
N o . X I X . — Memoir as to a Bridle-Bit belonging to William Cavendish, Duke 
of Newcastle. Presented to the Society by R o b e r t  B ig s b y , F. R. S. and 
F .S .A ., Honorary Member of the Statistical Society of Paris. In 
Letters to J o h n  A d a m so n , Esq., M .R .S .L ., Secretary to the Socisty.

R ep ton , near D erb y , M a y  15th , 1840.

S lE ,

I  b e g  leave to  offer to  the A n tiqu arian  S ociety  o f  N e w c a stle  upon  T y n e , 

for deposit in their valuable M u se u m , a B rid le -B it, form erly belon ging  to  

the celebrated W ill ia m  Cavendish, D u k e  and M arqu ess o f  N e w ca stle  (upon  

T yn e), G eneralissim o o f  the R oyalist Forces, north o f  T ren t, during the  

grand R eb ellion . T his interesting relic o f  a very distinguished character  

fe ll into m y  hands in  1832, having, in  the preceding year, been  separated  

from  the equestrian statue o f that N o b le m a n  during the R eform  R iots, w hen  

th e w h ole  o f  the interior o f  th e C astle  at N o ttin g h a m , togeth er w ith  th e  

statue, w hich form ed the ch ie f ornam ent o f  its m ain  front, was destroyed  

b y  fire.

S h ou ld  th e S ociety  consider this addition to their collection  desirable, on  

your acquainting m e  w ith  the circum stance I  shall w ith  m uch  pleasure  

transm it it, for the honour o f  their a c c e p ta n c e ; and in  th e m ean tim e I  

rem ain,

R O B T . B I G S B Y ,  F .R .S .  and F . S .A . ,

H o n . M e m . o f  th e Statistical Soc., Baris, & c. & c.

R ep ton , B urton  on Trent, Staff. 

Ju n e 4, 1840.

S i e ,

T h e  B r id le -B it  w hich I  have th e honour to  present to  the A n tiqu arian  

S ociety  o f  N e w ca stle  upon T yn e, for deposit in their interesting M u seu m , 

m ay perhaps be considered as a suitable addition to that collection , being



a m em orial o f the celebrated W illia m  Cavendish, D u k e , M arqu is, and E arl 

o f  Newcastle, G eneralissim o o f  the R oyalist Forces, north o f  T ren t, during  

the grand R ebellion . I t  was recently  attached to the equestrian statue o f  

his G race, which adorned the fron t o f  N o ttin g h a m  C astle, and w hich, to 

gether w ith the interior o f  the edifice, fe ll a prey to incendiaries during the  

R eform  R iots in 1831. I  m ay tak e the liberty  to observe, that this relic  

is rendered m ore interesting b y  the circum stance that it exhibits a specim en  

o f  the B r id le -B it  inven ted  b y  the D u k e  (the peculiarity o f  its construction  

bein g  com prised in  the jo in ted  bow  in the centre o f  the porte) ; engravings 

o f  w hich, under the designation o f  the “  N ew ca stle  B it ,” m ay b e found in  

various treatises on H orsem anship, since that p e rio d ; and it is generally, 

though erroneously, know n at this day as the “  P elh am  B it ” :— a m istake  

o f  very obvious occurrence, the fam ily  o f  P e lh am  having succeeded that o f  

Cavendish in the D u k ed o m  o f  N ew castle . I  enclose a sm all print from th e  

Treatise on H orsem anship by the D u k e  o f  N ew ca stle , which contains a re

presentation o f  the D u k e  on horseback, using the sam e kind  o f B it . T h e  

statue referred to  was erected b y  his successor, H en ry , on his com p letion  

o f the castle ; th e  erection o f w hich was com m en ced  by h im self soon after  

the R estoration . T h e  present castle was built upon  th e site o f  an ancient 

fortress supposed to have b een  erected  b y  W ill ia m  the Conqueror, or rather 

b y  his natural son, W ill ia m  P everel, w hich , for the m ost part, belon ged  to  

th e crow n from  the beginning o f the reign o f  H e n ry  th e second, and gave  

entertainm ent and residence to the m onarchs o f  E n gland . G reat part o f  

this castle was pulled  dow n a little  before th e civil w a r ; yet there was so 

m uch le ft o f  it, that K in g  Charles the F irst choose to set up his standard there  

in 1642 ; b u t soon after it becam e a garrison for the P arliam ent, and so 

con tin u ed  till th e  execu tion  o f  that unfortunate m onarch. A fte r  th e C o m 

m onw ealth  was established, C aptain  P ou lton , the last governor o f  N o ttin g 

ham  C astle, had orders given h im  to  pull it d o w n ; b u t it was n o t entirely  

dem olished at th e R estoration . W h e n  that event had tak en  place, th e  

D u k e  o f  B uck in gh am , grandson b y  the m oth er’s side to  Francis, E arl o f  

R utland , w ho had a grant from  K in g  Jam es the First, both  o f  the castle and  

park, sold it to the D u k e  o f  N ew c a stle , w ho pulled dow n w hat rem ained, and  

erected a stately  fabric in the place o f  it. O f  the present edifice I  find the



fo llow in g b rief notice in the only b ook  o f  reference im m ed iately  at hand, 

and as it alludes to the statue in  question I  shall transcribe it. “  In  our 

description o f the tow n o f N ottin gh am , w e m ade som e m ention  o f  the C as

tle , bu t as it is n ow  one o f the finest m ansions in th e k ingd om , it w ill be  

proper in this description o f the m ost rem arkable seats in this county, to  

give som e further particulars concerning it . T h e  situation is on a lo fty  

em inence, or rather precipice, to  w hich  there is only one passage, n am ely, 

from  the tow n. O n  passing the lod ge, w e ascend b y  a noble flight o f steps, 

on each side o f  w hich is a road for coaches, exten d in g  to the upperm ost 

part o f  th e precipice. T h e  w hole o f  this m agnificent edifice is bu ilt o f  free

stone, w ith  a rustic front, adorned w ith pilasters o f  the Corinthian order ; 

and in  the centre is a n ob le statue o f  W ill ia m  Cavendish, D u k e  o f N e w 

castle. T h e  w hole precipice upon w hich this stately  statue is erected is 

surrounded b y  a fine balustrade faced w ith  stone.”  T o  these particulars 

m ay be added the follow ing genealogical notice o f  the D u k e  and his im m e

diate descendants : W illia m  Cavendish son o f  Sir Charles Cavendish, o f  

W e lb e c k , C o. N o ttin g ., b y  C atherine, daughter and heir to C uthbert B aron  

O g le , afterwards heir o f  that house, and in 1628, 4 Car. I . declared B aron

ess O g le . H e  was advanced to the degree o f  B aron  O g le  and V is e . M a n s

field  in  1620 ; and on the 17th  M arch , 1627, 3 Car. I .  was created B aron  

C avendish o f B olsover and E arl o f  N e w ca stle  upon T yn e : he was also, 

O c t. 27 , 1643, created M arqu is o f  N ew c a stle . O n  the 16 M arch , 1664, 

16 Car. I I .  h e  was created E arl o f  O g le , and D u k e o f N ew castle , and died  

in Jan. 1676, leaving issue b y  E lizab eth , daughter and sole heir to W ill ia m  

B asset o f  B lo re , C o. Staff., E sq ., H e n ry  his successor, and three daughters, 

w h ereof Jane was m arried to Charles C heney  o f  C hesham -B oys, C o. B ucks. 

E lizab eth  to John E gerton , E arl o f  B ridgew ater. Frances to O liver S t. 

John, E sq ., afterwards E arl o f  B olingbroke. H en ry , who in 1676 succeed

ed  his father, m arried Frances eldest daughter t o W m . Pierrepont o f  Thorsby, 

E sq ., 2nd son to  R ob ert, E arl o f  K in gsto n ,a n d  b y  her h ad H en ry ,h is  only son, 

w ho was styled E arl o f  O g le ; and he m arrying E lizabeth  sole daughter and  

heir to Josceline P ercy, E arl o fN  orthum berland, thereupon assum ed her nam e, 

and bore her arm s, but died in his father’s life tim e, 1680, w ithout issue; and  

his father dying on the 26 Ju ly, 1691, w ithout issue m ale, his honours b e 



cam e extin ct, and his five daughters becam e his co-heirs. I  am  n ot w ith 

out an im pression that this account m ay b e  considered as uninteresting, b u t  

it w ill occupy a few  m om ents only  in th e perusal. W i t h  m an y thanks for  

your personal kind attention  in  this m atter, and w ith every w ish for th e lon g -  

continued prosperity o f  your valuable Institution ,

I  remain, sir, your faithful humble Servant,

R O B T . B I G S B Y .


