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I—OBITUARY NOTICE OF DENNIS EMBLETON, M.D.,
F.R.C.8, F.R.C.P., L.8.A, a vice-president of. the Society.

. _ By F. W. Denbpv. .
[Read on the 28th November, 1900.]

Dr. Dennis Embleton, an honoured and respected vice-president
of this society, died at his residence, 19 Claremont place, Newcastle-
upon-Tyne, on the 12th November, 1900, at the great age of 90 years.
He only joined the society as late as 1886, but he had, for many
years before he became a member, taken a warm interest in anti-
quarian subjects. He had assisted our distingnished vice-president,
Dr. Greenwell, in excavating barrows, and in verifying the haman: and
animal remains which they contained, and he had contributed articles -
on dialect and local topography to the other publications enumerated
at the end of this notice. o _

Dr. Embleton was born in Newcastle on ‘the 1st October, 1810.

.. He was a son of Thomas Embleton, a native of E'asb_Chevin,gton, and
of Anne, his wife, whose maiden name was Anne Cawood. His father
died in 1820, and after his death Dennis Embleton and his elder
brother; Thomas William Embleton, were brought up and educated
under the guardianship of their uncle, Mr. George Hill of Kenton,
colliery viewer. He sent the lads to Witton-le-Wear school, where
they were educated under the rev. George Newby.

The brother, Thomas William Embleton, was trained by his uncle
as a mining engineer, and left Newcastle in 1831, to become viewer
of Middleton colliery, near Leeds. ‘

Dennis Embleton, after leaving Witton school, was, on the 23rd
April, 1827, bound apprentice for five years to Mr. Thomas Leighton,

- @ surgeon in Newcastle. '

Mr. Leighton was then a vice-president of the Newcastle Medical
Society, and the senior surgeon of the Infirmary. He practised and
died in his house in Westgate Road. This house was pulled down in
1889, and its sife now forms part of the Post Office. Before his term
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expired, Dennis Embleton left Newcastle, with Mr. Leighton’s
consent, to complete his studies in London, and entered himself at
Guy’s and 8t. Thomas’s hospitals, and at Grainver and Pilcher’s.
School of Anatomy and Physiology.

. According to an article written by Dr. Embleton for the North-
umberland and Durham Medical Society’s transactions, upon the
Newcastle Medical Society, the duties of himself and his fellow-
apprentice, J. J. Garth Wilkinson, were to make the necessary
tinctures and juleps, to dispense the medicines ordered in-the day
book by their master, and deliver them at the houses of the patients.
The first things they bad to learn, after the making up of medicines,
were how to perform venesection and to draw teeth.  His description
of Newcastle, at the time of his apprenticeship, taken from the same
-article (p. 54), is sufficiently interesting to bear reproduction :—

¢ The town at that date,” he says, ‘had a somewhat mediaeval appearance.
The Castle Garth was overcrowded with mean streets and houses; King"

' Street and Queen Street were there, and_ you could almost shake hands from

. house to house from the upper stories across the head of the Side; the Maison
Dieu of Sir Roger Thorntdn stood at the east end, and St. Thomas’s Chapel at
the west end of the Sandhill, on which was the Fish Market, in the open air ;
the New Gate was standing, and the town wall extended thence eastward as.
far as the north end and west side of Grainger Street ; Eldon Square was non-
existent ; the town wall from Pink Tower extended to the Postern across
Neville Street and the site of the railway station to beyond Paradise Row ; the
Forth, its tavern, and the Lime Trees Avenue, enclosed by a low brick wall,
surrounded the square o? grassy lawn ; the open space where now is the Sheep
Market, and green fields all round the Infirmary, where partridges and rabbits
were found and shot at times, Anderson Place in Pilgrim Street, the old
Butcher Market, the Post Office at the top of Dean Street, and the old Theatre
opposite to it; all these, and much more, existed, awaiting the operation of
improver and of the tooth of edaz rerum.

On the 18th June, 1834, Dr. Embleton was admitted as a mem-
ber of the Royal College of Surgeons, and on the 16th April, 1835
as a Licentiate of the Society of Apothecaries.

In May, 1885, he went to Paris, and from there, in company with
another medical student named William Croser, he set off on a.
journey, performed in great part on foot and .in other part by dili-
gence, from Paris to Strasburg, then through Baden to Switzerland,
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and afterwards by the Simplon Pass to Milan, Genoa, Rome, Pisa,
Florence, Venice, and Trieste. From Trieste they went to Vienna,
and returned thence, through the Tyrol and by way of Chur, again
to Paris.

The journey lasted nearly two years, and besides seeing all the
places of ordinary interest on their route, the two students visited
numerous medical schools and hospitals, especially at Strasburg,
Milan, Pavia, Pisa, and Vienna, At Pisa, where they remained
some time, they petitioned the authorities of the Imperial and Royal
University to be admitted to examination for the doctorate of medi-
cine. The request was granted, and on the 14th September, 1836,..
Dr. Embleton and his companion passed the ordeal, and were granted
their diplomas. The event was evidently one of considerable interest
in the town, for, after they had received their degrees, a band of
music accompanied them back to their hotel, and a local poet recited
a short laudatory poem of which he gave them an illuminated copy.

In 1886-37, Dr. Embleton attended medical courses in Paris in
connexion with hospitals there, and in the latter year he returned to
practise in his native town. In 1838 hewas appointed lecturer on
anatomy and physiology to the Newcastle-upon-Tyne School of
Medicine ; in 1852, reader in medicine at the Durham University ;
in 1853 that university admitted him to his M.D. degree by
diploma, and in 1857 he became a fellow of the Royal College of
Physicians. In 1870 the School of Medicine became closer con-
nected with Durham University, and he was appointed the first
professor of medicine and of the, practice of physic. He was also,
from 1858 .to 1872, the representative of Durham University on the
General Medical Council. He held ‘the position of physician, and
afterwards that of consulting physician, to the Infirmary and of
physician to the Dispensary.

In 1882 he occupied the presidential chair of the section of
Sanitary Science and Preventive Medicine durmg the meeting of the
Sanitary Science Congress in Newcastle.

Dr. Embleton took a keen interest in the erection of the new
museum at Barras Bridge, and presented many valuable specimens of
natural history to its shelves. He took an active part in the British
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Association meetings held in Newcastle in 1863 and 1889. He was
from 1828 a member, and from 1878 to his death a vice-president of
the Newcastle Literary and Philosophical Society. He joined our
society, as has been said before, in 1886, and was elected a vice-
president in 1895.

He contributed to medical literature a large number of articles
relating to his profession, and for the Magazine of Natural History
and the Natural History Transactions of Northumberland, Durham,
and Newcastle-upon-Tyne, he wrote many important papers on

_ natural history and biographical notices of several distinguished local

naturalists, including memoirs of the lives of his life-long friends,
Albany and John Hancock. He gave two lectures on Madeira
(which he visited in the winter of 1880-81) to the members of the
Newecastle Literary and Philosophical Society, and he was in later
life a frequent contributor to the Archacologia Aeliana and the
Proceedings of the Newcastle Society of Antiquaries. A list of some
of his published writings is appended to this notice. The list is
voluminous, but it has been found difficult either to make it
complete or to indicate in every case where the contribution can be
found. It may be useful, however, to add that many of the papers
bound together in one volume are to be found in the library of the
Literary and Philosophical Society, under the title of Papers by Dr.

" Embleton, Miscellaneous Tracts, No. 382.

He was married in 1847, at Whickham, to Elizabeth Turner, who
died in 1869. He had three children. His only son, Dr. Dennis
Cawood Embleton of Bournemouth, predeceased him. At his death,
Dr. Embleton left two daughters, one of whom, the elder, is married.
A grandson, Dennis Embleton, is.an undergraduate studyiﬁg medicine
at Christ’s College, Cambridge.

The members of this society who could speak of Dr. Embleton
from intimate personal knowledge left this world before him. We,
who belong to a later generation, can only look back to this long
extent of useful life, stretching through very nearly the whole of the
nineteenth century, with respect and admiration for so much work
so well done. . . ' '

Sen W. Bl Seotll' o Q,u!—o‘@-u;?ma'vﬁq 1= prots
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1847, Octr.13th.Married at St. Mary's
Chureh,Whickham, DENNIS EMBLETbN,
of full age bachelor,Member of
the Roy. Coll, of Surgeohs,M.D.,
Residing in the parish of St.
Andrew's,Newcastle,éon of THOMAS
EMBLEION, Innkeeper, fo ELIXABETE
TURNER,of full age,spinster,of
Whickham,daughter of WILLIAM TUR-
NER, Coalfitter; Henry é. Carr,
Rector,performed the marriage
ceremony, and among the six wit-

nesses the name of Albany Hancock
appears.
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- A case of extroversion of bladder, etc. 1857.
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1867.
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Case of aortic aneurism, pressing on the vena cava descendens and on the
vena azygos. 1868. ’

Case of fractured skull with re-union in an Ancient Briton. 1868.

A case of aneurism of abdominal aorta. 1869,

A case of epilepsy—paralysis—recovery. 1870.

A case of salivary calculus. 1870, ’
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Hancock and D. Embleton. Five plates. 1845,
On the Anatomy of Eolis. Part 2. Two plates. 1848.
do. do. Part 3. do. 1849.
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An Osteological Study. By D. E.and G. B. Rlchardson. 1846, Summary
of, in Archaeological Journal. . .
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Association. 1847. Albany Hancock and D. Embleton.
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1852, )
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Bottle-nose whale (Hyperoodon Butzkoff, Lacépéde), and of the
Skull of the Grampus (Delphinus Orca, Cuvier), in the Bed of the
Tyne. 1858.

Vol. V. p. 196.—On the Skull and other Bones of Loxomma . Allmanm.
By D. E. and T. Atthey. 1874.
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Vol. VIL p. 43.—A Paper on Eggs.
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Vol. XI. p. 2556,—On the Egg: lecture with introduction. 1893.
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Medical Association, Newcastle, 1870.
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"Local Dialect Dialogues. _
1891.—Barber-surgeons and chandlers of Newcastle. Jowurnal office (different.
from that in the Archaeologia Aeliana, vol. xv. p. 228).
1880-81.—A Visit to Madeira in the Winter of 1880-81. Two lectures
delivered before the members of the ILiterary and Philosophical
Society of Newcastle.



