
N o . X X I I .— Account o f  an Excavation recently made within the Roman 
Station o f Cilurnum. B y J o h n  C l a y t o n , Esq.— Communicated in a 

Letter to the Secretaries.

Chesters, 6 th  N o v e m b e r , 1843.

S irs,
U nderstanding that a statem ent o f  th e results o f  a recent excavation  

w ithin the R o m a n  Station  o f  C ilurnum  is desired b y  your Society, I  w ill  

endeavour to  supply such a statem ent, begging, how ever, th at it m ay be  

received as that o f  a very  unlearned antiquary.

T h e  E astern  R am part o f  the Station  o f  C ilurnum  (th e sixth  per lineam 
valli, according to  the Notitia Imperii) ranges nearly tw o hundred yards 

along the right ban k  o f the N o rth  T y n e  R iv e r ; th e station contains an  

area o f  nearly eight acres, and though  the surface has b een  for m an y years  

grass-grow n, yet th e w hole outline o f  th e fortifications is still distinctly  

visible. A b o u t  the m iddle o f  this ram part m ay b e  traced th e gate through  

w hich th e m ilitary w ay, sheltered b y  th e w all o f  Severus, passed from  the  

cam p dow n to  the bridge across the T yn e, o f  w hich the m assive rem ains 

still cum ber the str e a m ; w ithin  the ram part and to  th e south o f the gate, 

th e surface o f  the ground was som ew hat elevated, and form ed a green  

k n oll, w hich seem ed to invite antiquarian research, and on the application  

to  this elevated spot o f  the pickaxe and spade, the baths and Sudatorium  

o f th e station w ere discovered. T h e  rem oval o f  the earth on the w est 

side o f  the buildings disclosed the entrance b y  a flight o f  steps, m uch  w orn  

b y  th e feet o f  the p a ssen ger; these steps lead into a saloon or vestibule, 

from  w hich passages diverge, to the right anA left, into other apartm ents. 

I n  the room  on th e le ft  hand was found, in  good preservation, a B ath  

lined w ith red c e m e n t ; beyond this are tw o apartm ents (apparently a S u ­

datorium ), the floors o f  w hich  are com posed o f  tw o layers o f  flags, w ith a



layer o f  red cem ent betw een  th em , and are supported on pillars three feet  

h ig h ; som e o f  those pillars are o f  stone and others o f  square flat bricks. 

A t  th e east end o f the Sudatorium  are th e rem ains o f  the furnaces, and th e  

soot in the flues was found as fresh as i f  it had been  produced b y  fires 

lighted the day before. In  th e room  on th e right hand o f the saloon—  

w hich seem s to have been  m ore disturbed— there are less distinct rem ains  

o f  B aths, w ith  flues com m unicating w ith th em  ; b u t in the room  beyond it 

(a Sudatorium ) the floor o f  flags covered w ith plaster, and supported b y  

pillars o f  stone tw o feet h igh  is preserved entire, though pressed dow n in  

som e places b y  th e w eight w hich has been  upon it. W h e n  this station

ceased to  be used for the purposes o f  war, and the R om an  legions had per­

m an en tly  le ft the island, it w ould  seem  that the inhabitants o f  the country, 

in order to m ake the land productive as soon as possible have throw n dow n  

th e upper part o f  the w alls o f  th e buildings, w hich have fallen  inwards, and  

th ey  have then levelled  the surface and covered it w ith  earth, under the  

protection  o f  which, th ese rem ains o f  R o m a n  lu xu ry  have lain  undisturbed  

for 1400 years.

I  send you  a ground plan o f  th e  

buildings so far as th ey  have been  

explored ; you  w ill observe that, 

though  on a m u ch  larger scale, 

th e y  resem ble in shape and ar­

rangem ent the baths described by  

Sir W illia m  G e ll as having b een  

discovered in  Ita ly , am ongst th e  

ruins o f  the ancient city  o f  Stabise.

In  th e room  in w hich the B ath  

is, was found the Statu e o f  a R iver  

G o d , w hether representing th e  

T iber, or T yn e does n ot a p p ear ; 

the figure (about 4 feet in  len gth )  

is in a reclining posture, and  

: though execu ted  in coarse stone, 

is not w ithout som e gracefulness o f  attitude and proportions. O n  the n e x t  

page you have a sketch  o f it.

T i m t u Y T n n i  a M



T here have been  likew ise found in the buildings and the passages com ­

m unicating w ith  th em  a stone, w ith the C enturial m ark  on it, and th e  

nam e S I M I L I S ,  and several other relics o f  their form er occupants, w hich  

I  w ill briefly enum erate, viz. :—

A  F ib u la  o f  th e ancient m ixed  brass, sim ilar to  that in  G ordon , p i. 50 , 

fig. 9 , and here drawn o f  the fu ll size.



A  m assive silver signet R in g, w ith  a cornelian stone, on  w hich is engraved  

a cock pecking an ear o f  w heat.— See fig. 3 .

A  Stylu s o f  brass and tw o o f  ivory, tw o Javelin  H ead s, and upwards o f  

fifty C oins o f  various E m perors, from  H adrian  dow n to  G ratian — none o f  

th e m  o f  any value or rarity, b u t, nevertheless, I  subjoin a list o f  the seve­

ral varieties, as exhibiting th e  ordinary currency o f  the R om an  cam p dur­

ing the last 200 years o f  th e sw ay o f  th at people in  Britain.

I  a m , S i r s ,

W i t h  m uch respect,

Y o u r  m ost obedient Servant,

J O H N  C L A Y T O N .

L I S T  O F  T H E  S E V E R A L  V A R I E T I E S  O F  R O M A N  G O IN S  F O U N D  O N  

O P E N I N G  T H E  B A T H S  I N  T H E  S T A T I O N  O F  C I L U R N U M , 1843.

Date.
A . D . 1 1 9 .  Copper. H e a d  of H a d ria n .

H A D R I A N U S  A U G .  C O S . I I I .  *

T h e  R e verse  defaced.

A .D . 207. Silver* Head o f  Caracalla.
A N T O N I N U S  P I U S  A U G .

Reverse— T h e  figure of a  Sold ier standing w ith a Spear in  his right hand, 

a  C lu b  in  h is left, w ith three captives at h is feet,

P O N T I F .  T R .  P .

A . D . 2 18 . S ilv e r. H e a d  of H eliogab alus.

A N T O N I N U S  P I U S  A U G .

Reverse— T h e  E m p ero r sacrificing to the Su n , w ith a Pate ra in  his right  

hand, and in  h is left a branch of L a u re l.

S U M M U S  S A C E R D O S  A U G .

[ E a c h  of these E m p ero rs styled h im se lf “  A n to n in u s P iu s .”]

A . D .  262. Copper. H e a d  of V ic to rin u s.

I M P .  C . V I C T O R I N U S  A U G .

* R everse defaced.

A . D .  268. Copper. H e a d  of T e tricu s  Presses G allise.
I M P .  T E T R I C U S  A U G .

T h e  R everse defaced.

    H e a d  of T e tricu s  the Son.

C . P I V E S U S  T E T R P C V S  CMS.'
Reverse— F ig u re  of Peace.

P A X  A U G .

N i l



Date.

A .  D .  268.

A . D .  276.

A . D .  288.

A .  D .  3 12 .

A . D .  3 12 .

A . D .  326.

A .D . 337.

Copper. H e a d  of C la u d iu s G othicu s.

I M P .  C L A U D I U S  A U G .

Reverse— A  figure of Ju p ite r, w ith a  T h u n d e rb o lt in  h is rig h t hand, and a 

Spear in  h is left. v.

J O Y I  ' V I C T O R ! .

—  H e a d  of Probus.

I M P .  C .M . A U R .  P R O B U S  A U G .

Reverse— F ig u re  of Ju stic e , w ith a B alance.

i E Q U I T A S  A U G .
— -  H e a d  of Carausiu s.

I M P .  C . C A R A U S I U S  P . F .  A U G .

Reverse— A  figure of P rovidence, in  her rig h t hand a Glob e, in  her left a

Cornucopia.

P R O Y I D .  A U G .
S . P .

C .

—  H e a d  of Constantine.

C O N S T A N T I N U S  A U G .

Reverse— A. Tow er.

P R O Y I D E N T I i E  A U G .

—  H e a d  of Constantine, w ith the same Legend.

Reverse— A  Cip pu s, w ith the letters Y O T I S  X X . ,a n d  a Globe on the top of it .  

B E A T A  T R A N Q U I L L I T A S .

Copper, H e a d  of Constantine.

C O N S T A N T I N U S  M A X .  A U G .
Reverse— T w o  Soldiers, w ith Spears and B u c k le rs , and a m ilita ry  Standard  

between them .

 —  H e a d  of Co nstantine, J u n .

C O N S T A N T I N U S  I U N .  N O B . C .

Reverse— W it h in  a circle  of L a u re l, Y O T .  X .

C i E S A R U M  N O S T R O R U M .

  H e a d  of Constans.

C O N S T A N S  P . F .  A U G .

Reverse— 'Tw o Soldiers standing w ith the Im p e ria l Standard between them , 
on w hich is  the letter M .

G L O R I A  E X E R C I T U S  

T R .  P .

—  A  H e a d , helm eted, looking to the left.

U R B S  R O M A .

Reverse— A  She-w olf, su ck lin g  R o m u lu s and R hem us.

P .  C O N S T .

——  H e a d  of H e le n a , daughter of Constantine the G re at, and w ife of J u lia n

the Apostate.

F L .  J U L .  H E L E N A  A U G .



Date.
A . D . 355. Copper. Reverse— A  F em a le  figure, standing w ith her rig h t hand extended holding

a Staff, and a Spear in  her left hand.

P A X  P U B L I C A .
A . D .  364. *. --------- H e a d  of V a le n tin ia n .

D .N . Y A L E N T I N I A N U S  P .  F .  A U G .

Reverse— A  figure of V ic to r y , w alking , w ith a chaplet of L a u re l in  her  

rig h t hand, and a  branch of P a lm  in  her left.

S E C U R I T A S  R E I P U B L I C i E  
O F . I I .

C O N S T .

A .  D . 365. ' ----------  H e a d  o f Y a le n tin ia n .

D .N . Y A L E N   A U G .

Reverse— T h e  figure of a Sold ier, dragging a  Captive b y  the h a ir  w ith  h is  

rig h t hand, and holding the Im p e ria l Standard in  h is left.

G L O R I A  R O M A N O R U M .

A .  D . 3 7 7 . --------- H e a d  of G ra tia n .

D .N . G R  A T I  A N U S  P .  F .  A U G .

Reverse— A  figure of V ic to ry , w alk ing , w ith a  chaplet of la u re l in  her  

rig h t hand, and a  branch of P a lm  in  her left.

S E C U R I T A S  R E I P U B L I C i E .

S . T R .

  --------- H e a d  of G ra tia n , w ith the sam e legend.

Reverse— A  S o ld ie r standing, w ith the rig h t hand supporting a Standard  

b earing the m onogram  of C h rist, and the le ft resting on a  Sh ie ld . 

G L O R I A  N O Y I  S M C V U .


