
common drinking trough for cattle on the road a little below Branxton 
church. Surveying this part of the battle-field (some two miles away 
from the sham Sybil's well) we find that all comes together beautifully, 
just as Sir Walter imagined it. Here, about two hundred yards from 
the drinking trough,' is the little hill on which Lady Clare was 
stationed ’to view the battle, and from which, had the Scots been 
victorious, she would have had a clear line of escape to Berwick. 
Through the little valley below this hill Marmion’s reinless steed 
came rushing from the fight at Piper’s Hill. In that valley runs the 
stream which was so stained with the blood of battle that Clare could 
not offer it to Marmion ; and so we come back to the little well by 
the roadside, from which she drew the cooling draught for :her dying 
enemy.

II.— M ID D LETO N  ST. GEORGE : CROSS IN  TH E  GARDEN  
A T TH E  LOW  H ALL.

B y  th e ' R ey . J. T. F o w le r ,  M .A., F.S.A.

[Read on the 25th May, 1892.]

In  the garden at the Low Hall, Middleton St. George, is the principal 
portion of a fine sculptured cross of close-grained red sandstone, set 
up with the lower end of the shaft in the earth. Its present height 
above the ground is three feet ten inches, and it is just three feet 
across the transverse part. The design is that of a large quatrefoil 
with four short and spreading arms, set upon a shaft oblong in 
section, with deeply cut roll and hollow mouldings on the sides. The 
upper arm is broken off. In the quatrefoil, on what is now the north 
side, is a representation of Christ on the cross, with SS.. Mary and 
John, the former on his right hand and the latter on his left. The 
central figure has the cruciferous nimbus, and the head bowed to the 
right. There is apparently an indication of the wound in the right 
side. The waist-cloth is bound round the loins, and extends down to 
the knees. The feet have been represented as nailed on separately, 
but are broken off. Above the arms are traces of something, pro
bably the moon on the right and the sun on the left, and in the



vacant*spaces outside SS. Mary and John are indications,- possibly'bf' 
stars.* St. Mary is represented with a long flowing hood overher 
hair, and her hands are clasped on her breast.- St. John’s: right hand' 
is elevated. In the lowest arm is a1 kneeling figure, apparently that 
of a man in* monastic habit with hands- raised, much resembling 
figures often seen in seals. The other arms are occupied by simple 
biit effective1 thirteenth century foliage,* and the same' is continued1 on 
either side of the kneeling figure.*

On the other, now the south side of the cross,-is'a' representation 
of our Lord seated in majesty, with cruciferous nimbus, and his right 
hand raised in* blessing, with the two: first- fingers extended and the 
thumb and’ the: other fingers bent over. The' left hand has-perished; 
No indications of wounds can now be seen. The robe is flowing; and- 
girded round the waist; the feet are exposed. In the vacant spaces 
within the quatrefoil are two of the evangelistic symbols— the winged 
ox for St. Luke, with a label not now showing any letters, on the 
lefty and om the right the winged man for St. Matthew, holding 
something very unusual in the case of the symbolical figure. With  
his right hand he holds before him a large object in the form of a 
bottle with a round-foot, but probably meant for a money-bag. The 
bent part of the left wing projects in front of his face, most of which 
has perished. The winged lion of St. Mark'occupies the lowest arm, 
outside the quatrefoil; and the eagle of St‘. John has, of course, been1 
in the upper arm. The four arms are decorated with foliage similar 
to that on the other side. The outside of the quatrefoil and the ends 
of. the arms' are quite plain. The character of the figures, foliage, 
and mouldings, as well,as the general design, appear .to, indicate a 
date of some time in the earlier half of the thirteenth century. The 
stone has begun’ to split from the action of the weather, and will be 
all to pieces in a few more .years unless it be put under cover.
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