a n y  o f  th e  m o s t  sp le n d id  E t r u s c a n  w o r k s  o f  a r t .. T h e  

T u s c a n s , a lso , w h e n  o n c e  e n lig h te n e d , e m b o d ie d  th e ir  o w n  c o n c e p tio n s ,  

w ith  a  fe e l in g  a lto g e th e r  G r e c ia n . F r o m  th e  u s e  o f  G r e c ia n  m y t h o lo g y  

in  th e  a rts , w e  m a y  in fe r  th e ir  in t im a c y  w ith  th e  G r e e k  p o e ts . T h e  

fa b le s  o f  T h e b e s  a n d  I l iu m  w o u ld  n o t  h a v e  b e e n  p r e s e n te d  to  th e  e y e ,  

i f  th e  m in d  o f  th e  sp e c ta to r  h a d  n o t  b e e n  p r e v io u s ly  fa m ilia r iz e d  w ith  

t h e m  b y  p o e t r y . T h e  w h o le  o f  th e  w e s t , e v e n  C a r th a g e , w a s  o p e n  t o  

G r e c ia n  l ite r a tu r e .”  A t  p a g e  1 0 9 ,  “ th e  G r e e k s , h o w e v e r , d iffu se d  

th e ir  s c ie n c e s , th e ir  lite r a tu r e , a n d  e v e n  t h e  c iv ic  u se  o f  th e ir  la n g u a g e ,  

fa r  b e y o n d  th e  c o u n tr ie s  in  th e ir  im m e d ia te  v ic in ity , t h r o u g h o u t  a l l  

I t a l y . ”  T h e s e ,  to  sa y  th e  le a s t , a re  e x tr a o r d in a r y  a d m iss io n s  in  th e  

fa c e  o f  a  d e c la r a tio n  th a t  “  t h e  lite r a tu r e  o f  th e  E tr u s c a n s  w a s  n o t  r e ­

fin e d  b y  th e  G r e c ia n .”

T h e  e x p r e s s io n , th a t  th e ir  a lp h a b e t  c a m e  d i r e c t l y  to  t h e m , a n d  n o t  

th r o u g h  th e  m e d iu m  o f  th e  G r e e k s , is o b s c u r e , u n le ss  it  m e a n s  t h a t  i t  

w a s se n t  b y  th e  g o d s ; b u t  a t  p a g e  9 0  h e  is  m o r e  e x p lic it . “  T h e  

E t r u s c a n  a lp h a b e t ,”  h e  th e r e  in fo r m s  u s , “  w a s fo r m e d  lik e  th e  

G r e e k , fr o m  th a t  w h ic h , a m o n g  th e  m a n y  o r ig in a lly  d iffe re n t A s ia t ic ,  

w a s u n iv e r s a lly  a d o p te d  t h r o u g h o u t  E u r o p e  in  a  v a r ie ty  o f  im ita tio n s .”  

H e r e  a lso  is a n  a d m iss io n  th a t  th e  E t r u s c a n  a n d  G r e e k  la n g u a g e s  w e r e  

c o g n a t e  b r a n c h e s  o f  th e  sa m e  s t o c k ;  b u t  i t  w o u ld  o c c u p y  to o  m u c h  

t im e  to  a tte m p t  to  sh e w  th e  e x t e n t  o f .  t h e  o b lig a t io n s  o f  th e  E tr u s c a n s



t o  t h e  G r e e k s , in  r e g a r d  to  th e ir  a lp h a b e tic a l c h a r a c te r s . O f  th e  

n a tu r e  o f  th e ir  a n c ie n t  h is to r ic a l b o o k s , w e  h a v e  b e c o m e  p r e t ty  w e ll  

a c q u a in te d  fr o m  th e  r e se a r c h e s  o f  M r .  D u n lo p . M a n y  o f  th e s e , in  

p o ssessio n  o f  th e  R o m a n s , n o  d o u b t  p e r ish e d  in  th e  c o n fla g r a t io n  o f  

R o m e , in  th e  y e a r  o f  th e  c i t y  2 2 9 , as s ta te d  b y  L i v y ; o th e r s , p r o b a b ly ,  

w h e n  it  w a s  b u r n t  b y  t h e  G a u ls .  ' Y e t ,  sa ys M r .  N ie b u h r , p a g e  2 3 , “  in  

C a t o ’ s  t im e  th e  h is to r ic a l m o n u m e n ts , c o n s is t in g  o f  b o o k s  a n d  o f  

a n c ie n t  m o n u m e n t a l in sc r ip tio n s  o n  s to n e  or b ra ss  h a d  n e ith e r  w h o lly  

p e rish e d  n o r  b e c o m e  u n in te llig ib le . W h a t e v e r ,  t h e r e fo r e , is  s ta te d  

u p o n  th e  a u t h o r it y  o f  C a t o , d e se r v e s  th e  h ig h e s t  a tte n tio n  ;  a n d  w h e n  

s ta te d  as h is  p o s it iv e  a sse rtio n , th e  m o s t  im p lic it  c r e d it .”  T h e  w o r k s  

o f  C a t o  t o  w h ic h  M r .  N ie b u h r  h e r e  r e fe r s  a re , th e  2 d  a n d  3 d  b o o k s  o f  

h is  O r i g i n e s  w h ic h  tr e a te d  o f  th e  n e ig h b o u r in g  c itie s  o f  I t a ly , a n d  p e r ­

h a p s  p a r t  o f  th e  first, w h ic h  c o n ta in e d  a  h is to r y  o f  th e  R o m a n  m o n a r ­

c h y . B u t , as o n ly  a  fe w  fr a g m e n ts  o f  th e  O r i g i n e s  h a v e  c o m e  d o w n  to  

u s, a n d  e v e n  th e se  a re  c o n s id e r e d  s u p p o s it it io u s , w h e r e  is th e  u se  o f  r e ­

fe r r in g  u s  to  th e m  o r  q u o t in g  t h e m  as a u th o r ity  ? M r .  N ie b u h r  p r o ­

c e e d s , “  th e  S o c ia l w a r  a n d  c o n te s ts  in  th e  t im e s  o f  S y lla , d e s tr o y e d  

th e  so u r c e s  w h e n c e  C a to  d re w  h is  m a te r ia ls . T h e s e  d r e a d fu l d e v a s ta ­

t io n s  w h ic h  s u c c e s s iv e ly  v is ite d  e v e r y  p a r t  o f  I t a ly , a n d  b u r ie d  its  m o s t  

a n c ie n t  c itie s  in  r u in s , m u s t  h a v e  a n n ih ila te d  m e m o r ia ls  o f  e v e r y  d e ­

sc r ip tio n . I n  so m e  d istr ic ts  th e  p o p u la t io n  w a s to ta l ly  c h a n g e d . T h e  

a n c ie n t  E tr u s c a n s  p e r ish e d  to g e th e r  w ith  th e ir  s c ie n c e  a n d  L it e r a t u r e  ;  

th e  n o b le s , w h o  h a d  le d  th e  c o m m o n  c a u se , fe ll  b y  th e  s w o r d ;  th o se  

w h o  d e s e r te d  i t  b e c a m e  a lto g e th e r  R o m a n . T h e  m a jo r ity  o f  th e  p o p u ­

la tio n  lo s t  a ll th e ir  la n d e d  p r o p e r ty , a n d  sa n k  in to  p o v e r t y , u n d e r  f o ­

r e ig n  a n d  c r u e l m a ste r s  a n d  c o lo n i s t s , . w h o s e  o p p r e ss io n  r o b b e d  th e ir  

d e g r a d e d  d e s c e n d a n ts  o f  e v e r y  p a tr io tic  r e c o lle c t io n , as w e ll  as o f  th e ir  

la n g u a g e  a n d  n a tio n a l c h a r a c te r is tic s . N o r  is th is th e  o n ly  r e a so n  w h y  

t h e  la te r  a n d  p e c u lia r ly  R o m a n  h isto r ia n s  are s ile n t  r e s p e c tin g  th e  e a r ly  

h is to r y  o f  I t a ly . T h e  n a tio n s  h a d  b e c o m e  e x t in c t , in  w h o se  o r ig in a l  

d iv e r s itie s  I t a ly  h a d  fo r m e r ly  e n jo y e d  m u lt ip lie d  v a r ie tie s  o f  so c ia l l i f e ; 

a n d  th o u g h  th e  E t r u s c a n  a n d  O s c a n  la n g u a g e  c o n t in u e d  fo r  a  lo n g  

t im e  to  b e  sp o k e n  in  th e  s e c lu d e d  d istr ic ts , th e  b o o k s  a n d  m e m o r ia ls



w e r e  a lm o st  g e n e r a lly  u n in te llig ib le , or su n k  in to  o b liv io n , in  th e  t im e  

o f  A u g u s t u s .”  I t  th u s  a p p e a rs  fr o m  h is  o w n  s h o w in g , th a t  fo r ty  y ea rs  

b e fo r e  th e  t im e  o f  V a r r o , n o  o r ig in a l m a teria ls  e x is te d  fo r  a  h is to r y  o f  

E tr u r ia , a n d  th a t  c o n s e q u e n tly  th e  o n ly  so u rc e s  o f  in fo r m a tio n  a v a ila b le  

to  la te r  w ite r s  w e r e  th e  O r i g i n e s  o f  C a to . H e ,  in d e e d , m e n tio n s  E t r u s ­

c a n  a n n a ls  ( N o t e  to  p . 2 2 ) ,  w ith  w h ic h  V a r r o , h e  sa ys, w a s a c q u a in te d ,  

a n d  fr o m  w h ic h  h e  su p p o se s  th e  E m p e r o r  C la u d iu s  w r o te  h is  T y r r h e ­

n ia n  h i s t o r y ; b u t  u n fo r tu n a te ly  h e  c o m p a r e s  th e se  (p .  7 7 )  to  th e  I n d ia n  

P u r a n a s , w h ic h  are a c k n o w le d g e d  fo r g e r ie s .

S o  fa r , I  th in k , M r .  N ie b u h r  h a s  fa ile d  to  p r o v e  th a t  th e  lite r a tu re  o f  

th e  E tr u s c a n s  w a s in d i g e n o u s ;  th a t  t h e y  h a d  c a r r ie d  i t  t o  a n y  e x te n t ,  

o r  th a t  th e ir  sm a ll im p r o v e m e n t  in  i t , w a s  n o t  th e  c o n s e q u e n c e  o f  th e ir  

in te r c o u r s e  w ith  th e ir  G r e e k  n e ig h b o u r s . In s te a d , th e r e fo r e , o f  lis te n ­

in g  to  th is  a u th o r , w h o se  w o r k , in  th e  la n g u a g e  o f  h is tra n sla to r , “  is  

m a in ly  fo r m e d  o f  h y p o th e s e s  a n d  c o n je c tu r e s , a n d  w h o  le a v e s  us to  c o n ­

j e c t u r e 'w h a t  his c o n je c tu r e s  a r e ,” *  i t  w ill b e  sa fer  to  fo llo w  th e  L a tin  

c la ss ic  w riters  p o in te d  o u t  b y  M r .  M it fo r d , w h o  o b se r v e s , “ u p o n  th is  

s u b je c t , h o w e v e r , it  se e m s e n o u g h  fo r  th e  h isto r ia n , th a t  n e ith e r  C ic e r o ,  

w ith  a ll h is  p a r tia lity  fo r  I t a ly , a n d  a ll h is  d i lig e n c e , a n d  a ll h is  m e a n s  

o f  in q u ir y , n o r  H o r a c e , w ith  a ll h is  d e sire  to  g r a t ify  h is  E t r u s c a n  

p a tr o n , nor. V i r g i l ,  n o r  L i v y ,  n o r  P l in y , h a d  th e  le a s t  su sp ic io n  th a t  

th e ir  fe llo w -c o u n t r y m e n  h a d  a n y  c la im  to  t h e  p r io r ity  in  sc ie n c e  a n d  

a rt, w h ic h  it  h a s  b e e n  p r o p o s e d  b y  so m e  le a r n e d  m o d e r n s  to  a ttr ib u te  to  

t h e m .” t  ,

A few circumstances now come in course to be mentioned, in order 
to show their political weakness, and rude notions of the arts of civil 
life.
. I t  is v a g u e ly  s ta te d  b y  N ie b u h r , t  a n d  o th e r s , th a t  th e  E tr u s c a n s  w e r e  

a  g r e a t  n a v a l p o w e r  w h e n  th e  G r e e k s  first c a m e  a m o n g  th e m . H e r o ­

d o tu s , a n d  T h u c y d id e s , §  in d e e d  n o tic e  a  n a v a l e n g a g e m e n t  b e tw e e n  th e  

c o m b in e d  fle e ts  o f  C a r th a g e  a n d  E tr u r ia  a n d  th a t  o f  th e  P h o c ?e a n s , in  

th e  first b o o k s  o f  th e ir  r e s p e c tiv e  h is to r ie s , as h a p p e n in g  i n -t h e  r e ig n

* Translator’s Preface. -J- History of Greece, v. ii., p. 291.
J  Roman History, i., p. 85-6. § Lib. i.? c. 167.



o f  C y r u s , o r  C a m b y s e s , a n d  a lso  th a t  th e  la tte r  w ith  tw e n ty  v e sse ls  d e ­

fe a te d  th e  fle e t  o f  th e ir  e n e m ie s  c o n s is t in g  o f  s ix ty  sh ip s . T h e r e  m u s t ,  

th e r e fo r e , h a v e  b e e n  a  g r e a t  in fe r io r ity  o n  th e  sid e  o f  th e  la tte r , e ith e r  

in  th e  s ize  o f  th e ir  v e sse ls  o r  in  n a v a l sk ill . I t  a p p e a rs , h o w e v e r , fr o m  

H e r o d o t u s  th a t  th e  E t r u s c a n  v e sse ls  in . th is  e n g a g e m e n t  b e lo n g e d  o n ly  

to  th e  to w n  o f  C aere, in  T u s c a n y . I t  a p p ears fu r th e r , th a t  th e  E tr u r ia n  

m a r itim e  sta te s  w e r e  t h e n 'd r e a d e d  b y  th e  G r e e k s  as p ir a tic a l, in  c o n ­

s e q u e n c e  o f  w h ic h , as m u c h  as fr o m  a p p r e h e n sio n  o f  th e  C a r th a g in ia n s , 

th e  P h o caea n s tr a d e d  in  th e  T y r r h e n ia n  sea  in  a r m e d  v e sse ls . I n  th e  

y e a r  o f  th e  c i t y  2 7 8  C u m a  so lic ite d  th e  p r o te c t io n  o f  H ie r o , k in g  o f  

S y r a c u s e , a g a in s t  t h e m , w h o  d e s tr o y e d  th e  w h o le  o f  th e ir  sh ip s w ith o u t  

o p p o s it io n , th e  E tr u s c a n s  a tte m p tin g  to  a v e r t  th is  lo ss  o n ly  b y  b r ib in g  

t h e  c o m m a n d e r s . T w e n t y -o n e  y e a r s  a fte r  th is , w h e n  th e  S y r a c u sa n s  

in v a d e d  I lv a  a n d  C o r s ic a , n o  T y r r h e n ia n  sh ip s o p p o se d  t h e m ;  a n d  

s ix t y -n in e  y e a r s  la te r  still, th e ir  c o a sts  w e r e  u n p r o te c te d  w h e n  p lu n d e r ­

e d  b y  D io n y s iu s , th e  e ld e r .

N o  tra c e  o f  n a v a l p o w e r  is fo u n d  a m o n g  th e m  d u r in g  th e  w a rs o f  th e  

R o m a n s  a g a in st  th e  to w n s  o n  th e  c o a st , a n d  t h e y  p o sse sse d  n o  v e s s e l  

d u r in g  th e  first P u n ic  w a r , s in c e  th e  R o m a n s  w e r e  d e s titu te  o f  th e m .  

T h e  first q u in q u e r e m e  w h ic h  fe ll  in to  th e ir  h a n d s , w h ic h  s e r v e d  as a  

m o d e l  fo r  th e  c o n s tr u c t io n  o f  sim ila r  v e sse ls , w a s  ta k e n  b y  A p p iu s  

C la u d iu s , in  h is  p a ssa g e  fr o m  M e s s a n a  t o  R h e g iu m , a fte r  th e  r e d u c t io n  

o f  E tr u r ia .

I n  e a r ly  t im e s  th e  E tr u s c a n s  se e m  to  h a v e  b e e n  e q u a lly  in s ig n ific a n t  

as a  m ilita r y  p o w e r . I f  w e  ta k e  fo r  g r a n te d , a  c ir c u m s ta n c e , w h ic h  it  

w o u ld  b e  d iffic u lt to  d isp ro v e , n a m e ly , th a t  iE n e a s  c o n d u c t e d  a  c o lo n y  

o f  T r o ja n s  in to  I t a l y ,*  w e  h a v e  a  s tr o n g  in s ta n c e  o f  th e  m ilita r y  im b e -

* Strabo and some others maintain that iEneas never left his country, but rebuilt Troy, where he 
reigned, and his posterity after him. Homer, who lived 400 years after the war of Troy, says (II. xx. 
v. 30, &c.), that the Gods destined JEneas to reign over the Trojans. Dionysius Halicarnassus, how­
ever, explained this passage, by saying, that Homer meant the Trojans who had gone over to Italy 
with JSneas, and not the actual inhabitants of Troy.' Livy, Virgil, and other Latin authors, describe 
the arrival of iEneas as indubitable. The former represents him as having married Lavinia, daughter of 
the king of the Latins, in whose honour he built Lavinium. That Alba was built by his son, Aseanius, 
on the Alban Mount, close to the river Albula, which afterwards changed its name to Tiber, in
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c ility  o f  th e  E tr u r ia n s  in  th e  h e r o ic  a g e s , fo r  L i v y  ( l i b .  i .  se c . 3 )  sa ys, 

th a t  o n ly  th ir ty  y e a r s  a fte r  th e  d e a th  o f  iE n e a s ,  n e ith e r  th e  E tr u r ia n s  

n o r  a n y  o f  th e  n e ig h b o u r in g  n a tio n s  d u rst a tte m p t  a n y  t h in g  a g a in st  

t h e  L a t in s . W e  h a v e  th e  sa m e  a u th o r ity , th a t  R o m u lu s  c o u ld  n e v e r  

m u s te r  m o r e  th a n  3 0 0  h o r se  a n d  3 0 0 0  in fa n tr y , a  r a b b le  o f  sh e p h e r d s  

a n d  v a g a b o n d s  fr o m  v a r io u s  tr ib e s , a  la w le ss  h o r d e  w h o  c h o s e  to  se tt le  

o n  th e  P a la tin e  h ill, w h e n c e  t h e y  m a d e  in ro a d s  on  th e  n e ig h b o u r in g  

c o u n t r y , y e t  th e  E tr u r ia n s  w e r e  n o t  s tr o n g  e n o u g h  to  d is lo d g e  th is  

h a n d fu l o f  fr e e b o o te r s  ;  a n d  as R o m e  w a s  n o t  su r ro u n d e d  b y  a  s to n e  

w a ll u n til  th e  t im e  o f  L u c iu s  T a r q u in iu s , i t  a p p e a rs  t h e y  w e r e  a b le  to  

m a in ta in  th e m s e lv e s  w ith o u t  th is  a d v a n ta g e  fo r  th e  s p a c e  o f  1 3 7  y e a r s , 

a  g r e a t  p r o o f  o f  th e  e q u a lly  s a v a g e  sta te  o f  th e ir  n e ig h b o u r s . A g a i n  

w e  fin d  th a t  P o r se n n a , K i n g  o f  E tr u r ia , o r , a c c o r d in g  to  N ie b u h r , o n ly  

k in g  o f  a  tr ib e , w a s u n a b le , w ith  th e  a ssista n c e  o f  o th e r  s ta te s , h is  n e ig h ­

b o u r s , t o  r e sto re  T a r q u in iu s  S u p e r b u s , b y  fo r c e  o f  a rm s, a lth o u g h  in  a ll 

p r o b a b ility  th e  d e p o se d  K i n g  h a d  a  p o w e r fu l fa c tio n  w ith in  th e  c ity  

in  h is  fa v o u r . S till la te r , in  th e  e a r ly  p e r io d  o f  th e  r e p u b lic , L i v y  m e n ­

tio n s  th a t  th e  F a b ia n  fa m ily  a lo n e , c o n s is t in g  o f  3 0 6  p a tr ic ia n s , a n d  

p r o b a b ly  o f  3 6 0 0  v assa ls a n d  c lie n ts , m a d e  w a r , a t  th e ir  o w n  e x p e n s e ,  

a g a in st  th e  sta te  o f  V e i i ,  th e  m o s t  p o w e r fu l in  E tr u r ia .

T h e  r e lig io n  o f  th e  E tr u r ia n s  w a s  c r u e l in  th e  e x t r e m e ;  t h e y  p r a c ­

t is e d  h u m a n  sa crifices , w h ic h  w a s  a b h o rr e n t  t o  th e  sp ir it  o f  th e  r e lig io n  

o f  R o m e . T h e ir  d iv in itie s  w e r e  o f  th e  r u d e s t  so rt. I n  th e  d a y s  o f  o u r  

fo r e fa th e r s , sa ys P l in y ,*  th e r e  w e r e  n o  sta tu e s  o f  b ra ss  o r  m a r b le , o r  o f  

fo r e ig n  w o r k m a n sh ip . T h e  te m p le s  c o n ta in e d  th e  lik e n e sse s  o f  t h e m ­

se lv e s  a n d  a n c e sto rs , in  w a x , in c lu d in g  o n ly  th e  h e a d  a n d  n e c k , w h ic h

consequence of Tiberinus, the 9th in descent from iEneas having been drowned in it; and that from 
the race of the Alban kings the Romans are descended. Much evidence has been brought forward 
by Bochart, and Mr. Wood, in his “ Essay on the Original Genius and Writings of Hom erf to prove 
the scholium of Dionysius wrong, but Dr. Gillies, after a careful examination of this evidence, thinks 
the matter too doubtful to contradict the popular opinion of the Trojan origin of the Romans.—  
Even Niebuhr, the professed historian of ancient Italy, leaves this point, as he does every other of 
intricacy, just where he found it, by declaring it to be “ a native national story on a par with every 
other event of the mythic age.”— Vol. i. p. 143.

* Lib. xxxv. c. 2.



were carried in procession at the funerals of particular families, and ar­
ranged in the sepulchres. It appears, however, that they were gra­
dually allured by the enticing fictions of the Grecian mythology, for, 
according to Livy, the principal Gods of the Vientians removed to 
Rome were, the Pythian Apollo, and Imperial Juno ; and the Noven- 
siles which the Sabines brought with them were, Lara, Vesta, Minerva, 
Feronia, Concord, Faith, Fortune, Chance, and Health, all of Greek 
extraction.

The priests of Etruria were given to the frivolous pursuit of augury 
chiefly by the Haruspicium, a mode which, among savages, may have 
led to human sacrifices. But there were other methods. “ The Etru­
rians,” says Mr. Niebuhr, “ shared the glory of many branches of sooth­
saying with other nations of Italy, especially the Marsi. The science 
of lightening was their peculiar secret, This, like every other depart­
ment of divination, was taught in the schools of the priests.” * “ The 
priests taught that they knew, even without experience, by observing 
the signs of the foundation of any state, how many saacula it should 
last, and of what duration each would be.” There was no oracle as in 
Greece, where the priest might enquire personally of the God, but they 
divined the will of Heaven, by lots, made of billets of wood, rudely in­
scribed, which were drawn by a boy.” “ The Romans borrowed from 
them the art of divination, but the infallible source of this knowledge 
seems to have remained as a national property of the Etruscans* from 
the day in which Tages, a subterranean dwarf, rose and instructed them 
in this science.”!  These passages are important, in as much as they 
show that the Etruscans, in the first age of Rome, were as uncivilized 
as the Scandinavians in the days of Odin. In ingenuity and imagina­
tion, it is far. below the grossest system of northern mythology, and 
is indicative of a low state, both of civil and moral virtue.

It is said that the Romans borrowed from the Etruscans, their ponti­
fical and royal ensigns, the pomp of their triumphs, and their martial 
music. On this point, Mr. Niebuhr is more cautious than some other 
writers, accompanying the expression of his belief of these reports by

* Rom. Hist. v. i, p. 95. f  Id, p. 94.



t h e  q u a lify in g  p h ra se s , “  it can not be doubted, ”  “  according to 'well-known 
t r a d i t i o n in s te a d  o f  le a v in g  th e m  to  ta k e  th e ir  c h a n c e  w ith  th e  r e a d e r  

fo r  b e in g  g r o u p d e d  o n  a u th o r ity . W e  d o  re a d , h o w e v e r , u p o n  g o o d  

a u th o r ity , th a t  b e fo r e  th e  c a p tu r e  o f  th e  Greek c ity , T a r e n t u m , in  th e  

t w o  h u n d r e d  a n d  n in e ty -fir s t  y e a r  o f  R o m e , th e  R o m a n s  e x h ib ite d  in  

th e ir  tr iu m p h s  o n ly  th e  b r o k e n  a rm s o f  th e  S a m n ite s , th e  e m p ty  c a rs  o f  

th e  G a u ls , a n d  h e r d s  o f  c a tt le , a n d , th a t  u p o n  su c h  o c c a s io n s , th e ir  

G e n e r a ls , a m o n g  w h o m  w a s th e  g r e a t  C a m illu s , p ra ctise d  th e  sa v a g e  

c u s to m  o f  p a in tin g  th e ir  b o d ie s  r e d .t  I n  th o se  d a y s  to o , tro p h ie s  w e r e  

h u n g  o u ts id e  th e  d o o r .

T h e r e  is n o t h in g , s u r e ly , in  a ll th is  in d ic a t iv e  o f  r e fin e m e n t. B e s id e s , 

as S a llu s t  m e n t io n s ,t  th at, th e  R o m a n s  b o r r o w e d  fr o m  th e ir  a llies, a n d  

e v e n  th e ir  e n e m ie s , w h a te v e r  t h e y  t h o u g h t  u s e fu l, i t  w ill b e  d iffic u lt  to  

a p p o r tio n  th e  e x t e n t  o f  th e ir  o b lig a t io n s  to  a n y  o n e  p e o p le , a n d  i t  w ill  

a lso  p r o v e , th a t  fe w  as th e  w a n ts  o f  a  r u d e  p e o p le  a re , th e  E tr u s c a n s  

w e r e  th e n  in c a p a b le  o f  s u p p ly in g  t h e m . T h a t  th e y  w e r e  p o o r  in  r e g a r d  

t o  th e  e le g a n c ie s  o f  l i fe , a p p e a rs  fr o m  th e  fa c t , th a t  th e  R o m a n s  fo u n d ,  

fo r  th e  first t im e , th e  p lu n d e r  o f  an  o p u le n t  c ity , a t  th e  c a p tu r e  o f  T a ­

r e n t u m . L i v y  e x p r e s s ly  sta te s , th a t  £ 1 2 9 ,0 0 0 .  w a s a  su m  n o t  t o  b e  

e x p e c te d  fr o m  th e  p lu n d e r  o f  a n y  c ity  in  I t a ly  in  th o s e  d a y s . I f  s u c h  

w a s then th e  p o v e r t y  o f  th e  G r e e k  c itie s , w h a t  m u s t  h a v e  b e e n  th e  c o n ­

d it io n  o f  th e  Ita lia n  ? T h e s e  o b s e r v a tio n s  g o  fa r  to  d isp ro v e  th e  o p i­

n io n  th a t  th e  a n c ie n t  E tr u s c a n s  w e r e  a  c o m m e r c ia l p e o p le . T h e  

a n c ie n t  R o m a n s , a n d  p r o b a b ly  th e  E tr u r ia n s , a c c o r d in g  to  N ie b u h r ,  

im p o r te d  n o t  o n ly  a rtic le s  o f  lu x u r y , as stu ffs , p u r p le , s ilv e r  a n d  g o ld  j 

b u t  lik e w ise  n e c e ssa r ie s  as le a d , t in , a n d  c o r n . T h e ir  e x p o r ts  w e r e  o n ly  

s la v e s , ir o n , a n d  c o p p e r . T h e y  h a d  o n ly  c o p p e r  c o in . S u c h  c o m m o ­

d ities  w e re  n o t  fitte d  fo r  d is ta n t  la n d  c a r r ia g e ; th e  fo r e ig n  tra d e rs  m u s t  

th e r e fo r e  h a v e  b e e n  th e  C a r th a g in ia n s , n o tw ith s ta n d in g  w h a t  N ie b u h r  

su p p o se s , n a m e ly , th a t  “  E tr u r ia  m u s t  h a v e  b e e n  th e  e m p o r iu m  o f  tra d e  

b e t w e e n  th e  sea , th e  r e s t  o f  I t a ly , a n d  th e  r e m o te s t  b a rb a ria n  n a tio n s , 

t o  w h o m  th e r e  w as a  sa fe  a n d  sa cre d  r o a d  a cro ss  th e  A l p s !” — P . 8 7 .

H e r e ,  h o w e v e r , th is  w rite r  is a t  issu e  w ith  L i v y ,  w h o  sty le s  th ese  

* Vol. i. p. 97. ~+ Pliny, lib. xxxiii. c. 7. t  Cataline’s Conspiracy.



mountains the “ pathless Alps,”  and says, that there did not exist even 
a tradition, that they had been climbed over previous to the invasion of 
the Gauls, under Bellovesus, anno U. C. 364.*
. I n  th e  b e g in n in g  o f  th e  fo u r th  c e n tu r y  o f  th e  c ity , th e  R o m a n s -h a d  

to  se n d  in to  G r e e c e  fo r  a  c o d e  o f  ju r is p r u d e n c e , E tr u r ia  n o t  b e in g  a b le  

to  fu rn ish  a  s y s te m  o f  ju d ic ia l  or  le g is la tiv e  e n a c tm e n ts , a d e q u a te  to  

su c h  a n  in fa n t  s ta te  o f  s o c ie ty . S u c h  are s o m e  o f  th e  c ir c u m s ta n c e s  

r e p o r te d  in  th e  e a r ly  h is to r y  o f  th is  p e o p le  w h ich , s h o w  th e ir  g ro ss  i g n o ­

ra n c e  in  lite r a tu r e , a n d  s c ie n c e  u n til  th e  t im e  w h e n  th e y  b e g a n  to  m a k e  

fo r e ig n  c o n q u e s ts , a n d , b y  in fe r e n c e , th e  E tr u s c a n s , w ith  w h o m , d u r in g  

th is  lo n g  p e r io d , t h e y  n e v e r  c e a se d  to  b e  e n g a g e d  in  im p o r ta n t  tra n sa c ­

t io n s . M a n y  m o r e , k n o w n  t o  u s  a ll as sc h o o lb o y s , m ig h t  b e  g le a n e d  

fr o m  th e  sa m e  so u r c e s , i f  n e c e ssa r y . B u t  th e r e  is a n o th e r  v ie w  o f  th is  

p a r t  o f  o u r  s u b je c t  w h ic h  w e  m u s t  n o t  o m it  to  n o t ic e , n a m e ly , th a t  th e  

w h o le  o f  th e  first a g e  o f  R o m e , w h ic h  e x te n d s  to  th e  e x t in c t io n  o f  

m o n a r c h y , is  a c c o u n te d , b y  so m e  o f  th e  b e s t  L a t in  a u th o r s , fa b u lo u s , a n  

o p in io n  to  w h ic h  N ie b u h r  su b sc r ib e s , w h o  sty le s  th e  h is to r y  o f  th e  K in g s  

a poeticfction .f P lu ta r c h , t  S o lin u s , a n d  S t . A u s t in  §  a ll e x p r e ss  th e  d is ­

c o r d a n c e  p r e v a le n t  in  th e ir  d a y s  r e s p e c t in g  th e  aera a n d  th e  fo u n d e r  o f  

R o m e  ;  b u t  th e  o b se rv a tio n s  o f  S ir  Is a a c  N e w t o n  o n  th is  p o in t  a re  d e ­

s e r v in g  o f  p a rtic u la r  a tte n tio n . “ W h e n  th e  G r e e k s  a n d  L a t in s  w e r e  

fo r m in g  th e ir  te c h n ic a l c h r o n o lo g y , th e r e  w e r e  g r e a t  d isp u te s ' a b o u t  th e  

a n tiq u ity  o f  R o m e . T h e  G r e e k s  m a d e  i t  m u c h  o ld e r  th a n  th e  O l y m ­

p ia d s . S o m e  o f  th e m  sa id  it  w a s  b u ilt  b y  A S n e a s ; o th e rs  b y  R o in u s  

th e  g r a n d s o n  o f  L a t in u s  K i n g  o f  th e  A b o r i g i n e s ; o th e r s  b y  R o m u s , so n  

o f  U ly s s e s  ; o r  o f  A s c a n iu s  ;  or  o f  I t a lu s . S o m e  o f  th e  L a t in s  a g r e e d  

w ith  th e  G r e e k s , th a t i t  w a s b u ilt  b y  R o m u lu s , so n  o r  g r a n d so n  o f  

iE n e a s . T im a e u s  S ic u lu s  a n d  N se n iu s  th e  p o e t  w e r e  o f  th is  o p in io n . 

H ith e r t o  n o th in g  c erta in  w as a g r e e d  u p o n  ;  b u t  a b o u t  o n e  h u n d r e d  a n d  

f i f ty  y ea rs a fte r  th e  t im e  o f  A le x a n d e r  th e  G r e a t , th e y  b e g a n  to  sa y  

t h a t ' R o m e  w a s b u ilt  a  s e c o n d  t im e  b y  R o m u lu s , in  th e  fifte e n th  a g e  

a fte r  th e  d e str u c tio n  o f  T r o y , r e c k o n in g  th e  a g e  a t  a b o u t  t h ir ty -o n e  

y e a r s .”  • '

* lib. v. c. 34. f  Vol. i. p. 188-9. f  Life of Romulus.
§ Apud. Ant. Un. His. vol.xi, f  Chronology, p. 128!



T h i s  p a ssa g e  is  o f  v a lu e  as sh o w in g  th e  u n c e r ta in  n a tu r e  o f  th e  tra ­

d itio n s  b e fo r e  th e  t im e  o f  C a to  th e  C e n s o r , w h o  flo u r ish e d  a b o u t  th is  

d ista n c e  o f  t im e  fr o m  th e  d e a th  o f  A le x a n d e r . E v e n  N ie b u h r  a c k n o w ­

le d g e s  th u s  m u c h , a lth o u g h  p r o b a b ly  h e  w a s n o t  a w a re  o f  th e  a d m iss io n . 

I t  h as b e e n  a lr e a d y  n o t ic e d , th a t  h e  c o n sid e rs  th e  h is to r y  o f  th e  m o n a r ­

c h y  a  p o e t i c  f a b l e ,  c o m p o s e d  fr o m  o ld  so n g s  w h ic h  u s e d  to  b e  s u n g  a t  

c o n v iv ia l e n te r ta in m e n ts . I n  o th e r  p a rts  o f  th e  sa m e  v o lu m e  a re  th e  

fo l lo w in g  r e m a r k s . “  W h e n  h isto r ia n s  a ro se , h is to r y  w as a lo n e  a tte n d e d  

to  ; b u t  m o n u m e n ts  a n d  r e c o r d s  w e r e  n o t  c o n s u lte d . T h e  R o m a n  r e ­

c o r d s  w e r e  c e r ta in ly  fr o m  th e  e a r lie st  t im e s  m e a g r e  in  c o m p a r iso n  w ith  

th o s e  o f  th e  G r e e k s . T h e i r  la w s  w e re  fo r  a  lo n g  t im e  o n ly  e n g r a v e n  

o n  o a k , a n d  w e r e  e n t ir e ly  b u r n t  w h e n  th e  G a u ls  t o o k  R o m e . T h e  

o n ly  a n c ie n t  d o c u m e n t  r e c o r d e d  o f  t h e  w h o le  p e r io d  o f  th e  m o n a r c h y  

is  th e  le a g u e  o f  S e rv iu s  T u ll iu s  w ith  th e  L a t in , a n d  o f  th e  la s t  

T a r q u in iu s  w ith  th e  G a b i i .” *  N o t  o n ly  th e  A n n a ls  o f  th e  K in g s ,  

b u t  e v e r y  n a rra tiv e  o f  th o s e  t im e s  w e r e  c o m p le t e ly  d e s tr o y e d .” +  

“  T h e  sa c r e d  c e r e m o n ie s  o f  th e  R o m a n  r e lig io n  r e s t  u p o n  g r a tu ito u s  in ­

te r p r e ta t io n .” !: H e r e  h is  m e a n in g  a p p e a rs t o  b e  th a t  th e  d e r i v a t i o n  o f

th e se  c e r e m o n ie s  w a s u n c e r ta in . “  T h e  E tr u s c a n  a n n a ls , fr o m  w h ic h  

V a r r o  c o p ie d , w e r e  n o th in g  b u t  a  le g e n d a r y  p r ie s t ly  lite r a tu r e .”  §  

“  T h e  a n n a l s  o f  th e  P o n tific e s , a n d  th e  F a s t i  T r i u m p h a l e s ,  d id  n o t  c o m ­

m e n c e  u n til  th e  b a tt le  o f  th e  R e g i l lu s ”  || ( t h e  b e g in n in g  o f  th e  C o m m o n ­

w e a lth ) . “  T h e  P o n tific a l a n n a ls  fa ls ifie d  h is to r y  in  fa v o u r  o f  th e  

p a tr ic ia n s .” ^]" “  T h e  C o n s u la r  E a s ti , a n d  th o s e  o f  th e  m o n a r c h y , a re  

su s p ic io u s .” * *  “  T h e  r e c e iv e d  F a s ti , o f  th e  4 th  a n d  5 th  c e n tu r ie s , are  

fu l l  o f  s tr ik in g  in a c c u r a c ie s .” ++  “  T h e  L ib r i  F a ta le s  e n jo in e d  h u m a n  

s a c r ific e .”  “  T h e  S ib y llin e  b o o k , p u r c h a se d  b y  T a r q u in , p e r ish e d  in  

th e  c o n fla g r a tio n  o f  t h e  c a p ita l.”

“  T h e  k e e p e r s  o f  th e  S ib y llin e  b o o k s  s e ld o m  v e n tu r e d  to  o p e n  th e m .  

W e  k n o w  n o t  in  w h a t  la n g u a g e  t h e y  w e r e  w r i t t e n ; p r o b a b ly , in  G r e e k ,  

as G r e e c e  w a s  r a n s a c k e d  fo r  tra d itio n s  to  s u p p ly  th e  p la c e  o f  th o se  

w h ic h  w e r e  b u r n t  j in  w h ic h  c a se  th e  p r ie sts  c o u ld  k n o  w  n o th in g  o f  th e m , 

as th e y  d u r s t  n o t  a d m it  a n  in te rp re te r  to  a  k n o w le d g e  o f  th e ir  c o n te n ts .”

* Page 185. f  Page 187. t  Page 175. § Page 362.
II Page 382. f  Page 190. ** Page 201. f f  Page 202.



B u t  h o w  d o e s  h e  a sto n ish  th e  r e a d e r  w h e n , in  th e  fa c e  o f  s u c h  c o n ­

c e ss io n s , h e  asserts th a t  m a n y  h is to r ic a l m o n u m e n ts , c o n s is t in g  o f  b o o k s ,  

a n d  in sc rip tio n s  o n  s t o n e  o r  b r a s s ,  e x is te d , a n d  w e r e  in te llig ib le  i.h th e  

t im e  o f  C a to , a n d  c o n t in u e d  e v e n  u n til  th a t  o f  S y l la .*  Still, m o r e  

w h e n , o n  th e  a u th o r ity  o f  D io n y s iu s , X a n t h u s , a  L y d ia n  h isto ria n  o f  n o  

c e r ta in  a g e  o r  c h a r a c te r , a n d  th e  N a t i v e  A n n a l s  o f  E t r u r i a ,  h e  c o n tr a ­

d ic ts  H e r o d o t u s  a n d  th e  o th e r  r e sp e c ta b le  a u th o rs  w h o  c o in c id e  w ith  

h im  in  d e r iv in g  t h e  E r u s c a n s  fr o m  L e s s e r  A s i a  ; t  w h e n  h e  re fe rs  to  

e a r ly  n a t iv e  a n n a ls  w r itte n  b e fo r e  G re e k , lite r a tu re  p r e d o m in a te d  ; $ to  

th e  S ib y llin e  b o o k s , w h ic h  h e  sa ys w e r e  r e a d  b y  D io n y s iu s  ; §  a n d  to  th e  

sa c r e d  b o o k s  o f  th e  E tr u s c a n s , th e  L i b t H  J i i t u a l e s  fo r  th e  E tr u s c a n  o r i­

g in  o f  th e  w h o le  o f  th e  p r im itiv e  c o n s t itu t io n  o f  R o m e , ||

T h i s  a u th o r  se e m s to  g o  a b r o a d  in  q u e s t  o f  any. o b s c u r e  w r ite r  o r  

tr a d it io n  t o  s u p p o r t  w h a t  m a y  b e  te r m e d  h is  n e w  t h e o r y  o f  a n c ie n t  t r a n ­

s a c t io n s , a c c e p t in g  o r  r e fu s in g  th e  g u id a n c e  o f  a c c r e d ite d  h isto r ia n s , ju s t  

as t h e y  su it  h is p e c u lia r  v ie w s . T h u s  h e  r e v e rse s  th e  a c c o u n t  o f  H e r o ­

d o tu s  th a t  th e  T y r r h e n ia n s  w e r e  a  c o lo n y  fr o m  L y d i a ,  in to  an  e m ig r a ­

t io n  fr o m  T y r r h e n ia  in to  G r e e c e  u p o n  th e  a u th o r ity  o f  M y r s ilu s ,^ f  a  

w rite r  u n k n o w n  in  c la ss ic  h is to r y . B u t  h is  c a p ric io u s  tr e a tm e n t  o f  

so m e  o f  th e  m o s t  a b le  a n d  c a n d id  h isto ria n s  o f  a n t iq u ity  is  d e s e r v in g  o f  

e sp e c ia l a n im a d v e r s io n : fo r  in s ta n c e , in  o n e  p la c e  h e  sa y s , “  P o ly b iu s  

is  n o t  t o  b e  r e lie d  u p o n  in  h is to r ic a l m a tte r s  o f  r e m o te  a n t iq u ity  ; ” * *  in  

a n o th e r , th a t  “  h e  w rite s  w ith  so  m u c h  c a u tio n  a n d  a c c u r a c y  th a t  e v e r y  

w o r d  h e  u se s  m u s t  b e  ta k e n  as s ig n ific a n t.” t +  D io n y s iu s  is , in  g e n e r a l ,  

h is • fa v o u r ite  a u th o r ity , w h o , h e ’ te lls  u s , “ w as r e n o w n e d  as a  c r it ic  

a m o n g  h is c o t e m p o r a r ie s ;” t t  y e t ,  e lse w h e r e , h e  c la sses  h im  w ith  P lu ta r c h  

“  as a  m a n  o f  w e a k  d is c e r n m e n t ,” 5 §  a n d  “  w h o se  ju d g m e n t  w a s w a r p e d  

b y  p r e ju d ic e .”  IIII H e  a p p e a ls  to  V a r r o  as a  s ta n d a r d  a u th o r ity  o n  m a n y  

o c c a sio n s , y e t  h e  a lso  w rite s  th a t  “  h is  a u th o r ity , as t o  th e  s itu a tio n s  a n d  

n a m e s  o f  p la c e s  d e s tr o y e d  in  v e r y  r e m o te  a g e s , is , in  fa c t , o f  lit t le  v a lu e .  

B u t  w h a te v e r  w e ig h t  m a y  r e a so n a b ly  b e  a s s ig n e d  t o  h im  w h e r e  a n c ie n t  

d o c u m e n ts  c o u ld  b e  b r o u g h t  t o  l ig h t , y e t  h is c o n fu s e d  k n o w le d g e  a n d

* Vol.i., p. 2a t  P.p. 67-77- t  Page 175. $ Page 142-178. || Page 193.
1 P.p. 169-170. ** Page 51. f t  Page 249. Page — . §§ Page 169- l|j| Page 142.



wavering judgment, tend much and justly to diminish his credit, on oc­
casions where critical penetration alone can justify the boldness of ven­
turing on an untrodden path without a guide.” * Livy, whose elegant 
and valuable history he has taken as his text book, he declares, “ is not 
to be depended upon when the chronology of foreign nations is con­
cerned j” t  that, “ from a poetical spirit he relates things rather in the 
style of history, than as real history ;” t that “ he did not seek truth 
with simplicity of spirit, and is an affectedly ingenious investigator who 
deserts the natural and obvious meaning.” § These, and they are but 
a few of those to be found in this volume, are manifest inconsistencies, 
and surprise us as dropping from the pen of a professor of ancient his­
tory. He is the most recent, the most confident, and, perhaps, the 
most popular advocate for the existence of a high degree of civilization 
and skill in the arts and sciences among the ancient Etruscans, before 
the asra of authentic history: but opinions founded on books of augury, 
the Sybilline oracles, annals written by savages, monuments whose ex­
istence is not authenticated, and whose inscriptions were, at all events, 
never intelligible, and other similar data, which were despised by the 
classic historians of Rome, are not likely to command respect in the 
present day, nor would they have been noticed here, did not their hos­
tility to the view of the subject maintained in this paper render it neces­
sary to expose their fallacy by an analytical examination. It now 
remains to make only one or two observations on the temples at 
Paestum.

In the dark and turbulent ages which succeeded the Trojan war, in­
testine sedition, foreign invasion, or the restless spirit of adventure oc­
casioned extensive migrations from Greece in various directions. Some 
of the most important settled in the south of Italy and in Sicily, which 
settlements were afterwards included in the generic term Magna Grae- 
cia. With the exception of Eubaean Cumae whose foundation ascends 
to the heroic ages, the greater number of Greek colonies in those parts 
were planted during the 8th century B. C., chiefly by the Eubaeans 
of Chalcis, the Achaeans of Peloponnesus, and the Dorian states,

* Page 125. f  Page 55. % Page 169. § Page 315.



particularly Corinth, by whom Syracuse was founded. Crotona, the most 
considerable city of the Achaeans and of all Italy in ancient times, was 
built 710 years B. C. Sybaris, its rival, was built about the same,time, 
and by the same nation. The former sent colonies to Tirina, Caulonia, 
and Pandosia; the latter built Laus, Metapontum, and Poseidonia or 
Paestum. Many other cities sprung up at the same time both in Sicily 
and Italy, over the whole southern coast of which the Syracusans had 
extended their settlements in the 6th century B. C., and in the follow­
ing the colonies of Magna Graecia had risen superior to the mother 
country in wealth, power, and refinement. During all this time Proper 
Greece was in a state of semi-barbarism, and had made but little pro­
gress either in literature or the arts. The refinement of Magna Graecia 
clearly emanated from the Asiatic Greek cities, which had been planted 
about the same time with the western colonies, and with which they 
maintained an intimate intercourse. From Miletus, the capital of 
Ionia, the arts and manners of the polished Lydians might easily pass, 
without communication with Proper Greece, to the wealthy towns of 
Italy and Sicily. But history is deficient in materials for tracing the 
causes of the wonderful prosperity of some of these cities. Many, as 
formerly in Holland, seem to have contained an excess of, private 
wealth, beyond reasonable objects of expenditure. Agrigentum, for 
example, was a vast city commanding a territory scarcely equal to one 
of our smallest counties, in which 20,000 wealthy citizens were sove­
reigns over 180,000 free subjects, sovereigns and subjects both having 
under them slaves unnumbered. Their extraordinary wealth was dis­
played in the magnificence of public edifices, and in the splendid enjoy­
ment of private fortunes. They had begun and almost completed the 
celebrated temple of Jupiter, on whose pediment were the celebrated 
sculptures of the defeat of the Giants and the taking of Troy. 
Nothing could rival the beauty and elegance of their tombs to perpe­
tuate the fame of their coursers which had obtained the prize at Olym­
pia ; and to commemorate the quails and other delicate birds which 
were cherished by the effeminate youth of both sexes.

This prosperity and refinement, had, in a certain degree, spread 
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through the principal Greek cities of Italy, antecedently to the appear­
ance of even brick buildings, either in Etruria or Rome; for in the 5th 
century B. C. such was the weakness and barbarism of the Italian 
tribes that, according to the testimony of Greek and Roman writers, 
wherever almost a Grecian pirate chose to settle on the coast he found 
no force among the natives capable of resistance; and it is allowed that 
Rome was but a collection of thatched cottages, until it was destroyed 
by the Gauls. Here, then, we find all that is necessary, in regard to 
wealth, science, taste, and peculiarity of religious worship, for the con­
struction of the Paestan temples, among the Greek inhabitants of that 
city or district; while throughout the whole of this paper we have not 
discovered a single similar circumstance in favour of their Etruscan 
origin.

The same arguments might be effectually urged against a supposed 
Etruscan style of architecture, still visible in many parts of Tuscany and 
Magna Graecia, as Fondi, Crotona,and Cora; and which consists in having 
the sides and angles of large polygonal blocks accurately adapted to each 
other without cement; did we not know that similar specimens are to 
be found at Mycenae, the Pynx at Athens, the walls of Mantinea and 
Chaeronea, and in almost all the fortified cities in Proper Greece and 
Epirus; which shows, beyond doubt, that it was derived from Greece.

But many, and Paoli in particular,* consider the three temples at 
Paestum, from their style and proportions, to have been built by 
Etruscans, and before the arrival of the Greeks in Calabria. Here, 
however, we have on the other side, the opinion'of Mr. Wilkins, a com­
petent judge of the national characteristics of architecture, who informs 
us that the largest of the three is decidedly Greek, and the two smaller 
Roman, built in subsequent ages when the arts had been long on the 
decline. “ There can exist little doubt,” he observes, “ in the minds 
of those who are accustomed to contemplate the features of ancient 
architecture, that the largest was coeval with the very earliest period of 
the Grecian migration to the south of Italy. The Grecian character is 
too strongly marked to admit of any argument whether its origin was 

* Apud Wilkin’s Magna Gracia, p. 59, note.



prior or subsequent to the possession of Poseidonia by that people. 
Low columns with a great diminution of the shaft, bold projecting capi­
tals, a. massive entablature, and triglyphs placed at the angles of 
Zophorus, are strong presumptive proofs of its great antiquity. The 
shafts of the columns diminish in a straight line from the base to the 
top, although at first sight they have the appearance of swelling in the 
middle.”*

But, as the style of the great temple at Paestum, predominates also in 
most of the temples remaining in Sicily, and in one, of which small relics 
only are left, at Pompeii, and differs from what is found common in 
Greece, and among the Grecian settlements in Lesser Asia, does not 
this discrepance show—say the advocates for the Etruscan origin of the 
Sicilian and Prnstan buildings—that these are Italian and not Grecian 
architecture ? I answer, no, for the reasons assigned for this discrepance 
by Mr. Mitford.t “ But not,” says this excellent historian, “ to say 
any more of the total want of testimony to the existence of an Italian 
people capable of teaching architecture to the Greeks, the following 
considerations may, I think, sufficiently account for the difference be­
tween the style of the Attic, and that of the Sicilian and Prnstan build­
ings. Sybaris was destroyed about eighteen years before the invasion of 
Xerxes, and the buildings of Agrigentum, where the noblest ruins of 
Sicily remain, were raised, according to Diodorus, immediately after the 
event, when Athens was also to be restored, after its complete destruc­
tion by the Persians. It is likely that the Agrigentines and Sybarites 
would build in the style of their forefathers; but we are well informed 
that the Athenians did otherwise. Themistocles, who superintended 
the rebuilding of Athens, splendid in his disposition, rather to excess, 
acquainted with the elegancies of Asia Minor, and possessing power to 
command the science, art, and taste of the country, would not restore 
when he could improve. Cimon, who succeeded him in the administra­
tion, was also remarkable for his magnificence; and he too had seen 
whatever the Asiatic coast possessed of great and beautiful. But the 
ornamental buildings of both those great men were comparatively little

* Magna Gracia, p. 59. f  H ist of Greece, vol. ii., p. 299, note.



t o  w h a t  w e r e  a fte r w a rd s  r a ise d  b y  P e r ic le s  u n d e r  t h e  d ir e c t io n  o f  P h i­

d ia s . T h e  fa m e  o f  th e  b u ild in g s  o f  A t h e n s  th e n  sp r e a d in g  o v e r  G r e e c e ,  

a  n e w  s ty le  o f  a r c h ite c tu r e  w a s  in tr o d u c e d  g r a d u a lly  e v e r y w h e r e . T h e  

I o n ic  o r d e r  h a d  b e e n  im p o r t e d  in to  A t t i c a  fr o m  A s i a ;  th e  C o r in th ia n  

w a s so o n  a fte r  in v e n te d  b y  a n  A t h e n ia n  a r c h it e c t ;  a n d  t h e  D o r i c  i t s e l f  

b e g a n  t o  c h a n g e  its  a n c ie n t , s im p le , a n d  m a ss iv e  g r a n d e u r , fo r  m o r e  

e m b e llis h m e n t , l ig h tn e s s , a n d  g r a c e .”

' T h e s e  q u o ta tio n s  r e m o v e  a ll d o u b t  r e s p e c t in g  th e  a rc h ite c ts  o f  th e  

P a ssta n  t e m p le s , a n d  th e  la tte r  sh o w s  th a t  t h e  T u s c a n  o rd e r  is n o  o th e r  

th a n  t h e  o ld  D o r i c ,  as i t  e x is te d  b e fo r e  t h e  a g e  o f  P e r ic le s . I t  i s ,  

th e r e fo r e , n e e d le s s  t o  se e k  fo r  o th e r  p r o o f  th a t  th e  E tr u s c a n s  w e r e  n o t  

th e  fo u n d e r s  o f  th o s e  b u ild in g s  w h ic h  h a v e  s u r v iv e d  n e a r  n in e  c e n tu rie s  

th e  t o ta l  d e s tr u c tio n  o f  th e  c i t y . T h a t  t h e y  w e r e  c o n s tr u c te d  p r e v io u s  

to  th e  a rr iv a l o f  t h e  G r e e k s  in  I t a ly ,  is  a n  a sse rtio n  fo u n d e d  o n  ig n o ­

r a n c e  o f  a n c ie n t  h i s t o r y ;  fo r  i t  is  w e ll  k n o w n  th a t  b o t h  I t a ly  a n d  S ic ily ,  

in  H o m e r ’ s t im e , w e r e  k n o w n  o n ly  b y  n a m e . T h e y  w e r e  r e g io n s  o f  

im a g in a r y  m o n ste r s  a n d  r e a l sa v a g e s , w h o , a c c o r d in g  to  th is  g r e a t  p o e t ,  

n e ith e r  p lo u g h e d  n o r  s o w e d . “  T h e y  f e e d ,”  h e  sa y s , “ o n  th e  s p o n ta ­

n e o u s  p r o d u c tio n s  o f  th e  s o i l ;  t h e y  h a v e  n o  a sse m b lie s  fo r  p u b lic  

d e b a t e ; n o  m a g is tr a te s  t o  e n fo r c e  l a w s ;  n o  fe d e r a l u n io n  n o r  c o m m o n  

c o n c e r n  o f  a n y  k i n d ;  b u t  th e y  d w e ll in  c a v e r n s , o r  o n  th e  to p s  o f  

m o u n ta in s , a n d  e v e r y  o n e  is m a g is tr a te  o r  la w g iv e r  to  h is  o w n  f a m i ly .” *  

T h e  s itu a tio n  o f  Pass tu rn , in  th e  m id s t  o f  a  w id e  p la in , w a s  m o s t  h a p p ily  

a d a p te d  t o  t h e  p u r p o se s  o f  c o m m e r c e  a n d  a g r ic u ltu r e . I t s  p o r t  w a s  

h ig h ly  a d v a n ta g e o u s  t o  th e  in te r e sts  o f  th e  c ity , a n d  w a s fr e q u e n te d  b y  

th e  m e r c h a n ts  o f  d is ta n t  n a tio n s . D u r i n g  a  p e r io d  o f  m o r e  th a n  2 0 0  

y e a r s  fr o m  th e ir  first e s ta b lis h m e n t , th e  P o s id o n ia n s  e n jo y e d  a  sta te  o f  

tra n q u illity  in  th e ir  p o sse ss io n s . A n  e q u a l d e g r e e  o f  p r o sp e r ity  w a s  

e n jo y e d  b y  n e a r ly  a ll th e  G r e c ia n  s e tt le m e n ts  in  I t a ly  a n d  S ic i ly . I t  is , 

th e r e fo r e , n a tu r a l to  su p p o se  th a t , fr o m  th e  g u l fs  o f  S a le rn o  a n d  N a p le s ,  

in  p a r tic u la r , a  g le a m  o f  c iv iliz a tio n  w o u ld , in  t im e , r e a c h  th e  c o a st  o f  

T u s c a n y , e ith e r  th r o u g h  th e  m e d iu m  o f  tra d e  o r  p ir a tic a l e x c u r s io n s ,  

a n d  in  th is  m a n n e r  w e  m a y  a c c o u n t  fo r  th o s e  r u d e  in stitu tio n s  a n d  arts

* Odyss. lib, ix.



w h ic h  a p p e a r  to  h a v e  b e e n  k n o w n  th e r e  d u r in g  th e  first s e r a  o f  R o m a n  

h i s t o r y ;  b u t  in  a ll th a t  I  h a v e  r e a d  r e s p e c t in g  th e  a n c ie n t  E t r u s c a n s , I  

h a v e  m e t  w ith  n o t h in g  in  a n y  a u th o r  o f  r e p u te  w h ic h  c o u n te n a n c e s  th e  

o p in io n  th a t  th e y  w e r e  e v e r  a n  e n lig h te n e d  a n d  sc ie n tific  p e o p l e ;  o n  

th e  c o n tr a r y , th e y  a p p e a r  t o  h a v e  b e e n  s u b d u e d  a n d  in c o r p o r a te d  w ith  

th e  R o m a n  C o m m o n w e a lt h  b e fo r e  t h e y  h a d  e m e r g e d  fr o m  a  sta te  o f  

b a rb a rism .


