
N o. V I I .— A c c o u n t  o f  E x c a v a t i o n s  a t  th e  M i l e  C a s t l e  o f  C a w j i e l d s ,  o n  th e  
R o m a n  W a l l .  B y  J o h n  C l a y t o n , E s q .— C o m m u n i c a t e d  i n  a  L e t t e r  
to  th e  S e c r e t a r i e s .

C h e s t e r s ,  2 4 th  J a n u a r y ,  1848.

S i r s ,

T h e  process o f  clearing away the debris o f  the R om an  W all on the top 
o f  the Cawfields or Cawgap Crags, and o f  the Castellum  or M ile  Castle, 
near Haltwhistle B u m  H ead, betw een the stations o f  B orcov icu s and riEsica, 
has d isclosed  som e R om an  rem ains o f  historical interest.

These rem ains tend to confirm  the con jecture o f  our late lam ented 
friend, and secretary, the R ev. John H odgson , the H istorian o f  N orthum 
berland, that the M urus, popularly called Severus’ W all, was, to som e
extent at least, the work o f  H adrian ; this notion  seem s to have been
entertained in  the tim e o f  H orsley , but to  have been  exp loded , for 
the tim e, on  the authority o f  that learned antiquarian, w ho, in the E ighth 
Chapter o f  the First B ook  o f  his B r i t a n n i a  R o m a n a ,  after m entioning such 
to have been the opinion  o f  som e “  for whose ju d gem en t he had great
regard,” proceeds with his usual terseness o f  expression, and sagacity
o f  reasoning, to  state the grounds on  which he h im self had arrived at a 
contrary con clu sion — i f  the m aterials for  form ing a ju d gm en t which we now 
possess had been  before him , he w ould  probably have been  induced to hold  
a different opin ion, and to side with our late ingenious fe llow  antiquary, 
Mr. H odgson .



T h e evidence on which M r. H od g son  founds his con jecture is detailed 
in the last published volu m e 
o f  his H i s t o r y  o f  N o r t h u m b e r 
l a n d ,  and consists o f  the In 
scription preserved in your 
C ollection  o f  R om an  A n tiqu i
ties, found in the foundations 
o f  the Castellum , near the H o t- 
bank farm -house, at the open 
ing  in  the precip ice  at the foo t 
o f  the Crag Lake, ca lled  the 
M ilk in g-gap , between the stations o f  B orcovicu s and iE s ic a ; and o f  a 
fragm ent o f  a similar inscription preserved in the C ollection  o f  Antiquities 
at Durham , said to have been discovered in the beginning o f  the last 
century, in a M ile Castle in the same neigh bou rh ood . This fragm ent is 
noticed both  b y  G oi'don and H orsley , though  neither were able to  read it 
properly, fo r  want o f  the whole o f  the letters, since supplied  by  the d is
covery , in the year 1831, o f  the rem aining fragm ent o f  the stone at Bradley, 
near to B orcovicus, where it had been built up in the wall o f  a farm -house.

The S econd  L eg ion  [ L e g i o  S e c u n d a  A u g u s t a ] was em ployed , without 
any question, on the work o f  Hadrian, and these tw o stones bearing the 
nam es o f  the S econd  L egion , o f  the E m peror Hadrian, and o f  A ulus 
Platorius N epos his legate in Britain, and found in two o f  the Castella or 
M illiary Turrets, which are evidently contem poraneous with, and form  part 
o f  the M urus ascribed to Severus, seem  to afford strong reason for believing 
that Hadrian was the author o f  both.

Such  is the reasoning o f  M r. H o d g s o n ; and I  w ill now  proceed  to 
describe to you  the recent discoveries w hich appear to 
m e to justify  his reasoning, and support his conclusion .
A m on gst the debris in the interior o f  the M ile  Castle near 
Haltwhistle B u m  head, to  which I  have alluded, between 
the Stations o f  B orcov icu s and riEsica, and about a m ile 
to the east o f  the latter station, was dug up, during the 
last sum m er, the fragm ent o f  a stone bearing the same



inscription as the two above described—-another effort o f  the S econ d  L eg ion  
to  perpetuate its nam e, and those o f  H adrian its E m peror, and Aulus P la -  
torius N epos his legate.

T h ere  is m ore left o f  this M ile Castle than o f  any other on the line o f  the 
W a l l ; the m asonry o f  the Castle and o f  the W all (usually  styled o f  S everus) 
are o f  the sam e character, and the Castle and the W all h ave evidently been  
built sim ultaneously, the W all form in g the northern side o f  the Castle—  
and i f  Hadrian built the Castle, he m ust necessarily have also built 
the W all.

A m on gst the stones which have fallen from  
the M urus on  the top o f  the Caw fields’ Crag, 
about one hundred and fifty yards east o f  this 
M ile Castle, there has been  taken up a M ural 
Tablet, which has been in the face o f  the W all 
ascribed to Severus.

T h e m otions and em ploym ents o f  the Tw entieth L eg ion  { L e g i o  v i c e s i m a  
v a l e n s  v i c t r i x ) ,  the historians o f  the R om an  transactions in Britain are 
agreed, were for  the m ost part the sam e as those o f  the L e g i o  S e c u n d a  
A v g u s t a ,  both  those L eg ion s were present with A grico la  at the battle with 
G algacus and the Caledonians, at the foot o f  the Gram pian H ills, in the 
year o f  Christ 8 4 , and they both  were concerned  in  the work o f  H ad rian ; 
but the Tw entieth L eg ion  took  n o  part in  the work o f  Severus, and “ am ong 
all the Centurial Inscriptions (says H o rs le y ) on the face o f  that 
W a ll, not one o f  this L eg ion , or o f  any C ohort belon gin g  to it has 
been  fou n d .”

A ssum ing it to  be established that the Tw entieth L eg ion  was not 
em ployed  in Severus’ w ork , whilst it is clear that it bore a part in 
the w ork o f  H adrian, we have in this M ural T ablet another p iece o f  
evidence tending to  the con clu sion , that this part o f  the W all, com m on ly  
ascribed to Severus, was originally  built b y  Hadrian. T h e M urus (th e  
m ost northern o f  the d efen ces) is here on the top  o f  a precip ice  facing to 
the north, the ground slopes rapidly to  the south, and the V allum  usually 
ca lled  H adrian ’s V allu m , is at the foo t o f  the descent in  the valley be low , 
and three hundred yards at least distant from  the M u ru s ; so that there 
can  have been no adm ixture o f  the m aterial o f  the two works.



In  addition to these evidences, there has been  lately dug up near the 
eastern gateway o f  the Station o f  iE sica , from  which Hadrian’s V allum  
is distant upwards o f  a quarter o f  a m ile, a large M ural T ablet bearing 
the follow in g inscription :—

IMP. CjES. t r a in , h a d r ia  
NO AVG. P.P.

T he nature o f  the ground, too , for the w hole distance betw een the sta
tions o f  B orcov icu s and iE sica , assists m aterially the proposition  for 
w hich I  have been contending. T he W all betw een those two stations, a 
distance o f  about six m iles, is built on the brink o f  precip ices facing to 
the n o rth ; from  its position, it m ust have been  com posed  m ore o f  stone 
than o f  earth, and have ju stified  the term  ‘ M u r u s '  applied b y  the h is
torian Spartian to  the work o f  Hadrian. T h e  W all (th e  m ost northern 
o f  the defences), occupies the crest o f  the h i l l ; the ground slopes down to 
the s o u th ; and the V allum  o f  Hadrian (usually  so ca lled ) is at the foot o f  
the slope, and so com plete ly  com m anded  b y  the rising ground to the north, 
as to  be useless as a position  o f  defence against an invader from  the 
n o r th ; it is at a considerable distance from  the M urus, and has probably 
(a s  suggested  by M r. H o d g so n ) been  used as a ram part for  the inclosure 
within lines o f  defence o f  lands affording forage for  the R om an  cavalry.

A ll this evidence seem s to lead  irresistibly to  the conclusion , that b e 
tween the Stations o f  B orcov icu s and riEsica at least, the W all o f  Hadrian 
has been the m ost northern o f  the lines o f  fortification, and has occu p ied  
the site o f  the W all ascribed to  Severus.

I f  this conclusion  be  a right one, Severus m ust, on this part o f  the 
line, have been  content with repairing the work o f  Hadrian. T h e S econ d  
L egion  and the Sixth  ( L e g i o  S e x t a  V i c t r i x )  were the L egions em ployed  
on  the work o f  S ev eru s ; o f  the labours o f  the Sixth L egion  in the same 
locality, I  have m yse lf m et with a record . In  riding over Haltwhistle Fell, 
before its enclosure in the sum m er o f  1844, I  cam e upon som e w orkm en 
em ployed  in re -op en in g  an o ld  q u a rry ; they told  m e they had m et with 
a ‘ written stone.’ I  dism ounted from  m y horse, and clim bed  the



face o f  the rock , where I  found inscribed in letters very clear and fresh,

LEG. VI. v .

F rom  its position on  a wide waste, far rem oved  from  any abode o f  man, 
but in the im m ediate vicinity o f  the R om an  Barriers, this quarry cou ld  not 
possibly have been  used for  any other purpose than for the supply o f  
stones for  them , and from  the freshness o f  the letters o f  the inscription, 
m ust have been filled  up with earth so soon  as the R om an  sold iers 
ceased to  use it. T h e  w orkm en prom ised  to spare the written r o c k ; 
but the next tim e I  rode that way, it had been shivered to  atoms.

A m on gst the ruins o f  the M urus, in the vicin ity o f  the M ile Castle at 
H altwhistle B u m  head, have been found centurial stones, bearing the fo l 
low ing nam es o f  R om an officers, but w ithout any addition to  denote to 
what portion  o f  the R om an  forces they be lon ged , viz. ru fu s  sabin u s , 
ciE ciLius monus, and tu lliu s  Va l e r iu s , and within the walls o f  the 
Castle, two Sepulchral Stones, (p roba b ly  rem oved  from  the neighbouring 
burial ground o f  the Station o f  iE s ica ) which, after answering their orig in 
al purpose o f  m onum ents to the dead, have been  applied, it w ould seem  
b y  R om an  hands, to the ob jects  o f  the liv ing, in the interior o f  the 
b u ild in g ; from  one o f  them  the inscription is entirely e ffa ce d ; on the 
other the fo llow in g letters rem ain leg ib le—

D. M.
DAGUALD. MIL . . . .
PAN . VIXIT AN . . .
PUSINNA.....................
. X. T IT U L ...............

from  which we co llect, that the m em ory o f  D agualdus, a Pannonian soldier, 
has been  thus preserved b y  the affection o f  Pusinna his wife. T h e  fourth 
line evidently concludes with the expression “ titulum  posuit,” n ot unusual 
on m onum ental s to n e s ; the effaced letters on the three preceding lines 
are obvious. There were also found within the walls o f  this Castellum 
a Fibula o f  Brass, som e large Glass Beads o f  som ew hat singular 
appearance, the B oss o f  a Shield  o f  B ronze, som e Javelin H eads, and two



Silver C oins, the one o f  Vespasian and the other o f  M arcus A urelius  

Antoninus.

A ll the rem ains which I  have described have been safely deposited in 

the C ollection  o f  E om an  Antiquities here ; and I will take care that the 

ruins o f  this M ile  Castle, and o f  the M urus on the Caw field C rags, shall 

be carefully preserved in their present state.

I am , etc.,

J O H N  C L A Y T O N .

Note.— ‘ S in c e  th e  d a te  o f  th e  a b o v e  c o m m u n ic a t io n , th e  r e m a in s  o f  th e  M ile  C a stle  r e fe r r e d  

to  h a v e  b e e n  c o m p le t e ly  d is in te r r e d , a n d  a  m a s s iv e  g a t e w a y  h a s  b e e n  fo u n d  in  th e  M u r u s  

( S e v e r u s 7 W a l l ) ,  f o r m in g  th e  n o r th e r n  w a ll  o f  th e  C a s te llu m . T h is  g a te w a y  o p e n s  o n  th e  

p r e c ip ic e  fa c in g  to  th e  n o r th , a n d  y e t  th e r e  is  s p a ce  e n o u g h  b e tw e e n  th e  g a t e w a y  a n d  th e  

e d g e  o f  th e  p r e c ip ic e  to  a d m it  o f  o f  th e  p a ss a g e  o f  t r o o p s . T h e r e  is  a s im ila r  g a te w a y , o r  

e n tr a n c e , in to  th e  C a s te llu m  o n  th e  s o u th  s id e .


