
N o . V . — S o m e  A c c o u n t  o f  a  C a v e  f o u n d  i n  w o r k i n g  a  L i m e s t o n e  Q u a r r y  ,o n  
th e  S e a  C o a s t ,  n e a r  N o r t h  S u n d e r l a n d ,  b y  M r .  G e o r g e  G r e y  B e l l .

I n  the m onth o f  A ugust, 1844 , a very singular place o f  concealm ent was 
found in  w orking a lim estone quarry upon  the sea coast, near N orth  
Sunderland, in  the parish o f  Bam brough, at a p lace called  the Snook  P oin t, 
w hich  lies about h a lf way betw een  B am brough and Dunstanbrough Castles. 
W h e n  first found great curiosity was m anifested in the neighbourhood, and 
it  was believed  to  have been  a place for the concealm ent o f  contraband 
goods, the officers o f  the coast guard, therefore, took  possession until it 
was properly exam ined, when they declared their b e lie f that it  had never 
been  intended for, or used, as a “  sm uggling h o l e a n d  from  the neat 
m anner in  which it was built, the sm all size o f  the entrance and cavity, 
from  its being neatly flagged out, and having a clay pipe or conduit com 
m unicating w ith a hut or cottage above, for the conveyance o f  air or 
sound, it was also m y conviction  that it  had never been  intended for  con 
traband goods, b u t had been  constructed  in a tim e o f  great trouble for the 
concealm ent o f  som e fugitive o f  note. I , therefore, took  the dimensions, 
and m ade drawings representing the exact state in  w hich it was found 
after the sand and soil had h een  rem oved.

N oth in g  can b e  traced from  history to  throw  any ligh t upon the subject, 
w ithout, indeed, w e take the troublesom e tim es in  1463-4 , w hen M argaret, 
the Q ueen  o f  H enry  V I .,  held  the castles o f  Bam brough, D unstanbrough, 
and A ln w ick , against K in g  E d w a rd ; these eastles w ere her principal and 
her last strongholds in  the N orth  o f  England.

H istory inform s us that M argaret, after the B attle o f  H exh am  (M ay 15, 
1464,) and the ov  erthrow  o f  her hopes fled with her son, P rince Edward, 
towards the sea coast, w here she lay for som e tim e concealed, and, after
wards escaped to  F lan d ers ; b u t it does n ot inform  us w hich  coast she fled 
to. She cou ld  not fly to  the east or west coast, as there she w ould have
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passed through 'the m idst o f  her enem ies, som e o f  her follow ers having b een  
execu ted  a t N ew castle, H exham , and Carlisle, a few  days after the B attle  
o f  H exhatn, therefore, she m ust have fled towards the n orth ern  coast, 
to  a know n place o f  concealm ent and safety.

N o w  as Q ueen M argaret was the head and life o f  the Lancaster party, it 
cannot be  doubted that her personal safety, and that o f  the prince her son, 
was o f  the m ost vital im portance to  their cause, and, therefore, landing, as 
she o ften  did, on  the coast in  the im m ediate vicin ity o f  the above castles 
held  b y  h er follow ers, and these fo llow ers som etim es changing sides, she 
cou ld  n ot at all tim es trust h erself w ithin the walls for  fear o f  treachery ; 
indeed it does n ot appear that she ever m ade any one o f  them  her residence, 
b u t m ust have had som e private p lace o f  concealm ent near, and this-cave, 
in all probability, is the place w here she concealed  herself. In  R idpath ’s 
B o r d e r  H i s t o r y  the particulars o f  M argaret’s circum stances in  N orth u m 
berland are represented as bein g  very painful and harassing.

“  In  the fo llow in g spring M argaret sailed over to  France, and having o b 
tained a loan o f  a small sum  o f  m on ey  and a supply o f  tw o thousand m en 
from  the French  K in g , on condition  o f  delivering up Calais w hen it  should 
be  in her pow er, she set sail for the northern coast o f  England, and land
ed in O ctober, 1463, n e a r - B a m b r o u g h .  S till the country did n ot take arms 
in her favour, but either through the treachery o f  S ir R alph  Gray, w ho was 
governor o f  A ln w ick  under Edw ard, or on  account o f  the scarcity o f  pro
visions, that fortress fell again into her hands. H earing, how ever, o f  
E dw ard ’s-approach, w ho le ft L on d on  on the 30th  N ovem ber, she found it 
necessary again to  seek refuge in  Scotland  F or this purpose she w ent on 
board the fleet that had brought her from  France, and her G eneral 
‘ B reze ’ accom panied her w ith  som e part o f  her forces. B u t a violent 
storm arising, the Q ueen, not w ithout -great danger, escaped into the port o f  
Berw ick, and B reze bein g  driven ashore at H o ly  Island, his ships w ere 
burnt, and 4  or 500  o f  his m en  w ere either k illed  or taken prisoners. 
B reze h im self escaped in  a fishing boat w hich conveyed  h im  to  the Q ueen 
at B erw ick .

“  B reze ’s son, together with L ord  H ungerford , had the keeping  o f  A ln w ick  
Castle, w ith a garrison o f  three hundred m en. T he D u k e  o f  Som erset, the
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Earl o f  Pem broke, L ord  R oose , and Sir R a lp b  P ercy  had the keeping o f  
B am brough, ■with a garrison o f  three hundred m en, and Sir R ichard  T u n - 
stal, Thom as Findern, D r M orton , and som e others o f  less note kept the 
castle o f  D unstanhrough w ith one hundred and tw enty m en.

“  Edw ard on  arriving in N  orthum berland finding no enem y in the field 
laid siege at on ce  to  th e  three castles, A ln w ick , Bam brough, and D unstan
brough. B am brough was surrendered on Christmas eve, and the D u k e  o f  
Som erset and S i r  R a l p h  P e r c y , w ho held  it for the Q ueen w ere p a r d o n e d  
a n d  r e c e i v e d  i n t o  f a v o u r  b y  E d w a r d .  D unstanbrough yielded  three days 
after, and A ln w ick  was taken on  th e 6th January, 1464, b y  the Earl o f  
W  arwick.

“  In  the fo llow in g  spring M argaret m ade another attem pt in vain.; she 
had  now  lost the favour o f  the S cottish  K in g , in consequence o f  a truce 
m ade betw een  Edw ard and h im ; but b y  the interest o f  som e S cottish  
chiefs she again entered N orthum berland. S ir R alph  G ray at the same 
tim e surprised and took  the Castle o f  B am brough and held  it for the Q ueen .

“  A  part o f  the Q ueen ’s forces w ere defeated b y  N ev ille  at H ed g e ly  
M oor, A p ril 25 , 1464 , w hen Sir R alph  P ercy , deserted by  his com panions 
in  arms, fe ll fighting bravely  in  the field o f  b a t t le ; and three w eeks after, 
N ev ille  having m et the invading arm y in  their cam p at Linels, near H exham , 
tota lly  defeated and dispersed them . T h e  Q ueen  and her son, w ith  the 
greatest difficulty having gained the sea coast, passed over to  Sluys, in  
Flanders.”

S ir R alph  P ercy , w hen dying on  the field o f  battle at H ed ge ly  M oor, is 
said to  have cried  ou t that “  he had saved the bird in his bosom ,”  m eaning, 
as it was then  believed , that h e  had k ept his oath o f  fealty to  H enry  V I . ; 
bu t as P ercy  had only five m onths before that, after the siege o f  B am brough, 
taken part w ith  E dw ard a g a i n s t  H enry, I  am inclined to  believe, that this 
figurative expression  o f  his alluded to  M argaret, and m eant noth ing m ore 
than that she was now  in a p lace o f  safety by  his means, and m ost lik e ly  in h i s  
place o f  con cealm en t on  or near his ow n  estate, and that the cave repre
sented in  the drawings, is in  all likelihood  the p la c e ; and that she again 
fled to  it after the B attle  o f  H exham , until she could  get a ship to  convey 
her from  the island.



T h e situation o f  this cave seem s to  have been  ju d iciou sly  chosen on  a 
h igh and barren point near the coast, neatly built, and about h a lf way b e 
tw een  B am brough and D unstanbrough Castles, w ith A ln w ick  Castle lying 
about 14  m iles south and w est o f  it.

G E O R G E  G R A Y  B E L L .

N e w c a s t l e  u p o n  T y n e ,  J u n e  2 0 th , 1845 .


