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N o. V I .— A c c o u n t  o f  th e  R o m a n  R o a d  c a l l e d  “  T h e  M a i d e n  W a y . "  B y
W il l ia m  B a in b r id g e , E s q .

“  L IT E R A  S C R IP T A  M A N E T .”

T  h i s  old  R om an  R oa d  w hich  is ca lled  in  o ld  boundary rolls, the M ay  den 
W a y , or M ay den G ate ( V i a  P u e l l a r u m ) ,  extends from  the station on the 
R om an  W a ll, near G lenw helt, ca lled  Caervorran, in N orthum berland, over 
the m ountains o f  the eastern part o f  Cum berland, to  another station at 
K irb y  Thore, in W estm oreland . There it jo in ed  th e  great R om an  R oad  
leading from  Y ork , over Stanem oor, to  Carlisle and Scotland  ; the rem ains 
o f  which are very fine in that vicinity.

B etw een  the tw o extrem ities o f  the M aiden  W a y , a nearer, and certain­
ly  a m uch m ore com m odious, course m ight have been  procured, b y  turning 
the corner o f  T indale F e ll and proceeding b y  the side o f  the m ountain 
chain, called by  the R om ans the Pennine A lps, in the plain o f  the E den. I t  is 
supposed, w ith som e degree o f  probability , that the R om ans preferred the 
hills for their roads, in order to  guard against surprise from  enemies> 
lurking in the th ick  forests which then covered  B r ita in ; or in order 
effectually to  subdue a vanquished people, w ho crow ded to the m ountains 
for a last resort. The Cum berland mountains have m ore than on ce afford­
ed this protection  to  unhappy natives. In  the present instance such a 
solution m ay be  probable, but it is also lik ely  that the R om ans had other 
ob jects  in traversing this w ild  and then barren country. There was an ex ­
tensive m ilitary station at W h itley , about tw o m iles from  A lston , the re­
mains o f  w hich are very com plete, and there was w ithout m uch doubt 
another station at a place ca lled  H all H ill, im m ediately opposite to  the 
tow n o f  A lston . T h e lead m ines o f  this district have been  w orked from  a 
very rem ote period, and there is every reason to  suppose in the tim e also 
o f  the Rom ans. Indeed, R om an  relics have been  discovered in som e o f



them . I t  is, therefore, h ighly probable  that this road was also m ade w ith 
the view  o f  protecting their mines and transporting their produce.

T h e  course o f  this road is described in  detail below . I t  m ay be  described 
generally th u s :— It  crosses the valley o f  the Tippald  stream close by  B len k in - 
sopp (old) Castle, and ascending the opposite h ill proceeds over the inclosures 
w hich lately ■formed part o f  Featherston C om m on. F rom  the higher ground 
here, there are fine view s o f  the valley o f  the T yne both  to  the east and the 
so u th ; passing a long a precipitous ridge on  the left o f  L ow die  C leugh, 
it reaches b y  a steep short descent, the ju n ction  o f  tw o  small streams, and 
continues to  b e  used as a parish road up the bank, still called M aiden  W a y  
B ank, and onwards with a slight interruption through H artley  B urn  to  the 
turnpike road w hich leads from  A lston  to  B ram pton. F rom  this poin t to  
Burnstones it ascends a steepish part o f  the waste land, and it was used 
till the year 1824  as the com m on  country road up the valley o f  the Tyne. 
The view  dow n the Tyne from  the top  o f  the h ill is very striking,— Feather- 
stone Castle em bosom ed in rich  foliage, the site o f  the R om an  wall far 
behind elevated on basaltic and lo fty  crags, with the far stretching expanse 
o f  B ew castle M oss behind, and w ith distant view s o f  the C heviot H ills, the 
Solw ay Firth, and the Criffel M ountains o f  D um fries.

D escend ing to  B urnstones the road continues up the valley, and in 
gradual approach to  the Tyne, passing im m ediately behind the village o f  
S laggyford  and then close b y  the river, w here it is still used as a road, and 
up a steep h ill opposite W illiam ston e to  Thornhopeburn, and thence to 
the w ell know n station at W h itley . L eaving here the valley o f  the Tyne 
it descends into G ilderdale and crosses the stream o f  that valley into 
Cum berland, a few  yards above the inclosures, w inding easily on  both  sides 
o f  the steep banks. I t  then passes through th e  inclosures on the south 
side in  a long  gradual ascent to  a pass in the m ountains called the Sloat, 
at the west end o f  Park  F ell, and proceeds through other inclosures o f  
com m on  to  the turnpike road leading from  A lston  to  Penrith, w hich it 
crosses about h a lf a m ile westward from  H artside Inn . D escend ing to  
R ow g ill B u m  on a grassy slope it  enters M elm erby  F ell and ascends a 
lon g  ridge o f  that fell to  the sum m it o f  the chain. I t  is here seen in the 
greatest perfection , and m ay indeed be alm ost considered as ju s t le ft by  its

vol. iv . I,



form er owners. Its  elevation  at this spot cannot be  less than 2 ,500  feet 
above the sea. T h e  v iew  from  this elevation is o f  the m ost enchanting 
description , surpassing for extent, richness, and variety, perhaps any other 
in  the K in gdom . T h e great steepness o f  the w estern escarpm ent o f  these 
lo fty  hills, w hich  are covered  w ith the finest verdure, occasions at on ce the 
m ost com prehensive and the m ost delicious prospect o f  the great, broad, and 
rich  vale o f  E den, which, w ith  its scattered forests, cu ltivated fields, and 
silvery stream, m ay truly be  ca lled  the G arden o f  E den. T h e  distant and 
cliffy  hills o f  the lake district w ith the conspicious summits o f  Skiddaw, 
Saddleback , and H elvellyn , form  a m ost exquisite background which, hounds 
th e  vale a long the western side to  the extrem e south. O n  the north-west, 
th e  rich  plains o f  Carlisle, and the Solway, the ocean, and the Scottish  
m ountains beyond, give their last features to  this sublim e sight. The 
R om an  soldiers w ith as m u ch  truth as am id the hills o f  Perthshire m ight 
have here excla im ed  “  C am pania !”  The vast expanse o f  the primaeval forest 
w hich  then  filled  that noble  plain, intersected only by rivers and roads, and 
in  the m idst o f  w hich the Druids celebrated, at one o f  their m ost renow ned 
shrines, their unholy rites, m ust have filled w ith delight even the conquer­
ors o f  the world.

Im m ediately below , is a singularly beautifu l am phitheatre, in the very 
bosom  o f  the hills, and cloth ed  w ith delicious verdure, ca lled  O usby Dale. 
A lo n g  the eastern side o f  this, the road pursues a gen tly  descending course 
dow n the green steeps o f  O usby F e ll and finally descends into the plain 
be low  by  a m ost rem arkable chasm  or cleugh called  A rg ill. This portion  
is b y  far the steepest part o f  the course. I t  enters the head o f  the gill by  
an abrupt turn to  the left, and continues dow n a rapid steep confined b e ­
tw een  tw o lo fty  hills, for about a quarter o f  a m ile to  the plain. A l l  trace 
is obliterated b y  the fallen  rock . The passage is so narrow that there is 
barely room  for a road and m ust have afforded great opportunity for resisting 
a hostile  attack. I t  crosses O usby B e ck  at the foot o f  the hill, alm ost 
directly beneath th e round conspicuous sum m it o f  Cross F ell. I t  then 
traverses a large pasture and descends towards a farm house called the 
B ank. N o  trace o f  its course is visible, after leaving the pasture, for a m ile 
and a half, where it is m et w ith in a very distinct state in W yth w aite



Pasture in  W estm oreland , for  a short distance, in a straight line from  
A rg ill. I t  is then invisible for  tw o miles, and is seen again on  the north­
east co m e r  o f  N ew biggin  M oor, near a c o m  m ill on  M ilburn  B eck . I t  is 
from  this spot used as a com m on  parish road w ith little  alteration to  
w ithin a very short distance o f  K irb y  Thore.

Such is the course o f  the M aiden  W a y , w hich, w ith  slight exceptions, 
m ay still, after the lapse o f  so m any centuries, b e  distinctly fo llow ed  for 
about 3 6  m iles. In  som e parts, and particularly on  the sum m it o f  M e l- 
m erby F ell, as b efore  stated, there is perhaps a better specim en o f  what a 
R om an  road really was than in any other part o f  Britain.

T h e m ountainous character o f  the route has o f  course produced this state 
o f  preservation. Its destruction has been  m ore rapid w ithin the last tw enty 
years than during all the form er period  o f  its existence. The inclosures 
o f  com m ons and the m ore extensive use o f  the plough  now  continually prey 
upon it. B u t even in  p laces w here every trace is lost, and m ust have been  
lost for ages, sucb is the strong and abiding interest w hich is attached to  
the road b y  the neighbouring peop le , that tradition w ill probably n ot soon 
fail in  indicating its entire course w ith  great accuracy.

T h e extrem e and unnecessary steepness o f  m any portions o f  the road, 
the apparent absence o f  all bridges at the various streams it traverses, and 
the condition  o f  the road itse lf in its best parts, render it  alm ost certain that 
it was not used as a road for w aggons or carriages.

T he extrem e straightness o f  its course and the consequent loss o f  level 
w hich so frequently occurs, and w hich  occasions frequent and long alterna­
tions o f  ascent and descent, seem  also to  confirm  this conclusion. N either 
are there any traces o f  w heels upon  the stones as seen in the old  roads o f  
Ita ly and France. T he road is a lm ost uniform ly 21 feet broad, and has been  
raised above the ground w ith  a d itch  on each side, and intersected w ith 
proper conduits m any o f  w hich  are very entire. In  the m ost perfect part 
on  M elm erby  F ell the sides are raised 2 ,3 ,  or even 4  feet high. The stones 
are large at the sides, 2  or 3 feet lon g  and 1 or 2  broad, and o f  freestone 
from  th e adjoining bed. In  the m iddle are chiefly small stones, m any o f  
w h ich  are th in  and f la t ; these are n ow  lying loose on the su rface ; but it ap­
pears from  other portions o f  the road w hich  are favourable for exam ination



that these sm aller stones w ere rounder and all rudely w edged  or paved in  
com pactly  w ith each other.

In  one place on the waste w hich  is wet, there w ere th icker stones under 
the thin ones m aking the road about fourteen inches th ick . T h e  materials 
vary w ith  the strata adjoining. Great attention seems to  have been  given  
to  the sides o f  the road and its proper drainage. In  other respects 
the structure o f  the road varies w ith the nature o f  the ground.

N o  vestiges o f  bridges are visible at any o f  the streams w hich are all 
small in their usual state.

T h ere  was a bridge over a stream near K irb y  Thore on the great line o f  
road before m entioned, at w hich  m any valuable coins have recently  been  
found.

I t  has often  been suggested by  antiquarians that this road was the 10th  I t e r  
A n t o n i n u m ,  and that W h itle y  Castle was the A l o n i s  o f  that I t e r ,  supposi­
tions which seem  quite inadm issible. A ll  these notions em brace on ly  the 
w estern portion  o f  the road and re ject the northern part. T h e M a i d e n  
W a y  seems throughout distinct in itself. I f  G la n o v e n tu m  is Lanches­

ter, it is h ighly probable that A l o n i s  is A llen da le  Tow n, which, in addi­
tion  to  similarity o f  nam e, com prises in  an adm irable m anner all the de­
siderata for a R om an  Station. In  this case a road m ight be  exp ected  to  be 
found over the hills b y  the head o f  the South  T yne towards A p p leb y , w hich 
is a m atter to  be solved. N o  remains have yet been  m et with in A l ­
lendale, notw ithstanding the assertions o f  W arbu rton , H utch inson  and 
H orsley .

I . F R O M  C A E R V O R A N  T O  B U R N S T O N E S , S E V E N  M I L E S  A N D
A  H A L F .

COU RSE.

First seen at the west end of a ploughed field, about 
a quarter of a mile from the station going along a steep 
hill side, and with a steep descent for about sixty yards,, 
and then enters a wood about two hundred yards from 
the Tippald, a rivulet opposite the limekilns, and a 
quarter of a mile from Glenwhelt..

C O N D IT IO N .

The form only visible, 
the stones were taken up 
within recent memory..



CO U R SE.

Crosses the Tippald probably opposite the Colliery 
and close by, or under, Blenkinsopp Castle, then across 
a ravine called W iding Cleugh to a pasture beyond called.

W aterloo pasture, which it traverses about a hundred 
yards from the parish road.

Another field in which it crosses a small hollow.
Another field.
Another field, disclosing fine views down and up the 

Tyne.

Another field.
Another field, a wood on the left, through which the 

parish road passes.

Descends gently into the middle of a large pasture 
allotted to Jacob Lee having the plantation on the left 
— in the middle is a shallow cleugh called Pinkins’ 
Cleugh, which the road crosses about half a mile above 
the place where the parish road crosses the cleugh, 
which is deeper below.

Another pasture, and along tbe ridge of a steep deep 
cleugh called Lowdie Cleugh for a quarter of a mile, 
and at the end a very steep brow of about forty yards 
to the parish road.

Invisible for three 
quarters of a mile.

Form seen— stones ly­
ing about. This and all 
the succeeding pastures 
have been ploughed since 
the passing of the Fea- 
therston Common Inclo­
sure A ct in 1808. The  
form of the road can be 
traced throughout, either 
by the difference of the 

grass or the hollowness 
of the ground, or the 
stones still left ungather­

ed. But most of the 
stones were taken for 
erecting the walls of the 
inclosures. There is, 
therefore, no good entire 
specimen of the road left, 
but often the stones at 
the sides and in the mid­

dle well define it.

Only visible in the mid­

dle by the large stones.

A t the end large stones 
in heaps— the ground 
fallen in, but road green 
and form preserved.



COURSE.

Crosses the stream about 15 yards above the present 
bridge— two streams join here*

Follows in the present parish road up a short steep 
hill, still called u The Maiden W a y  Bank,” and so on 
to the top of the hill about one hundred and fifty yards, 
except at the top of the first steep brow where the pre­
sent road turns abruptly to the right and turns again.—  
Close by on the right of the road is a house called 
Maiden W a y  House, said to have been built on the old 
way, but probably on the west of it.

From the last hill top, probably through the pasture 
on the right, and not in the present devious steep and 
awkward road, but in a fine slope towards the corn mil] 
in the hollow, crossing Killaw burn and then Blackburn 
on the right of the mill, and along the present road up 
the steep bank on the other side.

Along the present road for more than a mile in a 
straight line to the Alston turnpike road leading to M il­

ton, which it cuts at right angles.

It  crosses the burn after making a slight turn to the 

right to avoid the steep descent and ascent, passes the 
public house close by the turnpike road ten or twelve 
yards on the west.

The old road from Alston to the Coal Pits here, used 
up to the year 1824 , now grassed over, is upon the 
Maiden W a y  to within half a mile from Burnstones, 
which is as follows.

U p  the steepish hill on the uninclosed waste part of 
Tindal Fell for a mile directly south, then over a fine 
flat part for one third of a mile, and down into 
Glen-due (Dark Glen), by a fine, but still very steep, 
sweep to the right, crossing the stream very near to the 
present bridge and proceeding almost by the side of the 
new. road by a gentler sweep to the top of the other 
hill— a quarter of a mile from Glen-due passes close on

Large paved stones on 
the left bank.

T he old road discerni­
ble at the sides of a new 
one.

N o traces.

Large stones on the 
sides which are very per­

fect in ascending the hill 
from the burn.

Large stones visible 
and right side very good.

Large stones in this de­
scent two feet thick.



COURSE. C O N D IT IO N .

the west by the inclosure wall which afterwards stands 
in the middle for two hundred yards. The old Alston 
road then turned to the right, but the Roman road 
went on (about half a mile from Burnstones), and pass- No traces, 
ssed through the inclosures and under the present black­
smiths’ shop to the burn, a few yards above the present 
bridge.

I I . F R O M  B U R N S T O N E S  T O  W H I T L E Y  C A S T L E  S T A T I O N , F O U R

M I L E S .

Passes through the west corner of the first field, up a 
steep brow which has been hollowed for the road.

Follows the east side of the wall o f the next field, at 
the end of which is a small descent.

A  pasture ; road begins on the west side of the wall 
which afterwards stands on it— tLe wall ends in an elbow 
about one third of the way through; the rest of the 
pasture very wet, passes close by the south-east corner 
of the pasture.

Crosses a parish road leading to the moors and then 
through a small strip of common land which is being in­
closed, just opposite Tow n Green T oll Bar.

A  meadow field, which it crosses diagonally ; at one 
third of the way, a new cart road is made on it to the 
end.

Another field of which the corner is traversed and 
then the road joins the present turnpike road for a quar­

ter of a mile to a round hill not far from the Knarburn ; 
the present new road here turns to the left, and wind 
round to the right, to the bridge, the Roman road goes on 
the road of 1834 over the top of the brow, and crosses the 
new road on the other side, and descends to the burn a 
few yards eastward of the present bridge.

B y a ford across the burn close by the River Tyne, 
and up the short hill to the left of a large quarry.

No stones.

N o trace now— the 
stones taken up in this 
year (1845.)

Stones visible on the 
sides and in the middle.

No trace.

N o  trace.

Quite visible but much 
impaired lately.

No traces.

N o trace.



C O U R S E .

Through several arable fields and along the brow of 
a natural terrace for one third of a mile to the vil­
lage of Slaggyford, from thirty to forty yards below the 
present road.

Passes close behind the village and down a brow to 
the site of the present road which is the same for half a 
mile to Thomason’s W e ll, close by the Tyne.

Opposite the ford leading to Williamstone, leaves the 
new road, going directly on up the steep hill. This was 
part of a former road of modern days, used by pack 
horses forty or fifty years ago.

Along the brow edge for one hundred and fifty yards, 
then in a straight line for Fartown H ill, a green hill on 
the other side of Thornhope Burn seen prominently over 
a flat piece of ground, from fifty to one hundred yards 
from the new road; the modern horse road took a turn 
still very visible to the right and joined the site of the 
new road, but the Roman road goes straightforward 
through awet meadow.

A  large pasture on the north of Thornhope Burn, a 
full grown tree in the middle of the road, descends at 
the end to the burn which it crosses about one hundred 
yards below the present bridge.

U p  a narrow pathway to the top of the brow, from 
whence is the trace of an old road leading on the left 
to the top of the adjoining conical hill (Lintley H ill), 
which is supposed to have been a station.

Through several wet meadows for upwards of a mile 
to the top of a hill with trees called Fore Knowe, below 
Temple House and opposite Barhaugh Scars, passing 
about one hundred yards below the green high hill, cal- 
led Fartown H ill.

C O N D IT IO N .

N o trace now— the 
stones taken out at vari­

ous parts, a few years 
ago, and particularly two 
or three years ago, in a 

close immediately be­
hind Slaggyford.

N o trace.

Stones gone; but the 
form remains.

No trace— form visi­

ble.

Form  visible.

Fine green line all the 
way with the stones and 
sides complete in most 
parts, except at the end 
and near the burn.

No stones seen.

N o’ traces now except 
at Fore Knowe, where 
there are stones and the 
form of the road.



C OU RSE.

Descends on the west side of a wall and passes 
in a straight line for W hitley Station, through a byer 
and house to a small stream, and then enters the com­

mon.
At the elbow of the wall opposite the peak of H eap- 

law Fell, the road continues under the wall for some 
distance— leaves the common and passes through the 
meadows and across the turnpike road to the house at 
Castle Nook, which stands upon it.

U p  the meadows on the foot path towards the R o­
man station, and on the east of the wall opposite the 
station, its distance is about one hundred and fifty yards 
on the east and inside the w all; it does not, therefore, 
enter the station.

C O N D IT IO N .

Form very visible at 
first, the stones taken re­
cently, but afterwards in­
visible.

Form and stones seen.

N o traces.

Form quite visible—  
and stones still there but 

many taken up.

I I I .  F R O M  W H I T L E Y  C A S T L E  (S T A T IO N ), T O  R O W G I L L  B U R N ,  
E I G H T  M I L E S  A N D  A  H A L F .

Passes through the meadows towards the north-west 
corner of W a n  wood Bent large pasture on the other 
side of Gilderdale burn— on the north-west of and close 
by a house at W hitley, and then enters the common—  
leaves the valley of the Tyne now.

Along the flat part of the common diverging to the 
dge of the brow not far from the inclosure wall.

Steep and long zig zag descent to Gilderdale Burn, 
following well the best parts of the ground, for two 
hundred yards winds by the side of the hill, but still 
steep descent.

Crosses the burn at right angles— two hundred yards 
above the inclosure wall, a mile from the Tyne.

U p  the opposite high banks, in order to gain the ter-

YOL. IV. N

N ot seen— all stones 
taken up.

Very distinct and per­
fect, entire breadth and 
sides complete for two 
or three hundred yards, 
with large stones in the 
middle, twenty one feet 
broad.

Very plain and fine.

No trace.



COURSE. C O N D IT IO N .

race above, winding gently to the left along the side of Form very visible,
the hill, and then by a fine bold sweep turning to the stones mostly gone, but

right and along the top of the brow, diverging to the many laige stones near
le ft : the elbow is about thirty yards from the the turn,

modern but now obsolete road to Alston.

In a fine long gradual ascent of three miles to a pass Indistinct owing to the 
in the mountain range, which intersects Gilderdale wetness of the ground—
Forest, called the Sloat— crossing the corner of W a n - stones and sides seen here
wood Bent pasture for half a mile to the wall, and then and there nearer to the
entering the Gilderdale allotments. wall.

Passes through eight allotments— all more or less The line very clear and 
covered with heath— road in a straight line— the ascent seen almost without in-
greatest in the sixth and seventh allotments— in the last terruption— one or both

allotment it passes close by the site of an old mine of the sides generally pro­
house on the south, and under some mine rubbish— it is minent —  indistinct to-

level here but descends gently to the wall, where it en- wards the end of the
ters the waste part of Gilderdale Forest. eighth allotment, and

where it passes the wall 
— stones probably used 
for the wall.

Turns a little to the left on the west side of a small Quite plain near the

stream for one hundred yards to the Sloat. top of the hill.
Passes through the Sloat which is a small narrow de- Very visible, green and

file of fifty or sixty yards in length, on the top of the hard.
Fell on the west of Park Fell.

Continues through the waste for one mile and a half Very easily traced—

across a moss called Bell’s Moss, slight descent and slight in some soft places lost

winding by the hill side to avoid a greater descent—  but generally very per-

gradually approaches the in closure wall, to which it is feet, especially the sides*
quite close in the allotment next passed through. The structure more easily

seen here than in any 
other part.

An allotment called Scarberry L ot for three quarters Quite visible— green—

of a mile. Follows the wall at three or four yards defaced at the hollow
distance on the west to the elbow of the wall, disappears part, then beautifully
in a hollow part occasioned by the sinking of the lime- green with high raised



C OU RSE.

stone into what are called “  swallow holes” , and which 
plainly appear to have occurred since the time of the 
Romans— then over the hard limestone (great limestone 
bed) to the end— quite flat.

Another allotment adjoining the Alston turnpike 
road on the east— slight bend to the left along the lime­

stone bed, enters the allotment at a point about one 
third of the length of it— close by the wall for a short 
way, then diverges to the wall on the south by a gentle 

descent.
A  pasture— passes the lower part for thirty or forty 

yards, and crosses the present new turnpike road about 
one third of a mile westward from the inn called 
Hartside House.

Another pasture, part of Quarry-house farm, enters 
about twenty yards from the north west corner— crosses 
the upper part and the old Hartside turnpike road, then 

lost in a hollow broken piece of ground for a few yards, 
and then for eighty yards to a narrow plantation about a 
quarter of a mile below the new turnpike road, and eighty 
yards below the old turnpike road.

On leaving the plantation, which is about thirty yards 
broad, enters the common called Glassenby Fell, and de­
scends gently in a fine straight line of more than a mile 
to Rowgill Burn which it crosses one hundred and fifty 
yards below the junction of that burn with Blackcleugh 
Burn.

C O N D ITO N .

sides and between dark 
heath— very perfect to­

wards the end.

Quite plain— green all 
the way with stones at 
the sides and in the mid­
dle.

Line plain but no 
stones, known by the 
greener surface.

Quite green— stones

quite visible and the 
sides.

In fine firm condition, 
green— left side very 
good, occasionally pro­
jecting two feet above the 
grass below— right side 
often seen— drains seen 
at the usual angle covered 
with large stones— very 
perfect, the water still 
flowing through them.

IV . F R O M  R O W G I L L  B U R N  T O  O U S B Y  B E C K  O V E R  M E L M E R -  
B Y  A N D  O U S B Y  F E L L S , S E V E N  M IL E S .

Proceeds up that part of Melmerby Fell, called M el- Quite green, and dis- 
merby R igg, to the south-west and in a straight line tinct from the heathy 
which is seen from a great distance— steep at first, then> parts of the M oor— wet,



CO U R SE.

varies, but ascending for more than a mile, when a flat 
part, a mile in breadth, appears, which it traverses to 
the foot of the next brow.

Turns slightly to the right to face the brow— steep 
but only twenty or thirty yards long— then up a rising 
slope for half a mile to some scattered freestone frag­

ments.

From  the free stones up the hill and over a flat of 
one hundred and fifty yards for half a mile to a point, 
when it turns to the left— in two or three places wind­

ing slightly to the right in a gentle curve.

A long the slope of the hill in gradual rise to the sum­

mit of the fell for half a mile.

A long the summit for quarter of a mile to the edge 
of the other side, which is just opposite a rocky peak of 

laty rock in the vale below, called Musca.

C O N D IT IO N .

with stones at the sides, 
drains perfect. On the 
flat covered with heath 
darker than the rest, 
which serves for a

guide; slight ditches on 
each side and stones on 
the right side.

Indistinct at the brow 
but afterwards very clear 
— at times the whole 
breadth with sides com­
plete.

Green —  with sides 
complete— heath scanty 
— on the flat, stones very 
numerous and cover all 

the road.

Green with large
breadths of stones inter­
vening— left side raised.

T he most perfect of all 
— road raised high, some­

times two or three feet 
at each side, just twenty- 
one feet broad, large 
stones at the sides, two 
or three feet long, by two 
— smaller stones in the 
middle —  several thin 
stones, most perfect just 
at the end of the top for 
one hundred and twenty 
yards, all large stones, al­

most blocks, raised four 
or five feet; see general 
description above.



COU RSE.

Descends from the top in a winding course in the 
form of the letter S for thirty yards then for sixty yards 
down a very steep green slope to an undulating flat, and 
then in a fine line gently down the slope of Ousley Dale 
for a mile and a half towards a hill on Ousley Fell, call­

ed Brownhill on the south of the dale.

On the left of Brownhill about one hundred yards, 
and after a leve Ipart, down a very steep part on the 
south of the hill, and then in a rapid slope to a great 
turn at more than a right angle on the right or north.

A t  this point there are two roads which unite again 
sixty yards below. The one that turns to the right 
winds again to the left to abate the steepness of the des­

cent and joins the other, which comes almost straight 
down an excessively steep ridge, at the head o f a very 
singular gill or cleugh called Ar-gill or Ardale.

B y a very sharp turn to the left for a few yards and 
then to the right down the steep cleugh, which is a nar­
row ravine of about the breadth of the road between 
two hills of rock, the hill on the right being a soft slaty 
cliff, and crumbling very much and filling up the cleugh, 
very steep, about one third of the way down, the steep­

est of the whole line— exceedingly steep but for a few 
yards only— the cleugh about a quarter of a mile long—  
emerging at Ousley Beck which flows from the direction 
o f Crossfell.

c o n d i t i o n .

Very distinct and stony 

at first, then beautifully 
verdant and hard, with 
stones emerging, and se­
veral conduits— right side 
raised.

Very fine— green and 
hard— on slaty rock of 
the great Pennine fault, 
stones covered with grass.

Stones covered with 
grass— the road at the 
North turn hollowed by 
water and much erased 
further on.

Scarcely visible at the 
entrance except by the 
form, and further down 
the fallen rocks have al­

most quite obliterated 

every trace— before com­
ing to the beck it may be 
seen on some hard and 
more level ground, but 
not well.

N ot seen near the Beck.

V. F R O M  O U S L E Y  B E C K  T O  K 1 R K B Y  T H O R E , N I N E  M I L E S ,

N o trace.Crosses Ousley Beck nearly at its junction with a 
small gill and enters

A  large pasture which it traverses for three quarters 
of a mile in a straight line leaving the highest point of 
the pasture and a quarry a little to the left.

First seen at the brow 
of the hill a few yards 
from the beck to the right 
of a broken excavated



COURSE.

Enters an arable field and down a steep slope towards 
*he Bank Farm House which is at the foot of the hill 
It is said to pass under the present back kitchen of the 
house ; supposed to pass through the fields on the north­
west of Kirkland Church and for one mile and a half 
to W ythw aite Pasture.

Enters the high end of this pasture which is now in­
closed and crosses the cart road leading to the fell and 
then enters another pasture called Loaning Pasture.

Passes again for two miles over fields which have 
been ploughed, and crosses Skirwith or Blincarn Beck 
close by, or under the Corn M ill, standing on the north­
east side of Newbiggin Moor.

Enters the larger portion of the moor on crossing the 
brook, and continues towards a long narrow road which 
it passes close by on the north side, and then enters a 
long lane at the end of the moor and is now used with 
little alteration as a public road to within a quarter of 
a mile from the village of Kirkby Thore— A new road 
is now forming (1 8 4 5 ), on the old Roman road for two 
miles from the Corn M ill by which the remains will now 
be defaced.

Is seen for the last time at the brow of the hill on the 
left of the Hall Farm House, passing for half a mile 
through the fields now cultivated, but seen thirty years 
ago before the improvements began. Conducted to the 
station here which is now a large raised green hill in the 
upper part of the village called Burwers or Burrans, a 
common term in Scotland and the North of England for 
a Roman Station.

C O N D IT IO N .

path way, seen distinctly 
all the way by the dark 
green grass, slightly raised 
— stones visible here and 
there.

N o trace.

N o trace.
No trace— all the fields 
have been ploughed.

Seen well for a quarter 
of a mile green and raised 
— stones seen.

Invisible.

Very perfect— the

structure well seen here 
— slight curves in its 
course.

No traces.



Note.— S o m e  d is c u s s io n  l ia s  la te ly  ta k e n  p la c e  r e s p e c t in g  th e  o r ig in  o f  th e  t e r m  “  M a id e n ”  

in  c o n n e c t io n  w it h  th is  o ld  r o a d , in  th e  h o p e  n o t  o n l y  o f  s im p ly  d is c o v e r in g  th e  t r u e  d e r iv a ­

t io n  o f  th e  w o r d , b u t  a lso  th e  p u r p o s e s  a n d  h is t o r y  o f  th e  r o a d  its e lf , I t  h a s  b e e n  s u g g e s te d  

a b o v e ,  th a t  th e  r o a d  m ig h t  b e  c o n n e c t e d  w it h  t h e  w o r k in g  o f  th e  m in e s  in  th e  v i c in i t y  o f  

“S o u t h  T y n e  ; a n d  s in c e  th e  a b o v e  a c c o u n t  w a s  w r it t e n , s e v e r a l  s m e lte d  s la g s  o f  le a d  o r e  

h a v e  b e e n  d is c o v e r e d  a t a  g r e a t  e le v a t io n  o n  M e lm e r b y  F e l l ,  c lo s e  b y  th e  M a id e n  W a y .  

T h e s e  s la g s  a re  c o n s id e r e d  t o  b e  u n d o u b t e d ly  E o m a n , a n d  f r o m  th e  im p e r fe c t  m o d e  o f  

s m e lt in g  t h e n  a d o p te d , a r e  s t i l l  v e r y  r i c h  in  o r e . I t  h a s  b e e n  s u g g e s te d  b y  th e  n o b le  

P r e s id e n t  o f  th e  S o c ie t y ,  th a t  i t  is  a  p r o p e r  s u b je c t  o f  in q u i r y ,  w h e th e r  th is  M a id e n  W a y  

c a n n o t  b e  c o n n e c t e d  w it h  th e  M a id e n  C a s t le s  o n  S ta n e m o o r  a n d  o n  G r in t o n -m o o r  in  S w a le -  

d a le , a ll  o f  w h ic h  a re  n o t  r e m o t e  f r o m  th e  m in in g  fie ld s  o f  th e  p re s e n t  d a y , a n d  w h e th e r  th e  

w o r d  “  M a id e n ”  c a n  w it h  a n y  p r o b a b i l i t y  b e  t r a c e d  f r o m  th e  A r a b i c  w o r d  u  M a i d n , ”  

s ig n i fy in g  a  m in e , l ik e  A lm a d e n ,  in  S p a in , o r  f r o m  a n y  o t h e r  s o u r c e  e v in c in g  th e  e a r ly  

p r e s e n c e  in  th e  N o r t h  o f  E n g la n d  o f  a n  E a s te r n  p e o p le . T h e  w e l l -k n o w n  m in in g  o p e r a t io n s  

o f  th e  P h o e n ic ia n s  in  C o r n w a ll , a n d  th e  lo n g  r e t e n t io n  o f  p r o p e r  n a m e s , r e n d e r  s u c h  a  s u p ­

p o s i t io n  q u ite  w o r t h y  o f  d is c u s s io n . I t  is  u r g e d  th a t  th e  M a id e n  C a stles  m a y  h a v e  b e e n  th e  

fo r t i f ie d  to w n s  o f  th e  m in e r s , a n d  th a t  th e  M a id e n  W a y s  c o n n e c t e d  th e m  w it h  e a c h  o th e r . 

I t  is  ce r ta in , th a t  th e  c a m p  o r  f o r t i f ic a t io n  ca l le d  M a id e n  C a s t le , o n  G r in to n  M o o r ,  is  n o t  

E o m a n  ; a n d  n o  E o m a n  r o a d  is  n e a r . B u t  i t  is  n o t  fa r  f r o m  th e  g r e a t  d i t c h  o r  r a m p a r t  • 

w h ic h  is  s u p p o s e d  to  b e  c o n n e c t e d  w it h  “ th e  D e v i l ’s  D y k e ”  o f  N o r t h u m b e r la n d , th e  o r i g i n -  

o f  w h ic h  is  s t i l l  v e r y  o b s c u r e .  I t  is  s itu a te  in  a  s lig h t  r e c e s s  o f  th e  h i l l  s id e , is  o f  o v a l  f o r m , 

a p p e a r s  t o  h a v e  b e e n  s t r o n g ly  fo r t i f ie d , c h ie f ly  w it h  e a r th e n  w o r k s  ; b u t  i t  c o n ta in s  a  g r e a t  

m a ss  o f  b u r ie d  s to n e , w it h  th e  v i s ib l e  w r e c k s  o f  n a r r o w  s tre e ts  o r  p a ss a g e s  s t i l l  fa c e d  w ith  

sto n e . A b o u t  s e v e n  h u n d r e d  y a r d s  t o  th e  w e s t , th e r e  is  a p p a r e n t ly  a  t u m u lu s  o r  b a r r o w , 

w h ic h  h a s  n e v e r  b e e n  e x a m in e d , a n d  o n  th e  e a s t  is  th e  s u p p o s e d  c o r r e s p o n d in g  s ite  o f  a  

te m p le , A  fo o tp a th  le a d in g  u p  f r o m  th e  v i l la g e  is  s t i l l  c a l le d  M a id e n  W a y .  A l l  th is  d e ­

se r v e s  fu r th e r  in q u ir y .  B u t  th e  M a id e n  W a y ,  p r o p e r ly  s o  c a l le d , c a n n o t  b e  c o n n e c t e d  w it h  

t h e  M a id e n  C a s t le s  o n  G r in to n  o r  S ta n e m o o r . C h r is to p h e r  E id le y ,  in  1 5 7 2 ,  s a y s , in d e e d , 

th a t  th e  r o a d  le a d s  t o  th e  M a id e n  C a s tle  in  S ta n e m o o r , a n d  th a t  t h e r e  w a s  a  t r a d it io n  o f  a  

k in g ’s  d a u g h te r  w h o  l i v e d  th e r e . I t  is  t r u e  th e r e  is  s t i l l  a  ca s t le  th e r e  c a l le d  M a id e n  C a s tle , 

a b o u t  f iv e  m ile s  f r o m  B r o u g h , a n d  e ig h t  m ile s  f r o m  B o w e s , u p o n  th e  m a in  r o a d , w h ic h  w a s  

a lso  a  p r in c ip a l  E o m a n  r o a d — in  fa c t ,  t h e  2 n d  I t e r  o f  A n t o n in u s . T h is  c a s t le  a p p e a r s  to  

h a v e  b e e n  s tr o n g , a n d  o c c u p ie s  a  v e r y  s t r o n g  p o s i t io n  o n  th e  b r o w  o f  th e  h i l l ,  c o m m a n d in g  

th e  p a ss . C a m d e n  s a y s  {Vol. i i i .  1 5 9 )  th a t  th e  c a s t le  w a s  in  L e la n d ’s t im e  o f  p y r a m id a l  

f o r m , a n d  th a t  th e  s to n e s  w e r e  1 8  fe e t  h ig h ,  a n d  6 0  fe e t  in  c o m p a s s . I t  is  said, E o m a n  

m o r t a r s  h a v e  b e e n  fo u n d  h e r e , a n d  th e  f o r t  h a s  b e e n  o ft e n  c o n s id e r e d  t o  b e  E o m a n . B u t  

t h e r e  is  n o  s u ff ic ie n t  e v id e n c e  o f  th is , a n d  in  m a n y  r e s p e c ts  i t  m u c h  r e s e m b le s  th e  o n e  o n  

G r in t o n -m o o r .  B u t  i t  a p p e a r s  t o  h a v e  b e e n  in t e n d e d  e n t ir e ly  t o  d e fe n d  th e  p a ss , a n d  c a n  

h a r d ly  b e  s u p p o s e d  to  h a v e  b e e n  th e  s ite  e ith e r  o f  a  p e r m a n e n t  c a m p  o r  o f  a  t o w n . N o w  

t h e  M a id e n  W a y ,  p r o p e r ly  s o  c a l le d , d o e s  n o t  le a d  d i r e c t ly  to  th is  M a id e n  C a s tle  o n  S ta n e -



m o o r . I t  o n ly  le a d s  t o  t lie  g r e a t  s ta t io n  a t K i r b y  T h o r e ,  w h e r e  i t  e n d s , a n d  w h e r e  it  j o in s  

th e  g r e a t  R o m a n  r o a d  a lr e a d y  m e n t io n e d , a b o u t  t w e n t y  m ile s  f r o m  S ta n e m o o r . T h e r e  is  

th e r e fo r e  n o  d is t in c t  c o n n e c t io n  b e tw e e n  th e  M a id e n  W a y  a n d  t h is  M a id e n  C a s tle . B u t  

th e r e  is  a  d is t in c t  c o n n e c t io n  b e tw e e n  a n o th e r  M a id e n  C a s t le , w h ic h  h a s  lo s t  its  n a m e , a n d  

th is  M a id e n  W a y ,  w h ic h  a p p e a r s  to  b e  c o n c lu s iv e  as t o  th e  o r ig in  o f  th e  te r m . T h e r e  is a  

a  M a id e n  C a s t le  o n  th e  l in e  o f  th e  R o m a n  W a l l ,  a n d  it  is  f r o m  th is  v e r y  f o r t  th a t  th e  M a id e n  

W a y  a c t u a l ly  b e g in s . T h e  R o m a n  s ta t io n  n e a r  G r e e n h e a d , c a l le d  M a g n a  b y  th e  R o m a n s , 

a n d  s u p p o s e d  w it h  ju s t i c e  t o  h a v e  b e e n  o n e  o f  th e  o r ig in a l  fo r t s  o f  A g r i c o l a ,  is  s itu a te  a t a  

s p o t  e x p r e s s ly  d e m a n d in g  a  la r g e  a n d  s tr o n g  fo r t r e s s . T h e  R o m a n  n a m e  c o n f ir m s  th e  e x ­

is t e n c e  o f  s u c h  a  s ta t io n . I t  is  s in g u la r  th a t  th is  s ta t io n , w h ic h  h a s  b e e n  s e le c te d  f o r  its  

g r e a t  n a tu r a l  s t r e u g t h , a n d  w h ic h  w a s  u n d o u b t e d ly  m a d e  e q u a l ly  s t r o n g  b y  a r t , a n d  a lso  th e  

M a id e n  C a s tle  o n  S ta n e m o o r , s h o u ld  b e  s itu a te d  a t th e  two lowest p o in ts  o f  d e p r e s s io n  in  t h e  

g r e a t  c h a in  o f  h i l ls  w h ic h  in te r s e c ts  th e  w h o le  o f  th e  N o r t h  o f  E n g la n d . I t  w a s  n e c e s s a r y  im  

a ll  t im e s  o f  w a r fa r e  to  d e fe n d  th e s e  t w o  m o u n ta in  p a sse s  w it h  m o r e  th a n  o r d in a r y  c a r e . T h e  

R o m a n s  h a d  a t  le a s t  t w o  s t r o n g  s ta t io n s , a b  B o w e s  a n d  B r o u g h .  H e n c e  p r o b a b l y  th e  

M a id e n  C a stles . I n  fa c t , i t  w a s  a t T h ir w a l l ,  c lo s e  b y  G r e e n h e a d , th a t  t r a d it io n  a sse rts  th a t  

th e  W a l l  w a s  a t la s t  “  t h i r le d .”  T h e  R o m a n  s ta t io n  M a g n a  w a s  c a l le d  b y  th e  A n c ie n t  

B r it is h  Gaer-vorran o r  forwyn, f o r t  m a id e n , as a t  th is  d a y , Craig-forwyn, in  D e n b ig h s h ir e ,

• s ig n ifie s  th e  r o c k  o f  th e  M a id e n , a n d  Dol-forwin, th e  M a id e n ’s m e a d o w . T h e r e  is  n o  R o m a n  

o r  B r it is h  n a m e  e x t a n t  f o r  th e  M a id e n  W a y ; b u t  th e r e  is  e v e r y  r e a s o n  t o  b e l ie v e  th a t  i t  w a s  

ca l le d  a fte r  th e  g r e a t  ca s t le  f r o m  w h ic h  it  p r o c e e d e d . I t  h a s  b e e n  m o s t  e r r o n e o u s ly  s u p p o s e d  

b y  H o r s le y ,  th a t  i t  fo r m e d  th e  1 0 t h  Iter o f  A n t o n in u s  ; a n  e r r o r  w h ic h  I  a m  s o r r y  to  see  is  

r e p e a te d  b y  M r . B r u c e  in  h is  A c c o u n t  o f  th e  R o m a n  W a l l .  H o w e v e r  m u c h  th is  Itwr is  d is ­

p u t e d , t h e r e  is  n o  k in d  o f  c la im  f o r  i t  so  fa r  n o r th  as th is  M a id e n  W a y .  T h e  t e r m  m a id e n  

w a s  o f  c o u r s e  im p o r t e d  b y  th e  S a x o n s , u n le s s  t h e y  a d o p te d  th e  E a s t e r n  w o r d  a b o v e  m e n ­

t io n e d , s ig n i fy in g  a  m in e , in  w h ic h  ca s e  th e  s u b s e q u e n t  m o n k is h  t r a n s la t io n , “  via puellarum” 
w o u ld  b e  s im p ly  a  b lu n d e r . B u t  i t  is  d i f f ic u lt  to  c o n c e iv e  th a t  s u c h  a  w o r d  c o u ld  s u r v iv e  

s o  m a n y  r e v o lu t io n s , e v e n  i f  i t  h a d  b e e n  m u c h  m o r e  d i r e c t ly  a s s o c ia te d  w ith  a c tu a l  m in in g  

o p e r a t io n s  th a n  is  s u p p o s e d  ; f o r  i t  is  o n ly  f o r  a b o u t  te n  m ile s  o f  its  w h o le  c o u r s e  th a t  th e  

r o a d  in te r s e c ts  a  m in in g  d is t r ic t . I t  m a y  s a fe ly  b e  s a id , th a t  n o  m in e s  w e r e  w o r k e d  a t a n y  

r e m o t e  p e r io d  in  th e  immediate v i c in i t y  o f  a n y  o f  th e  M a id e n  C a s tle s , e x c e p t  th a t  a t  G r in to n . 

A g a in ,  th e  B r it is h  w o r d  m u s t  b e  s u p p o s e d  to  h a v e  h a d  a n  o r ig in  p r e v io u s  t o  th e  a r r iv a l  o f  

th e  D a n e s  o r  S a x o n s . I t  s e e m s  to  f o l lo w , th a t  th e  d e r iv a t io n  o f  th e  w o r d  m u s t  a t  la s t  b e  

s o u g h t  fo r ,  l ik e  so  m a n y  o th e r s , as Magdeburg a n d  Jungfrau, f r o m  th e  in v io la t e  c h a r a c te r  o f  

th e  sp o ts  so  c a l le d . I n  d a y s  w h e n  s tr o n g  fo r t s  w e r e  n o t  e a s i ly  ta k e n , t h e r e  a p p e a r s  t o  h a v e  

b e e n  a  p o p u la r  d is p o s it io n  to  g iv e  th e  s tr o n g e s t  t h e ir  m a id e n  n a m e . T h e  g r e a t  fo r t  o r  

s ta t io n  a t D o r c h e s t e r  h a s  b e e n  a lw a y s  c a l le d  th e  M a id e n  C a stle  ( Camden, Vol. i . 4 4 ) .  T h e  

s tr o n g  R o m a n  s ta t io n  a t B o w e s  ( V e r t e r is )  w a s  c a l le d , e v e n  so  la te ly  as H o r s l e y ’s t im e , a  

M a id e n  C a stle ,, t h o u g h  i t  h a s  n o w  lo s t  th a t  n a m e . T h e  ca s t le  o f  E d in b u r g h  w a s  a lso  ca l le d  

Castra Puellarum. E v e n  n o w  th e  fo r t r e s s  o f  C o m o r n  e n jo y s  a  s im ila r  t it le  a m o n g  th e  H u n -



g a r ia n s . T h e r e  is  in d e e d  a n o th e r  d e r iv a t io n  w h ic h  w o u ld  b e  s t r ic t ly  in  u n is o n  w ith  th e  g e o ­

g r a p h ic a l  d e s c r ip t io n  o f  th e  r o a d . A c c o r d i n g  to  C a m d e n  (F c Z . i i i .  9 6 ) ,  Mai-dun s ig n ifie s  a  

great ridge: a n d  th e  r o a d  c r o ss e s  th e  g r e a te s t  r id g e  o n  th e  P e n n in e  c h a in . I t  w o u ld  b e  a n  

e x c e l le n t  o r ig in ,  i f  th e r e  w a s  n o t  a  b e t te r . B u t  it  a p p e a r s  to  m e  to  b e  fo u n d  w it h  m o r e  

r e a s o n  in  t h e ,e x p r e s s io n  o f  H o r a c e ,  u Intactce Palladis urbem.”

W .  B .

July 2 8 , 1 8 5 1 .


