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LI.—R u i u p i a r u m  R e l i q u i a e ,  o r ,  a n  A c c o u n t  o f  th e  c e l e b r a t e d  R o m a n  S t a 

t io n , R u t u p i c e ,  n e a r  S a n d w i c h ,  in  th e  C o u n t y  o f  K e n t ,  w it h  R e m a r k s  o n  

J u l i u s  C a e s a r ’ s  L a n d i n g  P l a c e ,  in  B r i t a i n .  B y  Thomas Charles Bell.

T h e  attempt of the present essay is to throw some light upon the his
tory of the famous Roman Station, R u t u p i c e ,  more commonly called 
Richborough, situate on an eminence about a mile and a half to the 
northward of the town of Sandwich, on the eastern coast of Kent, 

Various have been the opinions respecting the place of Julius Caesar’s 
landing on his first expedition against Britain, some having supposed it 
to have been t o  the southward, while others, and as it should seem with 
more probability, from the accounts left us by Caesar himself, that it 
must have taken place to the northward of Dover. This last opinion is 
much strengthened by a survey of the coast in that direction, where 
we find, as will afterwards be shewn, an open level country, such as 
would most likely be chosen by a skilful general for the landing of his 
troops.

Caesar informs us that he landed at about eight miles from Dover, on 
an open level shore. At Dover the cliffs are remarkably high and per
pendicular, and thus continue northward, but gradually decrease in 
height, until near Walmer, where the cliffs terminate, and the beach or 
level shore commences, and continues as far as Sandown Castle, about 
a mile and half further northward, where the sand hills commence.— 
These cpver a tract of land extending from the beach into the country, 
upon an average of about half a mile, and along the shore northward 
almost to the mouth of the river Stour, or entrance into Sandwich Haven, 
nearly two miles further. They form a barren and very rugged tract, 
being composed of heaps of loose sand.

The whole of the land extending behind these, from Deal on the 
v o l . i i . 3 d



s o u th , t o  W o o d n e s b o r o u g h  H i l l  o n  th e  w e s t , a n d  fr o m  t h e n c e  to  E a c h -  

e n d , a b o u t  a  m ile  a n d  a  h a l f  o n  th e  r o a d  fr o m  S a n d w ic h  t o  C a n te r b u r y ,  

a n d  p r o c e e d in g  n o r th w a r d  a n d  fo r m in g  a  lit t le  b a y , in  w h ic h  th e  v a lle y  

o f  G o s s  H a l l  is  n o w  s itu a te d , r o u n d  th e  h e a d la n d  o f  R i c h b o r o u g h , is  o n e  

c o n t in u e d  le v e l  a n d  m a r s h y  tr a c t  o f  c o u n t r y , w ith  a ll th e  a p p e a r a n c e  o f  

h a v in g  b e e n , n o t  m a n y  a g e s  s in c e , o v e r f lo w e d  b y  th e  sea , a n d  fo r m in g  

an  e x te n s iv e  b u t  sh a llo w  b a y .

W i t h  r e g a r d  to  th e  sa n d  h ills  th e m s e lv e s , as th e ir  e le v a tio n  is  c o n s i 

d e r a b ly  a b o v e  t h e -le v e l  o f  t h e  s u r r o u n d in g  la n d s , it  a p p e a rs q u e s t io n a b le  

w h e th e r  th e s e  h a v e  b e e n  fo r m e d  b y  an  a c c u m u la t io n  o f  sa n d  c o n tin u a lly  

th r o w n  u p  b y  th e  sea  s in c e  its  r e tr e a t , a n d  th u s  r a is in g  as i t  w e r e  a n  

e m b a n k m e n t  a g a in s t  a n y  e n c r o a c h m e n t  o n  th e  la n d  i t  h a d  r e c e n t ly  l e f t ; 

o r  w h e th e r  t h e y  o r ig in a lly  e x is te d  as sh o a ls  l ik e  th o s e  o f  th e  G o o d w in  

a n d  o th e r  sa n d s , d o e s  n o t  a p p e a r  t o  b e  e sse n tia l t o  th e  p r e s e n t  e n q u ir y .

T h e  o b je c t  is  t o  a sc e rta in  th e  e x a c t  p la c e  o f  C aesar’ s l a n d i n g ;  a n d  

th is , as h a s  b e e n  a b ly  sh e w n  in  a  p a p e r  in s e r te d  in  t h e  M e c h a n i c s ’  M a 

g a z i n e  fo r  M a y ,  1 8 2 7 , m a y  b e  p r e t t y  c le a r ly  a s c e r t a in e d .b y  c o m p a r in g  

s o m e  o b s e r v a tio n s  C aesar h as le f t  in  h is  C o m m e n t a r ie s  w ith  a s tr o n o m i

c a l e v id e n c e  b y  c a lc u la t io n , as a n  e x t r a c t  fr o m  th e  p a p e r  a llu d e d  to  w il l  

c le a r ly  p r o v e . “  T h e  -first e x p e d it io n  o f  C aesar in to  B r ita in  t o o k  p la c e  

in  th e  y e a r  o f  th e  c o n su lsh ip  o f  P o m p e y  a n d  C r a ssu s , th e  5 5 th  y e a r  b e 

fo r e  C h r i s t ; a n d  w ith  r e s p e c t  t o  th e  t im e  o f  th e  y e a r , Caesar e x p r e s s ly  

sa y s , th a t  a  s m a ll p a r t  o f  th e  s u m m e r  b e in g  le f t ,  h e  h a s te n e d  o v e r  in to  

B r ita in , a n d  a rr iv e d  o n  its  c o a s t  a b o u t  th e  fo u r th  h o u r  o f  th e  d a y , w h e n  

h e  b e h e ld  t h e  a r m e d  fo r c e s  o f  th e  e n e m y  d r a w n  u p  in  b a t t le  a rra y  o n  

a ll th e  h ills , to  o p p o s e  h im . T h e  n a tu r e  o f  th e  p la c e  w a s su c h , th a t  th e  

sea  b e in g  e n v ir o n e d  w ith  s te e p  r o c k s , a  d a r t  c o u ld  b e  th r o w n  fr o m  th e  

t o p  o f  th e  c liffs  to  th e  sh o r e . T h e r e  is  n o  d o u b t  b u t  th is  p la c e  w as D o 

v e r , in  fr o n t  o f  w h ic h  C aesar a rr iv e d  a b o u t  t e n  o ’ c lo c k  in  th e  m o r n in g  ; 

h e r e  h e  r e m a in e d  a t  a n c h o r  u n til  th r e e  o ’ c lo c k  in  th e  a fte r n o o n , w h e n  

h a v in g  o b ta in e d  a  fa v o u r a b le  w in d  a n d  t id e  a t  th e  sa m e  t im e , h e  sa iled  

a lo n g  w ith  t h e m , a n d  th e n  la n d e d  u p o n  an  o p e n  le v e l  sh o r e . Caesar  

n e x t  in fo r m s  u s , th a t  a fte r  h e  h a d  b e e n  fo u r  d a y s  o n  th e  is la n d s , a sto rm  

a ro se , w h ic h  d id  g r e a t  d a m a g e  t o  th a t  p a r t  o f  th e  f le e t  a p p o in te d  to



b r in g  o v e r  th e  c a v a lr y , a n d  t h a t  o n  th e  n ig h t  i t  h a p p e n e d  th e r e  w a s a  

fu l l  m o o n . T h i s  e x p r e s s io n , c o n s id e r in g  th a t  a  sm a ll p a r t  o f  th e  s u m 

m e r  o n ly  w a s  r e m a in in g  w h e n  t h e  e x p e d it io n  w a s  u n d e r ta k e n , in c o n t r o -  

v e r t ib ly  d e c id e s  th e  d a y  o n  w h ic h  C aesar la n d e d . C a lc u la t in g  b a c k w a r d s  

fr o m  th e  fu l l  m o o n  in  M a y ,  1 8 2 7 , w e  fin d  th a t  2 3 ,2 5 9  lu n a tio n s  h a v e  

e la p se d  s in c e  A u g u s t  2 7 ,  te n  h o u r s , f i f ty -o n e  m in u te s  p .m .,  fifty -fiv e  

y e a rs  b e fo r e  C h r is t , a t  w h ic h  t im e , c o n s e q u e n tly , th e r e  w a s  a  fu l l  m o o n ,  

a n d  w h ic h  m u s t  b e  th a t  m e n t io n e d  b y  C aesar, as h a p p e n in g  fo u r  d a y s  

a fte r  h e  c a m e  in to  t h e  is la n d . I t  c o u ld  n o t  h a v e  b e e n  th e  fu l l  m o o n  

w h ic h  h a p p e n e d  o n  th e  2 9 t h  J u ly , o r  th a t  o n  th e  2 6 t h  S e p te m b e r , n e a r ly  

a t  n o o n , b e c a u s e , th e n  h e  c o u ld  n o t  s a y , ■ e x i g u d p a r t e  cesta tis  r e l i q u a , ’  

w h e n  h e  w a s  a b o u t  to  u n d e r ta k e  th e  e x p e d itio n  ; n o r  ‘ p r o p i n q u d  d i e  e q u i -  

n o c t i i , ’  w h e n  h e  w a s  g o i n g  t o  r e tu r n  t o  th e  c o n t in e n t . C aesar, th e r e 

fo r e , c a m e  in  fr o n t  o f  th e  c liffs  a t  D o v e r  o n  th e  2 8 d  A u g u s t ,  b . c .  5 5 , 

a c c o r d in g  t o  th e  C a le n d a r  n o w  in  u s e , a n d  a fte r  th r e e  o ’ c lo c k  in  th e  

a fte r n o o n  o f  th a t  d a y , sa ile d  w ith  th e  t id e  e ig h t  m ile s  b e fo r e  h e  la n d e d .  

H e n c e ,  w e  h a v e  o n ly  to  d e te r m in e  w h ic h  w a y  th e  t id e  w a s  r u n n in g  a t  

th a t  t im e . N o w , a t  th e  t im e  o f  fu l l  m o o n , th e  m o o n  so u th s  n e a r ly  at  

m id n ig h t , a n d  in  th is  in s ta n c e , it  is q u ite  c e r ta in  th a t  i t  v /a s  th e  c a se  

w ith in  th r e e  o r  fo u r  m in u te s  e ith e r  w a y  ;  a n d  a llo w in g  th r e e  h o u r s  te n  

m in u te s , fo r  th e  d iffe re n c e  o f  s o u th in g  in  fo u r  d a y s , t h e  m o o n  w o u ld  b e  

so u th  o n  t h e  2 3 d , a t  e ig h t  h o u r s  f if ty  m in u te s  p. m. H e n c e ,  a c c o r d in g  to  

th e  r u le s  la id  d o w n  fo r  c a lc u la t in g  th e  t im e  o f  h ig h  w a te r , it  w a s lo w  

w a te r  a t  D o v e r  o n  th e  a b o v e  d a y , a t  t w o  h o u r s  e ig h t  m in u te s  p . m .—  

T h e r e fo r e , b y  th r e e  o ’ c lo c k , e s p e c ia lly  i f  a c c e le r a te d  b y  a  fa v o u r a b le  

w in d , th e  f lo w -t id e  w o u ld  b e  su ffic ie n tly  u p , w h ic h , r u n n in g  n o r th w a r d ,  

as it  d o e s  o n  th e  c o a s t  o f  D o v e r ,  c a r r ie d  C aesar a n d  h is  f le e t  th a t  w a y .  

C o n s e q u e n tly  t h e  p la in  o p e n  sh o r e  w h e r e  th e  la n d in g  w a s  e ffe c te d , w a s  

n o r th  o f  th e  c liffs  o f  D o v e r ,  a n d  b e t w e e n  th e  S o u th  F o r e la n d  a n d  D e a l .  

T h u s ,  th e  p la c e  o f  C aesar’ s la n d in g , s ta n d s  in  n o  n e e d  o f  c o n je c tu r e , b u t  

is  a lm o s t  a s  c a p a b le  o f  d e m o n s tr a tio n  as a n y  o f  th e  p r o p o s it io n s  in  

E u c l i d .”

I t  is , th e r e fo r e , s o m e w h e r e  o n  th e  c o a s t  n e a r  W a lm e r ,  a n d  b e fo r e  w e  

a rriv e  a t  D e a l ,  th a t  t h e  la n d in g  o f  C aesar’ s tr o o p s  m u s t  h a v e  b e e n



e ffe c te d , s in c e  th is  s p o t , th e  f i r s t  o p e n  a n d  l e v e l  s h o r e ,n o r t h w a r d  o f  D o v e r ,  

is  a b o u t  th e  d is ta n c e  fr o m  t h a t  p la c e  a t w h ic h  C aesar s ta te s  h is  la n d in g  

t o  h a v e  b e e n  e f fe c te d . A f t e r  la n d in g , i t  is n a tu r a l t o  s u p p o s e , th a t  h e  

w o u ld  se a r c h  fo r  s o m e  c o m m a n d in g  sta tio n , u p o n  w h ic h  h e  m ig h t  fo r t i fy  

h i m s e l f  a g a in s t  th e  a ssa u lts  o f  th e  e n e m y , a n d  su c h  a  s ta t io n , th e  o n ly  

o n e , in d e e d , fit te d  fo r  th e  p u r p o s e , w o u ld  b e  fo u n d  u p o n ‘ t h e  h e a d la n d  

o f  R ic h b o r o u g h .

T h e  c o u n t r y  t o  th e  n o r th w a r d  o f  R ic h b o r o u g h , l ik e  th a t  o n  th e  s o u t h 

w a r d , is  a  le v e l  m a r s h y  tr a c t , e x t e n d in g  fr o m  n e a r  th e  site  o f  th e  a n 

c ie n t  to w n  o f  S to n a r  a lo n g  th e  M in s t e r  L e v e l  o n  e a c h  s id e  th e  c o u r se  o f  

th e  r iv e r  S to u r  as fa r  as S a rr , o n  th e  r o a d  fr o m  C a n t e r b u r y  t o  M a r g a t e ,  

a n d  fr o m  t h e n c e  o n  e a c h  s id e  th e  c o u r se  o f  th e  d e c a y e d  r iv e r  W a n t s u m ,  

to  th e  sea  n e a r  R e c u lv e r , o n  th e  n o r th e r n  c o a s t  o f  th is  p a r t  o f  K e n t .  

T h e  w h o le  o f  t h e  tr a c t  o n  e a c h  s id e  th e  S to u r  a n d  W a n t s u m , b e in g  a  

m a r s h y  le v e l ,  l ik e  th a t  o n  th e  o th e r  s id e  o f  R ic h b o r o u g h , p r o b a b ly  fo r m 

e d  an  im m e n s e  e s tu a r y , w id e ly  s e p a r a tin g  th e  I s la n d  o f  T h a n e t  fr o m  

th e  m a in  la n d . T h e  m o u t h  o f  th is  in le t  o f  th e  se a  se e m s  to  h a v e  e x 

te n d e d  fr o m  th e  G o r e ,  o n  th e  e a ste r n , a n d  to  R e c u lv e r  o n  th e  w e ste r n  

s id e , w h e r e  p r o je c t in g  c liffs , o r  h e a d la n d s , a re  s t ill o b s e r v a b le , a n d  

w h ic h  m u s t  h a v e  b e e n  m o r e  p a r tic u la r ly  th e  c a se  w h e n  th e  la n d  w a s  

c o n t in u e d  in to  th e  se a , se v e r a l m ile s  d is ta n t  fr o m  th e  p r e s e n t  s h o r e ;  

b u t  w h ic h  h a s , fr o m  t im e  t o  t im e , b e e n  u n d e r m in e d  a n d  w a sh e d  a w a y , 

as a p p e a rs  b o t h  fr o m  a u th e n tic  r e c o r d s , a n d  fr o m  th e  e v id e n c e  o f  m a n y  

p e r so n s  still r e s id e n t  n e a r  th e  sp o t .

H e n c e ,  R e c u lv e r , th e  R e g u l b i u m  o f  th e  R o m a n s , w a s p r o b a b ly  a  

fo r tif ie d  s ta tio n , c o m m a n d in g  th e  e n tr a n c e  o f  th e  aestuary o n  th e  

n o r th e r n  s id e , as th e  h e a d la n d  o f  R ic h b o r o u g h  d id  o n  th e  s o u t h e r n ;  

a n d , i f  th is  v ie w  b e  c o r r e c t , i t  w il l  th u s  a p p e a r , th a t  th e  c a stle  o f  R ic h 

b o r o u g h  w as e r e c t e d  u p o n  a  n e c k  o f  la n d , a t  th a t  t im e  n e a r ly  su r r o u n d e d ,  

b y  w a te r , b e in g  c o n n e c t e d  w ith  th e  m a in  la n d  o n ly  o n  its  n o r th 

w e s te r n  s id e , a n d  th u s  a ffo r d in g  a  p la c e  o f  g r e a t  s e c u r ity ,

T h e  w h o le  o f  th e  p r e s e n t  im m e n s e  tr a c t  o f  la n d  fr o m  R ic h b o r o u g h  

to  E a c h e n d , a n d  fr o m  th e n c e  b y  W o o d n e s b o r o u g h  to  W a lm e r ,  b e in g  u p 

o n  n e a r ly  th e  sa m e  le v e l , a n d  c o v e r e d  w ith  w a te r , th e  p r e s e n t  to w n  o f



Sandwich could not at that time have been in existence, nor indeed until 
many years after the retiring of the sea, which seems, from the ac
counts of the Saxon historian, Bede, was gradual, and probably occur
red between the fourth and sixth centuries.

T h i s  is th e  m o r e  c le a r ly  b o r n e  o u t  b y  th e  fa c t ,  th a t  n o  R o m a n  

rem a in s  e ith e r  o f  a r m o u r , u te n s ils , o r  c o in s , a re  h ith e r to  k n o w n  to  h a v e  

b e e n  fo u n d  a t  S a n d w ic h , o r  w ith in  th e  m a r sh y  tr a c t  ju s t  d e s c r ib e d ,  

w h ile  o c c a s io n a lly  th e s e  o f  th e  S a x o n , m o r e  p a r tic u la r ly  th e ir  sk e a tta s  

a n d  sm a ll s ilv e r  c o in s  a re  s o m e tim e s  d i s c o v e r e d ;  i t  is  a lso  e v id e n t  

fr o m  t h e  q u a n tit ie s  o f  m a r in e  sh e lls , a lw a y s  th e  d e p o s it  o f  a  r e t ir in g  sea , 

w h ic h  a re  fo u n d  a t  a  sh o r t  d e p th  fr o m  th e  s u r fa c e , b e n e a th  th e  c l i f f  

u p o n  w h ic h  R ic h b o r o u g h  is s itu a te d , th a t  th e  sea  m u s t , a t  s o m e  d is ta n t  

p e r io d , h a v e  f lo w e d  a g a in st  its  v e r y  b a se . I n d e e d , th is  is p r o v e d  fr o m  

t h e  fa c t  n o t ic e d  in  B o y s ’  H i s t o r y  o f  S a n d w i c h ,  p .  8 6 5 , w h e r e  it  is s ta te d , 

th a t  a  fe w  y e a r s  a g o , th e  w o r k m e n  e m p lo y e d  in  d i g g i n g  th e  fo u n d a tio n  

o f  R ic h b o r o u g h  s lu ic e , “  a fte r  p e n e tr a t in g  th r o u g h  w h a t  w a s o n c e  

th e  m u d d y -b e d  o f  th e  r iv e r , th a t  ru n s  c lo s e  b y ,  in  a  m o r e  c o n tr a c te d  

c h a n n e l th a n  fo r m e r ly , c a m e  t o  a  r e g u la r  s a n d y  se a  sh o r e , t h a t  h a d  

b e e n  s u d d e n ly  c o v e r e d  w ith  s ilt , o n  w h ic h  la y  b r o k e n  a n d  e n tire  sh e lls , 

o y s te r s , s e a -w e e d s , t h e  p u r se  o f  th e  th o r n b a c k , a  sm a ll s h o e  w ith  a  m e ta l  

fib u la  in  it , a n d  s o m e  sm a ll h u m a n  b o n e s ;  a ll o f  t h e m , e x c e p t  th e  la st  

a r t ic le , w ith  th e  sa m e  a p p e a r a n c e  o f  fr e sh n e ss  as s u c h  th in g s  h a v e  o n  

th e  sh o re  a t  th is  d a y .”  S u r e ly  th is  m u s t  in c o n tr o v e r t ib ly  p r o v e  th a t  

th e  sea , a n d  th a t  t o o , i f  w e  m a y  j u d g e  fr o m  th e  d is c o v e r y  o f  th e  sh o e  

a n d  fib u la , c o v e r e d  th is  tr a c t  d u r in g  a t  le a s t  th e  ea r lie r  p a r t  o f  th e  t im e  

th e  R o m a n s  w e r e  in  p o sse ss io n  o f  B r ita in .

The present course of the river Stour, which empties itself into the 
sea at Sandwich Haven, is very irregular. At Sarr, it crosses the road 
from Canterbury to Margate, dividing the Isle of Thanet from the main 
land, and running a north-easterly direction along the Minster Level, 
until it arrives at Ebsleet, where it turns, taking a south-westerly di
rection as far as Stonar-cut, close by the high-road from Sandwich to 
Ramsgate, in which direction it continues, with an inclination westward, 
unto about half a mile from Richborough, where it takes almost a direct



w e s te r ly  c o u r s e  to w a r d s  th e  C a s t le , a  sh o r t  d is ta n c e  fr o m  w h ic h  i t  a g a in  

tu r n s  to  t h e  n o r th w a r d , a n d  r e c u r v e s  a t a  d is t a n c e  o f  a b o u t  t w o  h u n 

d r e d  f e e t  fr o m  t h e  e d g e  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  c liff . T h e  n o r th e r n  w a ll o f  t h e  

c a stle  is  in  a  d ir e c t  l in e  w ith  t h e  b an k 's  o f  th is  b e n d in g  o f  th e  r iv e r ,  

w h ic h  r u n s  fr o m  h e n c e  a lm o s t  in  a  p a r a lle l d ir e c t io n , b u t  a t  s o m e  

g r e a te r  d is ta n c e  f r o m  t h e  c liffs . O n  a p p r o a c h in g  S a n d w ic h , i t s  c o u r s e  

a g a in  b e c o m e s  v e r y  t o r tu o u s , w in d in g  a lo n g  th e  n o r th e r n  s id e  o f  t h e  

t o w n , a n d  t h r o u g h  t h e  m a r sh e s  u n ti l  w ith in  a  m ile  o f  th e  sea . I t  th e n  

a g a in  b e n d s  t o  th e  n o r th w a r d , a n d  c o n tin u e s  w ith  m a n y  w in d in g s , a l

m o s t  in  a  p a r a lle l d ir e c t io n  w ith  t h e  s e a -s h o r e  as fa r  as th e  S a lte rn s , a t  

S t o n a r -c u t , o n  th e  r i g h t  h a n d  s id e  o f  th e  r o a d  fr o m  S a n d w ic h  to  R a m s 

g a t e , a p p r o a c h in g  w ith in  a b o u t  a  fu r lo n g  o f  t h e  c o u r se  it  h a d  p r e v io u s ly  

t r a c e d  a  m ile  t o  t h e  n o r th -e a s tw a r d  o f  R i c h b o r o u g h . A t  th is  sp o t  th e  

r iv e r  is u n ite d  b y  S t o n a r -c u t , o v e r  w h ic h  th e  b r id g e  p a sses  fo r  t h e  r o a d  

t o  R a m s g a t e , a n d  th e  r iv e r  c o n tin u e s  in  th e  sa m e  w in d in g  n o r th -e a s t -  

w a r d ly  d ir e c t io n  u n til  i t  e m p tie s  i t s e l f  in to  th e  se a  a t  S h e lln e s s , fo r m 

in g  a  h a v e n  o r  c h a n n e l a m o n g  th e  s h a llo w s  in  t h e  lin e  o f  t h e  c l i f f  a t  

P e g w e ll .

R e l y i n g  o n  t h e  su p p o s it io n , th a t  th e  sea  o n c e  f lo w e d  u p  t o  th e  b a s e  

o f  th e  w a lls  o f  R i c h b o r o u g h , a n d  t h r o u g h  t h e  aestuary , b e tw e e n  T h a n e t  

a n d  th e  m a in  la n d , i t  w ill  r e a d ily  b e  u n d e r s t o o d  h o w  it  w a s , u p o n  th e  

r e t ir in g  o f  th e  sea , th a t  th e  r iv e r  c a m e  to  a s s u m e  its  p r e s e n t  ir r e g u la r  

c o u r s e  ;  m o r e  p a r tic u la r ly  i f  w e  su p p o s e  th e  r e tr o c e s s io n  o f  th e  w a te r s  

to  h a v e  o c c u r r e d  o n  a  s u d d e n . T h e  S to u r , w h ic h , as w e  le a r n  fr o m  it s  

a n c ie n t  n a m e , D u r w h e r n ,  s ig n ify in g  a  s w ift  r iv e r , s w e e p in g  th r o u g h  

t h e  m a r s h y  d is tr ic t  fr o m  F o r d w ic h  to  S to u r m o u th , u p o n  th e  r e t ir in g  o f  

t h e  se a , r e a d ily  w o r e  i t s e l f  a  c h a n n e l th r o u g h ' th e  lo w e r  a n d  s o fte r  so il  

o f  th e  b e d  o f  th e  aestuary, a n d  in  l ik e  m a n n e r  a r o u n d  t h e  h e a d -la n d s  

o f  R ic h b o r o u g h , a n d  th r o u g h  th e  m a r sh y  le v e l  o f  S a n d w ic h  a n d  S to n a r , 

t o  th e  lin e  o f  c o a s t  w h ic h  t h e n  fo r m e d  th e  sh o r e .

The Castle of Richborough is situated on the highest part of the 
eastern edge of the eminence or headland, which we suppose to have 
been nearly surrounded by water, when the bay and aestuary existed. 
It seems to have been a parallelogram, or square, of about 480 feet on



e a c h  s id e . T h e  n o r th e r n  w a ll , in  its  p r e s e n t  s ta te , is  th e  m o s t  p e r fe c t ,  

t h e  fo u n d a tio n  o f  i t  e x is t in g  t h r o u g h o u t , a n d  th e  w a ll its e lf , p a r tic u la r ly  

to w a r d s  th e  e a st , is  a lm o s t  e n tir e  fo r  3 4 0  fe e t  ;  as m a y  b e  se e n  b y  th e  

sh a d e d  lin e s  o n  th e  a c c o m p a n y in g  p la n , ta k e n  o n  a  su r v e y  m a d e  in  

A u g u s t ,  1 8 3 0 . G o o d  p o r tio n s  o f  th e  w e ste r n  a n d  so u th e r n  w a lls  a lso  

r e m a in  ; b u t  th e  e a ste r n  is  e n t ir e ly  d e s tr o y e d , h a v in g  fa lle n  d o w n  w ith  

p a r t o f  th e  b a n k , fr o m  b e in g , p e rh a p s , u n d e r m in e d  b y  th e  se a , as th e  

p la t fo r m  o r  ta b le  o f  la n d  b e n e a th  th e  c liffs , w a lle d  u p , as i t  w e r e , w ith  

ir r e g u la r  m a sse s  o f  t h e  b u ild in g , c le a r ly  in d ic a te s . H u g e  m a sse s  o f  th is  

fa lle n  w a ll  a re  a lso  ly i n g  a t a  sh o r t  d is ta n c e  fr o m  th e  e a ste rn  a n g le  o f  

th e  c a s t le . T h e  w h o le  s p a c e  c o v e r e d , a c c o r d in g  t o  B o y ’ s H i s t o r y ,  w a s  

6 a . 1 r .  8p. o f  g r o u n d  ; a n d  th e  a re a  w ith in  th e  w a lls , 5 a . 3 r .  8p . T h e  

w a lls  w e r e  p r o te c t e d  a t  th e ir  a n g le s  b y  r o u n d  p r o je c t in g  to w e r s , a n d  

a lso  b y  sq u a re  o n e s , a t  ir r e g u la r  d is ta n c e s , a lo n g  t h e  s id e s . T h e r e  a re  

e v id e n c e s  o f  tw o  o f  th e s e  in  t h e  w e ste r n , a n d  o f  t w o  o th e r s  in  th e  

n o r th e r n  w a l l ;  b e s id e s  th e  P o r t a  D e c u m a n a ,  a  n a r r o w  a n d  o b liq u e  e n 

tr a n c e  in to  th e  c a s t le . T h e y  a p p e a r  to  h a v e  b e e n  s o lid  n e a r ly  e ig h t  

fe e t  fr o m  th e  fo u n d a tio n , a n d  a fte r w a r d s  h o l l o w ;  a n d  to  h a v e  p r o je c t e d  

a b o u t  th e  s a m e  d is ta n c e  fr o m  t h e  w a ll . T h e y  w e r e  t h o u g h t  b y  M r .  

B o y s  t o  h a v e  b e e n  d e s ig n e d  fo r  th e  p u r p o s e  o f  c o n ta in in g  s o m e  a p p a ra 

tu s  o f  d e fe n s iv e  m a c h in e r y , as se v e r a l r o u n d  s m o o th  h o le s  in  t h e  w a ll ,  

o f  fr o m  fo u r  to  n in e  in c h e s  in  d ia m e te r , a n d  p e n e tr a tin g  v a r io u s  d e p th s  

fr o m  e ig h t  fe e t  to  te n  in c h e s , w o u ld  s e e m  to  in d ic a te . I n  th e  w e s te r n  

W a ll, 1 1 5  fe e t  n e a re st  th e  n o r th e r n  s id e , a p p e a rs  t o  h a v e  b e e n  a  sp a c io u s  

o p e n in g , a b o u t  tw e n ty  .five  fe e t  in  w id th , w h e r e  s o m e  h a v e  b e e n  in d u c e d  

to  t h in k , fr o m  th e  e x u v im  o f  a n im a ls  u s u a lly  sa cr ific e d  to  D ia n a , a n d  

w h ic h  a re  a b u n d a n t  n e a r  th is  s p o t , th a t  a n  a lta r  o r  t e m p le , to  th a t  g o d 

d e ss  m u s t  h a v e  fo r m e r ly  e x is t e d , b u t  in s te a d  o f  s u p p o s in g  s u c h  a  s itu a 

t io n  to  h a v e  b e e n  c h o s e n  fo r  th e  p e r fo r m a n c e  o f  r e lig io u s  r ite s , w h e n  

t h e  c a stle  m u s t  h a v e  b e e n  c o n t in u a lly  e x p o s e d  to  th e  a tta c k s  o f  th e  

e n e m y , it  se e m s m o r e  r e a so n a b le  t o  s u p p o s e , th a t  in  th is  a p e r tu r e  a  

s tr o n g  fo rtifie d  g a te , th e  p r in c ip le  e n tr a n c e  t o  t h e  c a s t le , w a s  e r e c te d .

A b o u t  2 6 5  fe e t  o f  th e  s o u th e r n  w a ll  is  still r e m a in in g , b u t  v e r y  m u c h  

d ila p id a te d , th e  w h o le  o f  th e  fa c in g s  b e in g  th r o w n  o f f  b y  iv y , a n d
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e x p o s u r e  to  h e a t  a n d  m o is tu r e . I t  h a s  a lso  b e e n  p u r p o s e ly  u n d e r m in e d  

in  m a n y  p la c e s , t o  se r v e , as i t  s h o u ld  s e e m , as a  s h e lte r  fo r  c a t t le , d e 

p a s tu r in g  in  th e  n e ig h b o u r in g  fie ld s . T h e  fo u n d a tio n  is  p a r t ly  r e m a in 

in g , fr o m  th e  e n d  o f  t h e  w a ll t o  th e  e d g e  o f  th e  c liff , a b o u t  7 5  f e e t  

d is ta n c e .

T h e r e  d o e s  n o t  a p p e a r  e v e r  to  h a v e  b e e n  a  d itc h , o r  o th e r  fo r tif ic a 

t io n  a r o u n d  t h e  b u ild in g  ;  a n d  th e  fo u n d a tio n  o f  th e  w a lls  is  v e r y  su p e r 

fic ia l ;  fr o m  w h ic h  it  is  s u p p o s e d  t o  h a v e  b e e n  e r e c te d  u p o n  s o m e  g r e a t  

e m e r g e n c y . T h e  w a lls , t o  th e  h e ig h t  o f  s ix  fe e t ,  are b e tw e e n  e le v e n  

a n d  t w e lv e  fe e t  in  th ic k n e s s  ;  a n d  a fte r w a rd s  o n ly  te n  fe e t  e ig h t  i n c h e s ;  

t h e y  a re  c o m p o s e d  o f  a  m ix t u r e  o f  la r g e  h o ld e r s , o r  b e a c h  sto n e s , sa n d 

s to n e , b lo c k s  o f  c h a lk , a n d  o c h r e s to n e , c e m e n t e d  t o g e t h e r  w ith  a  m o r 

ta r  fo r m e d  o f  l im e , g r i t ,  la r g e  a n d  sm a ll p e b b le s , sea  sh e lls , a n d  fr a g 

m e n ts  o f  b a k e d  b r ic k s . T h e  w a lls  a re  fa c e d  o n  b o th  s id e s  w ith  sq u a re  

m a sse s  o f  g r i t ,  a n d  P o r t la n d  s to n e s , a n d  w h ic h , in  m a n y  p la c e s , a re  d is 

p o s e d  in  th e  h e r r in g -b o n e  fa s h io n . O n  th e  o u ts id e  o f  t h e  n o r th e r n  w a ll  

t h e  fa c in g  is m o s t  p e r fe c t , a n d  th e r e  w e  s e e , a t  in te r v a ls  o f  th r e e  or fo u r  

fe e t ,  d o u b le  ro w s o f  la r g e  fla t  t ile s , e x c e e d in g ly  w e ll  b u r n t , a n d  d iffe r in g  

in  d im e n s io n s  fr o m  fo u r te e n  in c h e s  b y  se v e n  a n d  th r e e -q a r te r s , t o  s e v e n 

te e n  in c h e s  a n d  a  h a l f  b y  e le v e n  a n d  a  h a lf . T h e s e  d o  n o t  g o  th r o u g h  

th e  w a ll , b u t  m e r e ly , fo r  th e  m o s t , t o  t h e  d e p th  o f  tw o  t ile s . T h e  w a lls  

a re  n o w h e r e  p e r fe c t , th e ir  g r e a te s t  h e ig h t  as t h e y  n o w  s ta n d , is  a t  th e  

n o r th e r n  s id e , a n d  th e r e  i t  is a b o u t  tw e n t y -t h r e e  fe e t .

W i t h in  th e  a rea  o f  th e  c a s t le , to w a r d s  th e  n o r th -e a s t  c o r n e r , is a n  u n 

d e r g r o u n d  p la t fo r m  o f  m a s o n r y , o n e  h u n d r e d  a n d  fo r ty -f iv e  fe e t  lo n g ,  

o n e  h u n d r e d  a n d  fo u r  w id e , a n d  fiv e  fe e t  th ic k , c o m p o s e d  o f  h o ld e r s  

a n d  c o a r se  m o r ta r . I n  th e  m id d le  o f  th is , is  th e  b a se  o f  a  s tr u c tu r e  in  

t h e  fo r m  o f  a  c r o ss , r is in g  a  li t t le  a b o v e  g r o u n d , a n d  c o n s id e r a b ly  a b o v e  

th e  p la t fo r m  u p o n  w h ic h  it  is  e r e c t e d ; t h e  sh a ft  r u n n in g  n o r th  a n d  

s o u th , is  8 7  fe e t  lo n g , a n d  se v e n  a n d  a  h a l f  f e e t  b r o a d , th e  tra n sv e rse  

o n e , is  2 2  fe e t  in  w id th , a n d  fo r ty  s ix  fe e t  in  le n g t h . T o  w h a t  p u r p o se  

th is  c o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  e r e c t e d , is  a t  p r e s e n t  a  m a tte r  o f  m u c h  u n c e r ta in ty ,  

s o m e  h a v in g  s u p p o s e d  it  t o  h a v e  s u p p o r te d  a  lo f t y  sea  m a r k  fo r  th e  m a 

r in e r , w h ile  o th e r s , a n d  p e r h a p s  w ith  e q u a l p r o b a b ility , h a v e  s u p p o s e d



i t  t o  h a v e  b e e n  c o m m e m o r a tiv e  o f  S a in t  A u g u s t i n e ’ s a rr iv a l in  B r ita in , 

a n d  la n d in g  a t  th is  v e r y  s ta tio n .

W h e r e  th e  c i t y  o f  R u t u p i c e  w a s  s itu a te d , w h e th e r  i t  c o n s is te d  o f  th e  

sp a c e  w ith in  th e  w a lls , o r  e x t e n d e d  o v e r  th e  p la in  b e h in d  th e  c a s t le , is  

n o w  as m u c h  a  m a tte r  o f  e n q u ir y  as th a t  o f  th e  p u r p o s e  fo r  w h ic h  th e  

c ro ss  w e  h a v e  j u s t  s p o k e n  o f  w a s  e r e c t e d . N o  tr a c e s  o f  th e  c i t y  are  

k n o w n  a t  th is  t im e , n o r  h a v e , in d e e d , fo r  se v e r a l h u n d r e d  y e a r s  p a st  to  

h a v e  b e e n  d is c o v e r e d . I n d e e d , th e  c a u se s  o f  c h a n g e  to  w h ic h  th is  p a rt  

o f  th e  is la n d  h a s , fo r  t h e  la s t  2 , 0 0 0  y e a r s , a n d  s in c e  th e  b u ild in g  o f  

R ic h b o r o u g h  C a s t le , b e e n  s u b je c te d , h a v e  b e e n  so  m a n y  a n d  p o w e r fu l,  

a n d  t h e  w r ite r s  u p o n  su c h  m a tte r s , fo r  th e  first e ig h t  or  n in e  h u n d r e d  

y e a r s  o f  th a t  p e r io d , so  fe w  o r  so  b r i e f  in  th e ir  n a r r a tiv e s , th a t  w e  c a n 

n o t  w o n d e r  w h y  so  lit t le  o f  its  h is to r y  r e m a in s . T h e  p r e s e n t  r e m a in s  

o f  its  w a lls , p r o b a b ly  o w e  th e ir  e x is te n c e  to  th e ir  p o n d e r o u s  a n d  r o c k 

lik e  n a tu r e , a n d  to  th e ir  g r e a t  e x te n t .

I n  th e  a b s e n c e , h o w e v e r , o f  a ll h is to r ic a l r e c o r d s , s o m e  c o n je c tu r e s  

p e rh a p s  m a y  b e  a d m itte d . W a r ,  a n d  its  a tte n d a n ts , a re  th e  p r in c ip a l  

ca u se s  th a t  h a v e  s w e p t  a w a y  e v e n ’ m o r e  e x t e n s iv e  a n d  p o w e r fu l c ities  

th a n  w e  c a n  s u p p o se  R u t u p i c e  e v e r  t o  h a v e  b e e n t  a n d  o f  w h ic h  n o th in g  

b u t  th e  n a m e s  r e m a in , n o t  e v e n  th e ir  site s  b e in g  n e a r  so  w e ll a sc e r 

ta in e d  as th a t  o f  R u t u p i c e  a t  th e  p r e s e n t  t im e . T h a t  w a r  h as b e e n  

a lm o st  th e  so le  c a u se  o f  th e  d e c a y  o f  th is  p la c e , c a n  h a r d ly  b e  d o u b te d ,  

s in c e , m o r e  p a r tic u la r ly  w ith in  th e  area  o f  th e  c a st le , w e  h a v e  a m p le  

p r o o fs  th a t  a  g r e a t  s la u g h te r  m u s t  a t  s o m e  t im e  h a v e  ta k e n  p la c e , fr o m  

th e  v a s t  q u a n titie s  o f  h u m a n  b o n e s  d is c o v e r e d  a t  a b o u t  tw o  o r  th r e e  

fe e t  b e n e a th  th e  su r fa c e . I n d e e d , fr o m  an  in s p e c t io n  o f  th e  ea stern  

c liff , i t  w ill  b e  see n , th a t  th e  s tra tu m  n e x t  b e lo w  th e  v e g e ta b le  m o u ld  

c o n sists  a lm o s t  e n tire ly  o f  h u m a n  b o n e s , m ix e d  w ith  m a d e  ea rth , r u b b le ,  

l im e s t o n e , c h a lk , a n d  f l i n t s ; a n d  a t  o n e  p la c e  b e n e a th  th is , fo r  a n  e x 

t e n t  o f  th ir ty  or fo r ty  fe e t  a lo n g  th e  c liff ,, is a  s tra tu m  o f  fo u r  in c h e s  in  

th ic k n e s s , c o m p o s e d  e n tir e ly  o f  a sh e s  a n d  h u m a n  b o n e s . N o t  u n fr e -  

q u e n t ly , w h o le  sk e le to n s  are d is c o v e r e d , ly in g  in  v a r io u s  d ir e c tio n s , in  

th e s e  s tra ta . C o in s , a n d  o th e r  a n tiq u it ie s  a re  a lso  v e r y  fr e q u e n t ly  fb u n d ,  

p a r tic u la r ly  in  th e  s tra tu m  o f  a sh e s . I t  w ill  b e  se e n , a lso , th a t  th e
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stra tu m  is d e e p e s t  a t n e a r ly  m id w a y  b e t w e e n  th e  n o r th e r n  a n d  so u th 

ern  w a lls  o f  th e  c a s t le , a n d  th a t  im m e d ia te ly  b e n e a th  th is  is  th e  

n a tu r a l so il , a  so lid  p it  sa n d , in te r sp e r se d  w ith  sea  s h e lls .

F r o m  th e se  fa c ts , it  se e m s n o t  u n re a so n a b le  to  s u p p o s e , th a t  th e  area  

o f , t h e  c a s tle  w a s  a t  o n e  t im e , p e rh a p s , a lm o st  e n tir e ly  b u il t  o v e r ;  a n d  

a lth o u g h  it  m a y  s ta rtle  o u r  m o d e r n  id e a s  o f  a  c ity , to  im a g in e  th a t  th e  

to w n  o f  R u l u p i c e  e x is te d  w ith in  th e  c ir c u it  o f  th e  p re se n t w a lls , w e  c a n 

n o t  re fra in  fr o m  s u g g e s t in g  th a t  su c h  a p p e a rs  to  us to  h a v e  b e e n  th e  

c a se . T h e  R o m a n  c o lo n ia l to w n s  a re  w e ll k n o w n  to  h a v e  b e e n  c o n fin e d  

w ith in  a  sm a ll c o m p a s s , a n d  to  h a v e  b e e n  p r o te c t e d  b y  s tro n g  w a lls .—  

I f ,  th e r e fo r e , th e  c ity  e x is te d  e lse w h e r e  in  th e  n e ig h b o u r h o o d  o f  th e  

c a stle  ; as o n  th e  w e ste r n  s id e , fo r  in s ta n c e , a c c o r d in g  as s o m e  su p p o se , 

h o w  is it  th a t  w e  h a v e  n o  tra c e s  e ith e r  o f  its  w a lls  or o f  its  b u ild in g s  ? 

W a s  it  l ik e ly  to  o c c u r  th a t  th e  R o m a n s , th e  m a ste rs  o f  th e  w o r ld , 

e q u a lly  w ise  as p o w e r fu l, w o u ld  h a v e  b u ilt  th e ir  c ity  w ith o u t  w a lls , o n  

a sp o t  so  l ik e ly  to  b e  a tta c k e d  b y  an  e n e m y , w h ile  th e y  to o k  su c h  e sp e 

c ia l c a re , as th e  th ic k n e ss  o f  th e  w a lls  o f  th is  c a s t le  s u ffic ie n tly  in d ic a te s , 

fo r  th e  p r o te c t io n  o f  th e ir  g a rriso n s  ? O r  c a n  w e  s u p p o se , th a t  th e  w a lls  

o f  th e  c ity  w e r e  m o r e  lik e ly  to  b e  u t te r ly  d e m o lis h e d  th a n  th o se  o f  a  

s tr o n g  h o ld , w h ic h  it  is a lw a y s  th e  first e n d e a v o u r  o f  a n  e n e m y  to  a n n i

h ila te  ? W e  are  o f  o p in io n , th e r e fo r e , th a t  th e  a re a  o f  w h a t  is  n o w  c o n 

s id e re d  to  h a v e  b e e n  th e  c a s t le , w a s  in  fa c t  th e  s ite  o f  th e  c ity , a n d  

th a t  th is , h a y in g  a t  s o m e  t im e  b e e n  ta k e n  b y  th e  e n e m y , th e  in h a b ita n ts  

w e r e  m a ssa c re d , a n d  th e  to w n  i t s e l f  r e d u c e d  to  a sh e s . I f  th is  w e r e  n o t  

t h e  c a se , h o w  is it  th a t  w e  fin d  s u c h  d iso rd e r  in  th e  a rr a n g e m e n t  o f  th e  

so il , w h ic h  is a m ix tu r e , in  fa c t , o f  th e  ru in s o f  b u ild in g s , a n d  h u m a n  

r e m a in s . W i t h  r e g a r d  to  t h e  s tra tu m  o f  a sh es in th e  c liff, b e fo r e  n o t ic e d ,  

s o m e  m a y  a r g u e , p e i'h a p s , th a t  th is , as th e  R o m a n s  w e r e  a c c u s to m e d  to  

b u r n  th eir  d e a d , w a s fo r m e d  fr o m  so m e  su c h  b u r n in g  o f  r e m a in s  a fte r  a 

c o n f l i c t ; b u t  to  th is  it  m a y  b e  r e p lie d , th a t , h a d  su c h  b e e n  th e  case , 

w e  sh o u ld  n o t  h a v e  fo u n d  w h o le  s k e le to n s  o f  u n b u r n t  b o d ie s  in  th e  v e r y  

s tra tu m  itse lf , w h ic h  th e  a u th o r  o f  th e  p r e s e n t  e ssa y  h as h im s e lf  d is c o 

v e r e d . A n d  m o r e , i f  it  b e  a d m itte d , th a t  th e se  b o d ie s  w e r e  a fterw a rd s  

b u r ie d , w e  sh o u ld  n o t  h a v e  fo u n d  th e m  d isp o se d  in  e v e r y  d ir e c tio n  ; a



c e r ta in  p r o o f  o f  th e  b o d ie s  h a v in g  b e e n  b u r ie d  w ith o u t  c a r e  or d is t in c 

t io n . I n d e e d , th e ir  s itu a tio n  is  s u c h  as m ig h t  b e  su p p o s e d  w o u ld  r e su lt  

fr o m  th e  d e str u c tio n  o f  a  to w n  a n d  th e  g e n e r a l m a ssa c re  o f  its  in h a b i

ta n ts .

I n  c o n n e c tio n  w ith  t h e  c ity  o f  R u t u p i c e ,  w e  h a v e  a lso  to  n o t ic e  th e  

A m p h it h e a tr e , d is ta n t  fr o m  th e  s o u th -w e s t  a n g le  o f  th e  r u in s  a b o u t  

4 6 0  y a r d s . I t s  c e n tr e  b e a rs  so u th  4 6  d e g r e e s  w e s t ;  is n o w  a b o u t  11  

fe e t  d e e p , a n d  m e a su re s  fr o m  th e  n o r th -w e s t  to  th e  s o u th -e a s t  p o in t ,  

a b o u t  6 8  y a r d s ;  in  th e  o p p o s ite  d ir e c t io n , it  is 7 0  y a r d s , a n d  7  fe e t  

d e e p . I t  w a s  n o  d o u b t , a t  o n e  t im e , v e r y  c o n s id e r a b ly  d e e p e r , th e  m a r 

g in s  b e i n g  w o r n  a w a y , a n d  th e  in te r io r  fille d  u p  b y  th e  o p e r a tio n s  o f  

h u s b a n d r y , th e  p lo u g h  b e in g  a n n u a lly  d r iv e n  o v e r  th e  so il.

A m o n g  th e  b e s t  e v id e n c e s  o f  th e  a n tiq u ity  o f  a  p la c e  a re  th e  c o in s ,  

re m a in s  o f  a rm o u r , a n d  o th e r  r e liq u e s  fo u n d  a b o u t  it  a n d  its  v ic in ity .—  

W i t h  su ch  e v id e n c e s  th e  c a s tle  o f  R ic h b o r o u g h  a n d  its  n e ig h b o u r h o o d  

a b o u n d . A b o u t  t w e n t y  o r  th ir ty  y e a r s  a g o , M r .  B o y s , th e  a n tiq u a 

rian  o f  S a n d w ic h , a n d  a u th o r  o f  th e  h is to r y  o f  th a t  p la c e , a c c o m p a n ie d  

b y  se v e ra l o th e r  g e n t le m e n , m a d e  r e se a r c h e s  h e r e , p a r tic u la r ly  w ith in  

th e  a re a  o f  th e  c a s tle , a n d  n ea r  th e  c ro ss  b e fo r e  a llu d e d  to , a n d  d is c o v e r e d  

a  su b te rr a n e o u s  p a ssa g e , in  w h ic h  w e r e  fo u n d  v a r io u s  a r tic le s  o f  R o m a n  

a r m o u r , c o in s , a n d  o th e r  a n tiq u itie s . A  b e a u tifu l  g la s s  la c h r y m a to r y ,  

n o w  in  th e  p o sse ss io n  o f  a  g e n t le m a n  r e s id e n t  in  S a n d w ic h , h a s  s in c e  

b e e n  fo u n d  in  th e  so il w ith in  th e  w a lls  o f  th e  c a stle  ; a n d  c o in s  o f  a lm o s t  

a ll t h e  E m p e r o r s , fr o m  th e  Caesars d o w n w a r d s  to  th e  t im e  o f  th e  d e 

p a r tu r e  o f  th e  R o m a n s  fr o m  th is  is la n d , are r e p e a te d ly  tu r n e d  u p  b y  th e  

p lo u g h . O f  th e se , th e  c o in s  o f  th e  C o n s ta n t in e s , G a ll ie n u s , a n d  V a -  

le n s , a re  th e  m o s t  c o m m o n . H e r e  h a v e  a lso  b e e n  fo u n d  s o m e  o f  th a t  

k in d  o f  c o in s  w h ic h  a re  g e n e r a lly  c o n s id e r e d  to  b e  m o r e  a n c ie n t  th a n  

th o s e  o f  C o n s ta n t in e , a n d  are  m a d e  o f  th e  m e ta l  c a lle d  e le c tr u m , w h ic h  

w a s o f  b ra ss , a n d  c o n ta in e d  a b o u t  o n e  fo u r th  o f  g o ld . T h e y  are g e n e 

r a lly  c o n c a v o -c o n v e x , o r  h o llo w  on  th e  o n e  s id e , w h ic h  is  th e  r e v e r se , 

a n d  b e a r  e ith e r  P a g a n  sy m b o ls  o r  a  h o r s e , a n d  th e  w o r d  T a s c i o  a r o u n d  

i t ; th e  o th e r  s id e  h as a  h e a d , s o m e tim e s  c r o w n e d  w ith  la u r e ls .—  

O t h e r s , a ls o , o f  th e  sa m e  k i n d ' o f  m e ta l , b u t  still m o r e  a n c ie n t , h a v e



b e e n  fo u n d  h e r e  ;  o n e  s id e  o f  t h e m  is  r u g g e d  a n d  u n s ta m p e d , a n d  th e  

o th e r  h a s  a  h o rse  o r  w h e e l, o r  s o m e  su c h  s y m b o l.

U p o n  th e se  r e liq u e s , i t  a p p e a rs  u n n e c e ssa r y  to  m a k e  fu r th e r  r e m a r k  

in  th e  p r e s e n t  t r a c t ;  th e  fa c t  o f  th e ir  b e in g  fr e q u e n t ly  d is c o v e r e d  o n  

th e  sp o t , s u ffic ie n tly  p r o v e s  th a t  t h e y  w e r e  u s e d  th e r e , a n d  in  s o m e  

a b u n d a n c e  ; a n d  th a t  th e  p la c e  i t s e l f  w a s  p o p u lo u s , a n d  c o m m a n d in g  

s u b je c t io n  fr o m  th e  s u r r o u n d in g  c o u n tr y .


