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S T A T U T E S

OF

T H E  A N T I Q U A R I A N  S O C I E T Y

OF

NEW CASTLE-UPON-TYNE.

INSTITUTED JANUARY, 1813.

T h e  A n t iq u a r ia n  S o c ie t y  of  N e w c a s t l e - u p o n - T y n e  was established 
on the 6th day of February, 1813 ; when the purport of its Institution was 
declared to be “ Inquiry into antiquities in general, but especially into 
those of the north of England, and of the counties of Northumberland, 
Cumberland, and Durham, in particular.” The following Code of Statutes 
was adopted for the regulation of the Society :—

I. T he Society shall consist of Ordinary, Corresponding, and Honorary Members. The 
number of Ordinary Members limited to one hundred ; the number of Corresponding and„ 
Honorary Members unlimited. The candidates for admission as Ordinary Members shall 
be proposed at a regular meeting by at least three Members, and ballotted for at the next 
succeeding meeting ; three- fourths of the members present to confirm the admission of the 
candidate. The election of Corresponding and Honorary Members shall be subject to the 
same regulations as the election of Ordinary Members, excepting that they may be ballotted 
for the same meeting at which they are proposed. Twelve Members to form a constitution.

II. Persons residing within the town and county of Newcastle-upon-Tyne, the counties of 
Northumberland, Durham, or Cumberland, shall not be eligible as Corresponding Members.

III. The Officers of the Society to consist of a Patron, one President, three Vice-Presi­
dents, two Secretaries, one Treasurer, and a Council of six. The office of Patron to continue 
for life ; the other officers to be annnally elected out of the class of ordinary . Members by 
written lists to be delivered by the Members in person at the Anniversary Meeting. These 
Officers to have charge of the property of the Society, and any five to.be competent to act.

IV. The interest of each Member in the funds and property of the Society to continue' so 
long only as he shall remain a member, and the property shall never be sold or otherwise 
disposed of (except in the case of duplicates hereinafter mentioned), so long as there remain 
Members sufficient to form a constitution ; but should the members be reduced below the



number of twelve, and so remain for twelve calendar months then next following, the funds 
and property of the Society shall be delivered unto and vest in the oldest Society of Anti­
quaries in Great Britain.

V. Each Ordinary and Corresponding Member to pay an admission, fee of two guineas, and 
each Ordinary Member to pay an annual subscription of one guinea, commencing at the 
Anniversary Meeting in 1814.

VI. The Meetings of the Society to be held in the Society’s room, at six o’clock in the 
evening, on the first Wednesday in every month ; and the Anniversary Meeting at twelve 
o’clock in the day, at the same place, on the first Wednesday in January.

VII. All papers to be read in the order of their dates. If any member declines reading 
his own paper, any other member may be allowed to read it ; but such as are to be read by 
the Secretaries shall be sent “to them a month previous to their being laid before the Society.

VIII. Three Censors to be annually chosen by the Officers out of the ordinary Members, to 
whom shall be entrusted the charge of revising and printing all such papers and communica­
tions as the Officers may admit into the Transactions of the Society.

IX. All donations to the Society to be regularly recorded in a book kept for that purpose, 
describing at length their nature, when and where discovered, the donors’ names, &c. And 
all duplicates of Coins, Books, &c., to be at the disposal of the Officers, for the benefit of the 
Society at large.

X. Each Member on his admission shall sign the Statutes ; but any Ordinary Member 
may, on producing and leaving the authority by letter for it, sign them for such Members as 
cannot conveniently attend at the time of their admission.

XI. No alteration shall be made in the Statutes, except at the Anniversary Meeting in 
January. And every alteration intended to be then proposed, must be publicly announced’ 
and inserted in the Transactions at a meeting previous to the General Meeting.

XII. And lastly,—We, the undersigned Members, oblige ourselves to observe and fulfil the 
above Statutes, and conform ourselves to all the future Rules and Regulations which may 
be made by the Society, and regularly entered in their Minute Book.—The Members sign a 
copy of the above Statutes placed at the commencement of the Society’s Transaction Book.

It having appeared advisable that certain alterations should be made in 
this Code of Statutes, the following alterations have, from time to time, 
been made at anniversary m eetings:—
' January, 5, 1814.—I. That every new Member shall conform to the Statutes of this 
Society Within four of its meetings after his election, or such election to be void*

BE. That all donations to the Society be presented through the Council.
‘ III. That the Council be increased from six to twelve.

IV. That at the time of balloting for any gentleman as a Member of this Society, one 
of the gentlemen who proposed him shall be present, and in case of his election, pay his 
admission fee and subscription.- • *



January 4 ,  1 8 1 5 .— “  T h a t  th e  C o n s titu tio n  b e  r e d u c e d  fr o m  tw e lv e  to  e ig h t  M e m b e r s .”

January 5 ,  1 8 2 0 .— “ T h a t  th e  4 t h  R u le  d o  e n d ’ a t th e  w o r d  1 m e n tio n e d ,’ a n d  th a t  th e  

r e m a in d e r  b e  e x p u n g e d .”  ' ' ‘ *

( *January 2 ,  1 8 2 2 .— “  T h a t  th e  C o n s titu tio n  b e  re d u c e d , fr o m  e ig h t  M e m b e r s  to  s i x .”

January 1 ,  1 8 2 3 .— “  T h a t  th e  o r ig in a l fo u r th  S ta tu te  d o  s ta n d  so  fa r  as th e  w o r d s — ‘ b e ­

lo w  th e  n u m b e r  o f  a n d  th a t  th e  fo llo w in g  a d d itio n  b e  m a d e  th e r e to  in ste a d  o f  s u c h  o r ig in a l  

fo u r th  S ta tu te  :—1 S i x  a n d  so  r e m a in  fo r  tw e lv e  c a le n d e r  m o n th s  th e n  n e x t  fo llo w in g , th e  

fu n d s  a n d  p r o p e r t y  o f  t h e  S o c ie ty  s h a ll  b e  d e liv e r e d  u n to  a n d  b e c o m e  th e  p r o p e r ty  o f  th e  

L it e r a r y  a n d  P h ilo s o p h ic a l S o c ie ty  o f  N e w c a s t le -u p o n -T y n e , i f  th a t  S o c ie ty  b e  th e n  in  e x ­

is te n c e  ; iand s h o u ld  th a t  S o c ie ty  n o t  b e  in  e x is te n c e , th a t  th e n  th e  sa m e  b e  d e liv e r e d  to ,  

a n d  b e c o m e  th e  p r o p e r ty  o f, th e  M a y o r  a n d  C o rp o r a tio n  o f  N e w c a s t le -u p o n -T y n e .”

“  T h a t  on e h u n d r e d  M e m b e r s  h a v in g  n o w  b e e n  e le c te d  to  th is  S o c ie ty , a n y  n e w  M e m b e r  

to  b e  e le cte d  w ill  o n ly  b e  e n tit le d  to  s u c h  p u b lic a t io n s  as m a y  b e  p r in te d  a fte r  h is  e le c tio n  ; 

b u t  m a y  p u r c h a s e  a n y  o f  th e  p r e v io u s  p u b lic a t io n s  a t th e  sa m e  p r ic e  as th e  s a m e  a re  fu r ­

n ish e d  to  th e  b o o k s e lle r s .”

January 5 ,  1 8 2 5 .— “ T h a t  a fte r  th e  n e x t  A n n iv e r s a r y  M e e t in g  th e  M e m b e r s  d in e  t o g e ­

th e r , a n d  th a t  th e  C o m m itte e  fo r  th e  y e a r  ta k e  th e  m a n a g e m e n t  o f  p r o v id in g  fo r  s u c h  d in n e r .”

January 4 ,  1 8 2 6 .— “ T h a t  n o  M e m b e r  s h a ll  b e  e n tit le d  to  ta k e  b o o k s  o u t o f  th e  S o c ie ty ’s 

L ib r a r y , u n til  h is  s u b s c r ip tio n  in  a d v a n c e  fo r  th e  c u r r e n t  y e a r  b e  p a id  ; a n d  i f  a n y  M e m b e r  

sh a ll su ffe r  h is  s u b s c r ip tio n  to  r e m a in  u n p a id  fo r  th r e e  s u c c e ss iv e  y e a r s , h is  n a m e , a t th e  

e n d  o f  th re e  m o n th s , s h a ll b e  e r a se d  fr o m  th e  lis t  o f  M e m b e r s  in  th e  B o o k s  o f  th e  S o c ie ty  ; 

a n d  h e  sh a ll b e  r e q u ir e d  to  d e liv e r  u p  h is  d ip lo m a  ; a n d  fu r th e r  th a t  a  c o p y  o f  th is  R e s o ­

lu tio n  b e  sen t to  th e  u s u a l p la c e  o f  re s id e n c e  o f  e v e r y  M e m b e r  o f  th is  S o c ie ty .”

January 3 ,  1 8 2 7 .— “  T h a t  t h e  M o n t h ly  M e e t in g s  o f  th e  S o c ie ty  b e  a d v e rtise d  to  b e  h e ld  

a t  7  o ’c lo c k  in ste a d  o f  6  o ’c lo c k  in  t h e  e v e n in g .”

January 2 ,  1 8 2 8 .— “  T h a t  in  o rd e r  to  se c u r e  (a s  w a s  th e  in te n tio n  o f  th e  S o c ie ty ) , th a t  

a ll  b o o k s  b e lo n g in g  to  th e  S o c ie ty  s h a ll  b e  in  th e  L ib r a r y  d u r in g  th e  M o n t h ly  M e e tin g s , a  

fine o f  on e s h illin g  fo r  e a c h  b o o k  n o t  b r o u g h t  in  a t su c h  m e e tin g s  b e  im p o s e d  u p o n  th o se  

M e m b e r s  w h o  h o ld  s u c h  b o o k s  a t  th e  t im e , a n d  a  fu r th e r  fin e o f  s ix p e n c e  e a c h  w e e k  a fte r ­

w a r d s , a n d  th a t fo r  th e  p u r p o s e  o f  e x a m in a t io n , a ll  b o o k s  b e  re tu r n e d  to  th e  L ib r a r y  on th e  

W e d n e s d a y  p re c e d in g  th e  A n n iv e r s a r y , to  r e m a in  u n t il  a fte r  th e  m e e tin g  o f  th a t  d a y , u n d e r  a  

fin e  o f  tw o  s h illin g s  a n d  s ix p e n c e .”

A l s o , — “  T h a t  n o t m o r e  th a n  tw o  v o lu m e s  o f  a n y  w o r k  b e  a llo w e d  to  g o  to  a n y  m e m b e r  

a t on e t im e  ; a n d  th a t the A b b e y  C h u r c h e s , Y e r t u e ’s P la t e s ,  th e  Y e t u s t a  M o n u m e n ta , G r e g -



so n ’s P r o o fs  fo r  th e  H is t o r y  o f  L a n c a s h ir e , & c .,  a n d  a ll  m a n u s c r ip ts , d o  n o t  c ir c u la te  w ith o u t  

le a v e  o f  th e  C o u n c il  o b ta in e d  a t a  m e e t in g .”

January 6 ,  1 8 3 0 .— “  T h a t  th e  n u m b e r  o f  O r d in a r y  M e m b e r s  b e  e x te n d e d  fr o m  on e  h u n ^  

d r e d  to  on e  h u n d r e d  a n d  f i ft y  T h a t  th e  C o u n c il h a v e  p o w e r  to  m itig a te  o r  r e m it  fin es in  

p a r tic u la r  ca se s ; th a t  a ll  b o o k s  b e  r e tu r n e d  to  th e  l ib r a r y  a  fo r tn ig h t  p r e v io u s  to  e v e r y  a n n i­

v e r s a r y  m e e tin g , u n d e r  a  p e n a lty  o f  tw o  s h illin g s  a n d  s ix p e n c e ;  a n d  th a t  n o  b o o k s  b e  ta k e n  

o u t  d u r in g  th a t  fo r tn ig h t, a n d  th a t  th e  r u le s  a s to  fin es fo r  n o t re tu r n in g  b o o k s  g e n e r a lly  b e  

a lte r e d , so  th a t  th e  fin e  w i ll  a tta c h  i f  th e  b o o k s  a re  n o t  r e tu r n e d  b y  h a lf -p a s t  s i x  o ’c lo c k  o n  

th e  n ig h ts  o f  m e e t in g .”

October 2 ,  1 8 3 1 .— A t  a  m e e tin g  th is  e v e n in g , i t  w a s  P r o p o se d ,— “  T h a t  n o tic e  b e  g iv e n  

th a t  th e  A n n iv e r s a r y  M e e t in g  b e  in  fu tu r e  h e ld  o n  th e  first W e d n e s d a y  in  F e b r u a r y  in ste a d  

o f  th e  first W e d n e s d a y  in  J a n u a r y ,”  w h ic h  w a s a fte rw a rd s  m o v e d  a n d  c a rr ie d .

February 6 ,  1 8 3 3 .— T h a t  th e  C o u n c il sh a ll m e e t  e v e r y  first W e d n e s d a y  o f  th e  m o n th , a t  

7  o ’c lo c k , a tte n d  to  th e  e n trie s  in  th e  K e c o m m e n d a tio n  B o o k , a n d  k e e p  a  r e c o rd  o f  th e ir  tr a n s ­

a c tio n s  to  lie  o n  th e  ta b le  fo r  t h e  in sp e c tio n  o f  a ll  th e  M e m b e r s  o f  th e  S o c ie ty .”

u T h a t  th e  e le c tio n  s h a ll ta k e  p la c e  a fte r  th e  a n n u a l r e p o r t  s h a ll  b e  c o n sid e re d , b y  w h ic h  

o rd e r  o f  p r o c e e d in g  i t  w i ll  a p p e a r  w h e th e r  th e  M e m b e r s  in  th e  d ir e c tio n  h a v e  so  a tte n d e d  to* 

th e  a ffa irs  o f  th e  S o c ie ty  as to  m a k e  it  a d v is a b le  to  r e -e le c t  th e m .”

February 3 ,  1 8 3 6 .— “  T h a t  in  fu tu r e  th e  A n n iv e r s a r y  M e e tin g s  b e  h e ld  o n  th e  M o n d a y  

p r e c e d in g  th e  A n n iv e r s a r y  M e e tin g s  o f  th e  L ite r a r y  a n d  P h ilo s o p h ic a l S o c ie ty .

“  T h a t  fo u r  o f  th e  C o u n c il  w h o  h a v e  a tte n d e d  th e  m e e tin g s  o f  th e  S o c ie ty  th e  le a s t  fr e ­

q u e n t ly , b e  in e lig ib le  fo r  th e  s u c c e e d in g  y e a r .”

February 6 ,  1 8 3 7 .— “  T h a t  th e  M o n t h ly  M e e tin g s  o f  th e  C o u n c il  a n d  o f  th e  S o c ie ty  b e  

h e ld  o n  th e  sa m e  e v e n in g s  as th o se  o f  th e  L ite r a r y  a n d  P h ilo s o p h ic a l S o c ie ty , an d  th a t  th e  

C h a ir  b e  ta k e n  a t  h a lf -p a s t  6  o ’c lo c k  p r e c is e ly .”

February 3 ,  1 8 4 0 .-— T h a t  th e  a tte n d a n c e  o f  fo u r  M e m b e r s  a t th e  M o n t h ly  M e e t in g  s h o u ld  

b e  su ffic ien t to  c o n stitu te  a  m e e tin g .”

“  T h a t  M e m b e r s  h e r e a fte r  e le c te d  m a y  h a v e  th e  o p tio n  o f  p a y in g  th e  a d m is s io n  fe e  o f  £ 2 .  

2 s . ,  a n d  r e c e iv in g  s u c h  b o o k s  p u b lis h e d  b y  th e  S o c ie ty  as t h e y  w o u ld  b e  e n tit le d  to  o n  su c h  

p a y m e n t , or o f  p a y in g  m e r e ly  th e  a n n u a l su b s c r ip tio n  o f  £ l .  I s . ,  a n d  n o t r e c e iv in g  th e m .”

February 2 ,  1 8 5 2 .— T h a t  M e m b e r s  e le c te d  a t o r  a fter  th e  N o v e m b e r  M e e t in g  o f  e a c h  y e a r  

m a y  b e  e le cte d  w ith o u t  p a y in g  a  se co n d  su b s c r ip tio n  a t th e  A n n iv e r s a r y .
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