
ESMOND township lies 011 the north-north-east side of
Newcastle-upon-Tyne, and measures approximately one and a 

half miles in length, from north to south, and one mile in width 
from' east to west. Although it has always, within historic times,- 
been included in the Newcastle-upon-Tyne parish of St: Andrew, it 
was, until the third decade of the nineteenth century, situated 
within the Castle Ward division of the county of Northumberland, 
and was outside the boundary of the borough and county of 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne.

By the Reform Act of 1832, it was, with the other townships 
mentioned in the preface, included in the borough of Newcastle 
for parliamentary purposes, and by the Municipal Corporations 
Reform Act of 1835, the municipal boundaries of that borough were 
assimilated to its parliamentary boundaries, and Jesmond thus 
became detached from the county of .Northumberland and included 
within the borough and county, now and since the 15th of August 
1882, the city and county of Newcastle-upon-Tyne.

^Originally the vill, or the village, and its land was called in English the 
tun, or town, and the term fun-scipe, or to.wnship, did not apply to the 
district but to the community of the villagers or the body of the people of the 
village. As early, however, as 1414 the word ‘ tow nship’ began to be used 
to represent the area, and, whilst the villagers still spoke of that area as 
the town, the gradual rise of larger towns in the modern sense .of the term , 
led writers who addressed an urban population to adopt the word ‘ tow nsh ip5 
as more particularly indicating the unit of local administration and the 
primary or lowest division ofjthe state .— Ashley, Surveys, Historic and Economic, 
pp. 61-70.



For many years after this change took place, the township 
remained on a somewhat different footing from the older part of 
the borough in respect of lighting, watching, paving and other 
matters of municipal control, but those differences were gradually 
removed by subsequent local Acts until, by the provisions of the 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne Improvement Act 1865, the enlarged
borough, including Jesmond and the other townships added at the 
same time with it, became practically one homogeneous whole.

According to the Tithe Commutation Award of 1840, the 
estimated quantity of land subject to tithes within the township 
then cultivated as arable, meadow or pasture land, or as woodland 
or otherwise, was as follows:—

a . r . p.
Arable land ... ... ... ... 357 2 0
Meadow or pasture land ... ... 213 0 0
Woodland ...................................... 15 2 0

Total acreage subject to tithes ... 586 0 0

According to the late . Mr. Thomas Oliver's measurements in 
1844, the total contents of Jesmond township were 681a. 3r. 4p., 
whilst its circumference measured 5 miles and 343 yards,1 and 
according to the Government Ordnance Survey, the total quantity of 
land within the township is 700 *784 acres.

The boundaries of the township are well defined. It is 
bounded on the north' by the Crag Hall Burn, which after passing 
along the north side of Newcastle Town Moor divides Jesmond from 
South Gosforth and enters the Ouseburn immediately to the north 
of Crag Hall; on the east by the Ouseburn; on the west by the 
eastern limit of Newcastle Town Moor; on the south by the middle 
line of an ancient road called Sandyford Lane and on the south-west

l  Index to a plan of the borough' of New castle-upon-Tyne, by Thomas 
Oliver, 1844.



by the course of a burn called Sandyford Burn, now sewered over, 
which formerly flowed under the Sandyford bridge opposite Benton 
Terrace and entered the Ouseburn opposite Low Heaton Haugh.

The land of the township lies at an altitude varying from 211 
feet above the sea level on the Jesmond Bene Road, between 
Osborne Road end and Haddrick’s Mill Lane, to 40 feet above the 
sea level at the Ouseburn opposite Low Heaton Haugh, and it 
slopes uniformly towards the south-east. The coal seams also dip 
in the same direction in a ratio of about 1 in 20.2 The township 
land was, in its former agricultural state, well watered by several 
burns, namely by the Ouseburn and by four small tributaries of 
that stream known as the Crag Hall Burn, the Moor Crook Letch, 
the Mill Burn, and the Sandyford Burn.

The Ouseburn is a small tributary of the river Tyne. It rises 
at or near Callerton Fell, to the north-west of Newcastle, and its 
course is about fifteen miles in length. After passing through the 
parishes of Newburn and Gosforth it separates Jesmond from 
Heaton, then flows through part of Byker, then past part, of 
the township of All Saints and so reaches the Tyne. In its course 
between Jesmond and Heaton it flows first past the private 
grounds of Lieutenant-Colonel Adamson at Crag Hall, then 
through the private grounds of Sir Andrew Noble, Bart, K.C.B., 
at Jesmond Dene House, and then for about a mile through the 
ravine called Jesmond Dene Park, and, passing under the Benton 
Bridge, continues to divide the lands of the two townships until, 
on its west side, Jesmond township ends and Byker township is 
reached. It is navigable for barges for about 700 yards and is 
tidal for about 1,050 yards from its mouth. Neither the navigable 
portion nor the tidal portion reaches so far north as Jesmond 
township, the southernmost part of which is'about one and a half 
miles from the mouth of the Ouseburn. The Ouseburn and its

2 M r . T. E . Forster’s M SS,



branches collect the rainfall from an area of about 12,000 acres 
and it brings down to the Tyne about 5,000 million gallons of water 
yearly.3

The dene of the Crag Hall Burn, already alluded to as forming 
the northern boundary of the township, is now being filled up by 
the North Eastern Railway Company, who have made it a dumping 
ground for the soil excavated in their New Bridge Street to Central 
Station extension works. _ 1 ■ * '

The Moor Crook Letch (so called in a survey of 16314) flowed 
from a place called Moor Crook, near the junction of Jesmond Dene 
Road with Osborne Road, and passing in front of the. site of St. 
George’s Church and through a dene in the grounds of Jesmond 
Grove (called in the Newcastle-upon-Tyne. Improvement Act, 1865, 
Pigg’s Dene), past the ruins of the ancient chapel of St. Mary, 
entered the Ouseburn immediately to the north of Jesmond Dene 
Terrace. The bed of its course can still be traced, not only in the 
before-mentioned dene, but also under some old thorn trees to^the 
west of St. George’s Vicarage.

The Mill Burn (so called in a deed of 1830) rose apparently 
near the Grand Stand on Newcastle Town Moor and, entering the 
township of Jesmond near the present junction of Highbury with 
Holmwood Grove, flowed through the present West Jesmond 
estate of Mr. Thomas Hills Forsyth and under the Forsyth Road 
railway-bridge, passed through Mistletoe. Road and across Osborne 
Road and Manor House Road near the junction of the latter with 
Queen’s Road, and pursuing a south-east course, divided the gardens 
of Orchard House and Fenwick Terrace from the grounds of South 
Jesmond House. (now pulled down), and crossing the Jesmond 
Road near the south end of Shortridge Terrace, flowed down a dene 
which was in the years 1190 and -1631 called Little Dene, and has

3 Report of M r. Laws, City Engineer, on the Ouseburn Drainage District, 
dated 27th April, 1885.

4 Watson Papers , M ining Institute,
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From water-colour drawings by Miss Jane Bewick (daughter of the engraver), in the possession of the Society.





been in modern times called Jesmond Vale Dene, into tbe Ouseburn 
near Jesmond Vale bridge, v

The Sandyford Burn rose on the Town Moor to the west of 
the present’ Smallpox Hospital, and passing through the Recreation 
Ground and Brandling Park, turned southward at the east end of 
Windsor Crescent. Then, after crossing the site of Jesmond Road on 
the east side of Victoria Square, it turned eastward again before 
reaching Sandyford Lane, and passing through the site of Jesmond 
Railway Station flowed under Sandyford bridge into a dene variously 
known as the Dropping Well Ravine, or Rosedale, or Sandyford 
Dene, and joined the Ouseburn at Low Heaton Haugh.

According to former nomenclature, Sandyford Lane ended and 
Benton Lane began at Sandyford bridge, and the awkward turn 
which existed at this point led to a series of three serious accidents, 
the first of which gave the name of ‘ Lambert’s Leap ' to the locality. * 
In 1759 Cuthbert Lambert, a son of a Newcastle physician, was 
riding along Sandyford Lane when his mare took fright and bolted 
in the direction of the Benton Lane. Instead of taking the turn at 
the bridge, it continued its straight course ahead and jumped the 
parapet of the bridge into the' ravine below, which was then 45 feet 
deep. The fall was broken by the projecting branch of a tree and 
the man escaped, but the mare was killed. Twelve years later, in 
1771, another similar accident took place at the same spot. A  
servant of Sir John Hussey Delaval was riding into Newcastle, when 
his horse took fright at the Barras Bridge, ran away with him along 
Sandyford Lane and sprang over the parapet into the dene below, 
just as Mr. Lambert’s mare had done. On this occasion the rider 
again escaped with very little injury, but the horse was killed. 
Fifty-six years later, in 1827, and for the third time, a similar 
accident took place. Mr. John Nicholson, a Newcastle surgeon, was 
riding along Sandyford Lane when his horse bolted and leaped 
the parapet, kicking down the coping stone, but this time it was the 
horse which escaped injury and the rider who was killed.



The late Mr. James Clephan, when narrating these incidents in 
the Newcastle Monthly Chronicle for 1887, p. 1'7, says:—‘ No more 
exists the pleasant lane which led from Lambert's Leap past 
Shieldfield House towards Stepney. No longer is Sandyford Lane 
the Sandyford Lane of yore, with its garden palings and hedges, 
rich in moths and “ loggerheads " on one side and its cornfields and 
dreaded stable—where the man hung himself—on the other. And 
doubtless soon the Drop Well ravine itself, where used to grow such 
glorious store of red-cheeked apples and luscious pears, will be filled 
up; and there will be no more need of the parapet wall, and it too 
shall be levelled and cleared away.' Since Mr. Clephan wrote his 
account the dene has been filled up, the parapet wall has been 
cleared away and the inscribed stone" in the parapet which recorded 
the first of the accidents has been removed to the Black Gate 
Museum of Antiquities.5

Up to the beginning of the nineteenth century the township 
was entirely agricultural, was traversed only by footpaths and was 
almost destitute of roads. Jesmond Dene Road, which leads from 
the Great North Road through the north end of the township, ended 
at Moor Crook—or rather near that point it turned northward up 
Haddrick's Mill Lane. Sandyford Lane, which skirted the south of 
the township, was continued westward of Sandyford bridge by 
Benton Lane to the Benton bridge, and there was a short road from 
near the- Benton bridge to Jesmond village which was situated 
around and to the eastward of the site of Jesmond Manor House. 
When this road was extended at the beginning of the nineteenth 
century round the course of the dene of the Ouseburn, to join the 
road from the moor at its junction with Haddrick's Mill Lane, it 
made a loop or double turn to cross over the bridge at the entrance 
gate of Jesmond Grove, passed close under the ruins of St. Mary's 
Chapel and entered the straight again near the Banqueting Hall in 
Jesmond Dene. Provisions for the straightening of this road by



cutting across the loop were contained in'the Newcastle Improve
ment Acts of 1865 and 1871, and the alteration was made shortly 
after the latter act was passed. Jesmond Road, which was at first 
called Cemetery Road, was planned by Mr. John Dobson 
and was formed by the Corporation of Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
in or about the year 1840. In its course from the Great 
North Road to its junction with Benton Lane, it passed mainly 
through lands of the Mary Magdalene.Hospital, which were under 
the control of the Corporation, but also through lands which 
belonged to the Corporation and land of Mr. James Archbold; 
and an exchange was made between the Corporation and 
Mr. Archbold to enable the scheme to be carried out. Osborne 
Road from Jesmond Road to Clayton Road was made by Mr. 
Pears-Archbold between 1860 and 1870, and its continuation from 
Clayton Road to Jesmond Dene Road was made by the late Mr. 
Richard Burdon Sanderson and his successor, the present Mr. 
Richard Burdon Sanderson, between the years 1870 and 1880.

Traces still remain of the footpaths which crossed the town
ship. One footpath, known in its later days as the * Church 
Walk,7 entered Jesmond at Barras Bridge and, proceeding in a 
north-easterly direction, was joined at the back of the present 
Jesmond Church by another footpath from the Great North Road 
(being the footpath from Brandling Park to Eskdale Terrace, which 
was closed by the Newcastle Corporation in December, 1902), and 
then proceeded on the line of Fernwood Road and Manor House 
Road past the west end of Jesmond Gardens—formerly known as 
Jesmond Place—to Jesmond village. After the road through 
Jesmond Gardens was made in 1805, the footpath was closed to the 
northward of that place and was diverted westward through 
Jesmond Gardens into Jesmond Dene Road. Another footpath led 
from Sandyford Bridge, in the line of Hutton Terrace and the 
Portland Bowling Green, to Church Walk. Another footpath, 
known as the ‘ Lovers7 Walk/ entered the township in the line of 
Burdon Terrace, and, turning up Tankerville Terrace across the



site' o f ' the present - Presbyterian Church, was continued along the 
line of St. George’s Terrace and through the grounds of Jesmond 
Towers to the Jesmond Dene Road. The part of this footpath 
which extends from Osborne Road to Jesmond Dene Road still 
exists. There were two branches from this footpath. One led 
westward to the North Road, on the line of the present Forsyth 
Road, and the; other eastward to Jesmond village, approximately on 
the line of Acorn Road and through the garden of Eldon House 
an<LMr. Alderson’s tennis ground. Eastward of Osborne Road it 
was diverted, by order of the City Council, to the line of the lane 
which now leads from that road past the back of .Jesmond Cottage 
to Jesmond village. A fifth footpath, which has recently -been 
closed, led up Jesmond Vale and across the Benton. Lane, through 
the lands to the north of that road, to Stote's House on the Jesmond 
Dene Road. Besides these footpaths there was an occupation road 
from Jesmond Towers to the neighbourhood of Burdon Place, and 
a branch of -it turned- off by Burdon Place on the line of Haldane 
Terrace and Clayton Road to the G-reat North Road.

The nature of the strata underlying the surface of the township 
may be best described by setting out the two following borings ahd 
sinkings which were made for coal mining purposes/ the first, in 
1829, in a field belonging to the St.* Mary Magdalene Hospital, near 
Goldspink Lane, and the second at a later date, at the pit which 
formerly existed near the east end of Fern Avenue.0

6 A n  account of the strata of Northumberland and Durham as proved by 
borings and sinkings F  to. K . Issued by the Council of the North of England  
Institute of M ining and Mechanical Engineers, 1885.



No. 1,210. JESMOND.

Township op Jesmond, Northumberland.

Sheet 97 of Ordnance Map. Lat. 54° 58' 59", Long. 1° 35' 24".

Sunk and bored at the 1) Pit, Jesmond Colliery, M ay, 1829. 

Approxim ate surface level, 60 feetr above Sea (Ordnance datum).

Ps. Pt. In. Fs. Ft. In. Fs. Ft, In Fs. Ft. In.
Strong clay V ■ ^ iu

2
0
0 0

* Brought forward .. 
Soft metal stone .. 0 3 .0

27 3 Oh

Hard grey metal ; stone with post : girdles .. 2 0 0
Grey metal stone,. 
COAL

1
0 '

0 
• 0

11
*7

Post...............
Grey metal stone ..
Post, with a good deal of water

■ ;i-
1

2

2 . 
1

3

0
0

0

Soft metal stone .. 
Grey metal stone . 
Post girdles

o ■ 
0 
0

2
2
1

11I
. 3 

‘ 6

1 4 6

Bored --- --- — 19 0 0 Metal stone 0 3 2
White post 3 3 0 White post 0 5 • 8
Metal stone.. 1 3 0 Grey metal stone . 0 2 1
Black stone and coal 0 1 2 c o Dark metal 0 5 11
Metal stone.. 2 1 0

O 6 Grey metal stone.. 0 3 6
White post 
Metal stone..

0
0*

4
0

n
5

Post girdles, with metal partings ..
Grey metal stone..

0
2

2
g

. 9
- iPost girdles and metal stone . 0 1 4

COAL and black 0 11 7 4 10stone 0

8 1011

Carried forward 27 3 0£ Total 37 0‘



No. 1,211. JESMOND.
Township of Jesmond, Northumberland.

Sheet 97 of Ordnance M ap. Lat. 54° 59' 2 2 " ,  Long. 1° 35' 5 7 ".

Sunk and bored at the-M iddle P it, Jesmond Colliery, from Thill of 
H igh  M ain Seam.

Approxim ate surface level, 165 feet above Sea {Ordnance datum).

Fs, Ft, In. Fs. Ft. In. Fs. FtJin. Fs. Ft.1In.
Brought forward 4 4 8 54 5 7

Sunk to the High Main (27 3 0 Ft, In.Seam................ _ _ _ _ _
Further to the Metal lio 3 0 COAL .. 0 6

Coal Seam N.. 5 3 0 Grey metal 0 5
Thill ................ 2 0 C COAL .. 0 10 0 1 9Grey metal stone 0 1 0 SLGrey metal stone, with .. Grey metal and metal 0 D

post girdles 0 2 7 stone 0 4 0
Strong white post, with Strong white post 1 2 0thin partings 0 3 9 Grey metal stone 0 5 0Grey metal stone 0 4 8 Darkish metal , 0 2 2,COAL ................ 0 0 7 f) 3 7 Grey post girdle 0 1 0
Black stone 0 0 9 Grey and £ark metal
Grey metal 0 0 6 stone, with post girdles 

Soft erev metal
3
0

5
0

1
7Grey metal stone 1 1 2 Bensham Seam-Dark grey metal 0 0 9 COAL, with Ft. In.

COAL ................ 0 0 3 water, rather_ _ — 1 3 5 tender, and
Grey metal and metal foul 4 inches

stone, with post girdles 5 1 0 at bottom .. 2 2
Dark metal t .. 0 0 3 COAL, foul .. 0 8
COAL, with foul bands, n 2 10Yard Seam 0 1 8 u

7 4 8— — — 5 2 11
Grey metal 0 1 0 Sunk 67 4 8Dark metal 0 0 6 Bored from thill of Ben-
COAL ................ 0 0 2 sham Seam

_ _ _ 0 1 8 Cut through scaffold for
Black metal 0 0 3 box, &c. 0 4 0
Grey metal stone, with Strong white post, with

post girdles 0 5 2 whin girdles and metal nartinas. at 3 fathomsStrong white post 1 4 6 water at bottom 6 4 0
Grey metal stone, withpost girdles 2 0 9

Carried forward 4 4 8 54 5 7 Carried forward 7 2 0 67 4 8



Brought forward..
Fs.3 Ft.0 In.7

Mixture of whin and white post (from July 9th to 11th—5 shifts) 0 2 0
Grey metal stone, with post girdles 0 4 9
Whin (got July 12th through 14th—4 shifts) 0 1 2
Grey metal stone and post girdles 0 4 9
White and grey post, mixed with whin and sulphur near bottom 0 4 11
Whin (got July 16th through 18th—6 shifts) 0 0 7
Grey metal stone, with post girdles 2 3 0
Strong white post and metal stone parting .. 1 5 5
Grey and dark grey metal stone, with post girdles ................ 1 5 2
Strong-white and grey post 0 5 0
Grey metal stone, with post girdles 0 3 6
Strong .white and grey post 0 5 3

Brought forward
Black slaty metal scared with coal
Grey metal
Strong grey metal stone
White and grey post, with scared partings
Whin and a mixture of whin and white post, with a metal parting of 4 inches at 2 feet 6 inches from top (got June 19th, through July 3rd—38 shifts)
COAL
Blue grey metal
Low Main Seam :— Ft.COAL, with water, rather tender, and hums to a white ash
COAL, foul and slaty metal ..
COAL, wet and burns to awhite ash

In.

Bark grey metal (9 inch) and metal stone with post girdles afterwards

Carried forward ..

In.

Total 104

It will be seen from the results above detailed that, after passing 
through a subsoil of strong clay (more than 70 feet deep at 
Goldspink Lane), various strata of stone are reached, interspersed 
with seams of coal at specified depths. The High . Main Seam, 
which was about 6 feet thick of clean coal rather tender in quality, 
was wrought out by about the year 1745. The Metal Coal, the 
Stone Coal, the Yard Coal, the Bensham Seam, the Six Quarter 
Coal, and the Five Quarter Coal do not exist in quantity or in



quality sufficient to render them workable. The Low Main Seam, 
which is about 4| feet thick of coal somewhat deficient in quality 
and hardness, was mostly worked out in the first half of the 
nineteenth century, and the Beaumont and Brock well seams, which 
probably underlie the Low Main Seam, are as yet untouched.

Coal has been worked in Jesmond from an early period, but 
the first record of -its working occurs in 1595, when Marmaduke 
Thirkeld conveyed coal pits in Jesmond to trustees for the benefit 
of his natural daughter Dorothy.7 In 1625 we find mention of two 
old pits and Sir William Selby's pit twenty-two fathoms deep.8 
In 1631 the Sequester Pit is named.9 In 1649 James Cholmondley, 
of Cramlington, sought to add <£10 a year to his particulars for 
compounding because a neighbour had sunk a coal pit very near 
his ground in Jesmond.1 In 1700 Philip Hodshon demised to 
Matthew White, an alderman of Newcastle, one moiety of his coal 
mines in Jesmond for twenty-one years.2 In 1725 upwards of 70.0- 
wains were employed in leading Jesmond coals down to the 
Ouseburn, the water being drawn from the colliery by means of 
horse engines; 3 and in the same year Lord Harley's chaplain records 
that there were several collieries at Jesmond.4 In 1734 the George 
Pit, the Mayflower Pit, the Nicholas Pit, the Fourteen Riggs Pit, 
the Betty Pit, and the Barn Flat Pit are mentioned.5 In 1737 the 
Chance Pit, the Ten Riggs Pit, and Richard's P it ;6 in 1740 the

7 Arch.-Aeliana, 1 N .S ., 34.
8 D r. Jennison's M S . penes the Corporation of Newcastle.

9 Watson Papers , M ining Institute.

1 Cad,. Committee f o r  Compounding, p. 1726.

2 Forfeited Estates Papers, H . 26.
3 Dunn’s View o f  the Coal Trade, p. 22.
4 Duke o f  Portland's M S S . , vol. v i., Historical Manuscripts Commission,

p. 106.
5 M r. T. E . Forster's M SS.

6 Watson Papers , M ining Institute. _



Corner P it ;7 in 1741 the Chester Pit, the Mayflower Pit, the new 
pit in Pantry Close, the Lady Pit and the Seven Riggs P it; in 
1742 the Resolution Pit8 and in 1744 the Crag Hall Pit9 are 
mentioned, the number of pits shewing that at'that period it was 
considered more practicable to sink fresh pits at short distances 
apart, rather than to work from one pit for any considerable 
distance underground.

In 1745 an award was made by arbitrators between William 
Coulson and Matthew White and Matthew Ridley, the then lessees 
of the Hodshon royalty, as to cracks under Mr. Coulson's mansion- 
house at, Jesmond and under another house called Moody's house, 
caused by the working o f coal pits. This award terminated 
Chancery proceedings and directed that £105. should be . paid for 
costs, £454 17s. 6d. .for coals wrought out of Moody's Close and 
£1,444 4s. 8d. for all rents and demands whatever.1

In the first half of the nineteenth century there are frequent 
notices in the current Newcastle newspapers of the working 
of coal at Jesmond by Sir Thomas Burdon, who had purchased the 
Coulson and Hodshon royalties, and by his son, the first Mr. Richard 
Burdon Sanderson.2 The coal, which was principally wrought 
from the pit near the east end of Fern Avenue, was carried in 
trucks over a tram-line past Haldane Terrace and along the line of 
Clayton Road to the staithes for land-sale purposes which existed 
near the south-west corner of what is now Abbotsford Terrace, and 
colliery offices were also then situated there.3

In 1823 an award was made in respect of damages to the houses 
of James^Losh at Jesmond Grove, John Anderson at the Manor

7 M r . T. E . Forster's M SS,

3 Watson Papers , M ining Institute, and M r. T. E . Forster's M SS . *
9 M r. T. E . Forster's M SS. .

1 Watson Papers, M ining -Institute.
; 2 Bell Papers , M ining Institute. .

3 Jesmond Deeds. .



House, and Miss Anne Deer at Jesmond Cottage, by pillars worked 
out by Sir Thomas Burdon.4 This award mentioned that a coal pit 
was then at work 400 yards north and west from. Messrs. Losh and 
Anderson’s mansion-houses, and 250 yards from that of Miss Deer, 
and that it was 42 fathoms deep to the High Main Seam. In 1826 
Sir Thomas Burdon was winning a colliery at Sandyford at a short 
distance from Villa Reale.5 In 1828 an old shaft near the Minories 
was being opened out which had not been worked for 84 years. 
During the strike of 1831, the pit at the end of Fern Avenue was 
damaged by strikers, and a pit then being sunk in a field 
adjoining the North Road near Newcastle, belonging to the 
same owner (Mr. Burdon Sanderson), had the rope which hung 
down the pit burnt in two; 6 and the last public notice of coal 
mining in Jesmond is contained in the Tyne Mercury for the 
23rd January, 1845, which records coal mifting operations then 
being carried on near Jesmond Cemetery.

If we may judge from the evidence of the ancient' burials which 
have been found in Jesmond, it was a favourite place of residence 
or retirement even in pre-historic times.

 ̂In 1828 Mr. Russell Blackbird, the then owner of the property 
called Villa Reale (now known as Sandyford Park, the residence of 
Dr. Gibb), whilst trenching some ground for planting, discovered 
a stone-built grave, or kist-vaen, four feet long by two feet wide and 
twenty inches deep, deposited in a dry, hard marl below the soil 
which he had taken out. It contained the bones of a man, the 
head in particular being perfect with all the teeth in it. It also 
contained an elaborately ornamented food vessel, which Mr. 
Blackbird presented to the Newcastle Society of Antiquaries. This

4 Watson Papers , M ining Institute.

5 Mackenzie’s Newcastle, p. 193.
6 A n  account o f  the destruction at the colliery near Newcastle belonging to 

Richard Burdon Sanderson, Esq . Printed by Douglas and K ent, 50 Quayside, 
Newcastle.



‘ F o o d  V e s s e l ’ f r o m  V i l l a  R e a l e .

(H eight 4 ‘ 1 inches, breadth 5*5 inches.)

vessel is still in the Black Gate Museum and is the finest specimen 
of Northern pre-historic food vessels in that collection. When 
found it contained some red-coloured earth, which the labourers 
threw out.7

A similar find was made in 1844 in the extreme north 
of the township but also near the bank of the stream— a favourite 
position for such finds. The gardener of Mr. Charles Murray 
Adamson, of Crag Hall, the father of its present occupant, Colonel 
Adamson, was levelling and trenching ground in front of the house 
for a grass plot, when he discovered two graves, built with flat stones 
set edge-wise so as to form the sides, and fitting a flat stone laid on



the top as a cover. In these graves were four food vessels or urns 
‘ containing bones and fine earth/ Only one vessel was got out

whole.8 Illustrations of each find and a sketch shewing the 
situation of the graves at Crag Ilall are here given.

F r a g m e n t  o f  ‘ F o o i> V e s s e l ’ f r o m  C r a g  H a l l .

.  8 3 ------------------------------

S k e t c h  s h e w i n g  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  o f  t h e  G r a v e s  a t  C r a g  H a l l .

8 Arch. A dian a , O .S ., vol. iv. pp. 2 and 3 of Donations. M r. John BtU'tt 
M S. Account, Newcastle Society of Antiquaries.



Another relic of pre-historic times in Jesmond, consists of a 
strongly and carefully made stone axe-head, which was found in 
1893, in the timber yard of Messrs. Burnup near Barras Bridge, a 
little below the surface of the ground. It has recently been 
presented to the Black Gate Museum by Mr. John Duguid Walker.

S t o n e  A x e - h e a d , f o u n d  in  J e s m o n d , n e a r  B a r r a s  B r i d g e .

The axe-head measures 4  ̂ inches in length by inches in breadth, 
and its weight is 1 lb. and 7J oz. The length of the blade at the 
broadest end is 3J inches. The find has been submitted to the Rev. 
William Greenwell, D.C.L., who has kindly furnished the following 
note upon i t : —
The axe has apparently had two cutting edges, though it may be doubtful 
if the narrower end has ever had a cutting .edge, the appearances suggesting  
that it has originally been squared and not blunted as the other is by use. It  
is of a very uncommon form, indeed I have never seen one, or an engraving of 
one, like it. T he hole has been made on each side, by a pointed instrum ent 
probably of wood and used with sand, and in that it differs from those which 
Unquestionably belong to the Bronze Period, where the hole has been made by

c



a m etal tube, and goes straight through* I  should on the whole incline to 
regard it as belonging to the Bronze Period, though the nature of the perforation 
is m ore’ in favour of its having been made before the time of m etal. I t  looks 
more like an im plem ent for ordinary use than a war axe, of which there are 
numerous examples and of a distinct character.

No traces of the period of Roman occupation have been found in 
Jesmond or its immediate neighbourhood, beyond two Roman stones 
(of which one was inscribed), taken out of the garden wall at the 
mill on the Heaton side of the dene in 1838;9 nor have the recent 
building operations in Adderstone Crescent disclosed any traces 
of fortifications on the commanding mound in what was formerly 
known as the Chester field.

The Anglian period also is .a long blank in the .history 
of the township, . but during that six hundred years our 
English forefathers cultivated its fields and gave it the name 
of Jesmuth. . Throughout the twelfth and thirteenth .centuries, 
which contain our earliest extant records, it * is called Gesemue or 
Gesemuthe1 (the initial c g 5 being pronounced soft as in f gem ’), 
or Jesemue, Jesemuthe, Jesemuthia, and very occasionally Yesemue. 
According to Professor Skeat the ( y ’ was. the earlier form, and 
gave the more . correct original pronunciation.2 With many 
curious variations in spelling3 these forms of Jesemuthe and

9 Arch. Aeliana} O .S ., vol. iii. Donations, p. 7 ;  Arch. Aeliana, N .S ., 
vol. xii. p. 9.

1 The first recorded mention of the word occurs in the grant by W illiam  
Grenville to the m onks of Durham, which was prior to 1158, and it is there 
spelled 1 Gesemuthe. ’

2 Proceedings o f  the Newcastle Society o f  Antiquaries, vol. viii. p. 15.
3 The following are some of the numerous ways in which the word has been 

spelled Yesem ew e, Yesem outh, Gesemue, Gessemuhee, Gesemuthe, Gesemere, 
Gesoume, Gesemond, Gesemonte, Gosemouthe, Gosmouthe, Gysemue, Gesmuthe, 
Gisemonda, Gesemute, Gesmouth, Gesmond, Thesemue, Thesmouth, Shesmer, 
Chesmuth, Jeysm outh, Jesmewe, Jeseume, Josemuth, Jemuth, Jesmutht, 
Jesm uth, Jesemuth, Jesemuthia, Jesmoweth, Jesmownt, Jesemonte, Jesmicch, 
Jesemound, Jesemond, Jesmond.



Gesemuthe prevailed also throughout the fourteenth century with 
one exception in 1364, when in a patent roll relating to St. Mary’s 
Chapel the name is given as Jesmound.4 In the fifteenth century 
the name becomes, in 1428, Jesmuth alias Jesmund, and in 1450 
Jesemond. In the sixteenth century we find Jesemonte and 
Gesemonte both in the same document, and it is not until the 
seventeenth century that the modern spelling of Jesmond becomes 
established. Even so late, however, as 1673 it is spelled Gesmond 
in the list of the gentry of Northumberland contained in Blome’s 
Britannia. Jesmuthe is said tp mean “ the f mouth ? of the stream ” 
and jesmond “ the ‘ mount' of the stream,” and the latter may have 
been thought by the clerics (who apparently first adopted the 
‘ mond J termination) to mean Jesus mount. They would see no 
meaning in Jesmuthe, for at that time, and as far as the records 
go back, the southern boundary of the township ended at a mile 
and a half from the mouth of the Ouseburn. According to some 
manuscript notes, the late Mr. Longstaffe5 was of opinion that 
the west side of the township of Jesmond originally extended 
still further southward to the Tyne, between the Pandon Dene 
burn and the Ouseburn. He stated that each of the other 
baronies in South Northumberland comprised at least one 
township extending to the Tyne so as to give access to that 
river and to provide it with a salmon fishery, and he 
thought that the barony of Ellingham or Gaugy, of which 
Jesmond formed part, was no exception to the rule. The first 
recorded Norman grantee of that barpny, Nicholas Grenville, gave 
to the prior and convent of Durham a fishery in the Tyne called 
Bradyare.6 The township of Byker, the west part of which, from the 
Pandon burn to the Ouseburn, intervened between Jesmond and 
the Tyne, was held by the de Biker family, not by an ordinary

4 Pat. Roll, 38 Ed. I I I .  part I . , m. 27d.
*

5 M S. in the possession of the executors of the late Thom as Thorne, 
bookseller, Newcastle. -

6 Feodarittm , 58 Surtees Society, pp. lxxxiv. and 4.



tenure but by serjeanty.7 So late as the reign of Edward I. the 
strip between Pandon and the bank of the stream called ‘ Eyse ’ 
was held under limits by its Byker owners, for the burgesses of 
Newcastle claimed rights - of pasturage over it.8 This argument
for the ancient extension of Jesmond township to the mouth of 
the Ouseburn, though not free from difficulty, is worthy of considera
tion. The present writer is a man of peace and unaccustomed 
to the rude wrangles of philologists, and so, whilst setting out the 
facts of the spelling of the name and putting forward the theories 
of others for what they may be worth, he offers no opinion of his 
own as to the origin, derivation or meaning, either of .the early 
place-name of Jesmuth or of the later place-name of Jesmond.

THE COMMON FIELDS.

Jesmond, like other townships in Northumberland, was through
out the middle ages cultivated upon that common field system 
which has been so often described.9 The common field system 
briefly epitomized, was as follows: The houses of the cultivators all 
stood together in the village itself, each in its little garth or enclosure 
opening upon a village green. Beyond these lay a bare, uninclosed 
expanse of arable land divided into three huge fields. One of these 
fields grew an autumn-sown crop such as wheat or rye, another a 
spring-sown crop such as barley, oats, peas or beans, the third lay 
fallow, and the whole was cultivated according to an unvarying 
triennial rotation. Each of the three fields was divided up into 
flats, floors or sheths, which in their turn were sub-divided into 
half-acre rigs or strips separated from each other by balks of, 
unploughed turf. The holding of each cultivator in Northumber-

* *
.*■■■ 7 Testa de NeviU, H odgson’ s Northumberland, 'part I I I . , vol. i. p. 224,

8 Hundred Rolls, H odgson’s Northumberland, part I I I . ,  vol. i. p. 96.
9 See Arch. Aeliana , 16 N .S ., p. 121, and 17 N .S ., p. 1.


