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A l t h o u g h  N o r t h u m b e r l a n d  p o s s e s s e s  a la r g e  n u m b e r  o f  p r e 

h i s t o r i c  c a m p s , t h e  p r e h i s t o r ic  b u r i a ls  d is c o v e r e d  w it h i n  it s  

l i m i t s  a r e  n o t  c o r r e s p o n d i n g ly  n u m e r o u s .

I n  t h e  g r e a t  t e x t  b o o k  o f  th e  s u b je c t ,  B r i t i s h  B a r r o w s , o u t  

o f  tw o  h u n d r e d  a n d  t w e n t y  p r e h is t o r ic  b u r i a l  p la c e s  e x a m i n e d  

a n d  d e s c r ib e d  b y  t h e  R e v .  D r .  G r e e n w e l l ,  j u s t  t h i r t y  a r e  f o u n d  

in  N o r t h u m b e r l a n d ,  a n d  t w o  o n ly  o f  th e s e  o c c u r  o n  T y n e s i d e .  

T h i s  s e e m s  a  s m a l l  p r o p o r t io n , t a k i n g  in t o  c o n s id e r a t io n  t h e  

f a c t ,  t h a t  f o r  m a n y  y e a r s  D r .  G r e e n w e l l  w a s  r e s id e n t  a t  

G v i n g k a n i ,  o n  T y n e s i d e ,  a n d  h a d  t h e r e  a m p le  o p p o r t u n i t ie s  f o r  

o b s e r v a t io n .

T h e  f e r t i l e  lo w e r  r e a c h e s  o f  t h e  T y n e  h a v e  b e e n  a lm o s t  c o n 

t i n u o u s l y  u n d e r  t h e  s p a d e  a n d  p lo u g h  s in c e  p r e h i s t o r ic  t i m e s ;  

th is  m a y  a c c o u n t  f o r  f e w  t r a c e s  o f  e a r l y  b u r i a ls  r e m a i n i n g  th e r e .  

P r o b a b l y  m o s t  o f  th o s e  w h ic h  d id  e x i s t  w e r e  d e s t r o y e d  w h e n  

n o  i n t e r e s t  w a s  t a k e n  in  t h e m  a n d  n o  r e c o r d  w a s  k e p t  o f  t h e ir  

d is c o v e r y . T h i s  e x p la n a t i o n  d o e s  n o t  s e r v e  in  r e g a r d  to  t h e  

u p p e r  p o r t io n s  o f  t h e  w a t e r s h e d , w h ic h  a r e  a l m o s t  e x c lu s i v e ly  

u s e d  f o r  p a s t u r a g e . I n  th e s e  h i g h e r  r e a c h e s  th e  n u m e r o u s  

e v id e n c e s  o f  R o m a n  o c c u p a t i o n  w h ic h  s t i l l  e x i s t  s h o w  h o w  

l i t t l e  d is t u r b a n c e  o f  th e  s u r f a c e  h a s  t a k e n  p la c e  d u r i n g  t h e  la s t  

f i f t e e n  h u n d r e d  y e a r s .

W h i l e  m u c h  h a s  b e e n  d o n e  in  t h e  e x a m i n a t i o n  a n d  e x c a v a 

t io n  o f  R o m a n  s it e s , th e  m a n y  d if f ic u lt ie s  in  t h e  w a y  'o f  p r e 



h i s t o r i c  r e s e a r c h  a n d  th e  s m a l l  t a n g i b l e  r e s u l t s  p r o d u c e d  b y  it  

s e e m  to  h a v e  c a u s e d  it  to  b e  c o m p a r a t i v e ly  n e g l e c t e d . T o  

D r . G r e e n w e l l ,  t h e  la t e  R e v .  G e o r g e  R o m e  H a l l ,  a n d  C a p t a in  

R . C . H e d l e y  t h is  s o c ie t y  is  in d e b t e d  f o r  m a n y  o f  it s  r e c o r d s  o f  

p r e h i s t o r ic  T y n e d a l e .  M o s t ,  h o w e v e r , o f  t h e  d is c o v e r ie s  m a d e  

o f  p r e h i s t o r ic  r e m a in s  h a v e  b e e n  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  a c c i d e n t ;  a n  

e x t e n s i v e  a n d  f e r t i l e  f ie ld  f o r  r e s e a r c h  s t i l l ,  l ie s  o p e n  to  t h e  

s y s t e m a t i c  w o r k e r  w h o  w i l l  u n d e r t a k e  to  e x p lo r e  th e  T y n e s i d e  

h i l l s .  I t  w o u ld  b e  u s e f u l  a n d  i n t e r e s t in g  w o r k  f o r  s o m e  o f  t h e  

y o u n g e r  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  s o c ie t y , to  w h o m  th e  b i c y c l e  a n d  m o t o r  

c a r  a f fo r d  m e a n s  o f  r a p id  lo c o m o t io n  in  o u t l y i n g  d is t r ic t s ,  to  

u n d e r t a k e  t h e  e x a m i n a t i o n  a n d  d e s c r ip t io n  o f  t h e  p r e h i s t o r ic  

r e m a in s  to  b e  f o u n d  in  t h e  T y n e d a l e  c o u n t r y , r e c o r d in g  th o s e  

k n o w n  to  h a v e  b e e n  d e s t r o y e d , d e s c r ib in g - t h o s e  s t i l l  in  e x i s t e n c e  

a n d  n o t i n g  f o r  f u t u r e  g u i d a n c e  w h ic h  o f  t h e m  h a v e  b e e n  a lr e a d y  

e x c a v a t e d  o r  e x a m in e d .

I n  T y n e s i d e  t r a c e s  o f  t h e  e a r l y  S t o n e  A g e  a r e  n o t  f o u n d  as  

t h e y  a r e  in  m a n y  o f  o u r  s o u t h e r n  c o u n t ie s . E v i d e n c e  is w a n t 

in g  o f  its  o c c u p a t i o n  in  th e  E o l i t h i c ,  P a l a e o l i t h i c  a n d  M e s o l i t h i c  

p e r io d s . ' T h e  m e n  o f  th e  b e r g -b a t t e r e d  b e a c h e s , t h e  m e n  o f  

th e  b o u l d e r -h a t c h e d  h i l l  ’ p a s s e d  a w a y  a n d  l e f t  n o  t r a c e  b e h i n d .

I t  is  tr u e  t h a t  B r i t i s h  c a m p s  t h r o n g  t h e  N o r t h u m b r i a n  h i l l 

to p s , b u t  i t  is  d if f ic u lt  to  e s t im a t e , e v e n  a p p r o x i m a t e ly ,  t h e  la p s e  

o f  t i m e  s in c e  t h e y  w e r e  fir s t  m a d e  a n d  o c c u p ie d , o r  to  f ix  

d e f in i t e ly  to  w h a t  p e r i o d  t h e y  m a y  b e  a s c r ib e d . I t  h a s  c e r 

t a i n l y  b e e n  p r o v e d  b y  th e  e x c a v a t io n s  m a d e  b y  t h e  la t e  R e v .  

G e o r g e  R o m e  H a l l ,  t h a t  s o m e  o f  t h e m  w e r e  s t i l l  u s e d  in  t h e  

I r o n  A g e  a n d  d u r i n g  th e  R o m a n  o c c u p a t i o n  o f  th e  n o r t h  o f  

E n g l a n d .  O f  th e  N e o l i t h i c ,  o r  la t e r  S t o n e  A g e ,  a n d  o f  t h e  

B r o n z e  A g e  t h a t  o v e r la p p e d  a n d  w a s  c o n c u r r e n t  w it h  t h e  la t t e r  

p o r t io n  o f  i t ,  r e l ic s  a r e  n o t  u n c o m m o n  in  N o r t h u m b e r l a n d ,  a n d  

T y n e d a l e  s e e m s  to  p o s s e s s  it s  f a i r  s h a r e .

D u r i n g  th e  e a r ly  p a r t  o f  t h is  p e r io d  th e  c o u n t r y  w a s  h e ld , b y



a  s m a l l  a n d  d a r k -s k i n n e d  r a c e , p r o b a b l y  o f  E u r - a f r i c a n  d e s c e n t ,  

w h o  d i f f e r e d  g r e a t l y  f r o m  t h e i r  s u c c e s s o r s  b o th  in  t h e i r  p h y s ic a l  

c h a r a c t e r is t i c s  a n d  in  t h e i r  b u r i a l  c u s t o m s .

T h e  c o m m o n  u s e  o f  b r o n z e  s e e m s  to  h a v e  b e e n  in t r o d u c e d  

b y  th e  in c u r s io n  o f  a  E u r - a s i a n  r a c e , s u p p o s e d  to  h a v e  c o m e  to  

B r i t a i n  f r o m  S w it z e r la n d  a n d  c e n t r a l  E u r o p e , w h e r e  t h e y  h a d  

p r e v i o u s l y  s e t t le d  f o r  a  t i m e .  T h e i r  c o m i n g  f o r m s  o n e  o f  t h e  

g r e a t  la n d m a r k s  in  t h e  p r o g r e s s  o f  c i v i l i z a t i o n , a s t h e y  b r o u g h t  

w it h  t h e m  t h e  a r t  o f  w e a v i n g ,  th e  k n o w le d g e  o f  th e  m i n i n g  a n d  

s m e l t i n g  o f  m e t a ls  a n d  o f  t h e  w o r k i n g  o f  g o ld  a n d  b r o n z e .

T h e  N e o l i t h i c  a n d  B r o n z e  A g e s  m a y  b e  s a id  to  h a v e  t e r m i n 

a t e d  w it h  a n o t h e r  i n v a s i o n , w h e n  th e  n e w -c o m e r s ,  w h o  o v e r r a n  

t h e  la n d ,  b r o u g h t  w i t h  t h e m  a r m s  a n d  im p le m e n t s  o f  a n e w  

m e t a l ,  a n d  i n a u g u r a t e d  th e  I r o n  A g e  in  B r i t a i n .  .

T h i s  in v a s i o n  m a r k s  t h e  e m e r g e n c e  o f  B r i t a i n  f r o m  th e  p r e 

h i s t o r i c  p e r i o d — t h a t  is , t h e  f ir s t  e p o c h  in  it s  h i s t o r y  to  w h ic h  

e v e n  a n  a p p r o x i m a t e  d a t e  c a n  fie a s s ig n e d . P r o b a b l y  a s a fe  

g u e s s  w o u ld  p la c e  i t  b e t w e e n  f iv e  h u n d r e d  a n d  th r e e  h u n d r e d  

y e a r s  b e f o r e  th e  c o m m e n c e m e n t  o f  th e  C h r is t i a n  e r a .

M u c h  o f  t h e  c e r t a i n  k n o w le d g e  o f  p r e h is t o r ic  m a n  t h a t  w e  

p o s s e s s  is  d e r iv e d  f r o m  a s t u d y  o f  h is  b u r i a l  p la c e s , a n d  in  a n y  

a t t e m p t  to  b u i l d  u p  h is  h i s t o r y  o u r  c h ie f  t e x t -b o o k s  a r e  th e  

m e m o r i a l s  e r e c t e d  b y  h i s  l o v i n g  c a r e  to  h is  c h e r is h e d  d e a d .  

T h e y  b r i n g  d o w n  to  u s  m e s s a g e s  o f  h is  la b o u r s  a n d  h i s  w a r s , 

h is  lo v e s  a n d  h i s  h a t e s ;  t h e y * r e v e a l  to  u s  th e  i m p le m e n t s ,  a n d  

w e a p o n s  o f  th e  m a n , t h e  t r i n k e t s  a n d  je w e l le r y  o f  t h e  w o m a n  

a n d  t h e  t o y s  a n d  p l a y t h i n g s  o f  th e  c h i ld .  T h e y  s h o w  u s  th e  

b u i l d  a n d  s t a t u r e  o f  t h e  m a n  h i m s e l f  a n d  t h e y  in d ic a t e  to  u s  h is  

r o b e s  o f  h id e s  a n d  s k in s  a n d  h is  d r e ss  o f  w o v e n  m a t e r i a ls .  T h e y  

e x p l a i n  to  u s  h i s  m e t h o d s  o f  w o r k  i n  h a c k i n g , c h i p p i n g ,  f la k i n g  

a n d  p o l i s h i n g  s t o n e , h i s  w o n d r o u s  s k i l l  in  m e t a l  w o r k , a n d  h is  

c o m p a r a t i v e ly  r u d e  a t t e m p t s  in  t h e  m o d e l l i n g  a n d  d e c o r a t io n  o f  

v e s s e ls  o f  b a k e d  c la y . F r o m  t h e m  w e  le a r n  b o t h  th e  a n im a ls



h e  h u n t e d  f o r  f o o d  a n d  th o s e  h e  h a d  m a n a g e d  to  d o m e s t ic a t e ,  

a n d  t h e y  y i e ld  u p  to  o u r  s e a r c h  o v e n  t h e  b i t s  o f  h is  h o r s e s  a n d  

t h e  v e r v  w h e e ls  o f  h is  c h a r i o t s . 1

T h u s  f r o m  th e  d e a t h le s s  h o u s e s  o f  t h e i r  d e a d  w e  a r e  a b le  to  

g l e a n  a  c e r t a in  k n o w le d g e  o f  o u r  e a r l y  a n c e s t o r s , w h i c h  s h o w s  

u s  t h a t  t h e  n a k e d  p a in t e d  s a v a g e  w e  r e a d  o f  in  o u r  s c h o o l -d a y s  

w a s  o n ly  a  b a s e le s s  m y t h  a n d  a  c r e a t u r e  o f  t h e  i m a g i n a t i o n . 2

T h e  g r e a t  w o r k s  o f  G e n e r a l  P i t t  R iv e r s  a n d  P r o f e s s o r  B o y d  

D a w k i n s  a r e  u n f o r t u n a t e ly  c o s t ly  a n d  r a r e , a n d  t h u s  o u t  o f  t h e  

r e a c h  o f  m o s t  rea d ers ,*  b u t  G r e e n w e lT s  jB r i t i s h  B a r r o w s , B a t e 

m a n ’ s T e n  Y e a r s '  D i g g i n g s , L l e w e l l y n n  J e w i t t ’ s G r a v e  M o u n d s  

a n d  th e ir  C o n te n ts ,  a n d  W i n d l e ’ s R e m a i n s  o f  th e  P r e h i s t o r i c  A g e  

i n  E n g l a n d  a r e  u s e f u l  a n d  e a s i ly  a c c e s s ib le  b o o k s  o f  r e f e r e n c e  

c o n c e r n i n g  e a r l y  B r i t i s h  g r a v e  m o u n d s  a n d  b u r i a ls .  T h e  l a s t -  

n a m e d  o f  t h e s e  b o o k s  c o n t a in s  a  l i s t  o f  t w e n t y -s e v e n  p la c e s  in  

N o r t h u m b e r la n d  w h e r e  b a r r o w s  h a v e  b e e n  f o u n d .  T h i s  l i s t  is  

a m e a g r e  a n d  i m p e r f e c t  o n e , a n d  it s  c o m p le t i o n  o r  e x t e n s i o n  is  

u r g e n t l y  n e e d e d .

A s  a  s l i g h t  i n s t a l m e n t  o f  s u c h  a  m u c h -n e e d e d  w o r k , w h i l e  

p u t t i n g  o n  r e c o r d  th e  f in d i n g  a n d  u n e a r t h i n g  o f  t w o  p r e h i s t o r ic  

b u r i a ls  a t  D i l s t o n  p a r k , I  h a v e  a d d e d  a  f e w  p e r s o n a l  n o t e s  o n  

d is c o v e r ie s  o f  l i k e  c h a r a c t e r  in  t h e  d is t r ic t s  o f  s o u t h  N o r t h 

u m b e r la n d  l y i n g  in  th e  w a t e r s h e d  o f  t h e  T y n e  t h a t  h a v e  c o m e  

u n d e r  m y  o w n  s p e c ia l  n o t ic e .

H O W F O R D .

I n  t h e  y e a r  1 8 5 6 ,  w h i le  th e  B o r d e r  c o u n t ie s  s e c t io n  o f  t h e  

N o r t h  B r i t i s h  r a i l w a y  w a s  b e i n g  m a d e , a  c is t  w a s  d is c o v e r e d  in  

a d e e p  c u t t i n g  n e a r  H o w f o r d  a n d  a t  a  s h o r t  d is t a n c e  a b o v e  t h e  

m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  n o r t h  a n d  s o u t h  T y n e .  I t  c o n t a in e d  a  s k e le t o n

1 B. C. A . W indle , Remains o f  the Prehistoric A ge in England, pages 286-287.
2 ‘ In  our moist and cold climate paint is an insufficient costum e.5— Dr.

Greenwell’s address at Catterick.



in  t h e  u s u a l  d o u b l e d -u p  p o s i t i o n ,  a n d  a n  u r n  w h ic h  w a s  f c o l 

le c t e d  5 b y  t h e  la t e  M r .  F a i r l e s s  o f  H e x h a m ,  a n d  is  n o w  i n  t h e  

B r i t i s h  m u s e u m . W h e n  I  s a w  t h e  c i s t  a  f e w  d a y s  a f t e r  i t s  d i s 

c o v e r y  i t  w a s  e m p t y ;  th r e e  o f  th e  s id e s  w e r e  s t a n d in g , th e  to p  

s to n e  r e s t i n g  u p o n  t h e m  b e i n g  a b o u t  tw o  f e e t  b e lo w  th e  s u r f a c e  

o f  th e  s o i l .  T h e  c is t  h a d  b e e n  b r o k e n  in t o  o n  t h e  w e s t  s id e ,  

w h i c h  w a s  f lu s h  w i t h  t h e  e a s t  b a n k -s i d e  o f  th e  c u t t i n g . I n  s iz e  

a n d  s h a p e  i t  w a s  l i k e  t h o s e  f o u n d  r e c e n t ly  a t  D i l s t o n  P a r k 3 a n d  

i t  w a s  a  t y p i c a l  B r o n z e  A g e  b u r i a l .

BIR T L E Y  AND NEIGHBOURHOOD AND GUNNER PEAK.

F r o m  1 8 8 0  to  1 8 8 7 ,  in  c o m p a n y  w i t h  th e  la t e  R e v .  G e o r g e  

R o m e  H a l l ,  I  v i s i t e d  m a n y  o f  t h e  n u m e r o u s  B r i t i s h  "r e m a i n s  h e  

d is c o v e r e d  a n d  e x c a v a t e d  in  t h e  n e i g h b o u r h o o d  o f  B i r t l e y  -a n d  

G u n n e r t o n  a n d  m a d e  a  s e r ie s  o f  p h o t o g r a p h s  a t  th e  G u n n e r  P e a k  

c a m p . A s  m o s t  o f  h is  d is c o v e r ie s  a r e  r e c o r d e d  in  th e  

A r c h a e o l o g i a  A e l i c m a , i t  is  n e e d le s s  to  s a y  m o r e  t h a n  t h a t  m a n y  

o f  th e  o b je c t s  h e  d is c o v e r e d  in  h is  e x c a v a t io n s  w e r e  s e n t  to  t h e  

m u s e u m  a t  A l n w i c k  c a s t le ,  a n d  t h a t  s u b s e q u e n t  v i s i t s  h a v e  

s h o w n  t h a t  t h e  t r a c e s  o f  m a n y  o f  h i s  d is c o v e r ie s  a n d  e x c a v a 

t io n s  h a v e  n o w  q u i t e  d is a p p e a r e d .

CHOLLERFORD.

I n  1 8 8 6  a  c is t , c o v e r e d  b y  a  la r g e  a n d  m a s s iv e -s t o n e , s i x  f e e t  

l o n g  a n d  o v e r  f iv e  f e e t  w id e , w a s  f o u n d  in  th e  g a r d e n  o f  t h e  

s t a t i o n  m a s t e r  a t  C h o l le r f o r d ,  w h i c h  c o n t a in e d  s o m e  b o n e s  a n d  

a  w o r k e d  f l in t .  I t  w a s  d e s c r ib e d  b y  t h e  R e v .  G e o r g e  R o m e  H a l l  

in  t h e  P r o c e e d i n g s  o f  t h e  T y n e s id e  N a t u r a l i s t s '  F i e l d  C lu b , a n d  

s o m e  n o t e s  u p o n  i t  a p p e a r  in  t h e  P r o c e e d i n g s  o f  th e  s o c ie t y . 4 I t  

w a s  w i t h i n  a  f e w  y a r d s  o f  t h e  b a n k s  o f  th e  N o r t h  T y n e ,  b u t  o u t



o f  r e a c h  o f  t h e  h i g h e s t  f lo o d  a n d  o n ly  a  f e w  in c h e s  b e lo w  t h e  

s u r f a c e  o f  t h e  s o i l . A n  i l lu s t r a t i o n  o f  i t  a p p e a r s  in. t h e  f o u r t h  

v o lu m e  o f  t h e  N e w  H i s t o r y  o f  N o r t h u m b e r l a n d , p a g e  1 6 9 ,  m a d e  

f r o m  m y  p h o t o g r a p h  o f  i t ,  b u t  t h e  d a te  o f  t h e  d is c o v e r y  is  g i v e n  

th e r e  in  e r r o r  a s  1 8 6 8  in s t e a d  o f  1 8 8 6 .

TARRET BURN.

I n  1 8 8 9  a  c is t  w a s  d is c lo s e d  n e a r  t h e  S n e e p , o n  t h e  r i g h t  

b a n k  o f  t h e  T a r r e t  b u r n , b y  th e  f a l l i n g  a w a y  o f  a  g r a v e l  b a n k  

w h ic h  h a d  b e e n  u n d e r m i n e d  b y  th e  f lo o d e d  s t r e a m . I t  l a y  o n  

a p r e t t y  p ie c e  o f  h e a t h e r -c la d  m o o r l a n d  a n d  I  c a m e  u p o n  it  

s h o r t ly  a f t e r w a r d s  w h ile  g r o u s e  s h o o t i n g  t h e r e . W h e n  f o u n d ,  

i t  c o n t a in e d  th e  s k e le t o n  o f  a  w o m a n  o f  a b o u t  t w e n t y - f i v e  y e a r s  

o f  a g e  a n d  a  v e s s e l  o f  b a k e d  c la y  o f  th e  b e a k e r  o r  d r i n k i n g - c u p  

t y p e . P a p e r s  o n  th e  c is t  a n d  it s  c o n t e n t s , b y  C a p t a i n  R .  C e c il  

H e d l e y  a n d  D r .  L a i n g ,  a p p e a r e d  in  th e  f i f t e e n t h  v o l u m e  o f  

A r c h a e o l o g i a  A e l i a n a . 4 W h e n  t h e  s k e le t o n  w a s  f o u n d  t h e  s k u l l  

w a s  in  a  f in e  s ta te  o f  p r e s e r v a t i o n , a n d  a n  a m u s i n g  i n c i d e n t  

o c c u r r e d  in  c o n n e x i o n  w it h  it .  W h i l e  m a k i n g  a  p h o t o g r a p h  

o f  i t  to  i l lu s t r a t e  M r .  H e d l e y 's  p a p e r  I  w a s  m u c h  p u z z le d  b y  t h e  

a p p e a r a n c e  o f  o n e  o f  t h e  in c is o r s  o f  t h e  u p p e r  ja w . A l l  t h e  

o th e r  t e e t h  w e r e  s o u n d  a n d  p e r f e c t  a n d  o f  t h e  r i c h  c o lo u r  o f  o ld  

iv o r y , b u t  t h i s  in c i s o r  w a s  m u c h  w h it e r  a n d  s h o w e d  s i g n s  o f  

d e c a y , w h i c h  s u g g e s t e d  a  p r e h i s t o r ic  o r ig i n  f o r  t o o t h a c h e . C a r e 

f u l  e n q u ir ie s  s h o w e d  t h a t  t h e  t e e t h  w h e n  f o u n d  l a y  lo o s e  

a n d  d e t a c h e d  in  t h e  b o t t o m  o f  t h e  c is t , a n d  w e r e  s e n t  w i t h  t h e  

s k u l l  to  a  d e n t i s t  to  b e  c e m e n t e d  in  t h e i r  r e s p e c t iv e  s o c k e t s .  

T h e  d e n t i s t ,  f in d i n g  t h a t  o n e  p r o m i n e n t  in c i s o r  w a s  m i s s i n g ,  

a n d  b e i n g  a n x io u s  to  t u r n  o u t  a  n e a t  jo b ,  s u p p l ie d  i t s  p la c e  w i t h  

o n e  e x t r a c t e d  f r o m  a  f o r m e r  p a t i e n t .  P r e h i s t o r i c  t o o t h a c h e  is  

y e t  a n  o p e n  q u e s t io n , b u t  t h a t  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  t o o t h  s t i l l  

r e m a in s  in  t h e  p r e h i s t o r ic  ja w .



T h e r e  w a s  n o  e v i d e n c e  a t  H o w f o r d ,  T a r r e t  b u r n  o r  C h o l le r 

f o r d , t h a t  a n y  b a r r o w  o v e r  t h e  c is t s  h a d  e v e r  e x i s t e d , b u t  T a r r e t  

b u r n  w a s  t h e  o n ly  p la c e  w h e r e  s u c h  e v id e n c e  w a s  to  b e  e x p e c t e d ,  

a s t h e  l o n g  a n d  c o n t i n u o u s  c o u r s e  o f  c u l t i v a t i o n  w h ic h  h a s  g o n e  

o n  a t  H o w f o r d  a n d  C h o l le r f o r d  m u s t  h a v e  t e n d e d  to  e f fa c e  a ll  

s u r f a c e  i n e q u a l i t i e s .

T H E  DILSTON PARK BURIALS.

T h e  r u i n s  o f  t h e  n o r t h -w e s t e r n  t o w e r  o f  t h e  c p le a s a n t  D i l s t o n  

h a l l '  o f  t h e  o ld  N o r t h u m b r i a n  b a l l a d , L o r d  D e r w e n tw a te r ’ s 

L a m e n t ,  s t a n d  o n  a  c o m m a n d i n g  h e i g h t  o n  th e  r i g h t  b a n k  o f  

t h e  D e v i l 's  w a t e r ,  a b o u t  h a l f  a  m i l e  f r o m  its  c o n f lu e n c e  w it h  

th e  T y n e .  B e l o w , to  t h e  w e s t , in  t h e  a n g le  , f o r m e d  b y  t h i s  

ju n c t i o n ,  l i e s  a  r a n g e  o f  f e r t i l e  h a u g h s , w h ic h  f o r m e d  p a r t  o f  

t h e  n o b l e  p a r k  a t t a c h e d  to  t h e  h a l l  d u r i n g  t h e  t i m e  i t  w a s  

h e ld  b y  t h e  R a d c l i f f e s .  A f t e r  t h e  e x e c u t i o n  o f  J a m e s , t h i r d  

e a r l  o f  D e r w e n t w a t e r ,  in  1 7 1 6 ,  f o r  th e  le a d i n g  p a r t  h e  t o o k  i n  t h e  

J a c o b i t e  r e b e l l i o n  o f  1 7 1 5 ,  h is  e s ta te s  w e r e  f o r f e i t e d  to  t h e  c r o w n  

a n d  a f t e r w a r d s  g i v e n  to  t h e  R o y a l  H o s p i t a l  f o r  S e a m e n  a t  G r e e n 

w ic h . U n d e r  t h e  c o m m i s s io n e r s  a p p o in t e d  to  m a n a g e  t h e  

e s t a t e s  t h e  p a r k  w a s  c u t  u p  f o r  a r a b le  l a n d ,  b u t  p la c e  n a m e s  s t i l l  

i n d ic a t e  it s  f o r m e r  u s e . I t s  c h i e f  f a r m s t e a d  is  s t i l l  c a l le d  

D i l s t o n  p a r k ,  a n d  a n  a n c i e n t  w e l l  o n  t h e  r o a d  s id e  n e a r  it s  

w e s t e r n  b o u n d a r y ,  w h i c h  o n c e  p o s s e s s e d  a  g r e a t  r e p u t a t io n  f o r  

t h e  c u r e  o f  s c r o f u l a ,  r e t a in s  t h e  n a m e  o f  4 t h e  p a r k  w e l l . '

L o c a l  r e c o r d s  t e l l  o f  a  d is c o v e r y  o f  p r e h i s t o r ic  r e m a in s  m a d e  

in  D i l s t o n  p a r k  in  S e p t e m b e r , 1 8 3 0 ,  w h e n  th e  m e n  e m p l o y e d  in  

l e v e l l i n g  t h e  N e w c a s t l e  r o a d  c a m e  u p o n  a  c is t  c o n t a i n i n g  a 

s k e le t o n . N o  e x a c t  r e c o r d  e x i s t s  o f  th e  s p o t  w h e r e  i t  w a s  f o u n d ,  

b u t  t h e r e  is  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  i t  m u s t  h a v e  b e e n  a l i t t l e  w e s t  o f  

W i d e h a u g h  a n d  n o t  f a r  f r o m  t h e  s ite  o f  t h e  r e c e n t  d is c o v e r ie s .

I n  t h e  s p r i n g  o f  la s t  y e a r ,  h a v i n g  h e a r d  a  r u m o u r  t h a t , s o m e  

u r n s  s u p p o s e d  to  b e  R o m a n  h a d  b e e n  f o u n d  a t  D i l s t o n  p a r k , I  a t





o n c e  w e n t  t h e r e  to  m a k e  e n q u ir ie s  o f  M r . P i g g ,  th e  t e n a n t  o f  

t h e  f a r m .  I n  h i s  p o s s e s s io n  I  f o u n d  t h r e e  e a r l y  B r i t i s h  f u n e r e a l  

v e s s e ls , o f  t h e  t y p e  u s u a l l y  k n o w n  a s  d r i n k i n g  c u p s .

A s  h a n d le d  v e s s e ls  h a v e  o c c a s io n a l ly  b e e n  f o u n d , h a v i n g  

s i m i l a r  d e c o r a t io n , a n d  e v i d e n t l y  in t e n d e d  f o r  a c t u a l  h o u s e h o ld  

u s e  a s  d r i n k i n g  c u p s , in  s p e a k i n g  o f  th o s e  ju s t  f o u n d  i t  .m a y  b e  

b e t t e r  to  c a l l  t h e m  b e a k e r s , a  n a m e  u s e d  b y  s o m e  r e c e n t  w r it e r s  

f o r  v e s s e ls  o f  t h i s  t y p e .

T h e  t h r e e  b e a k e r s  w e r e  in  g o o d  c o n d i t io n  b u t  s o m e  p o r t io n s  

o f  t h e  l i p s  w e r e  m i s s i n g  in  e a c h . M r . P i g g ’ s s o n , w h o  f o u n d  

t h e m , s a id  t h a t  w h i le  p l o u g h i n g ,  h e  n o t ic e d  t h a t  in  p a s s i n g  

a  c e r t a i n  s p o t  t h e  p lo u g h s h a r e  t w ic e  o r  t h r ic e  s t r u c k  a  la r g e  

s t o n e  t h a t  it  f a i l e d  to  m o v e . O n  e x a m in a t io n  t h is  p r o v e d  to  b e  

a  la r g e  a n d  h e a v y  s la b , ly in g ' a b o u t  a  f o o t  b e lo w  t h e  s u r f a c e  

o f  t h e  s o i l ,  w h i c h  h e  w a s  u n a b le  to  l i f t .  A f t e r  f i n i s h i n g  w o r k  

f o r  t h e  d a y  h e  r e t u r n e d  to  th e  s p o t  w it h  h is  b r o t h e r , a n d  w it h  

a  c r o w b a r  t h e y  r a is e d  t h e  s to n e  a n d  f o u n d  u n d e r  i t  a  s m a l l  

s q u a r e  c h a m b e r  c o n t a i n i n g  t h e  t h r e e  b e a k e r s , o n e  o f  w h ic h  s to o d  

e r e c t , th e  tw o  o th e r s  h a d  f a l l e n  a n d  la y  o n  t h e i r  s id e s . T h e r e  

s e e m e d  t o  b e  n o t h i n g  m o r e  in  th e  c h a m b e r  e x c e p t  a  s p r i n k l i n g  

o f  s o i l  o n  i t s  s t o n e  f lo o r , t h e  c o n d i t io n  o f  w h i c h  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  

a t  s o m e  t i m e  t h e r e 'm u s t  h a v e  b e e n  a  f lo w  o f  w a t e r  t h r o u g h  t h e  

b o t t o m  o f  t h e  c h a m b e r .

A s  i t  s e e m e d  i m p o r t a n t  t h a t  im m e d i a t e  s e a r c h  s h o u ld  b e  

m a d e  f o r  t h e  m i s s i n g  p o r t io n s  o f  th e  b e a k e r s , w e  s e c u r e d  a  s p a d e ,  

a t r o w e l  a n d  a s ie v e , a n d  a t  o n c e  w e n t  to  e x a m i n e  t h e  c is t  a n d  

t h e  d is t u r b e d  s o i l  a b o u t  it . T h e  i l lu s t r a t i o n ,  p a g e  1 3 3 ,  s h e w s  t h e  

a p p e a r a n c e  o f  t h e  o p e n  c is t , w h ic h  w a s  n e a r  th e  w e s t  .e n d  o f  a  

f ie ld ,  l y i n g  i m m e d i a t e l y  to  th e  w e s t  o f  a  m o d e m  h o u s e  c a l le d  

D i l s t o n  p la i n s ,  a n d  a b o u t  t w e n t y  y a r d s  s o u th  o f  th e  N e w c a s t le  

a n d  C a r l i s le  r o a d . T h e  w a l ls  o f  t h e  c i s t  w e r e  f o r m e d  o f  f o u r  t h i n  

s la b s  o f  s a n d s t o n e , se t  o n  e d g e  a n d  r e s t i n g  o n  a  s to n e  f lo o r . T h e  

m a s s iv e  s t o n e  w h i c h  f o r m e d  it s  c o v e r  h a d  a p p a r e n t ly  b e e n





b r o u g h t  f r o m  t h e  b e d  o f  t h e  D e v i l ’ s w a t e r , a b o u t  h a l f  a  m i l e  d is 

t a n t ,  w h e r e  th e r e  is  a n  o u t c r o p  o f  s i m i l a r  s to n e  j u s t  b e lo w  D i l s t o n  

m i l l .  A  c a r e f u l  s i f t i n g  o f  a l l  th e  d is t u r b e d  s o i l  g a v e  u s  s o m e  

m i s s i n g  p ie c e s  o f  th e  b e a k e r s , . m a n y  s c r a p s  o f  p a r t i a l l y  b u r n t  

b o n e s , p o r t io n s  o f  f o u r  h u m a n  t e e t h , a n d  a f e w  s m a l l  p ie c e s  o f  

c h a r c o a l  m a d e  f r o m  s o m e  h a r d  w o o d .

M r .  W .  C . B .  B e a u m o n t , M . P . ,  o f  B y w e l l  h a l l ,  to  w h o m , as  

o w n e r  o f  t h e  s o i l ,  t h e  b e a k e r s  b e lo n g e d , h a v i n g  b e e n  in f o r m e d  

o f  th e  d is c o v e r y , k i n d l y  p la c e d  a t  m y  d is p o s a l  th e  s e r v ic e s  o f  

h i s  c h i e f  w o o d m a n  a n d  s o m e  la b o u r e r s  f o r  f u r t h e r  s e a r c h . 4 B y  

c a r e f u l l y  p r o b i n g  th e  s o i l  f o r  s o m e  d is t a n c e  a r o u n d  th e  c is t ,  

a n o t h e r  la r g e  s to n e  w a s  f o u n d , ' l y i n g  a b o u t  tw o  y a r d s  f a r t h e r  

e a s t . A s  t h i s  w a s  e v i d e n t l y  th e  c o v e r  o f  a s e c o n d  c is t , b e fo r e  

r e m o v i n g  i t  I  s e n t  n o t ic e  to  M r .  B e a u m o n t  to  g i v e  h i m  a n  o p p o r 

t u n i t y  o f  s e e i n g  it s  o p e n i n g . U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  h e  w a s  u n a b l e  to  

b e  p r e s e n t , b u t  h i s  a g e n t ,  M r . J . C . B a l d e n ,  c a m e  in  h is  s te a d .  

W h e n  t h e  e a r t h  h a d  b e e n  c le a r e d  a w a y  f r o m  t h e  to p  o f  t h e  s to n e  

a p h o t o g r a p h  ( c i s t  B ,  p . 1 3 5 )  w a s  t a k e n , s h o w i n g  th e  c o v e r  o f  t h e  

c is t  j u s t  a s i t  l a y  w h e n  f ir s t  p u t  in  it s  p la c e  s o m e  t h o u s a n d s  o f  

y e a r s  a g o , a n d  p r e p a r a t i o n s  w e r e  t h e n  m a d e  f o r  r a i s i n g  t h e  c o v e r  

a n d  r e v e a l i n g  t h e  c o n t e n t s  o f  t h e  c is t .

T h e  s p o r t s m a n  w h o  k n o w s  t h e  k e e n  a n x i e t y  o f  t h e  g u n n e r ,  

q u i e t l y  w o r k i n g  u p  to  h i s  d o g s ,  b a c k i n g  e a c h  o t h e r  a t  p o i n t ;  

o r  h e a r i n g , c r o u c h e d  in  h i s  h e a t h e r -s h e l t e r e d  b u t t ,  t h e  w a r n i n g  

c r y  o f  ‘ M a - a r k ,  m a - a r k , ’ a s  th e  g r o u s e  r is e  f a r  in  f r o n t  o f  th e  

b e a t e r s  a n d  s w e e p  d o w n  w i n d  t o w a r d s  h i m  ; o r  th e  a n g le r  w h o  h a s  

h o o k e d  a n d  p la y e d  h is  f ir s t  s p r i n g  f is h  a n d  is  t r y i n g  to  b r i n g  i t  

w i t h i n  r e a c h  o f  t h e  g a f f ,  m a y  r e a l iz e  s o m e t h i n g  o f  th e  f e e l i n g s  

o f  t h e  a n t i q u a r y  a w a i t i n g  h i s  f ir s t  p e e p  in t o  a  n e w l y - f o u n d  p r e 

h i s t o r i c  c is t .

T h e r e  w a s  a  h u s h  o f  e x p e c t a t i o n  a s  t h e  c r o w b a r  w a s  in s e r t e d

4 The thanks of our society are due to M r. Beaumont for the facilities he 
afforded for the examination and preservation of the cists.— J. P. G.
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I. 2‘
b eak ers from  cist a in d ils to n  park . (Scale, one half linear.) 

From photographs by Mr, J. P. Gibson.
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a n d  t h e  c is t  c o v e r  s lo w ly  r a is e d , a n d  a  s ig h  o f  d is a p p o i n t m e n t  

a s  th e  s to n e  f e l l  b a c k  a n d  d is c lo s e d  o n ly  a  c h a m b e r  h a l f  f u l l  o f  

fin e  s o i l ,  w h ic h  in  t h e  l o n g  c o u r s e  o f  a g e s  h a d  b e e n  c a r r ie d  in t o

3. BEAKER FROM CIST A IN DILSTON DARK.
(One half linear.)

From a photograph by Mr. J. P. Gibe on.

i t  b y  th e  p e r c o la t io n  o f  s u r f a c e  w a t e r . N e a r  it s  c e n t r e  w a s  a  

h e a p  o f  l i g h t l y  t u r n e d  e a r t h , e v i d e n t ly  th e  w o r k  o f  a n  in d u s t r i o u s  

m o le  t h a t  h a d  g a in e d  a c c e s s  to  t h e  c is t  a t  o n e  c o r n e r  w h e r e  t h e  

s to n e s  h a d  n o t  a c lo s e  jo i n t .



M a n y  o f  t h e  b e a k e r s  in  c is ts  o f  t h e  B r o n z e  P e r i o d , w h e n  

f o u n d ,  h a v e  n o t  b e e n  s t a n d i n g  e r e c t , a s  i t  m i g h t  n a t u r a l l y  b e  

s u p p o s e d  t h e y  w o u ld  b e  w h e n  t h e  c is t  w a s  c lo s e d . A s  t h e r e  

seem ed ^  n o  m e a n s  o f  a c c o u n t i n g  f o r  t h e i r  o v e r t u r n  a f t e r  th e  

c l o s i n g  o f  t h e  c is t ,  m a n y  t h e o r ie s  m o r e  o r  le s s  s e n t i m e n t a l  h a v e  

b e e n  o f fe r e d  in  e x p la n a t i o n  o f  t h is  p u z z le . A s  th e s e  v e s s e ls  h a v e  

a  n a r r o w  b a s e , w h ic h  is  o f t e n  u n e v e n , t h e y  a r e  t o p -h e a v y  a n d  

a r e  e a s i ly  u p s e t . N o  d o u b t  m a n y  o f  th e s e  o v e r t u r n s  h a v e  b e e n  

m a d e  b y  th e  b l i n d  m i n e r ,  w h o  c o u ld  e a s i ly  g a in  a c c e s s  to  th e  

c is t s  a n d  w o u ld  th e r e  f in d  c o m f o r t a b le  q u a r t e r s  r e a d y  m a d e ,  

w h e r e  h i s  m o v e m e n t s  m i g h t  s o o n  u p s e t  a n y  b e a k e r s  t h e y  

c o n t a in e d . P r o b i n g  t h e  lo o s e  e a r t h  w it h  m y  f in g e r s , I  w a s  

d e l i g h t e d  t o  f in d  s o m e t h i n g  h a r d  a n d  c u r v e d , w h ic h  t u r n e d  o u t  to  

b e  t h e  r i m  o f  a  v e s s e l . T h e  c a r e f u l  u s e  o f  t h e  t r o w e l  s o o n  t u r n e d  

o u t  t w o  b e a k e r s  in  f a i r  c o n d i t io n  a n d  s i m i l a r  in  t y p e  to  t h o s e  f o u n d  

i n  t h e  f ir s t  c is t . T h e y  h a d  b e e n  o v e r t u r n e d  a n d  b o t h  l a y  a t  t h e  

s o u t h -w e s t  e n d  o f  t h e  c is t . A t  t h e  s o u t h -e a s t  s id e  o f  t h e  c is t  

t h e r e  h a d  b e e n  a  d e p o s i t  o f  a s h e s , b u t  i t  w a s  im p o s s i b l e  to  s a y  

w h e t h e r  t h e y  h a d  s i m p l y  b e e n  p la c e d  o n  t h e  f lo o r  o f  t h e  c is t  o r  

h a d  o r i g i n a l l y  b e e n  e n c lo s e d  in  a  s k in  o r  o t h e r  r e c e p t a c le  o f  

p e r i s h a b le  m a t e r i a l .

• T h e  d is t a n c e  b e t w e e n  t h e  tw o  c is ts  w a s  tw o  y a r d s ,  a n d  th e  

lo n g e r  a x is  o f  b o t h  o f  t h e m  l a y  E J S T .E . a n d  W . S . W .

T h e  i l lu s t r a t i o n , p a g e  1 3 7 ,  o f  t h e  s e c o n d  c is t  o p e n  s h o w s  th e  

r e la t iv e  s iz e  o f  t h e  c h a m b e r  a n d  t h e  b e a k e r s  i t  c o n t a in e d , a n d  i t  

a ls o  in d ic a t e s  o n  t h e  l e f t  t h e  l i n e  o f  th e  N e w c a s t le  a n d  C a r l i s le  

r o a d .

A s  a  c o n s i d e r a b le  a m o u n t  o f  tr e s p a s s  w a s  c a u s e d  b y  c u r io u s  

v i s i t o r s  c o m i n g  f r o m  t h e  a d j a c e n t  r o a d  to  e x a m i n e  t h e  c is ts ,  

a n d  a s  t h e  s to n e s  o f  w h ic h  t h e y  w e r e  c o m p o s e d  l a y  in  th e  w a y  

o f  t h e  p l o u g h  a n d  i n t e r f e r e d  w i t h  it s  w o r k , i t  w a s  d e c id e d  t h a t  

t h e y  m u s t  b e  r e m o v e d . A s  a  m e a n s  o f  p r e s e r v i n g  t h e m  f r o m  

t o t a l  d e s t r u c t i o n , I  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  th e  s to n e s  o f  w h ic h  th e  c is ts
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b eak ers from  c ist  B in d ils to n  p ark . (Scale, one half linear.)
From photographs by Mr. J . P. Gibson.
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w e r e  c o m p o s e d  m i g h t  b e  n u m b e r e d  a n d  p la c e d  n e a r  D i l s t o n  c a s t le  

in  t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  a r r a n g e m e n t , a n d  t h e y  n o w  a p p e a r  n e a r  th e  

d o o r w a y  o f  D i l s t o n  c a s t le  a s tw o  d o lm e n s  in  m i n i a t u r e , w h i c h ,  

w it h  r e a s o n a b le  c a r e , m a y  f o r m  a  v e r y  la s t in g ' a n d  i n t e r e s t i n g  

r e c o r d  o f  th e  d is c o v e r y .

D u r i n g ' th e  B r o n z e  A g e  th e  s iz e  o f  b u r i a l  m o u n d s  a n d  

c h a m b e r s  a p p e a r s  to  h a v e  b e e n  d e c r e a s e d , a n d  th e  c is t  b e c a m e  

a r e c e p t a c le  f o r  a  s in g le  i n t e r m e n t , n o t  m e a n t  to  b e  o p e n e d  f o r  

s u b s e q u e n t  b u r i a ls .

M a n y  c is ts  h a v e  b e e n  f o u n d  in  th e  n o r t h  w it h  n o  t r a c e s  o f  

a n y  n m u n d  o v e r  t h e m . T h e  q u e s t io n  a r is e s , h a s  t h e r e  e v e r  

b e e n  a n y  m o u n d  o v e r  th e s e  tw o  c is ts  ? T h e r e  s e e m s  n q .v i s i b l e  

tr a c e  o f  a n y , b u t  o n  th e  o t h e r  h a n d , i f  o n e  h a d  e x i s t e d , a  l o n g  

c o u r s e  o f  c u l t i v a t i o n  o f  t h e  la n d  m i g h t  e a s i ly  a c c o u n t  f o r  it s  

t o t a l  o b l i t e r a t i o n .

THE BURIALS,.
A s  n o  s to n e  o r  m e t a l  w e a p o n s , im p le m e n t s ,  o r  o r n a m e n t s  

w e r e  f o u n d  in  e i t h e r  of. t h e  c is t s , th e  „ in t e r e s t  in  t h e m  is  

c e n t r e d  in  th e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  b u r i a ls  a n d  th e  f u n e r e a l  v e s s e ls  

a c c o m p a n y i n g  t h e m . " P  ^

A s  r e g a r d s  th e  q u e s t i o n ' .o f  in h u m a t i o n  o r  c r e m a t io n , t h e  

f o l l o w i n g  f a c t s ,  t h a t  I  c a n  p e r s o n a l l y  v o u c h  f o r ,  le a v e , I  t h i n k ,  

n o  d o u b t  t h a t  b o t h  th e  D i l s t o n  p a r k  c is ts  c o n t a in e d  b u r i a ls  

a f t e r  c r e m a t i o n :—  ' A '  / u  v

1 . N o  u n b u r n t  b o n e s  w e r e  f o u n d , a l t h o u g h  th e  s o i l  in  a n d

a b o u t  t h e  c is ts  w a s  t h o r o u g h ly  a n d  c a r e f u l l y  s i f t e d .

2 .  S c r a p s  o f  p a r t i a l l y  b u r n t  b o n e s  w e r e  f o u n d  in  b o t h  c is ts .

b . I n  c is t  B  t h e r e  w a s  a  d i s t i n c t  h e a p  o f  a s h e s  o n  t h e  f lo o r

o f  th e  c is t . ■ ■ i

4 . S m a l l  p ie c e s  o f  c h a r c o a l w e r e  M o u n d  in  b o t h  c is ts .

5 . P o r t io n s  o f  f o u r  h u m a n  t e e t h  f r o m  c is t  A  h a d  e v i d e n t ly  

, u n d e r g o n e  th e  a c t io n  o f  fir e , l i t t l e  o f  t h e m  r e m a i n i n g

e x c e p t  th e  e n a m e l le d  p a r t s .



T h e  t e e t h  o f  w h ic h  r e m a in s  w e r e  f o u n d  w e r e  in c i s o r , c a n i n e ,  

b ic u s p i d  a n d  m o la r .  J u d g i n g  f r o m  t h e  c o n d i t io n  o f  t h e  c a n in e  

t o o t h , w h ic h  is v e r y  p e r f e c t  a n d  l i t t l e  w o r n , th e  a g e  o f  t h e  p e r s o n  

in t e r r e d  w a s  p r o b a b l y  f r o m  s e v e n t e e n  to  t w e n t y .

THE FUNEREAL VESSELS

a r e  f iv e  b e a k e r s , m a d e  o f  th e  c o m m o n  c la y  o f  t h e  d is t r ic t ,  w h ic h  

is o f  g o o d  q u a l i t y  a n d  b e c o m e s  r e d  w h e n  b u r n t .  I t  is  f o u n d  in  

a b u n d a n c e  n o t  f a r  f r o m  t h e  s it e  o f  t h e  c is ts  a n d  t h e r e  is  a  l a r g e  

b r ic k y a r d  a  f e w  h u n d r e d  y a r d s  a w a y  w h e r e  b o t h  b r ic k s  a n d  

d r a i n i n g  t i le s  a r e  m a d e .

BEAKER NO. I, CIST A (page 138).
D i m e n s i o n s :  H e i g h t ,  f iv e  a n d  t h r e e -q u a r t e r  i n c h e s ;  w i d t h ,  

f o u r  a n d  a  h a l f  i n c h e s ; d ia m e t e r  o f  r i m , f o u r  a n d  a  q u a r t e r  

in c h e s . T h e  n e c k  i s 'o r n a m e n t e d  w i t h  a  s e r ie s  o f  f o u r t e e n  in c i s e d  

l in e s  r u n n i n g  a r o u n d  i t ,  a p p a r e n t ly  m a d e  w it h  a  b l u n t  p o i n t e d  

t o o l . T h e  lo w e r  p a r t  is  c o v e r e d  w it h  t w e n t y -s e v e n  l i n e s  o f  

h e r r i n g -b o n e  o r n a m e n t  r u n n i n g  u p  a n d  d o w n , p r o b a b l y  m a d e  

b y  s t a m p i n g  t h e  c la y  i n  a n  u n b u r n t  s ta te  w it h  n a r r o w  s t r ip s  o f  

b o n e  o r  w o o d  n o t c h e d  so a s  to  f o r m  l i n e s  o f  s m a l l  i m p r e s s i o n s  o f  

a s q u a r e , r o u n d  o r  t r i a n g u la r  s h a p e . F o r  a  t i m e  i t  s e e m e d  a s i f  

th e  o r n a m e n t a t i o n  o f  t h is  v e s s e l  w a s  u n i q u e , b u t  s o m e w h a t  

s i m i l a r  d e c o r a t io n  o c c u r s  in  a v e s s e l  f o u r  in c h e s  h i g h  f o u n d  

a t  A b e r b e c h a n  in  M o n t g o m e r y s h i r e ,  a n d  d e s c r ib e d  in  M r .  

T h u r n a m /s  p a p e r  in  A r c h a e o l o g i a , v o l .  x l i i i . ,  w h e r e  a n  i l l u s 

t r a t io n  o f  i t  is  g i v e n  o n  p a g e  3 9 4 .  T h e  z i g z a g  o r  s u c c e s s io n  o f  

c h e v r o n s  w h ic h  f o r m s  t h e  h e r r i n g -b o n e  o r n a m e n t  is  t h e  l e a d i n g  

m o t iv e  in  t h e  o r n a m e n t a t i o n  o f  t h is  b e a k e r , a n d  is  a ls o  f o u n d  

o n  b e a k e r s . 2  a n d  3 . U s e d  in  E g y p t i a n  h i e r o g l y p h i c s  t h e  z i g z a g  

is  RA, t h e  s ig n  r e p r e s e n t in g  w a te r , l i q u i d , s e a  or w a v e s , a n d  

d o u b t le s s  i t  is  m e a n t  a s  a n  i m i t a t i o n  o f  w a v e  f o r m s .  T h e  z i g z a g  

is a ls o  t h e  c h i e f  o r n a m e n t  o n  th e  b e a u t i f u l  c o lu m n  f r o m  th e



t r e a s u r y  o f  A t r e u s  a t  M y c e n a e ,  r e c e n t ly  p r e s e n t e d  to  t h e  B r i t i s h  

m u s e u m  b y  L o r d  S l i g o ,  w h ic h  is  d a t e d  a b o u t  t w e lv e  h u n d r e d  

y e a r s  b e f o r e  t h e  c o m m e n c e m e n t  o f  t h e  C h r is t i a n  e r a , g o i n g  b a c k  

to  t h e  t i m e s  H o m e r  s in g s  o f  in  h is  I l i a c l  a n d  O d y s s e y .

B y  t h e  a r r a n g e m e n t  o f  t h e  c h e v r o n  in  d i f f e r e n t  f a s h i o n s  m a n y  

o t h e r  d e c o r a t iv e  f ig u r e s  a r e  p r o d u c e d , a n d  M r .  R o m i l l y  A l l e n ,  

in  h i s  C e lt ic  A r t  i n  P a g a n  a n d  C h r is t i a n  T i m e s ?  s h o w s  th e  

w o n d e r f u l  n u m b e r  o f  p a t t e r n s  f o r m e d  o n  a n c i e n t  B r i t i s h  p o t t e r y  

b y  it s  c o m b i n a t i o n s .

BEAKER NO. 2 , CIST A (p a g e  1 3 8 ) .

H e i g h t ,  f iv e  a n d  a  q u a r t e r  i n c h e s ; w d d th , f o u r  a n d  a  h a l f  

i n c h e s ;  d i a m e t e r  o f  r i m , f o u r  a n d  a  q u a r t e r  in c h e s . T h e  v a r ie d  

o r n a m e n t  o f  t h i s  b e a k e r  c a n  b e  b e s t  u n d e r s t o o d  b y  a  r e f e r e n c e  to  

t h e  p h o t o g r a p h ic  i l l u s t r a t i o n  o f  i t  (v id e  p a g e  1 3 8 ) .  T h e  n u m e r o u s  

f in e  h o r i z o n t a l  l i n e s  in  t h e  d e s ig n  m a y  h a v e  b e e n  m a d e  b y  th e  

im p r e s s i o n  o f  f in e  c o r d s  p la c e d  r o u n d  i t  w h i le  t h e  c la y  w a s  in  a  

p la s t ic  s t a t e . T h i s  b e a k e r  s h e w s  t h e  a c t io n  o f  w a t e r  in  th e  

c is t . I t  h a d  f a l l e n  o v e r  a n d  l a y  o n  it s  s id e  w h e n  f o u n d ,  a n d  i t  

h a s  lo s t  a  t r i a n g u l a r  p ie c e  f r o m  it s  l i p ,  w h ic h  m e a s u r e s  a b o u t  

f o u r  in c h e s  a t  t h e  r i m , n a r r o w i n g  d o w n  to  a  p o i n t  a b o u t  tw o  

in c h e s  b e lo w . A t  t h is  b r o k e n  p o r t io n , t h e  r e m a in in g *  e d g e s  o f  

t h e  b e a k e r ,  w h i c h  h a v e  la i n  in  w a t e r , a r e  t h i n l y  c o a te d  w i t h  a  

w h it e  in c r u s t a t i o n , w h i c h , I  b e l ie v e , is  p h o s p h a t e  o f  T im e  f r o m  

t h e  b u r n t  b o n e s  o f  t h e  b u r i a l .

BEAKER NO. 3, CIST A (page 139J.; A
H e i g h t ,  f iv e  a n d  a  h a l f  i n c h e s ; w id t h , f o u r  a n d  a h a l f  in c h e s  ; 

d ia m e t e r  o f  r i m , f o u r  a n d  a  q u a r t e r  in c h e s . I n ' t h i s  b e a k e r  t h e  

o r n a m e n t a t i o n  is  s i m i l a r  in  t y p e  to  t h a t  o f  n o . 2 , b u t  is  m u c h  

c o a r s e r  in  q u a l i t y  a n d  i n f e r i o r  in  d e s ig n . T h i s  w e s s e l  J s  nr t h e



w o r s t  c o n d i t io n  o f  a n y  o f  t h e  l o t : w h e n  f o u n d , m u c h  o f  t h e  

u p p e r  p a r t  h a d  b e e n  f r e t t e d  a w a y  b y  t h e  a c t i o n  o f  w a t e r  a n d  

l i t t l e  m o r e  t h a n  o n e -t h i r d  o f  it s  l i p  w a s  l e f t .  T h e  h o r iz o n t a l  

l i n e s  o n  t h i s  b e a k e r  s e e m  p r o d u c e d  in  th e  s a m e  f a s h i o n  a s t h e  

s h o r t e r  im p r e s s e d  l i n e s ,  a n d  u n l ik e  t h o s e  o n  N o .  2  b e a k e r ,  c o u ld  

n o t  h a v e  b e e n  p r o d u c e d  b y  a  c o r d  c a r r ie d  a r o u n d  it .

BEAKER NO. 4, CIST B ( p a g e  141).
H e i g h t ,  f iv e  i n c h e s ; w id t h , f o u r  a n d  a  h a l f  i n c h e s ; d i a m e t e r  

o f  r i m , f o u r  in c h e s . T h i s  is  t h e  s m a l le s t  o f  t h e  b e a k e r s ,  a n d  

t h o u g h  a p p a r e n t ly  v e r y  s im p le  in  it s  d e c o r a t io n , i t  d is p la y s  

e x c e l l e n t  w o r k m a n s h ip  a n d  a r t is t i c  d e s ig n . T w e l v e  i n c i s e d  l i n e s ,  

m a d e  w i t h  a  b l u n t  p o i n t e d  t o o l , a r e  c a r r ie d  r o u n d  a n  i n c h  a n d  

a h a l f  o f  th e  t o p  o f  th e  n e c k , t h e n  t h e  r a is e d  r i d g e s  i n t e r v e n i n g  

b e t w e e n  th e s e  in c i s e d  l i n e s  h a v e  b e e n  im p r e s s e d  w i t h  a  s e r ie s  

o f  d o ts , s u c h  a s  m i g h t  b e  m a d e  b y  a  s t r i n g  o f  v e r y  s m a l l  r o u n d  

b e a d s , p o s s i b ly  f o r m e d  o f  t h r e a d e d  s e e d s . T h e  r e m a i n d e r  o f  th e  

b e a k e r  h a s  b a n d s  o f  s i m i l a r  d o ts  a r o u n d  a t  s l i g h t  i n t e r v a l s ; s i x  

o f  t h e  lo w e s t  o f  th e s e  in t e r v a ls  a r e  q u it e  p l a i n ; o f  t h e  r e m a in d e r ,  

e a c h  t h i r d  in t e r v a l  is f i l l e d  b y  a  c h a i n  o f  s a l t i r e s  o r  S t .  A n d r e w 's  

c r o s s e s . I  h a v e  n o t  m e t  w i t h  o r  f o u n d  i l lu s t r a t i o n s  o f  s i m i l a r  

w o r k  o n  a n y  b e a k e r ; th o s e  t h a t  h a v e  a  r e s e m b l a n c e  to  i t  in  s o m e  

p o i n t s  h a v e  n o t  th e  s e c o n d a r y  w o r k  o n  th e  r a is e d  r i d g e s  r o u n d  

th e  n e c k , w h ic h  s e e m s  u n c o m m o n  o r  u n i q u e .

BEAKER NO. 5, CIST B (page 141).
H e i g h t , . s i x  i n c h e s ; w i d t h , f o u r  a n d  t h r e e -q u a r t e r  i n c h e s ; 

d ia m e t e r  o f . r i m ,  f iv e  in c h e s . T h is  is  th e  la r g e s t  a n d  b y  m u c h  

th e  r u d e s t  o f  t h e  b e a k e r s . T h e r e  a r e  s i x  i r r e g u l a r  h o r iz o n t a l  

im p r e s s e d  l i n e s  a r o u n d  t h e  n e c k , a n d  a s  m a n y  a r o u n d  t h e  b o d y  

o f  th e  b e a k e r , a p p a r e n t ly  m a d e  b y  a  t h i c k  c o r d . T h e  u p p e r  

p a r t  is  m u c h  i n ju r e d  a n d  m o s t  o f  t h e  n e c k  is  w a n t i n g ,  b u t  

s u f f ic ie n t  r e m a in s  to  s h e w  t h e  s h a p e  a n d  s iz e  o f  t h e  v e s s e l . T h e



c la y  o f  w h i c h  i t  is  c o m p o s e d  is  t h i c k  a n d  c o a r s e  a n d  c o n t a i n s '  

g r i t  a n d  a  s h i n y ,  s p a r k l i n g  m a t e r i a l  w h ic h  a p p a r e n t ly  is  ir o n  

p y r it e s .

T h e  i l lu s t r a t i o n s  o f  t h e s e  b e a k e r s  a r e  a l l  m a d e  to  s c a le  a n d  

a r e  h a l f  l i n e a r  s iz e . T h e y  a r e  p h o t o g r a p h e d  to  s h e w  as l i t t le  

o f  t h e  i m p e r f e c t  s id e s  a s p o s s ib le .

RELATIVE AGE OF THESE AND OTHER VESSELS 
OF THE BRONZE AGE.

A s  v e s s e ls  o f  s i m i l a r  -s h a p e , w it h  o r n a m e n t a t i o n  o f  l i k e  

c h a r a c t e r , h a v e  f r e q u e n t l y  b e e n  f o u n d  in  s i m i l a r  c is ts  a c c o m 

p a n ie d  b y  b r o n z e  w e a p o n s  a n d  im p le m e n t s ,  th o s e  f o u n d  a t D i l s t o n  

p a r k  m a y  w it h  c e r t a i n t y  b e  a s s i g n e d  to  th e  B r o n z e  A g e .

I n  t h e  P r o c e e d i n g s  o f  t h e  S o c i e t y  o f  A n t i q u a r i e s  o f  S c o t la n d ,  

v o l .  i i . 4 t h  s e r ie s , M a r c h ,  1 9 0 4 ,  is  a n  i n t e r e s t i n g  a,nd c a r e fu ]  

p a p e r  b y  t h e  H o n o u r a b l e  J o h n  A b e r c r o m b y , 6 a t t e m p t i n g  to  d is 

c r i m i n a t e  b e t w e e n  e a r l ie r  a n d  la t e r  f o r m s  o f  th e  b e a k e r . -

M r .  T h u r n a m , w r i t i n g  in  1 8 7 0 ,7 d iv id e d  b e a k e r s  in t o  th r e e  

t y p e s ,  v i z . : —

(a )  H i g h  b r i m m e d  g lo b o s e  c u p .

(h) O v o id  c u p  w it h  r e c u r v e d  r i m .

(c) L o w  b r i m m e d  c u p . . - '

M r .  A b e r c r o m b y  f u r t h e r  e la b o r a t e s  t h is  d iv is i o n  in t o  f i f t e e n  

s u b -t y p e s  a n d  a t t e m p t s  a  c h r o n o lo g ic a l  a r r a n g e m e n t  o f  th e s e  

n u m e r o u s  s u b - t y p e s  e x t e n d i n g  o v e r  a  s u g g e s t e d  a p p r o x i m a t e  

p e r i o d  o f  tw o  h u n d r e d  y e a r s ..

T h e r e  a p p e a r s  n o t h i n g  in  th e  D i l s t o n  p a r k  d is c o v e r y  to  c o n 

f ir m  t h i s  s u g g e s t e d  a r r a n g e m e n t .  M r . A b e r c r o m b y  t e l ls  m e  t h a t  

e v i d e n c e  r e c e iv e d  s in c e  t h e  p a p e r  w a s  p u b l i s h e d  h a s  c o n v in c e d

6 ( A  proposed chronological arrangement of the drinking cup or beaker class 
of fictilia in Britain .’

7 Archaeologia, vol. x u t i . page 391.



h i m  t h a t  f th e  w h o le  q u e s t io n  r e q u ir e s  a  f r e s h  i n v e s t i g a t i o n /  

D r .  G r e e n w e l l  s a y s , 8  ‘ I t  is  n o  u n c o m m o n  o c c u r r e n c e  to  f in d  in  

th e  s a m e  b a r r o w , a n d  u n d e r  c ir c u m s t a n c e s  t h a t  s h o w  t h a t  th e  

s e v e r a l  v e s s e ls  a r e  t h e  p r o d u c t  o f  t h e  s a m e  p e r i o d ,’ s o m e  w h ic h  

e v id e n c e  c o n s id e r a b le  s k i l l  w h i le  o th e r s  m i g h t  h a v e  b e e n  m a d e  

b y  th e  v e r i e s t  t y r o  in  t h e  t r a d e /

, T h e  D i l s t o n  p a r k  f in d  c o n f ir m s  a n d  a d d s  to  t h is  s t a t e m e n t ,  . 

'as- i t  f u r n i s h e s  tw o  in s t a n c e s  in  w h ic h  in  t h e  . s a m e  c is t s  (n o t  

m e r e ly  in  t h e  s a m e  b a r r o w s )  v e s s e ls  a r e  f o u n d  v a r y i n g  w i d e ly  

b o t h  in  f o r m  a n d  d e c o r a t io n . I t  a ls o  p r o v e s  t h e  g r e a t  d i f f ic u lt y  

o f  a t t e m p t i n g  to  f ix  a n y  r e la t iv e  d a te s  o f  B r o n z e  A g e  b e a k e r s  

b y  a  c o m p a r i s o n  e i t h e r  o f  t h e i r  s h a p e  o r  o r n a m e n t a t i o n .

H i t h e r t o  f e w  in s t a n c e s  h a v e  b e e n  r e c o r d e d  o f  ’b e a k e r s  h a v i n g  

b e e n  f o u n d  in  b u r i a ls  w h e r e  t h e  r e m a in s  h a d 'b e e n  c r e m a t e d .  

D r . G r e e n w e l l , 9 in -  d e s c r ib i n g ' b a r r o w  l x ii. in  th e  ■ p a r is h  o f  

R u d s t o n e  in  Y o r k s h i r e ,  w h e r e  h e  f o u n d  tw o  b e a k e r s  w i t h  tw o  

b u r n t  b o d ie s , s a y s , e T h e  f i n d i n g  o f  “  d r i n k i n g  c u p s  ”  in  c o n n e c t i o n  

w it h  b u r i a ls  a f t e r  c r e m a t io n  is  o f  v e r y  i n f r e q u e n t  o c c u r r e n c e ; 

in d e e d , I  d o  n o t  k n o w  o f  a n y  p r e v io u s  in s t a n c e  o n  th e  w o ld s  in  

w h ic h  s u c h  a  c o n ju n c t io n  h a s  b e e n  o b s e r v e d /  A n d  a ls o , in  

r e f e r r i n g  to  th e  s a m e  b u r i a ls ,  f I t  is  v e r y  r a r e  to  f in d  a  d r i n k 

in g  c u p  a c c o m p a n y i n g  b u r n t  b o n e s  ; I  h a v e  o n ly  f o u n d  i t  so  

d e p o s ite d  in  o n e  b a r r o w  a t  .R u d s t o n e , w h e r e  th r e e  b o d i e s , o n e  

u n b u r n t  a n d  tw o  b u r n t ,  w e r e  p la c e d  in  a  d e e p  g r a v e , e a c h  h a v i n g  

a d r i n k i n g  c u p  o f  s im i l a r  s h a p e  a n d  o r n a m e n t a t i o n  b u r i e d  

w it h  i t /

S ir  R ic h a r d  C o lt  H o a r e  10  s ta te s  t h a t  in  h i s  e x c a v a t io n s  h e  

f o u n d  t h i r t y  d r i n k i n g  c u p s,i o f  w h ic h  th r e e  w e r e  f o u n d  d e p o s i t e d  

w it h  b u r i a ls  a f t e r  c r e m a t io n .

. .  M r .  J o h n  T h u r n a m , in  a  p a p e r  o n . A n c i e n t  B r i t i s h  b a r r o w s , 1 

s a y s , ‘ D r i n k i n g  c u p s  a r e  th e  a c c o m p a n i m e n t  o f  u n b u r n t  b o d i e s

• 8 British Barrows', p. 234. 9'Ibid. p. 245. 10 Ancient Wilts.

1 Archaeologia, vol. x l i i i . p. 33S.



a n d  a r e  p la c e d  in  t h e  g r a v e  n e a r  t h e  h e a d  o r  m o r e  f r e q u e n t l y  

n e a r  t h e  f e e t .  T h e r e  is  s c a r c e ly  a n y  r u le  w i t h o u t  a n  e x c e p t i o n ,  

r e a l  o r  a p p a r e n t ,  a n d  o u t  o f  tw o  h u n d r e d  a n d  s e v e n t y - t w o  b u r n t  

in t e r m e n t s  in  W i l t s h i r e  b a r r o w s  tw o  a r e  a c c o m p a n ie d  b y  t h i s  

f o r m  o f  v e s s e l , p e r h a p s  e m p l o y e d  o u t  o f  c a p r ic e  o r  in  t h e  a b s e n c e  

o f  o t h e r s  o f  m o r e  a p p r o p r i a t e  f o r m /

M r .  J .  I t .  M o r t i m e r , 2  in  s u m m i n g  u p  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  

e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  t w o  h u n d r e d  a n d  n i n e t y - f i v e  b a r r o w s , s a y s , f I t  

is  s t i l l  m o r e  r a r e  to  f in d  t h e  t r u e  d r i n k i n g  c u p  w it h  a  b u r n t  

b o d y ; n o  s u c h  in s t a n c e  h a s  o c c u r r e d  in  m y  e x p e r i e n c e /

T h e  H o n o u r a b l e  J o h n  A b e r c r o m b y , in  th e  p a p e r  a lr e a d y  

a l lu d e d  t o , 3 g i v e s  a  l i s t  o f  tw o  h u n d r e d  a n d  t w e n t y - t w o  b e a k e r s  

f o u n d  in  v a r io u s  p a r t s  o f  G r e a t  B r i t a i n ,  w it h  p h o t o g r a p h ic  

i l lu s t r a t i o n s  o f  o n e  h u n d r e d  a n d  s e v e n t y -o n e  o f  t h e m . O f  t h e s e  

tw o  h u n d r e d  a n d  t w e n t y - t w o  b e a k e r s , h e  s a y s  n in e  w e r e  a s s o c ia te d  

w it h  b u r i a ls  a f t e r  c r e m a t i o n , tw o  o f  th e s e  w e r e  f r o m  t h e  b u r i a ls  

a t  R u d s t o n e  p r e v i o u s l y  r e c o r d e d  b y  t h e  R e v .  W .  G r e e n w e l l .  H e  

a ls o  a l lu d e s  to  th e  th r e e  f r o m  W i l t s h i r e  b a r r o w s  m e n t io n e d  b y  S ir  

R .  C . H o a r e  a n d  M r .  T h u r n a m ;  m a k i n g  a  t o t a l  o f  t w e lv e  b e a k e r s  

f o u n d  a s s o c ia t e d  w i t h  b u r i a ls  a f t e r  c r e m a t io n . T h e  g r e a t  

in c r e a s e  m a d e  to  t h i s  l i s t  o f  t w e lv e  b y  t h e  a d d i t io n  o f  th e  f iv e  

D i l s t o n  p a r k  b e a k e r s , s h o w s  th e  im p o r t a n c e  o f  t h e i r  d is c o v e r y ,  

a f f o r d i n g  a s  i t  d o e s  f u r t h e r  p r o o f  t h a t  i n h u m a t i o n  a n d  c r e m a 

t i o n  w e r e  u s e d  c o n t e m p o r a n e o u s l y  m u c h  m o r e  t h a n  w a s  a t  o n e  

t i m e  s u p p o s e d .

A s  t h i s  p a p e r  h a s  b e e n  r i g i d l y  k e p t  to  a  b a r e  s t a t e m e n t  o f  

f a c t s ,  i t  m a y  n o t  i n a p t l y  b e  c lo s e d  b y  a  q u o t a t io n  o f  a  m o r e  

i m a g i n a t i v e  a n d  p o e t i c  c h a r a c t e r  f r o m  a  c h a r m i n g  b o o k  o n  a  

k i n d r e d  s u b j e c t ,  p u b l i s h e d  in  1 9 0 3  4 : —

2 F orty Years’ Researches in British and Saxon Burial Mounds o f  East 
Yorkshire, page Iv.

3 Pi'oceedings of the Society of Antiquaries of Scotland, vol. ii . fourth series, 
pages 323-410. •

* Neolithic M a n  in North-East Surrey, by W . Johnson and W . W right.



f The whole subject of these prehistoric burials is full of allurem ent. 
These prim itive tom bs are eloquent witli the mysterious echoes of bygone  
people, who, now unnamed and forgotten, once trod the “  long dim aisle 
of y e a r s /' W e  stop to think of these moorland barrows, covering the dust 
of men who were fashioned like unto ourselves, men whose relics the peasant 
heedlessly disturbs or casts aside. As we stand there, . . . trying to appreciate 
the great antiquity of the m ound, we muse on the evanescence of a single  
generation and the unutterable feebleness of the individual man. An over
powering sense of bewilderment creeps over us and we fall under an inscrut
able s p e ll /

f Stars, silent, rest o'er u s ;
Graves under us, s ile n t/

PREHISTORIC CIST WITH HUMAN REMAINS AT NORTH SUNDERLAND.


