
N o . X X I I I . — Account of the Discovery of some Roman Relics in the West
ern Suburbs of Pons /EM.—Communicated by Mr. G eo . B. R ic h a r d so n .

O n  th e m orning o f  D ecem b er 30, 1843, as th e w orkm en o f  M r . A m o r  

S p oor w ere engaged in  the dem olition  o f  W h it e  Friar T ow er, part o f  th e  

tow n  w alls o f  N ew ca stle , w hich was situate near th e foot o f  S ou th  Street, 

and overlooking th e river T y n e , th ey  found at about ten  or eleven  feet  

b elo w  the surface o f  the floor, and im m ed iately  under it, the bed o f  an old  

w ater-course, w hich has, in  form er tim es, run dow n th e side o f  the hill to  

th e river. L y in g  in  its b ed  was found (w ith a quantity  o f  R o m a n  roofing  

tiles, & c.) an altar, a lm ost w holly  shorn o f  its in scrip tion ; but, fortunate

ly , the part bearing the nam e o f  the deity, has been  spared. T h e  altar  

(w hich is sixteen  inches in  height) lias been  w ell carved in a reddish  

sandstone.

I n  digging, th e top  o f  t h e . altar was accidentally broken  o f f ; b u t th e  

other defects are coeval w ith  th e erection o f  the tow er. I t  is evident that  

th at it is dedicated to  Silvanus, a god  to w hom  dedications in the north o f  

E n gla n d  and Scotlan d  are rare : tw o having occurred in C u m b erlan d ; one  

in  S c o tla n d ; and this is but th e second w hich has been  discovered in N o r 

thum berland. I t  is evident that until the period o f  the erection o f  the  

tow er, som e R o m a n  building (the w estern suburbs o f  the station o f P ons  

iE lii) had rem ained, and in order to  form  a m ore advantageous site, and  

to  obtain a substantial foundation for the tow er, the clay raised from  the  

m oat a little  to  the northw ard, together w ith the altar, bricks, tiles, & c., 

from  the ruined dw ellings have been  throw n into the bed o f the w ater

course for th at purpose.

W h e r e  th e erection  was m ade, the direction o f  the w ater-course was 

easily discernible b y  th e difference o f the soil, fragm ents o f  coal, pottery, 

and other deposits washed into it.



I t  m ay also be  m entioned, that about tw o years and a h a lf ago, there was 

found, at a short distance from  the w all on th e inside, a B ritish  urn, in  a 

coffin-shaped cham ber, a few  inches below  th e present surface ; a circum 

stance w hich w ould lead, us to  conclude (w hat has been  before advanced) 

that these banks had at least been  a B ritish  residence, i f  not a fort, before  

the R om an  occupation thereof, particularly as th e m ilitary tactics o f  th e  

latter generally led  th em  to  erect their stations on the sites occupied b y  

their predecessors.

N .  B . A n o th e r  altar, o f  the sam e size b u t w ithout any inscription, was 

found in  the same place, on  Tuesday m orning, the 9th  January, 1844.


