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Tur Newcastle Society of Antiquaries has now completed the eighth
decade of its existence. Though it has to lament the loss of many
valued members by death during the past year, their places, as far.as
numbers go, have been more than filled by fresh accessions to its muster
roll, which now numbers nearly 350 honorary and ordinary members.

The past year has been memorable to, the antiquaries of our
coimty for the publication of the first volume of the new County
Hlstmy of Northumberland, containing the history of Bamburgh

.and Belford. The editor, or rather author, Mr. Edward Bateson,
has fulfilled his task in a manner which has earned the applause of the
least indulgent critics. It is earnestly to be hoped that the eleven
remaining volumes may maintain the same high level which has been
reached by the first.

In connection with this subject we desire to point out to our
members the valuable work which may be done by them individually
in connection with the several parishes in which they reside. | Some
important papers on parochial history have been read at our meetmgs
during the past year. It is very desirable that steps should be taken
to print the early Parish Registers of the two northern counties. In
some_ districts, as we are informed, these are being published in the
successive numbers of the Parish Magazines, an admirable plan, and
one which will give a permanent value to publications otherwise of
ephemeral interest. If efforts of this kind are continued, the labours
of the county historian of the future will be greatly lightened. -

It is also to be desired that the attention of otr local antiquaries
should be called to the propriety of publishing without further delay
an archaeological map of the two counties of Northumberland and
“Durham. This has been done .for the counties of Kent, Hertford,
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Cumberland, Westmoreland, and Lancashire north of the Sands,
Surrey, and Lancashire, under the auspices of the London Society of
Antiquaries. It is eminently desirable that our own district, so rich
in remains of pre-historic and historic anthulty, should not remain
without a similar record.

One of the most interesting events-of the past year, from an
antiquarian point of view, has been the visit -to our district of
General von Sarwey, a member of the commission appointed by the
Imperial Government of Germany to examine and report upon the
Limes Imperii in Germany. The general has rightly felt that a com-
parison with similar works of the Romans in Britain would greatly
aid him in his researches, and he has therefore visited both the
Roman Wall in Northumberland and Cumberland and the Wall of
Antoninus between the firths of Forth and Clyde. On both journeys
he was accompanied by a distinguished band of Oxford archaeologists,
Messrs. Pelham, Mowat, Hogarth, and Haverfield. All these gentle-
men, while recognising the careful and patient study which has been
already given to the Roman Wall, especially by our late venerated
vice-president, Dr. Bruce, are earnest in their recommendations thab
‘more should yet be done, and that the spade, that gfeab revealer of
archaeological truths, should be more efficiently wielded. The history
of Roman Britain has yet to be written, and for that history we must
in large measure depend on what we can find in the ground beneath
our feet. The literary historians of the empire, little interested in the
fortunes of our obscure, forest-covered island, have left large spaces in
our annals utterly blank. We are under inestimable obligations to
Tacitus, to Dion Cassius, to the writers of the Augustan History, for
what they have told us, but their recitals and the precious chapters
relating to Britain in the Notitia Imperii do little more than excite
our curiosity, and suggest all sorts of problems which they do mot
solve. For the solution of these problems we must depend on the.
inscribed stones which it was the habit of the Roman legionary to
leave behind him wherever he was quartered. Much light has already
been derived from these sources, but undoubtedly much more yet
remains undisclosed. The history of these early centuries of our
country still remains to a large extent underground. Shall not we
bear our part in brmgmg it forth to the day? . .
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’

" The following is the

REPORT OF THE TREASURER

for the year ending 31st December, 1893 :—

The number of ordinary members at, the end of 1893 was 321.
The additions during the -year have amounted to 29, and the losses
from death and other causes to 23.

The total income from revenue has been £486 17s., and the
expenditure £455 5s. 6d., leaving a balance on the year of £31 11s. 7d.

The balance of revenue account carried forward to 1894 is
£217 11s. 6d., and the capital account shows a balance of £45 18s. 3d.,
of which £42 18s. 5d. is invested in the 23 per cent. Consols, the
- remainder being deposited in the Post Office Savings Bank.

' The receipts from members’ subscriptions have been £320 5s.,
three guineas more than last year.

The receipts from the Castle and Black Gate have fallen off con-
siderably as compared with previous years, in sympathy with the
general dulness of trade. The total received from admissions being
£115 9s. 7d., against £135 1s. 1d. in 1892. The expenditure, how-
‘ever, is somewhat less, so that there iy a credit balance upon the two
places of £2 11s. 6d. : '

The printing of the Archaeolvgm Aeliona has cost £97 9s. 10d.,
against £121 11s. lasb year, and the Proceedings £39 18s. 6d., against
£31 0s. 6d. There has been a shght increase of £7 under the head
of illustrations.

The purchase and the sale of books have nearly balanced each.
other, the purchases. having amounbed to £50 3s. 7d., and the sales
to £51 2s. 5d. .

The number of life membels remains at three as plev1ously

SHERITON HoLMEs,
Hon. Treasurer.
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Sheriton Holmes, Treasurer, in Account with the Society of A%tzgmmes
of Newcastle-upon- Tyne.

STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS ¥OR THE YEAR ENDING
DrcemBER 31, 1893,

Receipts. Expenditure.

£ s d £ =& d
Balance on January 1st, 1893 ... .. 18519 11
Members’ Subseriptions ... .. 320 5 0
Castle ... 9618 6 801911
Black Gate .. 1811 1 3118 2
Museum ... .. e e e e e 014 4
Books /..~ . 51 2 5 5 37
Archaeologia Aelmna (prmtmg) e e . .97 910
Proceedings (do.)’ 3918 6
Illustrations i . 48 6 10
Sundries ... - 6514 3
Secretary (clerical a.smstfmce) 40 0 O
Balance - ... 217 11 6

.

. £672 16 11  £672 16 11

Capital #ccount, £ s d

Invested in 2§ per cent. Consols . 4218 5
Dividends and Ba.lance, December, 1893, as per Pau Book . 219 10
£4518 3
Audited and certified.
) J. A, DrIxon.
23rd January, 1894. R. W. Sisson.

Betails of Receipts and Erpenditure,

CASTLE— £ s d.
Warder’s Salary ' 65 0 0
Rent ... 0 2 6
Income Tax 1 7 6
Water ... 0 6 0
Gas 214 4
Book Closet 970
Repairs ... - 017 10
Coal Fu‘ewood &e. 1 49

: ' ’ £80 19 11
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BrLACK GATE— £ s
Attendant’s Salary T 2016 ©
Rent ... 1 00
Income Tax ) 1 2 6
‘Water ... 1 00
Gas 1 411
Insurance 3 2 6
Repairs ... . 2 8 2
Miscellaneous ... 1 41

£31 18 2

MuseuM— £ s d
An old Watch... 07 6
Fire Office Plate 0110
Boars’ Tusks 0 0 6
Casts 020
Carriage of Stones 0 3 4

£014 4

Boors BovegHT— £ s d.
Survey of Debatable Lands .. 110
Monwmental Effigies ... 360
Antiquary and Reliquary 014 0
Transactions, Cornwall Institute 030
Year-book of Societies . 1 4 6
Memorials of the Marquis of Montfrose 110 O
Cartularium Sawonicum 040
Antike Denkmdéler, ete. o 214 0
Testamenta Carleolensia . 01010
Tomlinson, Historic Notes on G’ulleronats 0 7 6
Nonarwn Inquisttiones . 0 76
Bourne’s Whickham Parish.. 030
Binding, Waters . £27 4 3

Do. Reid ... 376
<o B —_— 3011 9
Preparing Library Catalogue w76 6
‘ £50 3 7

SUNDRIES— £ s d
Cheque Book 050
Gibson, J. P., for Excavations ab Mucklebank Turret . . 2 20
Subscription—Harleian Society ... 110

Do. Surtees do. . 110
Income Tax ... 070
Reid, for General Prmtmg .. 11 9 5
Nlcholson, do. . .. 3 2 0

" Gibson’s Po:tage and Ga.rna.ge . 51811
Secretary’s Postage, &c. ... .. 1112 3
Treasurer’s do. - .. 115 8
65 14 3



