REPORT

OF

ThHe Socicty nf,{%ntiqua‘ries

NEWOASTLE-UPON-TYNE.
" ANNUAL MEETING, M.DCOCC.

Our last annmal report contained the announcement that the
society had held its meetings for fifty years within the walls of the
tower of the castle of Newcastle-upon-Tyne, and suggested a suitable
commemoration of the event. This was fittingly celebrated on the
first of August last, and the occasion was not only memorable in
itself, but was made especially interesting by the presence, for the
first time as our president, of his Grace the Duke of Northumber-
land, K.G. The pleasure manifested throughout, and the successful
character of the gathering were largely due to the interesting presi-
dential address and to the cordiality which characterized the conduct
of the proceedings following it. These included a technical descrip-
tion of the structure by our vice-president, Mr. Bates.

In*addition to the regular monthly meetings of the society, a
successful series .of out-door meetings has been held. They have
included visits to (1) Croft, Hurworth, Sockburn, Dinsdale, and
Middleton ; (2) Rothbury, Alnham, and Whittingbam ; (3) Stam-
fordham, Belsay, Whalton, and Ponteland ; besides afternoon meetings
-at (1) Jarrow and Bouth Shields; (2) Hirst, Woodbhorn, and New-
biggin ; and (3) the armoury at Southdene Tower. Members present
were further indebted to the excellent leadership and instructive
papers contributed by Dr. Eastwood, Mr. D. D. Dixon, the Rev. John
Walker, Mr. W. W. Tomlinson, and Mr. R. C. Clephan.

The issue of Archaeologin Aeliane during the year comprises an
‘éntire volume of 854* pages of text. Itscontents embrace (1) an illus-
trated catalogue of the recent exhibition of Newcastle plate, enhanced
by an explanatory introduction from the pen of Mr. Thomas Taylor

¥ xxxiv, and 820 (including index).
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and Mr. L. W. Adamson ; (2) Mr. Hodgkin’s striking reading of the
Caervoran inscription ; (3) the Rev. H. E. Savage’s elucidation of the
early history of Northumbria; (4) a description of Doddington bastle-
house by Mr. W. H. Knowles ; (5) a biography of the Rev. E. H.
Adamson by our vice-president, Mr. Richard Welford ; and (6) the
three important papers bearing upon local history in the period of
the Civil War by Mr. C. 8. Terry. The publication carries the new
series of the Archacologia Aeliana to its twenty-first volume. .

The society’s publications include 186 pages of Proceedings, with a
further issue of such sheets of Elsdon parish register as were already

., in type at the beginning of the year. The visitors’ Guide to the Castle

and Black Gate has also been issued, and has met with a gratifying

. success, about one-half of the edition having already been sold.

The publications by individual members possess a noteworthy
interest. in the past year. They include the second and concluding
volume of the Records of the ‘Me{chant Adventurers of Newcastle-upon-
Tyne, edited by Mr. F. W. Dendy for the Surtees Society; the
extracted records and the scholarly introduction appeal to the local
historian and genealogist, and not to them only, -for the student of
our merchant guilds and trading systems will find these volumes

- indispensable to his pursuit. Mr. J. Crawford .Hodgson has com-

pleted the fifth volume of the Northumberland County History. The
fact that Warkworth is the centre of the district dealt with jn this
section of the work is of itself sufficient to arouse the keenest interest.
Such high anticipation has been more than realized in the indefatigable
and excellent work of its editor, who is to be congratulated upon the
progress made in this great undertaking. In the description of Wark-
worth castle, Mr. Bates has been able to supplement the account which
he had already given to us in Border Holds by interesting details from
the Percy archives. Mr. Hodgkin, too, has completed his Italy and
Her Invaders. The eight volumes of this work represent the arduous
labour of its author extended over a period of nearly a quarter of a
century, and, notwithstanding this protracted strain, the effort has
been sustained to the end with unflagging vigour and vivid interest.
The acclamation with which Mr. Hodgkin has been welcomed to a

.place in the front rank of living historians is a tribute to which the

members of your council join their hearty congratulations,
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It is with deep regret that your council has received an intimation
from the treasurér'of the society that it is his intention to resign his
post in consequence of ill health. Of Mr. Sheriton Holmes’s services it
is impossible to speak too highly. They have extended over ten years,
during which he has devoted unceasing attention to the administra-
tion of the finances of the society. On his accession to the office, the
method of account-keeping was of a primitive character, and he
not only reorganized this, but made his annual statements models of
lucidity and accuracy. It is our earnest hope that the well-earned
rest may bring alleviation by which the presence and prompting.of

- our honoured vice-president may long be spared to us. In this connex-
ion the council has received a letter from Mr, Holmes containing some
valuable suggestions for the future working of the treasurer’s office.
The letter itself will appear, in the usual course, in the Proceedings,
but it may be mentioned that Mr. Holmes has introduced the following
improvements in the society’s book-keeping :—(1) A book containing
the list of the members complete to date, with the payments columned
and dated so that it may be seen at a glance what members have paid,
for what year and at what date; (2) a register of the deliveries by Mr.
Gibson of the parts of the Archaeologia Aeliana ; (8) a record of our
stock of publications ; and (4) the issue to the members of printed
slips soliciting payment of the subscriptions through their bankers.

The following is the ' '

TREASURER'S REPORT, WITH BALANCE SHEET
to 31st December, 1899, presented to us :—
“The number of members is now 350, the losses during the year
having been 18 and the gains 14. The number of life members is
four, including Mr. Bertram Savile Ogle, who has paid his coniposition
of twelve guineas for the same. This sum has been paid into the
Post Office Savings Bank to the credit of the capital account, in
accordance with the council’s order of the year 1890 to that effect.
- The total revenue for the year has been £538 15s. 9d., and the

expenditire £552 7s. 4d., showing an expenditure over the receipts of
£13 11s. 7d. This condition of accounts seems to have become of a
normal character, for with one exception the expenses have overrun
the receipts every year since 1898, and the total sum so over expended

in that time is £219 18s. 4d. )
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. -The book balance at the present time shows on the debtor side
£550 2s. 0d. and on the creditor £552 7s. 4d., so that instead of
being, as in former years, in possession of good balances ab the year’s
end, we now stand indebted to the bank for £2 5s. 4d.
) The Castle receipts have been £120 8s. 1d., about £10 more than
last year, but the expenses show an increase of about the same sum.
The Black Gate receipts have been £25 5s. 11d., about 20s. more
than last year, but there has been considerably less expended upon
it, so that taking the two places together there is a balance to the
good of £26 16s. 5d. :
~ The printing of the Archascologia Aeliana has cost £141 14s. 6d.
This is £41 14s. 6d. over the amount allotted. for it by the council,
and there is also an over expenditure on the Proceedings of £20. The
item for illustrations is, however, considerably less.

The item of sundries, £116 12s. 10d., includes the cost of the
conversazione held in the Castle on the first of August last, viz.,
£20 6s. 5d., on account of which there was received only £8 4s. 6d.
from the sale of tickets. Also there is an item of £14 11s. 9d., the
cost of the overprints of the Plate Catalogue for distribution to
exhibitors. The printing of the Castle and Black Gate Guide cost
£11 158, 0d. These have had a ready sale, 500 of the 1,000 printed
having been sold during the past nine months,

Another edition of this work will probably become necessary, in
which case the charge for it should be raised to 6d., as the 4d. now
charged does not quite meet the cost. The price was kept small so as
to induce a ready sale, and by that means bring the Black Gate more
. into public notice. As yet, however, the receipts for entrance do not
appear to have responded to it.”

- Sheriton Holmes, treasurer, in' account with the Society of Antiquaries
of Newcastle-upon-Tyne.

S'I‘A’I‘EMENT OF RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURE FOR THE YEAR ENDING .
DecEMBER 31sT, 1899.

Receipts. . Expendxture.
. £ s d, £ s d.

Balance on January lst, 1899 ... . ... 11 6 3

* Members’ Subscriptions ... e . 35214 0
Books . 32 8 3 30 8 7

Carried forward ... £396 8 6 30 8 7
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) ‘ Brought forward ...£396 8 6 £30 8
Castle .. 120 3 1 - 81 4
Black Gate .. 25 511 37 71
Archaeologio Aeliana ... e e 141 14
Proceedings 5 7
Illustrations . 280
Museum ... e 212,
Sundries ... 95 5
Conversazione ... v e e . 8 4 6 20 6
Secretary (clerical assxstance) 40 0
Balance ... 2 5 4

N £552 7 4 £552 7 4
Capital Fccount. £ s d. £ 8. d.
1899, Dccember 31,  Invested in Consois ... .. 4218 5
Dividends and Interest .. 2311 0
. _— 65 9 5
£65 9 5
Examined with the Vouchers and found correct,,
HEerBERT M. WoOD,
Jorx M, WiNTER & Sons,
Chartered Accountants.
13th Januwary, 1900,
‘Betails of Egpenbttute. ' .
CASTLE — .. £.s d. | BLACKE GATE— £ s d
Salaries ... 65.16 0 Salaries .. 2112 0
Insurance ... 0.7 6 Insurance 215 0
Rent .. 0 26 Rent ... 1 00
Water Rate ... 0.6 0 Water Rate ... 1 000
Gas . 018 8 Gas - ... 115 2
Repairs e e 716 2 Repairs 8 9-9
Book Closet ... 218 0. Coal 016 0
Income Tax ... 05 4 e
Sundries :  Brushes, £37. 711
Candles, etc. 018 3 _—
Coal 116 3
£81 4 8
Boogs BOUGHT—
Subscriptions to Societies-— £ s d £ s. d
Surtees Society . 1.1 0
Harleian Society . ... 110
Parish Register Society ... ; ... 110
North, and Durham Parish Register Soclety .. 010 6 515 6
Oxford English Dictionary and Enghsh Dialect Dxctxonaty 5 2 7
Amateur Antzquowy .- 050
O'amrieol forward " 712 1
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Brought forward
Ephemeris Bpigraphica (vol. viii. pt 3)
‘Roman Ribchester . ...
Laing’s Calendar... '
Feudal Aids (vol. i.)
Antiquary eV
Imperial German Archaeologlcal Soclety S year book
Year-book of Societies
Gardener’s Armour .
Bateson’s Records of Lezcester
Hodgkin’s Walls of Rome
Catalogue of Sculptured Stones in Durham C’azheoh"al Inbrowy
Atkinson, Memorials of Old Whitby ..
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Calendar of State Papers—Chas. 1. (vols xvil,—xviii, ) 1 10 0
Do, do. Cromwell (vols. viii.-xi.) 38 0 0
Do. do. . William IIL (vol. ii.) ... 015 O
Do. do. Geo. IIL (vols, ii. andiii.) 110 0
Home Office Papers ... .. 015 0
_ — 7100
Binding ... .. .. o e e 710 10
£30 8 7
SUNDRIES— - £ s d.
A. Reid & Co., for sundries ... 6 14 10
. G. Nicholson, for general printing 2 9 6
. Dotchin, for sundries ... . 0 6 4
Postage and carriage of pa.rcels v e 10 010
Secretary’s out of pocket expenses ... 15 8 8
Treasurer’s do. do. . 310
 Brass Plate for the Woodman Case ... ‘s “ 110 6
Aesica Fxcavatlon—rent to tenant (for two yeats) . 2 20
Cheque book e S 050
Catalogue of Silver Plate for dlstnbutwn to exhlbltors 1411 9
. Simpson, printing Guide Book to Castle and Black Gate ... 1115 0
£95 5 5
Expenditure attendant upon the Conversazione held in the
Castle on 1st August, 1899 :— £ s d
Pumphrey, for provisions, coffce, etc, . 8 0 0
Simpson, for dais, etc - 10 211
Lettering of direction cards 015 0
Sundry payments by Mr. Heslop 1 5 6
Police 03 0
£20 6 5

|



xiii

The following is the

. CURATORS’ REPORT
for the year 1899 :— ‘

The museum of the society has, in the past year, received contri-
butions from fourteen donors. Four of the objects presented are
of prehistoric character, two belong to medieval times, and the
remainder may be described as antique. Compared with the acces-
sions of the previous year, when six presentations only were made, the
list appended shows a satisfactory increase. It will also be seen that
the names of donors include many who are not members, a fact which
affords a gratifying examplé of the wide public interest shown in the
operations. of our society. "

By permission of Mr. J. B. Clayton a loan collection of miscel-
laneous articles, found during the recent excavations at Housesteads
(Borcovicus), has been exhibited during the past year, in the Black
Gate museum. In this the society is under an obligation to Mr.
Clayton for a privilege which has been greatly appreciated. Thanks
are also due to Mr. R. C. Bosanquet, who arranged and classified
these relics of the Roman occupation of which he was the discoverer.
The show case in which the objects are exhibited has been added
to the possessions of the society. Two similar cases had already been
placed on the floor of the Roman room, and this one completes a set
of three table-stands with air-tight cases for the preservation and
display of fragile and valuable Roman antiquities. All these have
been specially designed for their purpose and presented to the society
by Mr. C. J. Spence, a vice-president.

Your curators gladly acknowledge the services rendered by Mr.
J. Gibson, the warden of the Castle, to whom they are indebted, not
only for his unremitting supervision but for the assistance which his
experience renders most valuable.

DONATIONS TO THE MUSEUM,
1899. ) . !
Jan. 25. From Mr. ROBERT NEWTON, Gosforth :—A stone axe-hammer, found

at the Whaggs, Whickham, in an excavation made in August, 1898

(Proceedings, vol. ix. p. 2). :

» » From Mr. ROBERT.BLAIR, F.8.A., secretary :—An eighteenth-century
dress-sword of Chinese origin (Proceedings, vol. ix. p. 2).

Mar, 29, From Mr, D, D, DIXON, Rothbury :—A leaden mould for making a

single candle ; a tin grouped-mould for sxx candles; two scythe
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cradles, used in mowing; a hearth spit for cooking collops ; bake-
sticks, formerly used for ‘soaking’ barley bannocks (Proaee(lmg.s*,
vol. ix. p. 18).

From Mr. LAURENCE JOHNSON :—A celt of polished syenite, found
at Greenfield, Northroe, Northmavine, Shetland ; length, 9 inches;
greatest width, 3 inches (Proceedings, vol. ix. p. 23).

From Mr. G. H. THOMPsOX, Baileygate, Alnwick :—An iron trap, for
large animals (Proceedings, vol. ix. p. 39).

From Mr. W. H. RENWICK :—An illustration of early steam-tug on
the river Tyne, with an account of the originator of steam towage—
framed (Proceedings, vol. ix. p. 39).

From Mr. CHARLES CARVER :—A leaden badge, for house front, used

by the Newcastle Fire Office, taken from Old Windmill, Windmill

~Hills, Gateshead (Proceedings, vol. ix. p. 39).

From Mr. SHERITON HOLMES, treasurer :—Patten ring clogs and
jointed clogs, formerly worn below the shoes (Proceedings,
vol. ix. p. 39). '

From Mr. G. FORSTER, 27 Orchard Terrace, Lemmgton on-Tyne :—
A bronze socketted celt, 33 inches long by 2% inches across the
cutting face, dredged from the river Tyne at Newburn (P1 oceedmgs,
-vol. ix. pp. 102 and 139).

From Mr., SHERITON Hormes, treasurer:—A sculptured stone
pedestal, of unknown origin, purchased by Colonel Swan in North
Shields. The sculptured panels on three of the faces are suggestive
of its use as part of a tombstone or as the shaft of @ sundial
(Proceedings, vol. ix. p. 140).

From Alderman T. G. GIBSON :—An axe of jade, measuring 5% inches
long by 2§ inches wide, found on the farm of Mr. P. H. Gibson
at Pahi, in the Southern island of New Zealand (Proceedings,
vol. ix. p. 149).

From Mr. JoHN GiBsoN, warden of the Castle:—A pair of steel
spurs, formerly used for attachment to the legs of fighting-cocks
(Procecdings, vol. ix. p. 149).

From Mr. T. W. MARLEY :—Cast of seal of Henry, earl of West-
merland, attached to an indenture dated 1564 (Proceedings,
vol. ix. pp. 96, 102, 152).

From Mr. PARKER BREWIS :—A sword hilt, with fragmentary blade,
of seventeenth or early eighteénth century date, from the collection
of the late J. R. Wallace of Distington, Cumberland (Proceedings,
vol. ix. p. 152).



