
No. III.—An Inquisition taken at Newcastle upon Tyne, in 1357, before 
William Hedwin, Coroner o f Tyndale Ward, by twelve Jurors, respecting 
certain Felonies committed by Persons residing in that District.

Hartburn Vicarage, Feb. 24, 1835.

Sir,

I beg the favour of your presenting to the next meeting of the Antiqua
rian Society of Newcastle, the following translation of an Inquisition, ac
companied with a literal copy of the original, which was taken by the 
Coroner of Tyndale Ward, before a Jury at Newcastle, in 1357, and is 
preserved among the family papers at Capheaton. It is useful as showing 
that the duties of a Coroner were much more extensive in the time of 
Edward III. than they are at present.

The inquisition extends over nine years, from Nov. 10, 1348, to January 
12, the day of its date; and finds, that within that period, fifteen several 
thefts of cattle had been committed.

In the translation with which I have accompanied the copy of the 
original, I have reduced the dates from Saint’s days and the year of the 
King’s reign, into the days of the months and years of our Lord, on which 
the several felonies were committed, under the persuasion that they will be 
generally better understood in the latter, than in the former mode.

I have the honour to be, Sir,
, Your obedient servant,

JOHN HODGSON, Jun.



COPY O F  T H E  O R IG IN A L  IN Q U IS IT IO N .
Inquis cap? apd Nouu Castru sup Tynam die Jovis 

pxa ante fm Sci Hillarij Anno regni Regis .E . ?cii 
post conquestu .xxx. coram W itto Hedwin Corona? 
Warde de Tyndale p Wittm de Swynbrne John de 
Swynb^n Thom de Harle Wittm de Vaus Wittm fit 
Gilbti de Babyngton Robm de Hydwyn Nichm de 
Gundon Nichm de Hoghtoii H ug de Elrijngtoii 
Wittm de Palxton Johm de Bastingthwayt Robm 
de Throklawe .Jur. Qui dicunt sr saca m suum.

Qd Robtus Nikson furtiue furat fuit .xvi. a8ia de 
bonis Rici Scot apd Benwelle die dnica pxa ante fm 
Oim Sco anno .? r. nunc xxviij0-

It dicunt qd Ad fit Witti del D ye receptauit Johm 
Belle-Clarke cu .iiijor- bob3 fur de Robo del Coce 
de Acome die Lune pxa post fm Sci P etr aduincta 
a° .? r. nuc .x x x 0-

I t dicunt qd Hen? Taillour de Birtley Witts de 
Hayton Johns Comyn Taillour fur? fur fur .vi. 
boves apd Whytyngton de bonis Johis de Wales «  
Johis Spendelone die dnica pxa post fm Sci Luce 
Evang anno .? r. nuc .xxx0-

I t dicunt qd Witts Jakeson fur? fur fuit .ij. jumen 
ta gc .xx. s. de bonis Patricij Bowman apud Hert- 
waytoii die veflis pxa ante fm Oim Sco an° .? r. nuc 
xxv iij0- ^ est cois latro.

I? dicunt qd Johs Calfhird de Thokryngtoh % 
Robs Nikson fur? fur fuer .ij. boves gc .xx. s de bo
nis Johis ffossour apud Thkryngton die Diiica pxa 
postfm inuencois see Crucis a0 .r r. nuc .xxiiij

I? dicunt qd gdei Johs % Robs fur? fur fuer apud 
Thockryngtoii .xvij. a8ia gc .C. S. de bonis gdei Johis

T R A N S L A T IO N .
K n^U tgttttitt taken at Newcastle upon Tyne, 

on Thursday next before the feast of Saint Hillary  
in the 30th year of the reign of King Edward the 
Third after the Conquest (January 12,1357), before 
William Hedwin, Coroner of Tyndale Ward, by 
William de Swynburne, John de Swynburne, Tho
mas de Harle, W illiam de Yaus, W illiam, son of 
Gilbert de Babyngton, Robert de Hydwyn, Nicholas 
de Grendon, Nicholas de Hoghton, Hugh de Elryng- 
ton, William de Palxton, John de Bastingthwayt, 
and Robert de Throklawe, Jurors, who say upon 
oath:—

That Robert Nikson clandestinely stole 16 cattle, 
of the goods of Richard Scot, at Benwelle, on the 
Lord’s day next before the feast of All Saints’, in the 
28th year of the reign of the present King (October 
26, 1354).

Also, they say, that Adam, son of William del D ye, 
harboured John B elle Clarke with 4 oxen, stolen from 
Robert del Coce de Acome, on Monday next after 
the feast of Saint Peter advincula, in the 30th year 
of the reign of the present King (August 8, 1356).

Also, they say, that H enry Taillour, of B irtley, 
W illiam de Hayton, and John Comyn Taillour, clan
destinely stole 6 oxen at W hytyngton, of the goods 
of John de Wales and John Spendelone, on the Lord’s 
day next after the feast of Saint Luke the Evangelist, 
in the 30th year of the reign of the present King 
(October 23, 1356).

Also, they say, that William Jakeson, stole 2 la
bouring beasts, of the price of 20 shillings, of the 
goods of Patrick Bowman, at Hertwayton, on Friday 
next before the feast of A ll Saints’, in the year of the 
reign of the present King (October 31, 1354), and 
he is a common robber.

Also, they say, that John Calfhird, of Thokryng- 
ton and Robert Nikson, clandestinely stole 2 oxen 
of the price o f 20 shillings, of the goods of John 
Fossour, at Thockryngton, on the Lord’s day next 
after the feast of the Invention of the H oly Cross, 
the 24th year of the reign of the present King (April 
4, 1350).

Also, they say, that the said John and Robert, clan
destinely stole at Thockryngton, 17 cattle of the



O R IG IN A L  IN Q U IS IT IO N  c o n t in u e d .
ffossour die veneris pxa post fm .Sci Luce Evang a° 
.r r. nuc .xx iiij0* sunt coes latrones.

I t dicunt qd Thos de Bromhop fur fuit .lxx. bi- 
dentes de bonis R ici Scot apud Denome die veSis 
pxa an fm'Oim Sco a° .r r. nuc xxiiij0-

It dicunt qd Re de Wardale de Pa Harle furt fur 
fuit .ij. vaccas v  .j. bouieim flc .xx. s. de bonis dni 
Robti de H erle apd Kirkherle die lune pxa ante fffl 
Sci M atini in Yeme a° .r r. nuc. xxvij0-

I t dicunt qd Johns fit Rici de Birclay fur fuit ij 
vaccas de bonis. Marge? Gose de Swethope flc .xx . s. 
die lune gxa an fm Sci Matini a° .1 r. nuc .xxij0- 
est cois latro.

I t dicunt qd And? Moutyng W ilis Sandson % Ricus 
fit Johis de Bingeswood furt fur fuer .vij. aQia de 
bonis Alicie q°nd uxri Johis de Babyngton apd Puam 
Babyngton die Dniea pxa post frd Sci Luce Evang a0 
.? r. nuc .x x x 0- « sunt coes lat°nes.

I f  dicunt qd Thoms del Bernes % Johs fit eius furt 
fur fues .u y -xx . bidentes de bonis W illi de Rodome 
apd Rodome die M pcur pxa ah fm Pasche a0 .? r. 
nuc .xxX°- sunt coes latrones.

It dicunt qd W ills fit Alani de Gonwartoh fregit 
domu Rohti Dawson apd Caldene die Lune pxa post 
fifi Pur Be Mar a0 .? r. nuc xxviij. * ibidm fdr fuit 
vnu equ pc .xl. s.

If dicunt qd Johs Clerk de Oggle fregit domu Ptobi 
Mileson apd Kirkheton ibidm fur fuit vnu equm 
pc .ij. mac die Dnica pxa post fm Sci Hillarij a0 .? 
r. nuc .xxiiij0-

T R A N S L A T IO N  c o n t in u e d .  
price of 100 shillings, of the goods of the said John 
Fossour, on Friday next after the feast of Saint Luke 
the Evangelist, in the 24th year of the reign of the  
present (King October 22, 1350), and they are com. 
mon robbers.

Also, they say, that Thomas de Bromhop, stole 7 
hog sheep, of the goods of Richard Scot, at Denome, 
on Friday next before the feast of A ll Saints, in the 
24th year of the reign of the present King (October 
29, 1350).

Also, they say, that Richard de Wardale, of L ittle  
Harle, clandestinely stole 2 cows and one stot, of the 
price of 20 shillings, of the goods of Sir Robert de 
Herle, of Kirkherle, on Monday next before the feast 
of Saint Martyn in winter, in the ‘27th year of the 
reign of the present King (November 4, 1353).

Also, they say, that John, son o f  Richard d eB ir- 
clay, stole 2 cows, of the goods of Margaret Gose, of 
Swethope, of the price of 20 shillings, on Mopday 
next before the feast of Saint Martyn, in the 23d 
year of the reign of the present King (November 10, 
1348), and he is a common robber.

Also, they say, that Andrew Moutyng, William  
Sandson, and Richard, son of John de Bingeswood, 
clandestinely stole 7 cattle, of the goods of Alice, 
formerly the wife of John de Babyngton, at L ittle  
Babyngton, on the Lord’s' day next after the feast of 
Saint Luke the Evangelist, in the 30th year of the 
reign of the present King (October 23, 1356), and 
they are common robbers.

Also, they say, that Thomas del Bernes and John, 
his son, clandestinely stole 4 score hog sheep, of the 
goods of William de Rodome, at Rodome, on Wed
nesday next before the feast of Easter, in the 30th 
year of the reign of the present King (April 21, 
1356), and they are common robbers.

Also, they say, that William, son of Alan de 
Gonwarton, broke the house of Robert Davison, o f 
Caldene, on Monday next after the feast of the Puri
fication of the Blessed Mary, in the 28th year of the 
reign of the present King (February 3, 1354), and 
there stole one horse of the price of 40 shillings.

Also, they say, that John Clerk, of Oggle, broke 
the house of Robert Mileson, at Kirkheton, and 
there stole one horse of the price of 2 marks, on the 
Lord’s day next after the feast of Saint Hillary, in



Inquisition, in, 1357 respecting. Felonies in Tyndle. M7

O R IG IN A L  IN Q U IS IT IO N  c o n t in d k d .

It dicut qd. Johs Cokson Witts Cokson Robtu 
Ookson «  Ad Breton furt fur fuer vnu jumentu de 
Willo de Tyndale pc .xxx. s; vnu jumentu de Witto 
yonger pc .xx. s. vnu jumentu (sic) del Grene pc 
.x. s. vnu jumentu de Palxton apud Blekheddoii die 
Nat Be Marie a® .r r. nuc xxvij.

It  dicut qd Bogs Thorbrand furt fur fuit .lx. bi- 
dentes de bonis Rici Scot apd Denome die vefiispxa 
an fm Oim Sco a0 nuc .xxvij0- In cuip rei tes- 
tiom gdcs Coronator sigillu suu appos.

T R A N S L A T IO N  c o n t in u e d .
the 24th year of the reign of the present King 
(January 16, 1351).

Also, they say, that John Cokson,, William Cokson» 
Robert Cokson, and Adam Breton, clandestinely stole 
one beast of burden, from William de Tyndale, worth 
30 shillings; one beast of burden, from William  
Yonger, worth 20 shillings; one beast of burden, 
from , of the Grene, worth 10 shil
lings ; one beast of burden, from de
Palxton, at Blekheddon, on the nativity of the Bles
sed Mary, in the 27th year of the reign of the pre
sent King (September 8, 1353).

Also, they say, that Roger Thorbrand clandes
tinely stole 60 hog sheep, of the goods of Richard 
Scot, at Denome, on Friday next before the feast of 
All Saints, in the 27th year of the reign of the pre
sent King (October 25, 1353).

In testimony of which the said Coroner has put 
his Seal.


